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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Following David’s slaying of Goliath, the Philistine warrior, 
King Saul’s son Jonathan dedicated himself to David. He 
loved David as much as he loved himself. Jonathan’s gifts 
to David—his own robe, tunic, sword, bow, and belt—
indicated that Jonathan recognized David as God’s choice 
for the next king, a position Jonathan could have rightly 
expected as Saul’s son.

David got a lot of attention for striking down Goliath, and 
King Saul was jealous. Saul unsuccessfully attempted to kill 

David and Jonathan Became Friends

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42
MAIN POINT: God gave David a friend.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 40

SMALL GROUP 
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(25–30 MINUTES)
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

4

David. Saul instructed his servants and his son Jonathan to 
kill David. But Jonathan loved David, and he pleaded with 
his father not to kill him.

“As surely as the Lord lives, David will not be killed,” Saul 
told Jonathan. With this promise, David returned to serving 
King Saul. But it wasn’t long before Saul was again troubled 
and attempted to kill David. This time, David fled.

In 1 Samuel 20, David came to Jonathan in a desperate 
situation. “What have I done? What did I do wrong? How 
have I sinned against your father that he wants to take my 
life?” David asked.

Jonathan had a hard time believing his father would want to 
kill David, so Jonathan and David came up with a plan to 
determine Saul’s intentions. Through his interactions with 
Saul at the festival of the New Moon, Jonathan determined 
Saul did want to kill David. He relayed the information to 
David, and the two friends departed with great sadness.

As you teach the story of David and Jonathan, help 
preschoolers recognize what Jonathan did for David. He 
laid down his rights as king, interceded on his behalf, 
and ultimately laid down his life. Jonathan’s life gives us a 
glimpse of Jesus, the mighty friend of sinners. Jesus left His 
position in heaven to come down to us. He gave up His life 
to save us, and intercedes for us before God.
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David and Jonathan Became Friends
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42

David was a hero! With a sling and a stone, David 
had killed Goliath—the strongest, meanest, tallest 
man in the Philistine army. David lived at King Saul’s 
palace. King Saul had a son named Jonathan. David and 
Jonathan became friends. Jonathan gave gifts to David: his 
robe, coat, sword, bow, and belt.

Whenever King Saul asked David to do something, 
David did it. And David did a good job! But Saul did 
not love David like Jonathan loved David. King Saul was 
jealous that the people liked David so much. He wanted 
to kill David, so Jonathan told David to hide.

The next morning, Jonathan talked to his father. “Why 
would you want to kill David?” Jonathan asked. “He has 
done nothing but help you.” Saul promised not to kill 
David. Jonathan told David the good news, and David 
returned to serve Saul as he had done before.

But King Saul did not keep His promise very long. One 
day, when David was playing the harp for Saul, Saul threw 
a spear at David. But he missed and David ran away. David 
told Jonathan what had happened. Jonathan could not 
believe it!

“How can I help?” Jonathan asked.
David came up with a plan. David said that he was 

invited to a special meal, but he was not going to go. “If 
Saul asks where I am, tell him I asked you if I could go 
to Bethlehem,” David told Jonathan. “If Saul gets angry, 
you will know he wants to kill me.”

Jonathan told David that he would give him a signal 
to tell David what Saul planned to do.

The BIBLE STORY
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So Jonathan went to the special meal with his father. 
When Saul sat down to eat, he asked, “Where is David?”

“David is in Bethlehem. I told him he could go,” 
Jonathan said.

 Saul became very angry. “David deserves to die!” he 
yelled.

“Why?” Jonathan asked. “What has he done wrong?”
Saul threw his spear at Jonathan, and Jonathan left the 

table. He was sad that his father wanted to kill David.
The next morning, Jonathan went to the field where 

David was hiding. Jonathan gave David the signal that 
Saul wanted to kill him. Jonathan sent his servant away, 
and David came out of hiding. David and Jonathan cried 
and said their goodbyes.

“Take care of yourself,” Jonathan said. David and 
Jonathan left each other, knowing that no matter what, 
they would always be friends.

Christ Connection: David and Jonathan were very good 
friends. Jesus calls us friends. (John 15:15) Jesus is a greater 
friend than anyone. He showed His love for us by giving up His 
life to rescue us from sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “He Is King.” 
Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the preschoolers 
have arrived, sing an action song such as “Hallelujah” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • Today’s Bible story is about David making a friend 

named Jonathan. After David defeated Goliath, 
David went to live in King Saul’s palace where he 
met Saul’s son Jonathan. Let’s listen and learn about 
David and Jonathan’s friendship!

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Psalm 47:7. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible 
to the key passage. Point to the key passage as you read it 
aloud, inviting children to say each word after you.
SAY • Our key passage tells us that God is our King and no 

• “He Is King” song 
• “Hallelujah” song

• Bible
• “David and 

Jonathan Became 
Friends” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “God Alone” song

SESSION TITLE: David and Jonathan Became Friends
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42
MAIN POINT: God gave David a friend.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
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one else. God is King of all the earth and everything 
in it! We can sing songs of praise to God because He 
is our good and loving King forever!

Sing the key passage song “God Alone” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s say our big picture question: Who is our King? 

Jesus is our King forever. Today we learned that 
Jesus is not only a powerful King, but He is also our 
loving Friend. How do we know Jesus is our loving 
Friend? [Invite children to respond.] That’s right! Jesus 
showed His love for us by giving up His life to rescue 
us from sin. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God gave David a friend. David and Jonathan were 

very good friends. Jesus calls us friends. (John 15:15) 
Jesus is a greater friend than anyone. He showed His 
love for us by giving up His life to rescue us from sin.

Sing “He Is King” and “Humble Yourself ” as preschoolers 
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing 
“Worthy.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • Jesus, thank You for being our powerful King who 

is in control of everything and also our Friend who 
loves us. Thank You for loving us even when we sin 
and for forgiving us when we say we are sorry for our 
sin. We love You. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “He Is King” song
• “Humble Yourself” 

song
• “Worthy” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: David and Jonathan Became Friends
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42
MAIN POINT: God gave David a friend.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “_____ Is a Friend!”
Invite the preschoolers to sit in a large circle on the floor. 
Play music while preschoolers pass a beanbag around the 
circle. When the music stops, all the children should say, 
“[Name of child with beanbag] is a friend.” Start the music 
again and continue to play until each child has been named. 
SAY • We can all be friends here, and God wants us to be 

friends! Do you remember the friend in our story 
who helped David? [Invite children to respond.] That’s 
right! God gave David a friend named Jonathan! 

Assemble a friendship chain
Give each preschooler a strip of construction paper. Help 
preschoolers write their names on the strips and decorate 
them with stickers and crayons. Use tape to demonstrate 
how to link the strips of paper together by forming rings. 
Invite preschoolers to make additional chain links and write 
the names of other friends on them. Write Jesus on a strip 
and add it to the chain. Display the chain in the classroom. 
SAY •  God gave David a friend. When we look at this 

chain we can be reminded that God gives us friends. 
Jesus is a greater friend than anyone. He showed His 
love for us by giving up His life to rescue us from sin.

• “He Is King” song 
(optional) 

• “God Alone” song

LOW PREP

• construction paper
• scissors
• crayons or markers
• stickers
• tape
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Blow bubbles with friends
Set a blanket on the floor. Provide bubble wands and 
solution for preschoolers to blow bubbles together.
SAY •  God gave David a friend, and God gives us friends 

too! Our greatest Friend is Jesus. Jesus loved us so 
much that He died on the cross and came back to 
life to rescue us from sin!

Make a David and Jonathan puzzle
Print a copy of the Bible story picture for each preschooler. 
Help a preschooler make a puzzle by cutting his picture into 
six to eight pieces. Place the puzzle pieces in a ziplock bag 
labeled with the child’s name. Invite preschoolers to trade 
puzzles with friends and take turns working each others’ 
puzzles.
SAY •  Making puzzles and working them with friends is 

fun! God gave David a friend named Jonathan. 
Jonathan was a good friend to David, and he made 
sure that David was safe from King Saul. 

Make a harps
Invite preschoolers to place rubber bands around empty 
tissue boxes. Encourage preschoolers to pluck and strum 
the rubber bands. Discuss how the length, thickness, and 
tension effect whether the sound is high or low.
SAY •  David played a stringed instrument called a harp. 

King Saul tried to hurt David while he was playing 
the harp for him. God gave David a friend who 
protected David from King Saul!

Transition to large group closing

• blanket
• bubble wands
• bubble solution

• Bible Story Picture, 
1 per child 

• scissors
• ziplock bags, 1 per 

child
• markers

Tip: Label each 
puzzle piece with 
the owner’s initials 
to prevent mixing 
up pieces.

•  empty tissue boxes, 
1 per child

• assorted rubber 
bands

Option: Use box lids 
or plastic containers 
instead of tissue 
boxes.

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Where did David live after he defeated Goliath? (at 
King Saul’s palace)

2. Who became friends with David? (God gave 
David a friend named Jonathan.)

3. How did Jonathan protect David from King Saul? 
(Jonathan told David to go away to be safe.)

4. Were David and Jonathan going to stop being 
friends after David went away? (No, they would 
always be friends.)

5. Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
SAY • David and Jonathan were very good friends. Jesus 

calls us friends. Jesus is a greater friend than anyone. 
He showed His love for us by giving up His life to 
rescue us from sin.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
SAY •  Jesus, thank You for being our Friend! Thank You for 

being such an incredible King. You love us so much 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “God Alone” song
• “He Is King” song

SESSION TITLE: David and Jonathan Became Friends
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42
MAIN POINT: God gave David a friend.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Large Group CLOSING
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that You gave up Your life for us. Please help us to 
love You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you do not have a missions activity 
planned, talk about the importance of telling others that 
Jesus wants to be their friend. You may also show the “Time 
with Dad Is Awesome!” missions video. 
SAY • Tim and his dad traveled to South Asia to discover 

what life is like there and to share the gospel with the 
people there. Tim and his dad told the people there 
how Jesus loves them and wants to be their friend. 
Maybe when you get old enough, you will travel to 
a far away place to tell people about Jesus, but for 
now, you can tell people right here about Jesus. Can 
you think of a friend of yours who needs to become 
friends with Jesus?

Friendship bracelets
Provide the children with yarn or elastic cording and 
different color beads or drinking straws cut in small pieces. 
Assist children in making bracelets and tying them around 
their wrists. Encourage the children to make two matching 
bracelets so that they can give one to a friend. 
SAY • Friendship bracelets are a fun way to remind your 

friend that you love them. Every time you look down 
at your bracelet, you can remember that your friend 
has a matching one! God gave David a friend, and 
God wants us to tell our friends about Jesus! 

• “Time with Dad Is 
Awesome!” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• yarn 
• elastic cording 

(optional)
• scissors
• beads 
• drinking straws 

(optional)
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God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7

Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is 
our King forever.

Session 1:  Israel Demanded a King  
1 Samuel 8–10 
God chose a king for Israel. 

Session 2:   God Rejected Saul as King 
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35 
Saul disobeyed God, so he could not 
be king anymore.

Session 3:   David Was Anointed and Fought 
Goliath 
1 Samuel 16–17 
God gave David power to defeat 
Goliath.

Session 4:   David and Jonathan Became Friends 
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42 
God gave David a friend.

Session 5:   God Made a Covenant with David 
2 Samuel 7 
God said Jesus would be part of 
David’s family.

      Session 6:   David Sinned and Was Restored 
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51 
God forgave David.



God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing to him a 
psalm of praise.

Psalm 47:7

Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

God is the 
King of all the 
earth: sing ye 
praises with 

understanding.
Psalm 47:7



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Sing a song 
 of wisdom, 

for God is King 
of all the earth.

Psalm 47:7



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing praises with 
a psalm!

Psalm 47:7



Main Point  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10, Session 4  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

God gave 
David a friend.



David and Jonathan Became Friends (1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42)  •  Unit 10, Session 4   •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Who is our 
King?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

Who is our 
King?

Jesus is our King 
forever.



Missions Prayer Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards for preschoolers to take home. 

Use as directed in the Preschool Worship Guide.

A Kingdom Established
Preschool Worship Guide  •  Units 10–12
© 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print 

South Asia
South Asia includes Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Very few missionaries 
live in South Asia among its 1 billion people. Missionaries want 
to go and be Jesus’ heart, hands and voice in South Asia, 
but they need support to get there. 
Pray that God will 
send missionaries 
to these countries. 
Pray that the gospel 
will reach the many 
people groups in 
South Asia.

Nepal
Nepal is located in the Himalayan Mountains, and it is home to 
the tallest point on earth, Mount Everest. Most people who live 
in Nepal practice Hinduism; they worship many gods instead of 
the one true God. Pray 
that missionaries will 
be able to go to Nepal 
and share the good news 
about Jesus. Pray for 
the children who attend 
deaf and blind schools in 
Nepal.

Thailand
Thailand is a country in Southeast Asia. Most of the people who 
live in Thailand are Buddhists. They believe you have to work 
really hard to be a good person to reach paradise. 
Pray that God will send missionaries to tell 
the people of Thailand that Jesus did all 
the hard work for us; we only have 
to trust in Him to have life forever! 
Pray that the people of Thailand 
and the migrant workers there will 
hear and believe the good news 
about Jesus.

India
India is the largest country in South Asia. India is home to a lot 
of people, but many of these people have never heard of Jesus. 
Some of them live in places that are very hard to get to, like the 
Bedia. Many people who live in India do not have good, clean 
water to drink or nutritious food to eat. Missionaries in 
India tell people about Jesus while 
they help build wells or plant food. 
Pray for the Bedia, unreached people 
groups, and children like Rebha who 
need to know the love of Jesus.
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