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Things were not looking up for David. Saul had tried 
multiple times to kill him, and he had to flee for his life, 
leaving behind his good friend Jonathan. But God had 
appointed David to be king, and God was faithful. Leading 
up to 2 Samuel 7, Jonathan was killed in battle against 
the Philistines. Saul fell on his own sword, and David 
became king of Israel. Then David moved the ark of God to 
Jerusalem.

God Made a Covenant with David

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 7
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would be part of David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

5

David settled into his palace, and God gave him peace 
from his enemies. When David looked around, something 
didn’t seem right. He was living in a majestic palace while 
the ark of God was in a tent! David determined to build 
God a temple. That night, God gave the prophet, Nathan, 
a message for David. “Have I ever asked you to build Me 
a house?” God said. “Since I brought the Israelites out of 
Egypt, I have dwelled in a tent.”

God reminded David that he used to be a shepherd, but 
God had made him a king! God promised to give the 
Israelites a place to stay so they wouldn’t need to move 
around anymore. God promised to give them rest from 
their enemies so they could stop fighting.

Though God denied David’s desire to build God a house, 
God promised to make a house for David: a dynasty of his 
descendants and an everlasting kingdom.

As you teach preschoolers about God’s covenant to David, 
help them understand the significance of David’s everlasting 
kingdom. God’s promise to David was ultimately fulfilled 
by his most significant descendant, Jesus Christ: “He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom 
will have no end” (Luke 1:32-33).
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God Made a Covenant with David
2 Samuel 7

God chose David to be king of Israel. Saul had been 
king, but now David was king. God gave His people a 
time of peace.

One day, David was talking with Nathan the prophet. 
“I live in a palace of nice wood,” David pointed out. 
“But the ark of God sits inside a tent!”

“God is with you. Do what you want!” Nathan said. But 
God did not want David to do whatever he wanted. That 
night, God talked to Nathan. God gave Nathan a message 
for David. This is what God wanted Nathan to say to 
David:

“David, are you going to build a house for Me to live 
in? Think about what I have done for My people. I brought 
them out of Egypt. I gave them leaders to guide them. The 
entire time I have been with them, My house has been a 
tent. Did I ever ask anyone to build a temple for Me?

“Remember, you used to be a shepherd, David. 
But I made you a king. I helped you win your battles, 
and My people now live in their own land. There is no 
more fighting. I promise you, David, that you and your 
descendants will be kings. When you die, one of your 
sons will be king. He will be a strong king. He will build 
a house for Me. I will love him, and I will never leave him. 
When your son dies, his son will be king. The king will 
always be someone in your family.” 

Nathan told David everything God said. David went 
into the tent he had set up for the ark of God. God was 
right. God had never asked anyone to build Him a temple. 
Even though David wanted to build a temple for God, 

 The BIBLE STORY
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David chose to listen to God and obey Him instead. 
David sat down and prayed.

“Lord God, I do not deserve anything You have done for 
me, and You promise to do so much more! God, You are so 
great! There is no one like You! You chose the Israelites to 
be Your own people. You rescued them from slavery in 
Egypt.

“God, please keep Your promises to me and my 
family. I am sure You will keep Your promises because 
You always do.”

Christ Connection: God promised David that every king of 
Israel would come from David’s family. God kept His promise. 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to be part of David’s family. Jesus is 
our King. Jesus is alive, and He will be King over God’s people 
forever.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “He Is King.” 
Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the preschoolers 
have arrived, sing an action song such as “Hallelujah” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • Today’s Bible story is about King David. We’re going 

to learn that God made a covenant, or a promise, 
with David. Let’s listen for what promise God makes 
to David. 

Open your Bible to 2 Samuel. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Psalm 47:7. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible 
to the key passage. Point to the key passage as you read it 
aloud, inviting children to say each word after you.
SAY • Our key passage tells us that God is King of 

everything! God always keeps His promises. Since 

• “He Is King” song 
• “Hallelujah” song

• Bible
• “God Made a 

Covenant with 
David” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “God Alone” song

SESSION TITLE: God Made a Covenant with David
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 7
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would be part of David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
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He is King of everything, He has control over 
everything. That means He is in charge of families 
like David’s. He knew that one day He was going to 
send His Son, Jesus, to be born into David’s family! 

Sing the key passage song “God Alone” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s say our big picture question. Repeat after me: 

Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever. Today 
we learned that God said Jesus would be a part 
of David’s family. God had a plan before He even 
created the earth to send Jesus to be our King forever!

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God said Jesus would be part of David’s family. 

God promised David that every king of Israel would 
come from David’s family. God kept His promise. 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to be part of David’s family. 
Jesus is our King. Jesus is alive, and He will be King 
over God’s people forever.

Sing “He Is King” and “Always Good” as preschoolers move 
with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “Worthy.” You 
may also collect an offering.
SAY •  God, thank You for promising David that You would  

send Jesus to be part of his family. You promised that 
Jesus would be a better King because He is perfect! 
Please give us hearts that love You and trust in Jesus 
as our King forever.

Transition to small groups

• Main Point Poster 
• Big Picture Question 

Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “He Is King” song
• “Always Good” song
• “Worthy” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: God Made a Covenant with David
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 7
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would be part of David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Work family puzzles
Set out puzzles depicting families. Guide preschoolers to 
work the puzzles. While preschoolers work, review the Bible 
story and invite them to tell you about their families. Be 
sensitive to family situations.
SAY • God gives us families. God promised David that 

every king of Israel would come from David’s family 
God said Jesus would be part of David’s family. 

Make a family place mat
Invite a preschooler to draw a picture of his family on 
construction paper. Cover both sides of his completed 
drawing with clear contact plastic to make a place mat.
SAY •  When you use this place mat, you can remember 

that God gave you a family. God is King of 
everything! God said Jesus would be part of 
David’s family many, many years before Jesus was 
born. Jesus is our King forever.

Complete a building relay
Form two teams, lined up single file. Designate one child 
on each team as the son. Place two sets of blocks across the 
room. When you say “go,” one preschooler from each team 

• puzzles depicting 
families

LOW PREP

• construction paper
• crayons or markers
• clear contact plastic

Tip: Invite 
preschoolers to 
draw Jesus’ family 
instead to avoid 
bringing attention 
to sensitive family 
situations.

•  blocks
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must walk across the room, take one block from her team’s 
pile, and walk it back to her team’s son. Preschoolers will 
continue gathering blocks as the son assembles a “temple.” 
The team that completes their temple first is the winner.
SAY • God said David’s son would build a temple for Him 

instead of David. God gave David a great promise. 
God said Jesus would be part of David’s family.

Build a tent
Gather sheets, blankets, and clothespins. Invite the children 
to build a tent together and take turns playing inside.
SAY •  God’s house had always been a tabernacle, or tent, 

so God could meet with His people as they traveled 
through the wilderness. God said that one of David’s 
sons would build a temple to show that God would 
be with His people forever. Do you remember what 
else God promised? God said Jesus would be part 
of David’s family! 

Guess who is missing
Set up several toy people or dolls in a row to represent a 
family. Instruct preschoolers to close their eyes or turn 
around as you quickly remove one of the figures and hide it. 
Invite preschoolers to open their eyes and determine which 
“family member” is missing.
SAY •  God makes all families different, so your family 

doesn’t look exactly like this one. God is King over 
every family. In the Bible story today, we learned that 
God said Jesus would be part of David’s family.

Transition to large group closing

• sheets and/or 
blankets

• clothespins

Option: Provide 
Bibles and books 
about families to 
read in the tent.

• toy people
• dolls (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What did David want to build? (David wanted to 
build a temple for God.)

2. Did God want David to build Him a house? (No.)
3. Who made David a king and helped him win his 

battles? (God)
4. Name one of the promises God made David. (His 

son would build the temple. The king would always 
be someone in David’s family. God said that Jesus 
would be a part of David’s family.)

5. Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever. 
SAY • God promised David that every king of Israel would 

come from David’s family. God kept His promise. 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to be part of David’s family. 
Jesus is our King. Jesus is alive, and He will be King 
over God’s people forever.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
SAY • God, thank You for keeping Your promise to David 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “God Alone” song
• “He Is King” song

SESSION TITLE: God Made a Covenant with David
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 7
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would be part of David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Large Group CLOSING
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by sending Your Son, Jesus, to be a part of his family. 
Thank You for making Jesus King of everything. 
Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you do not have a missions activity 
planned, talk about how important it is to tell others about 
King Jesus. You may also show the “Reaching the Migrant 
Workers” missions video.
SAY • Olivia and her friends went to Thailand to share 

the love Jesus with the people there. Most people in 
Thailand believe that you have to work really hard 
and do good things to go to heaven. Olivia and 
her friends told them the truth. God does not need 
people to do things for Him to make Him love them. 
God loves people just because He is God. God loves 
all people! That’s why God sent His Son, Jesus, to 
rescue people from sin and to be their forever King! 
Whom can you share God’s love with today? 

Count your family members
Write the numbers 2–10 on separate sheets of paper. 
Lay the pages on the floor in numerical order. Help the 
preschoolers count the number of family members in their 
home. Invite them to toss the beanbag onto the number 
of family members they have. Remind preschoolers God 
created each of our families differently, but He loves our 
families all the same! God said Jesus would be part of 
David’s family. 

• “Reaching the 
Migrant Workers” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• paper
• marker
• beanbag
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God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7

Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is 
our King forever.

Session 1:  Israel Demanded a King  
1 Samuel 8–10 
God chose a king for Israel. 

Session 2:   God Rejected Saul as King 
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35 
Saul disobeyed God, so he could not 
be king anymore.

Session 3:   David Was Anointed and Fought 
Goliath 
1 Samuel 16–17 
God gave David power to defeat 
Goliath.

Session 4:   David and Jonathan Became Friends 
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42 
God gave David a friend.

Session 5:   God Made a Covenant with David 
2 Samuel 7 
God said Jesus would be part of 
David’s family.

      Session 6:   David Sinned and Was Restored 
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51 
God forgave David.



God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing to him a 
psalm of praise.

Psalm 47:7

Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

God is the 
King of all the 
earth: sing ye 
praises with 

understanding.
Psalm 47:7



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Sing a song 
 of wisdom, 

for God is King 
of all the earth.

Psalm 47:7



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing praises with 
a psalm!

Psalm 47:7



Main Point  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10, Session 5  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

God said 
Jesus would 
be part of 

David’s 
family.
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Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Who is our 
King?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

Who is our 
King?

Jesus is our King 
forever.



Missions Prayer Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards for preschoolers to take home. 

Use as directed in the Preschool Worship Guide.

A Kingdom Established
Preschool Worship Guide  •  Units 10–12
© 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print 

South Asia
South Asia includes Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Very few missionaries 
live in South Asia among its 1 billion people. Missionaries want 
to go and be Jesus’ heart, hands and voice in South Asia, 
but they need support to get there. 
Pray that God will 
send missionaries 
to these countries. 
Pray that the gospel 
will reach the many 
people groups in 
South Asia.

Nepal
Nepal is located in the Himalayan Mountains, and it is home to 
the tallest point on earth, Mount Everest. Most people who live 
in Nepal practice Hinduism; they worship many gods instead of 
the one true God. Pray 
that missionaries will 
be able to go to Nepal 
and share the good news 
about Jesus. Pray for 
the children who attend 
deaf and blind schools in 
Nepal.

Thailand
Thailand is a country in Southeast Asia. Most of the people who 
live in Thailand are Buddhists. They believe you have to work 
really hard to be a good person to reach paradise. 
Pray that God will send missionaries to tell 
the people of Thailand that Jesus did all 
the hard work for us; we only have 
to trust in Him to have life forever! 
Pray that the people of Thailand 
and the migrant workers there will 
hear and believe the good news 
about Jesus.

India
India is the largest country in South Asia. India is home to a lot 
of people, but many of these people have never heard of Jesus. 
Some of them live in places that are very hard to get to, like the 
Bedia. Many people who live in India do not have good, clean 
water to drink or nutritious food to eat. Missionaries in 
India tell people about Jesus while 
they help build wells or plant food. 
Pray for the Bedia, unreached people 
groups, and children like Rebha who 
need to know the love of Jesus.
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