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UNIT 11
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

“Look both ways before crossing the street.” “Don’t touch 
the stove; it’s hot.” “Stay in your seat.” Young children need 
to hear these instructions because left to their own devices, 
most would run into traffic, burn their hands on stove tops, 
and meander around the dining room.

As young children discover the world and begin to 
understand how it works, they are prone to making foolish 
decisions. So it is with sinners.

On our own, we would trust in ourselves and lean on our 
own understanding. (See Prov. 3:5) We would turn toward 
evil, rather than away from it. (See Prov. 3:7) We would 

Use Week of:

Wisdom for God’s People

BIBLE PASSAGE: Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19
MAIN POINT: Wisdom is loving God and obeying His Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)
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SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

despise the Lord’s discipline. (See Prov. 3:11.) Our lives 
would end in destruction. But in His great mercy, God has 
given to us in His Word the Book of Proverbs.

When Solomon became king, God told Solomon he could 
ask for anything. Solomon asked for wisdom. Wisdom is 
the knowledge and understanding of what is right, true, 
honest, and fair. Solomon wrote down many wise sayings 
in the Book of Proverbs. God empowered Solomon to lead 
God’s people well, and other kings and queens traveled 
from far away to learn from him.

The proverbs teach us that there are two ways to live: a wise 
way and a foolish way. God made the world and He knows 
how it works best. He made people and knows the best way 
for them to live and have joy. Our sin makes us foolish, but 
wisdom comes from God.

Solomon was a wise leader, but more than 900 years later, 
God provided someone greater than Solomon—His Son, 
Jesus. (See Matt. 12:42.) As you teach, help preschoolers 
understand that the gospel—the good news of what Jesus 
has done for sinners—“seems foolish to those who are lost 
and dying. But it is God’s power to us who are being saved” 
(1 Cor. 1:18).
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Wisdom for God’s People
Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19

When King David died, his son Solomon became king. 
God said, “Ask for anything you want.” Solomon asked 
God to make him wise, so God did. God gave Solomon 
wisdom. Solomon’s wisdom helped him know how to 
make right choices and live in a way that made God 
happy. Kings and queens from far away heard how 
wise Solomon was, and they visited Solomon to learn 
from him.

Solomon wrote down many wise sayings. These 
sayings are the Book of Proverbs. They can help people 
live wisely. These are some of the words Solomon wrote.

“Proverbs are good for teaching you wisdom and how 
to know what is right, honest, and fair. Everyone can have 
wisdom—young people and old people! If you really 
want to be wise, the first thing to do is fear God. Fearing 
God means to respect Him and be amazed at Him. Only 
foolish people ignore wisdom and instruction.

“Listen to the things I am teaching you. They will help 
you live a long life, and you will be successful. Love people 
and look for the truth. You will find favor with God and 
with man.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not 
trust in what you know yourself. Think about God in 
everything you do, and He will guide you to do the 
right thing.

“Do not pretend that you know everything. Run to 
God, and run away from evil. Then you will be healthy and 
strong. Honor God with everything you have, and give 

The BIBLE STORY
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Him the first and the best of what you have. He will 
provide more than you need.

“When God disciplines you, do not hate what He is 
doing. God trains you because He loves you, like a father 
trains his son.

“This advice will help you become wise. Stay away from 
people who do evil things. Do not act like they do. Evil 
people make trouble and hurt others. They make bad 
decisions. A wise person is like the morning sun, and a 
foolish person is like darkness. They cannot see where they 
are going, and they fall down.”

Christ Connection: God gives us wisdom. He made 
everything and knows how it works best. Everyone sins 
and makes foolish choices, but God sent His Son to save 
us. Jesus makes us wise and holy, and He frees us from sin. 
(1 Cor. 1:24,30)

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers to 
check out this week’s 

devotionals to discover 
that wisdom comes 
from loving God and 

obeying His Word. God’s 
rules are right, and our 
hearts are glad when 
we live by them. (See 

Ps. 19:8.) Order in bulk, 
subscribe quarterly, or 

purchase individually. For 
more information, check 
out www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Wisdom for God’s People
BIBLE PASSAGE: Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19
MAIN POINT: Wisdom is loving God and obeying His Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect offering at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to look at the pictures and circle those 
where children are making wise choices.
SAY • Last time we talked about how Solomon asked God 

to give him wisdom, and God did. Today we are 
learning what it means to be wise. Wisdom helps us 
know how to make right choices and live in a way 
that honors God and makes Him happy.

Practice handwriting
Provide an assortment of writing utensils for preschoolers 
to practice handwriting. This is a good time to pull out 
scented markers, gel pens, primary pencils and so forth. For 
younger preschoolers, use a pencil to write one or two large, 
widely spaced letters on a paper for a preschooler to trace. 

• “Wisdom” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Wise or Foolish?” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• pencils or crayons

• assortment of writing 
utensils

• paper

LOW PREP
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SAY • People write things down for many different reasons. 
We write things down to help us remember. 
Sometimes we write things down to tell other 
people what we are thinking. In our Bible story 
today, Solomon wrote down many wise sayings. We 
read the wise words Solomon wrote in the Bible. 
Solomon’s words can help us live wisely. 

Which would you choose?
Print and cut out the “Choose Wisely Pictures.” Explain to 
preschoolers that you are going to make a statement and 
hold up two choices. Invite preschoolers to tell you which is 
the wise choice.

1. You want to eat a snack. (fruit or candy)
2. It is cold outside. (coat or shorts)
3. It is raining outside. (umbrella or backpack)
4. You want to play basketball. (basketball or soccer 

ball)
5. You are eating chicken noodle soup. (fork or spoon)
6. You want to paint a picture. (paintbrush or rake)

SAY • Good job deciding which is the wise choice! Today, 
we are going to hear some wise words from the Bible. 

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Lead preschoolers in saying the key passage as they move to 
Bible study.

• “Choose Wisely” 
printable

• scissors

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Read aloud Proverbs 1:7; 3:5-6; or 4:14-15. Take time to 
explain the meaning of the passage in a way preschoolers 
can understand. Use the Bible story script for guidance.
SAY • King Solomon wrote those words. God made King 

Solomon wise, and King Solomon wrote down his 
wise words. Today we are going to hear some of the 
wise things Solomon wrote in the Bible.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Proverbs in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible contains God’s words to us, and God’s 

words are true. The Bible book we are learning from 
today is Proverbs. Let’s listen carefully to what it says.

Show the Bible story video “Wisdom for God’s People” 
or tell the Bible story in your own words using the script 
provided. Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God gave Solomon wisdom, and Solomon shared 

that wisdom with people. We can learn what wisdom 

• Bible

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “Wisdom for God’s 

People” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Wisdom for God’s People
BIBLE PASSAGE: Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19
MAIN POINT: Wisdom is loving God and obeying His Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God.
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is from the Book of Proverbs. Wisdom is loving 
God and obeying His Word. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What does it mean to fear God? (to respect Him and 
be amazed at Him) 

2. Should we trust in what we know or in the Lord? 
(the Lord) 

3. Should we give God the first and best of what we 
have or what is leftover? (the first and best) 

4. Why does God discipline us? (because He loves us) 
5. How should we behave toward people who do evil 

things? (stay away) 

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Do you remember the answer to our big picture 

question? Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom 
comes from God. We all make foolish choices. We 
sin. Our sin deserves punishment, but God sent Jesus 
to save us and free us from sin. Jesus makes us wise 
and holy when we trust in Him.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Proverbs 2:6. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“The Lord Gives Wisdom.”
SAY • We can learn many things, but knowing many things 

doesn’t make us wise. Wisdom is not something we 
learn. Wisdom is a gift from God. We can ask God 
to make us wise and He will.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Lord Gives 

Wisdom” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Wisdom for God’s People
BIBLE PASSAGE: Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19
MAIN POINT: Wisdom is loving God and obeying His Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God.

Pass the Bible
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle. Play music while 
preschoolers pass a Bible around the circle. When the music 
stops, the preschooler holding the Bible must say the main 
point, Wisdom is loving God and obeying His Word. 
Continue play until every preschooler has said the main 
point at least once.
SAY • The Bible is the most important book there is. 

The Bible has God’s words in it. In the Bible, we 
learn what wisdom is. Wisdom is loving God and 
obeying His Word. God made everything, and He 
knows how life works best. Everyone sins and makes 
foolish choices, but God sent His Son to save us. 
Jesus makes us wise and holy.

Play a memory game
Print two copies of the “Words of Wisdom” printable. Cut 
out the cards and arrange them in a grid. Place the cards 
faceup for younger preschoolers and facedown for older 
preschoolers. Invite preschoolers to turn over two cards at 
a time to find a match. As preschoolers turn over the cards, 
read the words of wisdom on each card.

• Bible

LOW PREP

• “Words of Wisdom” 
printable

• scissors
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SAY • Wisdom is loving God and obeying His Word. We 
need to hear God’s words over and over again so we 
can know what it looks like to obey God. But even 
then, we aren’t able to obey God perfectly. We still 
sin and make foolish choices. We need help! God 
sent His Son to save us. Jesus makes us wise and holy, 
and He frees us from sin.

Make a wisdom box 
Provide a small gift box or bag for each preschooler. 
Guide a preschooler to decorate her “wisdom box” with 
stickers, markers, and jewels. Print a copy of the “Words of 
Wisdom” printable for each preschooler. Help preschoolers 
cut out the cards. Read the “Words of Wisdom” and help 
preschoolers fold and place each card inside their boxes.
SAY • Wisdom is loving God and obeying His Word. 

God gives us wisdom. He made everything and 
knows how it works best. Everyone sins and makes 
foolish choices, but God sent His Son to save us. 
Jesus makes us wise and holy, and He frees us 
from sin.

Play musical chairs
Play a game of musical chairs to help preschoolers learn 
the big picture question and answer. Form a circle of 
chairs using one less chair than the number of children in 
your group. Play music. As the music plays, preschoolers 
should walk around the chairs. When the music stops, all 
the preschoolers should find a chair. The child without a 
chair asks the big picture question, Where does wisdom 
come from? Then the rest of the group calls out the answer, 
Wisdom comes from God. Play again as time allows.

• “Words of Wisdom” 
printable

• small gift boxes or 
lunch sacks

• sticky jewels
• stickers
• markers

• “The Lord Gives 
Wisdom” song 
(optional)

• “Wisdom” song 
(optional)

LOW PREP
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SAY • Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 
from God. Wisdom is loving God and obeying His 
Word. God gives us wisdom. He made everything 
and knows how it works best. Everyone sins and 
makes foolish choices, but God sent His Son to save 
us. Jesus makes us wise and holy, and He frees us 
from sin.

Walk a path 
Make a long, winding path by taping different colored 
sheets of construction paper on the floor. Cut a 1-inch 
square from each color of construction paper you used 
to make the path. Place the squares in a bag. Invite 
preschoolers to draw a square from the bag and walk to the 
next occurrence of that color on the path. 
SAY • The Book of Proverbs tells us that God will lead 

us along the right path when we trust in Him and 
think about Him in everything we do. God gives us 
wisdom. Wisdom is loving God and obeying His 
Word. When we put our trust in Jesus, He makes us 
wise and holy.

• construction paper
• scissors 
• tape
• bag
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve honey and graham cracker sticks for snack. As 
preschoolers dip their graham cracker sticks in the honey, 
read Proverbs 24:13-14. Explain that King Solomon wrote 
that the way honey tastes so good to our mouths is how 
good wisdom is for our souls. Remind preschoolers that 
wisdom is loving God and obeying His Word.

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to tell you 
something wise they heard today. Write their answer on 
their journal page and encourage them to decorate the page. 
Remind them that King Solomon wrote wisdom is loving 
God and obeying His Word. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, wisdom is a gift from You. Would You give us 

that gift of wisdom? Thank You that You will help 
us to love You and obey Your Word. Thank You for 
sending Jesus to free us from sin and to make us holy 
and wise. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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Unit 11  •  Preschool Journal Page

God All-Wise
Key Passage: Proverbs 2:6

Big Picture Question: Where does wisdom come 
from? Wisdom comes from God.

Session 1:  Solomon Asked for Wisdom  
1 Kings 2:1-4,10-12; 3:1-15 
Solomon asked God for wisdom. 

Session 2:   Wisdom for God’s People 
Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19 
Wisdom is loving God and obeying 
His Word.

Session 3:   Solomon Built the Temple 
1 Kings 6–8 
God chose Solomon to build a temple.

Session 4:   Solomon’s Sin Divided the Kingdom 
1 Kings 11–12 
God split Israel into two kingdoms.



Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 11  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

The Lord gives 
wisdom; from 

his mouth come 
knowledge and 
understanding.

Proverbs 2:6



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 11  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

The Lord giveth 
wisdom: out of 

his mouth cometh 
knowledge and 
understanding.

Proverbs 2:6
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The Lord gives 
wisdom; from 

His mouth come 
knowledge and 
understanding.

Proverbs 2:6
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The Lord gives 
wisdom; from 

his mouth come 
knowledge and 
understanding.

Proverbs 2:6
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Wisdom is loving 
God and obeying 

His Word.
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DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Where does wisdom come 
from? Wisdom comes from 
God.

BIBLE STORY: 
WISDOM FOR GOD’S PEOPLE

• Solomon wrote down wise 
sayings in the Book of Proverbs. 

• Wisdom begins with fearing, or 
respecting, God.

• Wisdom is loving God and 
obeying His Word. 

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• Talk about what it looks like to 
fear God. (to respect God and be 
amazed by Him)

• How can knowing God loves 
you help you obey Him?

• Why is it wise to stay away 
from people who do wrong 
things? 

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Notice family members making 
decisions this week. Affirm wise 
decisions and gently correct 
foolish ones. 

• Create a “Family Book of 
Wisdom” to contain wise rules 
and practices for your home 
based on biblical principles.

Preschool Activity Pages
Unit 11, Session 2

Wise or Foolish?
INSTRUCTIONS: Circle the pictures of a child making a wise choice. 

15
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MAIN POINT: WISDOM IS LOVING GOD AND OBEYING HIS WORD. Wisdom for God’s People
Proverbs 1:1-7; 3:1-12; 4:10-19 16
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Where does 
wisdom come 

from?
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Where does 
wisdom come 

from?

Wisdom comes 
from God.



Words of Wisdom
Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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Words of Wisdom
Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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Choose Wisely
Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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