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Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Ammonites were no strangers to the Israelites. They 
often fought over the region of Gilead, which stretched 
east of the Jordan River. David had tried showing kindness 
to the Ammonites, but they humiliated the Israelite 
ambassadors. (See 2 Sam. 10:1-5.) Thus began a war 
between the Israelites and Ammonites. This context sets the 
scene for the story of David’s sin and restoration.

David Sinned and Was Restored

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
MAIN POINT: God forgave David.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

LARGE GROUP 
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(15–20 MINUTES)
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6

One evening, David looked from his rooftop and saw 
Bathsheba bathing. He inquired about her and found 
out that she was the wife of Uriah, one of David’s elite 
soldiers. Her married status alone made her off-limits to 
David, but he nevertheless called for her and slept with her. 
David probably assumed his sin would go unnoticed, until 
Bathsheba told him she was pregnant. With Uriah gone to 
war, it was obvious the baby was not her husband’s. 

David had a plan. He called Uriah home from the battle 
and encouraged him to be with his wife. But Uriah refused. 
Uriah didn’t think it was fair for him to be with his wife 
while other men were at war. 

Plan B: David instructed his army commander to position 
Uriah in the most violent part of the battle so he would be 
killed. This time, David’s plan worked. Uriah was killed, 
and David took Bathsheba as his wife.

God knew David’s sin and sent Nathan the prophet to 
confront David. David’s confession is recorded in Psalm 51. 
David knew making sacrifices would not be enough to 
please God and pay for his sin. God wanted David’s heart to 
change so he would not want to sin again.

Like David, we need more than a changed lifestyle to be 
made right with God; we need new hearts. Jesus died to 
satisfy God’s wrath against sin so that we could be made 
alive in Him.

Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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David Sinned and Was Restored
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51

David was the king of Israel. One of his jobs was to lead 
the army. One spring, David sent the army out to fight. He 
put another man in charge of the army, but David stayed 
home.

One evening, David was walking on the roof of his 
palace. He looked out and saw a beautiful woman named 
Bathsheba. Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah, one of the 
best men in David’s army. David sent his messengers to 
get Bathsheba, and she came to David’s house.

David knew he had done the wrong thing. Bathsheba 
was married to Uriah. David should not take another man’s 
wife. David did not want to get into trouble, so he made a 
plan.

David told Uriah to come home from the battle. “Go 
spend time with your wife,” he said. “You deserve it.” But 
Uriah did not think it was fair for him to relax at home 
while the other men were at war. He slept on David’s 
doorstep and would not go home to his wife.

David’s plan was not working, so he made up another 
plan. This time, he told the leader of the army to send 
Uriah into the hardest part of the battle. David hoped 
Uriah would be killed.

So the leader of the army sent Uriah to the place 
where the fighting was most dangerous, and the 
enemy army killed Uriah. When Bathsheba heard that 
her husband was dead, she was very sad. David took 
Bathsheba into his house to be his wife.

God knew what David did, and He was not happy 
with David. God sent Nathan the prophet to talk to 

The BIBLE STORY
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David. Nathan told David a story. The story was about 
a man who took something that did not belong to him. 
The story made David angry, but Nathan said the story 
was about David. David had taken something that did 
not belong to him. Nathan told David that God was 
not happy with him, and David realized he had sinned 
against God.

After Nathan spoke to David, David wrote a psalm. 
He told God he was sorry and asked God to forgive him, 
and God did.

Christ Connection: God forgave David for his sins, but sin 
always has consequences. When we sin, God forgives us because 
Jesus faced the consequences for our sins when He died on the 
cross.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “He Is King.” 
Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the preschoolers 
have arrived, sing an action song such as “Hallelujah” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • Today’s story is about a time when King David made 

a terrible choice. David sinned against God and 
others. Let’s find what David did when he realized 
God knew about his sin.

Open your Bible to 2 Samuel. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Psalm 47:7. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible 
to the key passage. Point to the key passage as you read it 
aloud, inviting children to say each word after you.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God is King of 

everything! This verse also tells us that because God 

• “He Is King” song 
• “Hallelujah” song

• Bible
• “David Sinned and 

Was Restored” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “God Alone” song

SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
MAIN POINT: God forgave David.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
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is King, He is worthy of praise! We can sing songs 
and pray to God to tell Him that we love Him.

Sing the key passage song “God Alone” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s say our big picture question together: Who is 

our King? [Allow for responses.] Jesus is our King 
forever. In today’s Bible story we learned that King 
David sinned. God forgave David when David said 
he was sorry for his sin. One day King Jesus, our 
perfect King, would save us from our sin by dying on 
the cross and coming back to life.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God loved David too much to allow him to cover 

up his sins. David told God he was sorry and asked 
God to forgive him, and God forgave David. Even 
though God forgave David, David still faced the 
consequences for his sin. When we sin, God forgives 
us because Jesus faced the consequences for our sins 
when He died on the cross and came back to life.

Sing “He Is King” and “Humble Yourself ” as preschoolers 
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing 
“Worthy.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY •  God, thank You for forgiving David when he asked 

You for forgiveness. Thank You for sending Jesus 
to save us from our sin once and for all. Help us to 
say we are sorry when we sin. Thank You for always 
forgiving us. We love You, Jesus! Amen. 

Transition to small groups

• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “He Is King” song
• “Humble Yourself” 

song
• “Worthy” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
MAIN POINT: God forgave David.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play stand up, sit down
Explain that you will ask preschoolers questions and if their 
answer is “yes,” they should stand up. If their answer is “no,” 
they should remain seated. Use the questions in the margin 
as a guide. Ask, “Are you a sinner?” as the final question. 
SAY • We should all stand up on that last question. We are 

all sinners. David sinned, and God forgave David. 
When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin because 
Jesus died on the cross and came back to life for us. 

Clean pennies
Post an allergy alert before class. Invite preschoolers to 
examine the dirty pennies. Demonstrate how to drop a 
penny in a small cup of ketchup and use a cotton swab 
to remove the rust or tarnish. Invite children to clean the 
pennies and rinse them clean with water. 
SAY • God forgave David for his sins. Not only that, but 

God restored David. To restore means to make 
something like new. Jesus saves and restores!

Play key passage musical chairs
Set up a chair for each preschooler in an outward facing 
circle. Play music while preschoolers walk around the chairs. 

• 
Questions: 

• Are you a girl? 
• Do you have a 

brother? 
• Do you have a dog? 
• Is your hair blond? 
• Is vanilla your 

favorite ice cream? 

LOW PREP

• Allergy Alert 
download 

• dull pennies
• small cups
• water
• ketchup
• cotton swabs
• hand wipes 

(for cleanup)

• “He Is King” song 
(optional)

LOW PREP
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When the music stops, children will sit down in the chair 
closest to them and say the key passage together.
SAY • Our key passage comes from the Bible. We find God’s 

rules for life in the Bible. We also learn about God’s 
forgiveness in the Bible. David broke God’s rules, but 
God forgave David. God forgives us for breaking 
His rules when we say we are sorry and put our trust 
in Jesus. 

Talk about sin
Before the session write STOP on a red plastic plate for 
each preschooler and tape it to a paint stir stick. Explain 
that sin is when we do the things God says not to do and 
don’t do the things God says to do. Call out actions and ask 
preschoolers to hold up their stop signs if that action is sin. 
Use the actions in the margin as a guide.
SAY • God knows how life works best. Life works best 

and we have joy when we obey God’s rules. When 
we break God’s rules, we hurt ourselves and others. 
David broke God’s rules, but God forgave David 
when he said he was sorry. God made a way to 
forgive us for our sin when He sent Jesus. Even 
though we are sinners and break God’s rules, we can 
still have joy when we trust in Jesus! 

Make “sin” signs
Cut out an octagon from white heavyweight paper for each 
preschooler. Write SIN heavily with a white crayon on the 
circles. Invite preschoolers to paint their octagon with red 
watercolor paint to reveal the hidden word.
SAY •  Sin hurts us and others. David sinned, and God 

forgave David when he said he was sorry. 

Transition to large group closing

• red plastic plates,  
1 per child

• paint stir sticks,  
1 per child

• tape
• permanent marker

Actions: 
• Talking when your 

teacher says to be 
quiet.

• Taking your friend’s 
toy. 

• Saying “no” when 
your Dad tells you to 
do something. 

• Throwing a fit when 
you don’t  get your 
way. 

• Hitting your brother. 

• white heavyweight 
paper

• scissors
• white crayon
• red watercolor paint
• paintbrushes
• cups 
• smocks
• countdown video 

(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. How did David sin against God? (David took 
Uriah’s wife.) 

2. How did David try to hide his sin? (David sent 
Uriah to the place where fighting was most dangerous 
so Uriah would die.)

3. Whom did God send to tell David that what he 
did was wrong? (Nathan)

4. What did David do when Nathan talked to him 
about his sin? (David told God that he was sorry, and 
God forgave David.)

5. Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever. 
SAY • God loved David, and God forgave David for his 

sins, but sin always has consequences. When we sin, 
God forgives us because Jesus faced the consequences 
for our sins when He died on the cross and came 
back to life.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “God Alone” song
• “He Is King” song

Large Group CLOSING

SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
MAIN POINT: God forgave David.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
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SAY • God, thank You for forgiving us when we say we are 
sorry for our sin. Thank You for sending Your Son, 
Jesus, to rescue us from our sin. We love You. Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you do not have a missions activity 
planned, talk about how when we put our faith in Jesus, 
God forgives us no matter what we have done. You may also 
show the “Leaving the Ladder” missions video.
SAY • Brian Koehler lives right here in the United States 

in a town called Hungry Horse, Montana. Brian did 
not love God, but God loved Brian. Brian’s kids were 
going to Canyon Baptist Church without Brian. 
When Brian saw how much the people at the church 
loved his kids, he decided to visit the church. Brian 
saw God’s love for him and decided to turn from his 
sin and follow Jesus. Let’s pray for Canyon Baptist 
Church that God would use them to show more 
people about His love and forgiveness. How can we 
show God’s love and forgiveness to people?

Sing a song
Invite the children to sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little 
Lamb.” 

“ Thank You, God, for saving me, saving me, saving me! 
Thank You, God, for saving me 
Saving me from sin!”

Remind preschoolers that Jesus is a King who saves His 
people from sin. 

• “Leaving the 
Ladder” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable
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God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7

Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is 
our King forever.

Session 1:  Israel Demanded a King  
1 Samuel 8–10 
God chose a king for Israel. 

Session 2:   God Rejected Saul as King 
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35 
Saul disobeyed God, so he could not 
be king anymore.

Session 3:   David Was Anointed and Fought 
Goliath 
1 Samuel 16–17 
God gave David power to defeat 
Goliath.

Session 4:   David and Jonathan Became Friends 
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42 
God gave David a friend.

Session 5:   God Made a Covenant with David 
2 Samuel 7 
God said Jesus would be part of 
David’s family.

      Session 6:   David Sinned and Was Restored 
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51 
God forgave David.



God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing to him a 
psalm of praise.

Psalm 47:7

Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

God is the 
King of all the 
earth: sing ye 
praises with 

understanding.
Psalm 47:7



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Sing a song 
 of wisdom, 

for God is King 
of all the earth.

Psalm 47:7



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing praises with 
a psalm!

Psalm 47:7



Main Point  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10, Session 6  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

God forgave 
David.



David Sinned and Was Restored (2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51)  •  Unit 10, Session 6   •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Who is our 
King?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

Who is our 
King?

Jesus is our King 
forever.



Missions Prayer Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards for preschoolers to take home. 

Use as directed in the Preschool Worship Guide.

A Kingdom Established
Preschool Worship Guide  •  Units 10–12
© 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print 

South Asia
South Asia includes Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Very few missionaries 
live in South Asia among its 1 billion people. Missionaries want 
to go and be Jesus’ heart, hands and voice in South Asia, 
but they need support to get there. 
Pray that God will 
send missionaries 
to these countries. 
Pray that the gospel 
will reach the many 
people groups in 
South Asia.

Nepal
Nepal is located in the Himalayan Mountains, and it is home to 
the tallest point on earth, Mount Everest. Most people who live 
in Nepal practice Hinduism; they worship many gods instead of 
the one true God. Pray 
that missionaries will 
be able to go to Nepal 
and share the good news 
about Jesus. Pray for 
the children who attend 
deaf and blind schools in 
Nepal.

Thailand
Thailand is a country in Southeast Asia. Most of the people who 
live in Thailand are Buddhists. They believe you have to work 
really hard to be a good person to reach paradise. 
Pray that God will send missionaries to tell 
the people of Thailand that Jesus did all 
the hard work for us; we only have 
to trust in Him to have life forever! 
Pray that the people of Thailand 
and the migrant workers there will 
hear and believe the good news 
about Jesus.

India
India is the largest country in South Asia. India is home to a lot 
of people, but many of these people have never heard of Jesus. 
Some of them live in places that are very hard to get to, like the 
Bedia. Many people who live in India do not have good, clean 
water to drink or nutritious food to eat. Missionaries in 
India tell people about Jesus while 
they help build wells or plant food. 
Pray for the Bedia, unreached people 
groups, and children like Rebha who 
need to know the love of Jesus.
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