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Use Week of:

Israel Demanded a King
1 Samuel 8–10
God chose a king for Israel.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
BIBLE PASSAGE:
MAIN POINT:
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Leader BIBLE STUDY
Samuel had judged Israel throughout his lifetime, but he
was getting old. So Samuel appointed his sons, Joel and
Abijah, as judges over Israel. But like many sons, Joel and
Abijah did not follow the example of their father. They
were unfair and dishonest. They disobeyed God and caused
problems for Israel.
Until this time, Israel had relied on God to give them judges
to lead them. The elders of Israel spoke to Samuel about
his sons, and they demanded a king. They pointed out that
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all the other nations around them had kings. Samuel wasn’t
happy with their request, and he prayed to God.
God replied, “Give them what they want. They have not
rejected you; they have rejected Me as their king.” God
pointed out that His people had been doing the same thing
ever since He brought them out of Egypt: turning from
God and worshiping other gods. He told Samuel to warn
the Israelites about the consequences of having a king.
So Samuel explained to the Israelites what rights a king
would have. He warned that when they regretted asking
for a king—and they would regret it—God would not help
them. The people still insisted on having a king, so God
told Samuel to appoint a king.

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

Through a series of events, a young man named Saul came
to Samuel. God had chosen Saul to be the king, so Samuel
told Saul about God’s plan. Samuel anointed Saul by
pouring oil on his head, and then Samuel presented Saul to
Israel. “Long live the king!” the people replied.
God knew Israel would want a king, but the kind of
king Israel wanted was not the kind of king they needed.
They wanted a king like the other nations. The problem
was that every human king would fail them. God had a
plan to give them Jesus—fully God and fully man. Jesus
would be a perfect King who would reign with justice and
righteousness forever. (Isa. 9:6-7)
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Check out the
video “The
Big Story” for
a picture of
this quarter’s
part in God’s
big story of
redemption.
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The BIBLE STORY
Israel Demanded a King
1 Samuel 8–10
Samuel had been a judge in Israel for many years.
Samuel’s job was to make important decisions and lead
God’s people. But now Samuel was getting old. It was time
for his sons to be Israel’s leaders. But Samuel’s sons were
not good judges like Samuel. They were not fair, and they
did not always tell the truth.
Some of the men in Israel went to Samuel. “You were
a good judge,” they told Samuel, “but your sons are not
like you. We don’t want them to lead us. The nations
around us have a king. We want a king, too!” Samuel did
not know what to say, so he prayed to God.
God said, “Samuel, give the people a king. Do not feel
bad. They are not saying they do not want you as their
leader; they are saying they do not want Me.”
Samuel warned the Israelites that they would have to
do whatever the king wanted. A king could make their
sons serve in the army, he could make their daughters work
for him, or he could take away their fields and servants. The
Israelites did not care. “Give us a king!” they said.
Around this time, a rich man was looking for some
of his donkeys that had wandered away. The man said
to his son Saul, “Go look for the donkeys. Take a servant
with you.”
Saul and his servant looked everywhere! They could
not find the missing donkeys. Then the servant said, “Let’s
go talk to the man of God. Maybe he knows where we
could find the donkeys.” Saul and his servant found the
man of God—it was Samuel.
“Do not worry about the donkeys,” Samuel said.
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“They have been found.”
Samuel invited Saul to have dinner with him. The next
morning, Samuel told Saul that God had chosen Saul to
be the king of Israel. Saul was surprised. He was not from
a big family. In fact, he was from the smallest tribe in Israel.
Samuel used oil to anoint Saul. “You will be king!”
Samuel said. Samuel gave Saul some instructions and sent
him home. The Spirit of God was with Saul.
Some time later, Samuel gathered the Israelites and
introduced Saul, their new king. Saul tried to hide, but
the crowd found him. All the people said, “Long live the
king!”
Christ Connection: The Israelites did not trust God. They
wanted a king. God gave the Israelites a king, but He had a
plan to send His Son, Jesus, to be king over the whole world.
Jesus would be the perfect King. Jesus would bring peace and
save people from sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP
Israel Demanded a King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–10
MAIN POINT: God chose a king for Israel.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “He Is King” song
• “Hallelujah” song

Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “He Is King.”
Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the preschoolers
have arrived, sing an action song such as “Hallelujah” to
engage them and help them feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• “Israel Demanded
a King” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

• Today’s Bible story is about a time when God’s
people decided that they wanted a king because they
did not trust God to lead them. Let’s listen and learn
about the king God sent His people.
Open your Bible to 1 Samuel. Tell the Bible story in
your own words, using the script provided, or show the
video. Read the bolded version of the script for young
preschoolers.
SAY

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or
ribbon
• “God Alone” song
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Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Psalm 47:7. Invite a few
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible
to the key passage. Point to the key passage as you read it
aloud, inviting children to say each word after you.
SAY • The key passage for the next couple of weeks tells us
that God is King. This verse reminds us that because
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God is King, we can sing songs to Him. He is worthy
of being praised because He is the perfect King!
Sing the key passage song “God Alone” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• I am going to ask you a very important question.
This question is our big picture question for the
next few weeks. Who is our King? [Allow children to
repeat the question.] The answer is, Jesus is our King
forever. God always has a plan for His people! He
knew that we needed a King to rescue us from sin.
God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue us from sin and be
our perfect King forever!

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• The Israelites did not trust God. They wanted a king.
God chose a king for Israel. God gave the Israelites
a king, but He had a plan to send His Son, Jesus,
to be king over the whole world. Jesus would be
the perfect King. Jesus would bring peace and save
people from sin.
Sing “He Is King” and “Always Good” as preschoolers move
with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “Worthy.” You
may also collect an offering.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to live a
sinless life and to die for us on the cross. Jesus is our
King forever! Help us to love and obey Jesus as our
King in everything that we do. Amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “He Is King” song
• “Always Good” song
• “Worthy” song
• offering basket

Transition to small groups

• countdown video
(optional)
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Small Group ACTIVITIES
Israel Demanded a King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–10
MAIN POINT: God chose a king for Israel.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
SESSION TITLE:

Guess the king
EP
LOW PR

•

Form a circle. Choose a volunteer to stand in the middle
of the circle and close her eyes. Silently point to another
child in the circle who will be the “king.” Then everyone
in the circle will say “We have a king!” The child in the
middle may open her eyes and guess who is the king. After
three unsuccessful guesses, reveal the king and play again,
choosing a new king and guesser in each round.
SAY • Do you remember who chose the king of Israel in
the Bible story today? God chose a king for Israel.
God gave the Israelites a king like they wanted, but
He had a plan to send His Son, Jesus, to be king over
the whole world.

Big picture question dance party
• “He Is King” song
(optional)
• “God Alone” song
(optional)
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Play music and invite the preschoolers to dance and move
around. When the music stops, ask “Who is our King?”
and the preschoolers will respond with “Jesus is our King
forever!” Continue to play and stop the music until the
preschoolers memorize the big picture question and answer.
SAY • Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever! Jesus is
a better King than any earthly king. Jesus is a perfect
King who brings peace and saves people from sin.
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Examine oil
Post an allergy alert. Pour several oils into individual bowls
on a towel. Invite preschoolers to dip one finger into each
bowl. Guide preschoolers to examine the oils by rubbing
the oil on their fingers and smelling the oil. Ask them how
the oil feels on their skin. Wash hands when finished.
SAY • God chose a king for Israel, and Saul was the
person He chose. Samuel poured oil on Saul’s head to
show he was the new king. That is called anointing.

• Allergy Alert
download
• baby, mineral, olive,
coconut, vegetable,
or canola oil
• bowls
• towel
• smocks
• wipes for cleanup

King tag
Invite preschoolers to play tag by the normal rules. Choose
one child to be It. It must tag someone and say, “You are
the king [queen]!” The “king/queen” is now It and must tag
someone else. Play until everyone has been king or queen.
SAY • The Israelites did not trust God, so they asked for a
king to lead them. God chose a king for Israel, but
God had a plan to one day send His Son to be King.
Jesus would bring peace and save people from sin.

EP
LOW PR

Crowns for a king
Use the crown template to trace and cut out a crown for
each preschooler. Provide stickers, markers, and glitter pens
for children to decorate their crowns.
SAY • When God chose a king for Israel, do you think
that King Saul wore a sparkly crown? King Jesus
wore a crown, but it was not a beautiful, sparkly
crown. Jesus wore a crown made of thorns when He
rescued people from sin.

• “Crown Template”
printable
• construction paper
• scissors
• stickers
• markers
• glitter pens

Transition to large group closing

• countdown video
(optional)
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Large Group CLOSING
Israel Demanded a King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–10
MAIN POINT: God chose a king for Israel.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “God Alone” song
• “He Is King” song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. Who was the judge in our Bible story? (Samuel)
2. Why did the people of Israel want a king? (They
wanted to be like the nations around them who had
kings. Deep down, they did not trust God to lead
them.)
3. Whom did God choose to be the king of Israel?
(Saul)
4. What did Samuel use to show that God had chosen
Saul? (Samuel anointed Saul with oil.)
5. Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
SAY • The Israelites did not trust God. They wanted a king.
God gave the Israelites a king, but He had a plan to
send His Son, Jesus, to be king over the whole world.
Jesus would be the perfect King. Jesus would bring
peace and save people from sin.
Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for sending us a perfect King—Your
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Son, Jesus. Thank You, Jesus, for rescuing us from
our sin. Give us hearts that love and obey You as our
King. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
introduce the activity and talk about the reasons for it. If
you do not have a missions activity planned, talk about how
important it is for us to tell others about our perfect King
Jesus. Explain that everyone wants to follow a king of some
sort. We want to tell others that Jesus is the only King who
will bring peace and save us from sin. You may also show
the “Blessed Hope” missions video.
SAY • God changed Sonam’s heart to show her that Jesus
is King. Now Sonam wants to tell everyone how
Jesus is the perfect King who saves people from sin.
Missionaries like Jewel, Eliza, and Alexis help Sonam
and other ladies learn more about Jesus as they help
them make bracelets and bake cookies. Let’s pray for
the people of Nepal, that they would turn away from
worshiping false gods and would worship the one
true King Jesus.

• “Blessed Hope”
missions video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printable

Draw a king
Provide the preschoolers with paper and crayons. Invite the
children to draw what they think a king looks like. Remind
them of the Bible story and that God’s people wanted a
king and God had a plan to one day send a perfect King—
His Son, Jesus. Ask preschoolers the big picture question as
they work. Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
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• paper
• crayons or markers
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God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7
Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is
our King forever.
Session 1: Israel Demanded a King
1 Samuel 8–10
God chose a king for Israel.
Session 2: G
 od Rejected Saul as King
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
Saul disobeyed God, so he could not
be king anymore.
Session 3: D
 avid Was Anointed and Fought
Goliath
1 Samuel 16–17
God gave David power to defeat
Goliath.
Session 4: D
 avid and Jonathan Became Friends
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42
God gave David a friend.
Session 5: G
 od Made a Covenant with David
2 Samuel 7
God said Jesus would be part of
David’s family.
Session 6: D
 avid Sinned and Was Restored
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
God forgave David.
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God is the King
of all the earth;
sing to him a
psalm of praise.
Psalm 47:7
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God is the
King of all the
earth: sing ye
praises with
understanding.
Psalm 47:7
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Sing a song
of wisdom,
for God is King
of all the earth.
Psalm 47:7
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God is the King
of all the earth;
sing praises with
a psalm!
Psalm 47:7
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God chose a
king for Israel.
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Who is our
King?
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Who is our
King?
Jesus is our King
forever.
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South Asia

South Asia includes Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Very few missionaries
live in South Asia among its 1 billion people. Missionaries want
to go and be Jesus’ heart, hands and voice in South Asia,
but they need support to get there.
Pray that God will
send missionaries
to these countries.
Pray that the gospel
will reach the many
people groups in
South Asia.

Thailand

Thailand is a country in Southeast Asia. Most of the people who
live in Thailand are Buddhists. They believe you have to work
really hard to be a good person to reach paradise.
Pray that God will send missionaries to tell
the people of Thailand that Jesus did all
the hard work for us; we only have
to trust in Him to have life forever!
Pray that the people of Thailand
and the migrant workers there will
hear and believe the good news
about Jesus.

A Kingdom Established
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Nepal

Nepal is located in the Himalayan Mountains, and it is home to
the tallest point on earth, Mount Everest. Most people who live
in Nepal practice Hinduism; they worship many gods instead of
the one true God. Pray
that missionaries will
be able to go to Nepal
and share the good news
about Jesus. Pray for
the children who attend
deaf and blind schools in
Nepal.

India

India is the largest country in South Asia. India is home to a lot
of people, but many of these people have never heard of Jesus.
Some of them live in places that are very hard to get to, like the
Bedia. Many people who live in India do not have good, clean
water to drink or nutritious food to eat. Missionaries in
India tell people about Jesus while
they help build wells or plant food.
Pray for the Bedia, unreached people
groups, and children like Rebha who
need to know the love of Jesus.

Missions Prayer Cards

Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards for preschoolers to take home.
Use as directed in the Preschool Worship Guide.

God the King
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Crown Template

Instructions: Print and use as instructed in the Preschool Worship Guide.

