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UNIT 10
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Things were not looking up for David. Saul had tried 
multiple times to kill him, and he had to flee for his life, 
leaving behind his good friend Jonathan. But God had 
appointed David to be king, and God was faithful. Leading 
up to 2 Samuel 7, Jonathan was killed in battle against 
the Philistines. Saul fell on his own sword, and David 
became king of Israel. Then David moved the ark of God to 
Jerusalem.

David settled into his palace, and God gave him peace 
from his enemies. When David looked around, something 
didn’t seem right. He was living in a majestic palace while 
the ark of God was in a tent! David determined to build 

Use Week of:

God Made a Covenant with David

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 7
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would be part of David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)
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5

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

God a temple. That night, God gave the prophet, Nathan, 
a message for David. “Have I ever asked you to build Me 
a house?” God said. “Since I brought the Israelites out of 
Egypt, I have dwelled in a tent.”

God reminded David that he used to be a shepherd, but 
God had made him a king! God promised to give the 
Israelites a place to stay so they wouldn’t need to move 
around anymore. God promised to give them rest from 
their enemies so they could stop fighting.

Though God denied David’s desire to build God a house, 
God promised to make a house for David: a dynasty of his 
descendants and an everlasting kingdom.

As you teach preschoolers about God’s covenant to David, 
help them understand the significance of David’s everlasting 
kingdom. God’s promise to David was ultimately fulfilled 
by his most significant descendant, Jesus Christ: “He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom 
will have no end” (Luke 1:32-33).
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God Made a Covenant with David
2 Samuel 7

God chose David to be king of Israel. Saul had been 
king, but now David was king. God gave His people a 
time of peace.

One day, David was talking with Nathan the prophet. 
“I live in a palace of nice wood,” David pointed out. 
“But the ark of God sits inside a tent!”

“God is with you. Do what you want!” Nathan said. But 
God did not want David to do whatever he wanted. That 
night, God talked to Nathan. God gave Nathan a message 
for David. This is what God wanted Nathan to say to 
David:

“David, are you going to build a house for Me to live 
in? Think about what I have done for My people. I brought 
them out of Egypt. I gave them leaders to guide them. The 
entire time I have been with them, My house has been a 
tent. Did I ever ask anyone to build a temple for Me?

“Remember, you used to be a shepherd, David. 
But I made you a king. I helped you win your battles, 
and My people now live in their own land. There is no 
more fighting. I promise you, David, that you and your 
descendants will be kings. When you die, one of your 
sons will be king. He will be a strong king. He will build 
a house for Me. I will love him, and I will never leave him. 
When your son dies, his son will be king. The king will 
always be someone in your family.” 

Nathan told David everything God said. David went 
into the tent he had set up for the ark of God. God was 
right. God had never asked anyone to build Him a temple. 
Even though David wanted to build a temple for God, 

The BIBLE STORY
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David chose to listen to God and obey Him instead. 
David sat down and prayed.

“Lord God, I do not deserve anything You have done for 
me, and You promise to do so much more! God, You are so 
great! There is no one like You! You chose the Israelites to 
be Your own people. You rescued them from slavery in 
Egypt.

“God, please keep Your promises to me and my 
family. I am sure You will keep Your promises because 
You always do.”

Christ Connection: God promised David that every king of 
Israel would come from David’s family. God kept His promise. 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to be part of David’s family. Jesus is 
our King. Jesus is alive, and He will be King over God’s people 
forever.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that 

God promised to 
give David rest 

from his enemies. 
(2 Sam. 7:11) Jesus 

asks sinners to 
come to Him, and 

He will give us rest. 
(Matt. 11:29) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: God Made a Covenant with David
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 7
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would be part of David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect offering at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to draw a line connecting the father to 
his son.
SAY • In our Bible story today, King David wanted to do 

something special for God. God told David his son 
would be the one to do something special for Him. 
Let’s find out what was the special thing David 
wanted to do.

Play the quiet game
Invite preschoolers to play the quiet game. Form two teams. 
Explain that each team will try to be as quiet as possible for 
as long as possible. If an adult leader hears a team member 
make a sound, the other team is declared the winner. Play 
multiple times as time allows.

• “He Is King” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Like Father, Like 
Son” activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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SAY • Ah, the quiet game is a very peaceful game. In our 
Bible story today, God gave His people a time of 
peace. David was the king of Israel, and there were 
no battles to be fought. Everyone was happy.

Play a memory game
Print two copies of the “Houses” printable. Cut out the 
cards. Arrange the cards in a grid. Place the cards faceup for 
younger preschoolers or facedown for older preschoolers.

Invite preschoolers to take turns uncovering two cards at 
a time to find a match. Continue play until all the matches 
have been uncovered.
SAY • Houses come in all different shapes and sizes. 

In today’s Bible story, the ark of God was in the 
tabernacle, a tent. King David wanted to build a 
house, or temple, for God. Let’s find out what God 
had to say about David building Him a temple.

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to quietly tiptoe to Bible study.

• “Houses” printable 
• scissors

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Show a photograph of a house. Invite preschoolers to tell 
you about where they live. 
SAY • God is kind to give us places to live. In today’s Bible 

story, King David looked at the beautiful palace of 
wood he lived in and thought about the ark of God 
sitting in a tent. David had an idea. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 2 Samuel in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is the most special book in the entire world. 

God gives us His Word in the Bible. All God’s words 
are true. Today’s Bible story is from 2 Samuel.

Show the Bible story video “God Made a Covenant with 
David” or tell the Bible story in your own words using 
the script provided. Use the bolded version for younger 
preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • David wanted to build a temple for God, but God 

said David’s son would build Him a temple instead. 

• house photograph

Tip: Consider 
showing a 
photograph of 
your home to 
help preschoolers 
connect with you 
personally.

• bookmark
• Bible 
• “God Made a Covenant 

with David” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: God Made a Covenant with David
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 7
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would be part of David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
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God made a wonderful promise to David. The king 
of Israel would always be someone from David’s 
family, but best of all God said Jesus would be part 
of David’s family.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. What did David want to do for God? (build a temple) 
2. To whom did God give a message for David? 

(Nathan) 
3. Whom did God say would build Him a temple? 

(David’s son) 
4. What did God promise David? (The king would 

always be from his family.) 
5. Did David build a temple for God? (No, he obeyed 

God and did not.)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • God promised David that every king of Israel would 

come from David’s family. God kept His promise. 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to be part of David’s family. 
Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever. Jesus is 
alive, and He will be King over God’s people forever. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Psalm 47:7. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “God 
Alone.”
SAY • God created the world, and He rules over it. Kings 

and kingdoms only exist because God allows them 
to. God is King of all the earth.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “God Alone” song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: God Made a Covenant with David
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 7
MAIN POINT: God said Jesus would be part of David’s family.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Play out the big picture question
Demonstrate the hand motions below for the preschoolers 
to perform as you repeat the big picture question and 
answer. Repeat, inviting the preschoolers to say the big 
picture question and answer with you as they do the 
motions.

Who is [Hold both arms out at your sides, palms up.]
 our King? [Pretend to place a crown on your head using 
both hands.]
 Jesus [Touch the center of each palm with the middle finger 
of each hand, starting first with your right hand and then 
your left.] 
is our King [Repeat the crown sign.]
 forever. [Hold up your pointer fingers at shoulder height 
and make two wide circles.]

SAY • God promised David that every king of Israel would 
come from David’s family. God said Jesus would 
be part of David’s family. God kept His promise. 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to be part of David’s family. 
Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever! Jesus is 
alive, and He will be King over God’s people forever.

LOW PREP
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Herd sheep 
Spread a bag full of cotton balls around the room. Place a 
basket in the middle of the floor. Explain to preschoolers 
that they will be shepherds, the cotton balls are their sheep, 
and the basket is the sheep pen.

When you say, “Go!” preschoolers must herd the sheep 
into the pen by picking up a cotton ball and placing it in 
the basket. Preschoolers may only pick up one cotton ball 
sheep at a time to place in the basket. When all the sheep 
are in the pen, spread out the cotton balls and play again.
SAY • Before David was a king, he was a shepherd. David 

did not become a king on his own. David did not 
win battles on his own, and David did not lead Israel 
on his own. God was the One who did all of those 
things through David. God did not need David to 
build a temple for Him, but God promised David 
that his son would build the temple. Every king of 
Israel would come from David’s family. God said 
Jesus would be part of David’s family. Jesus would 
be King over God’s people forever.

Play out moving
Set out toys, clothes, boxes, and bins and invite preschoolers 
to play out moving. Guide them to place items in boxes or 
bins and seal the boxes with tape. Play out putting the boxes 
on a truck or use a wagon if available.
SAY • David wanted to move the ark of God from the 

tabernacle to a temple. God gave Nathan a message 
for David. “David, are you going to build a house 
for Me to live in? My house has been a tent. Did 
I ever ask anyone to build a temple for Me?” God 
said David’s son would build a house, or temple, 

• cotton balls
• basket

• toys 
• clothes
• boxes
• bins
• tape
• wagon (optional)
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for Him. God promised David that the king would 
always be someone from his family. God said Jesus 
would be part of David’s family.

Decorate a “house” 
Before the session, cut a door and windows out of a large 
appliance box. Set out markers or crayons and invite 
preschoolers to decorate the inside and the outside of the 
“house.”
SAY • King David wanted to build a house for God. God 

said that David would not build the temple, but that 
David’s son would. God gave David a wonderful 
promise. He said that every king of Israel would 
come from David’s family. Best of all, God said Jesus 
would be part of David’s family. God kept His 
promise. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our King. 
Jesus is alive, and He will be King over God’s people 
forever.

Look at picture books about families
Set out an assortment of picture books about families. 
Invite preschoolers to look at the books. As preschoolers flip 
through the books, ask them to tell you about their family. 
Be sensitive to family situations.
SAY • David wanted to build a temple for God, but God 

said David’s son would build Him a temple instead. 
God promised David that every king of Israel would 
come from David’s family. God said Jesus would be 
part of David’s family. God kept His promise. God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to be part of David’s family. Jesus 
is our King. Jesus is alive, and He will be King over 
God’s people forever.

• large appliance box
• box cutter
• markers or crayons

• books about families
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve pretzel sticks and fruit roll-ups for snack. Invite 
preschoolers to make tents by standing up a pretzel stick 
and laying a fruit roll-up over it. Remind preschoolers that 
David did not think the ark of God should be sitting inside 
a tent while he was living in a nice palace of wood. God 
told David that He did not want David to build Him a 
temple, but God made a promise to David. God said Jesus 
would be part of David’s family.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
picture of something God has provided for them. Remind 
preschoolers that God reminded David that He made 
David a king, helped David win battles, and gave His 
people land. God gives us good things and does not expect 
us to pay Him back. We could not even if we tried. Pray for 
the children.
SAY • God, thank You for keeping Your promise to David 

and sending Jesus. Jesus is our King forever. Amen.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books 
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and Preschool
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God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7

Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is 
our King forever.

Session 1:  Israel Demanded a King  
1 Samuel 8–10 
God chose a king for Israel. 

Session 2:   God Rejected Saul as King 
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35 
Saul disobeyed God, so he could not 
be king anymore.

Session 3:   David Was Anointed and Fought 
Goliath 
1 Samuel 16–17 
God gave David power to defeat 
Goliath.

Session 4:   David and Jonathan Became Friends 
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42 
God gave David a friend.

Session 5:   God Made a Covenant with David 
2 Samuel 7 
God said Jesus would be part of 
David’s family.

      Session 6:   David Sinned and Was Restored 
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51 
God forgave David.



God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing to him a 
psalm of praise.

Psalm 47:7

Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print
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God is the 
King of all the 
earth: sing ye 
praises with 

understanding.
Psalm 47:7
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Sing a song 
 of wisdom, 

for God is King 
of all the earth.

Psalm 47:7
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God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing praises with 
a psalm!

Psalm 47:7
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God said 
Jesus would 
be part of 

David’s 
family.
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DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

DOWNLOAD THE

TGP FAMILY APP

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Who is our King? Jesus is our 
King forever.

BIBLE STORY: 
GOD MADE A COVENANT WITH 
DAVID

• David wanted to build a temple 
for God. 

• God said David’s son would 
build Him a temple, not David.

• God said Jesus would be part of 
David’s family. 

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• God reminded David of 
what He had done for David. 
Remind each other of things 
God has done for your family.

• God promised David that every 
king would be from His family. 
What are some things God 
promises us in the Bible? 

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Spend time with members of 
your extended family. Invite 
older family members to share 
family stories from years ago.

• Arrange for some special 
one-on-one time between one 
parent and one child.

Preschool Activity Pages
Unit 10, Session 5

Like Father, Like Son
INSTRUCTIONS: Match the daddy to his son. 

9
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MAIN POINT: GOD SAID JESUS WOULD BE PART OF DAVID’S FAMILY. God Made a Covenant with David  
2 Samuel 7 10
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Who is our 
King?
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Who is our 
King?

Jesus is our King 
forever.



Houses
Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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Houses
Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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