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Leader BIBLE STUDY

By all appearances, Saul was a good choice as king. He was 
tall, handsome, and blessed by God. But Saul forgot that his 
kingship was from God. Saul made some mistakes that cost 
him his throne.

In 1 Samuel 13, Saul sinned by burning offerings in 
Samuel’s absence. That moment was an important test 
for Saul. According to Samuel, the Lord would have 
permanently established Saul’s reign if Saul had obeyed. 

God Rejected Saul as King

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king anymore.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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Instead, God would appoint a king who was loyal to Him. 
(1 Sam. 13:13-14)

Saul sinned again when his troops battled the Amalekites. 
God told Saul to destroy the Amalekites completely. 
The Amalekites were enemies of God’s people. (See 
Deut. 25:17-19.) But Saul spared Agag the king and kept 
the best livestock and cattle. They destroyed the worthless 
things.

When Samuel arrived, Saul proudly said, “I have carried out 
the Lord’s instructions!” Samuel asked him about the sheep, 
the cattle, and King Agag. But Saul still insisted that he had 
obeyed; he planned to offer the sheep and cattle to the Lord 
as a sacrifice.

“To obey is better than sacrifice … Because you have 
rejected the word of the Lord, He has rejected you as 
king!” Samuel said. (1 Sam. 15:22-23) After they returned 
to Israel, Samuel never visited Saul again, and the Lord 
regretted making Saul king.

As you teach, help guide the preschoolers to understand 
that all earthly kings like Saul are imperfect. But we can see 
how those kings point us to the perfect King, Jesus, who 
carried out His Father’s instructions without fail.
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God Rejected Saul as King
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35

When Saul became king of Israel, he built an army. One 
day, Saul took a group of soldiers with him into the hills. 
Saul’s son, Jonathan, took another group of soldiers to a 
nearby city.

Jonathan and his army ran into a group of Philistines. 
The Philistines were enemies of Israel. They did not get 
along with God’s people. Jonathan and his army fought 
with some of the Philistines, and the soldiers destroyed one 
of the Philistines’ army camps.

The Philistines were mad! They were ready to go to 
war against the Israelites. The Israelites were afraid. The 
Philistines had more soldiers, more chariots, and more 
horses than the Israelites. Surely they would win! So 
some of the Israelites hid in caves.

King Saul did not know what to do. Maybe if he 
made a sacrifice to God, then God would help them. But 
Saul was not allowed to make sacrifices. Only Samuel 
was supposed to do that. Saul waited and waited for 
Samuel to come. He waited for seven days, but Samuel 
did not come. So Saul made the sacrifice himself. Then 
Samuel came.

“Saul, what are you doing?” Samuel asked.
“You were not here, and the soldiers started to leave. I 

asked God for help to fight the Philistines,” Saul said.
“You have done the wrong thing by offering the 

sacrifice,” Samuel said. “You will not be king for very 
long. God is going to find someone else to be king, 
someone who obeys Him.”

Later, God spoke to Samuel. God wanted Saul to fight 

The BIBLE STORY
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the Amalekites. God said that when the Israelites won the 
battle, they should destroy everything, even the animals. 
So the Israelites fought the Amalekites, and they won the 
battle. But Saul did not do what God wanted him to do. 
He kept the best cattle, sheep, and animals. The army 
only destroyed the things nobody wanted.

God said to Samuel, “If Saul doesn’t obey Me, I do 
not want him to be king.”

Samuel told Saul that God was angry with him. Saul 
was sad. He wanted to be king, but God was going to give 
Israel a new king, a king who obeyed God.

Christ Connection: King Saul offered a sacrifice that only 
the priest was allowed to give. God rejected Saul as king, but 
He had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus never sinned, 
and He gave His life as the perfect sacrifice for us.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “He Is King.” 
Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the preschoolers 
have arrived, sing an action song such as “Hallelujah” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • In today’s Bible story, we are going to learn more 

about King Saul. Last week we learned that God gave 
Israel a king and his name was Saul, let’s find out if 
Saul obeyed God as king of Israel.

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Psalm 47:7. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible 
to the key passage. Point to the key passage as you read it 
aloud, inviting children to say each word after you.
SAY •  Our key passage reminds us that our wise God is 

King over everything. He rules over everything with 

• “He Is King” song 
• “Hallelujah” song

• Bible
• “God Rejected 

Saul as King” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “God Alone” song

SESSION TITLE: God Rejected Saul as King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king anymore.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
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wisdom. God created everything, and He knows how 
His creation works best. He is the best King of all!

Sing the key passage song “God Alone” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s say our big picture question: Who is our King? 

[Allow for responses.] Jesus is our King forever. Jesus 
is our perfect King! Unlike any other king, Jesus 
obeyed God completely and faithfully. King Jesus 
obeyed God to the point of dying on the cross and 
coming back to life to save us from sin forever. What 
a great King Jesus is!

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king 

anymore. King Saul offered a sacrifice that only the 
priest was allowed to give. King Saul showed that he 
did not trust God, so God rejected Saul as king. But 
God had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus 
never sinned, and He gave His life as the perfect 
sacrifice for us.

Sing “He Is King” and “Humble Yourself ” as preschoolers 
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing 
“Worthy.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for showing us through King Saul 

that we need a perfect King, Jesus, who always 
obeyed You. Thank You for giving us King Jesus who 
died on the cross and came back to life to save us 
forever! Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “He Is King” song
• “Humble Yourself” 

song
• “Worthy” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: God Rejected Saul as King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king anymore.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “Mother, May I?”
Play “Mother, May I?” following the traditional rules. 
Form a line. Choose a preschooler to be Mother. Guide 
preschoolers to take turns asking to take a certain number 
and type of step. Mother will answer “yes” or “no.” If the 
answer is “no,” Mother must offer an alternative. The child 
who reaches Mother first wins.
SAY •  During the game, you had to obey Mother. It is 

important for us to obey our parents or teachers, 
but it is even more important to obey God. Saul 
disobeyed God, so he could not be king anymore. 

Color by number
Provide each child with a “Color by Number” printable. 
Assist preschoolers in locating the crayons needed for each 
number. Read the word OBEY when the children have 
finished coloring.
SAY •  What does it mean to obey? [Invite children to 

respond.] Today we learned that King Saul didn’t obey 
God. Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king 
anymore. God had a plan to send a perfect King 
who would always obey Him, Jesus! 

• 
LOW PREP

• “Color by Number” 
printable

• crayons or markers
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O-B-E-Y beanbag toss
Provide four shoe boxes or plastic bins. Write one letter 
from the word O-B-E-Y on an index card and tape one card 
to each box. Invite the children to take turns tossing the 
beanbags into the boxes to spell out OBEY.
SAY •  Obey means to do what you are told to do. In the 

Bible story today we heard about King Saul. Saul 
disobeyed God, so he could not be king anymore. 
God knew that His people needed a King who would 
obey Him, so God planned to send a better King. 
Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever!

Call and repeat the big picture question
Invite preschoolers to squat down like a frog. When you 
say “Who is our King?” Preschoolers should jump up 
and respond with the answer “Jesus is our King forever!” 
Continue the actions as time and energy allows.
SAY •  In the story today we learned that Saul did not obey 

God, so he could not be king anymore. God had a 
better plan to send us a King who would always obey 
God. Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever!

Gravity experiment
Invite the preschoolers to sit in a circle. Hold up a medium 
size playground or rubber ball. Ask children to tell you what 
they think the ball will do when you let it go. (It will fall.) 
SAY • God made the world, and He knows how it works 

best. As you will learn in science, God made rules 
about what objects do when they fall or roll, and 
even items in our world obey God’s rules. Saul did 
not obey God, so he could not be king anymore. 

Transition to large group closing

• beanbags
• shoe boxes, 4
• plastic bins, 4 

(optional) 
• index cards, 4
• tape
• marker

LOW PREP

• medium size ball

Option: If you have 
time, invite children 
to explore other 
laws of motion 
by rolling a ball 
and stopping it to 
explore the law of 
inertia.

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who was the king of Israel in our story? (Saul)
2. Was Saul allowed to make sacrifices to God? (No, 

only Samuel the priest was allowed to make sacrifices 
to God.)

3. What did Samuel tell Saul was more important 
than offering sacrifices? (obeying God)

4. Why did God tell Saul that he would not be king 
anymore? (Saul disobeyed God, so he could not 
be king anymore.)

5. Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever!
SAY • King Saul offered a sacrifice that only the priest was 

allowed to give. God rejected Saul as king, but He 
had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus never 
sinned, and He gave His life as the perfect sacrifice 
for us.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
SAY • God, thank You for loving Your people so much that 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “God Alone” song
• “He Is King” song

SESSION TITLE: God Rejected Saul as King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
MAIN POINT: Saul disobeyed God, so he could not be king anymore.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.

Large Group CLOSING
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You gave us a perfect King! Thank You, Jesus, for 
obeying God always and showing us how to obey 
God just like You. God, give us hearts that always 
want to obey You and love You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you do not have a missions activity 
planned, talk about the importance of obeying God. When 
we obey God, we show Him that we love Him and trust 
Him. You may also show the “Deaf and Blind Schools” 
missions video.
SAY • Christians in Nepal are obeying God by working 

with children at deaf and blind schools. The children 
at the deaf school cannot hear, and the children at 
the blind school cannot see. These followers of Jesus 
are teaching the kids there how to speak in sign 
language or how to read and write in braille. They 
also tell these children about King Jesus! Let’s pray 
for these kids and the people who teach them. How 
can we help children who are deaf or blind where we 
live? How can we tell them about Jesus?

Follow the leader
Instruct the preschoolers to stand in a line behind you. 
Invite the children to follow you around the room and 
copy exactly what you do. Lead the children around the 
classroom in a zigzag line. Jump, skip, hop, twirl, and clap 
your hands every so often. Invite children to take turns 
being the leader.

• “Deaf and Blind 
Schools” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable
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God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7

Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is 
our King forever.

Session 1:  Israel Demanded a King  
1 Samuel 8–10 
God chose a king for Israel. 

Session 2:   God Rejected Saul as King 
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35 
Saul disobeyed God, so he could not 
be king anymore.

Session 3:   David Was Anointed and Fought 
Goliath 
1 Samuel 16–17 
God gave David power to defeat 
Goliath.

Session 4:   David and Jonathan Became Friends 
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42 
God gave David a friend.

Session 5:   God Made a Covenant with David 
2 Samuel 7 
God said Jesus would be part of 
David’s family.

      Session 6:   David Sinned and Was Restored 
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51 
God forgave David.



God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing to him a 
psalm of praise.

Psalm 47:7

Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

God is the 
King of all the 
earth: sing ye 
praises with 

understanding.
Psalm 47:7



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Sing a song 
 of wisdom, 

for God is King 
of all the earth.

Psalm 47:7
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God is the King 
of all the earth; 

sing praises with 
a psalm!

Psalm 47:7
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Saul disobeyed 
God, so he could 

not be king 
anymore.
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Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 10  •  © 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print

Who is our 
King?
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Who is our 
King?

Jesus is our King 
forever.



Missions Prayer Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards for preschoolers to take home. 

Use as directed in the Preschool Worship Guide.

A Kingdom Established
Preschool Worship Guide  •  Units 10–12
© 2016 LifeWay  OK to Print 

South Asia
South Asia includes Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Very few missionaries 
live in South Asia among its 1 billion people. Missionaries want 
to go and be Jesus’ heart, hands and voice in South Asia, 
but they need support to get there. 
Pray that God will 
send missionaries 
to these countries. 
Pray that the gospel 
will reach the many 
people groups in 
South Asia.

Nepal
Nepal is located in the Himalayan Mountains, and it is home to 
the tallest point on earth, Mount Everest. Most people who live 
in Nepal practice Hinduism; they worship many gods instead of 
the one true God. Pray 
that missionaries will 
be able to go to Nepal 
and share the good news 
about Jesus. Pray for 
the children who attend 
deaf and blind schools in 
Nepal.

Thailand
Thailand is a country in Southeast Asia. Most of the people who 
live in Thailand are Buddhists. They believe you have to work 
really hard to be a good person to reach paradise. 
Pray that God will send missionaries to tell 
the people of Thailand that Jesus did all 
the hard work for us; we only have 
to trust in Him to have life forever! 
Pray that the people of Thailand 
and the migrant workers there will 
hear and believe the good news 
about Jesus.

India
India is the largest country in South Asia. India is home to a lot 
of people, but many of these people have never heard of Jesus. 
Some of them live in places that are very hard to get to, like the 
Bedia. Many people who live in India do not have good, clean 
water to drink or nutritious food to eat. Missionaries in 
India tell people about Jesus while 
they help build wells or plant food. 
Pray for the Bedia, unreached people 
groups, and children like Rebha who 
need to know the love of Jesus.



Color by Number
Instructions: Print and use as instructed in the Preschool Worship Guide.

God the King
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