UNIT 10
Session 1

Use Week of:

Israel Demanded a King
1

1 Samuel 8–10
MAIN POINT: God chose a king for Israel.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
BIBLE PASSAGE:
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Leader BIBLE STUDY
Samuel had judged Israel throughout his lifetime, but he
was getting old. So Samuel appointed his sons, Joel and
Abijah, as judges over Israel. But like many sons, Joel and
Abijah did not follow the example of their father. They
were unfair and dishonest. They disobeyed God and caused
problems for Israel.
Until this time, Israel had relied on God to give them judges
to lead them. The elders of Israel spoke to Samuel about
his sons, and they demanded a king. They pointed out that
all the other nations around them had kings. Samuel wasn’t
happy with their request, and he prayed to God.
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God replied, “Give them what they want. They have not
rejected you; they have rejected Me as their king.” God
pointed out that His people had been doing the same thing
ever since He brought them out of Egypt: turning from
God and worshiping other gods. He told Samuel to warn
the Israelites about the consequences of having a king.

Check out the
video “The
Big Story” for
a picture of
this quarter’s
part in God’s
big story of
redemption.

So Samuel explained to the Israelites what rights a king
would have. He warned that when they regretted asking
for a king—and they would regret it—God would not help
them. The people still insisted on having a king, so God
told Samuel to appoint a king.
Through a series of events, a young man named Saul came
to Samuel. God had chosen Saul to be the king, so Samuel
told Saul about God’s plan. Samuel anointed Saul by
pouring oil on his head, and then Samuel presented Saul to
Israel. “Long live the king!” the people replied.
God knew Israel would want a king, but the kind of
king Israel wanted was not the kind of king they needed.
They wanted a king like the other nations. The problem
was that every human king would fail them. God had a
plan to give them Jesus—fully God and fully man. Jesus
would be a perfect King who would reign with justice and
righteousness forever. (Isa. 9:6-7)

Additional resources for each session are available at
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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The BIBLE STORY
Israel Demanded a King
1 Samuel 8–10
Samuel had been a judge in Israel for many years.
Samuel’s job was to make important decisions and lead
God’s people. But now Samuel was getting old. It was time
for his sons to be Israel’s leaders. But Samuel’s sons were
not good judges like Samuel. They were not fair, and they
did not always tell the truth.
Some of the men in Israel went to Samuel. “You were
a good judge,” they told Samuel, “but your sons are not
like you. We don’t want them to lead us. The nations
around us have a king. We want a king, too!” Samuel did
not know what to say, so he prayed to God.
God said, “Samuel, give the people a king. Do not feel
bad. They are not saying they do not want you as their
leader; they are saying they do not want Me.”
Samuel warned the Israelites that they would have to
do whatever the king wanted. A king could make their
sons serve in the army, he could make their daughters work
for him, or he could take away their fields and servants. The
Israelites did not care. “Give us a king!” they said.
Around this time, a rich man was looking for some
of his donkeys that had wandered away. The man said
to his son Saul, “Go look for the donkeys. Take a servant
with you.”
Saul and his servant looked everywhere! They could
not find the missing donkeys. Then the servant said, “Let’s
go talk to the man of God. Maybe he knows where we
could find the donkeys.” Saul and his servant found the
man of God—it was Samuel.
“Do not worry about the donkeys,” Samuel said.
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“They have been found.”
Samuel invited Saul to have dinner with him. The next
morning, Samuel told Saul that God had chosen Saul to
be the king of Israel. Saul was surprised. He was not from
a big family. In fact, he was from the smallest tribe in Israel.
Samuel used oil to anoint Saul. “You will be king!”
Samuel said. Samuel gave Saul some instructions and sent
him home. The Spirit of God was with Saul.
Some time later, Samuel gathered the Israelites and
introduced Saul, their new king. Saul tried to hide, but
the crowd found him. All the people said, “Long live the
king!”
Christ Connection: The Israelites did not trust God. They
wanted a king. God gave the Israelites a king, but He had a
plan to send His Son, Jesus, to be King over the whole world.
Jesus would be the perfect King. Jesus would bring peace and
save people from sin.

God the King
© 2016 LifeWay

WANT TO
DISCOVER
GOD’S WORD?
GET
MORE!

Invite preschoolers
to check out this
week’s devotionals to
discover that Samuel
gave Saul signs to let
him know that God
would be with him
and would equip
him for his new
calling as the first
king of Israel. (See
1 Sam. 10:7.) Order
in bulk, subscribe
quarterly, or purchase
individually. For
more information,
check out
www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING
Israel Demanded a King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–10
MAIN POINT: God chose a king for Israel.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
• “He Is King”song
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to
the Bible story theme

Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures.
Set an offering basket near the door to collect offering at an
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
• “A Crown for a King”
activity page,
1 per child
• crayons or markers

Invite preschoolers to color the jewels on the crown.
SAY • Who wears a crown? That’s right. A king wears a
crown. For many years, God had been leading His
people through judges. God’s people looked at the
nations around them. The nations around them had
kings, so they wanted a king to lead them, too. Let’s
find out what God said about that.

Play “The King Says”
EP
LOW PR
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Play a version of “Simon Says.” Select a preschooler to be
king. The king will call out various actions for the rest of
the group to perform. When the king says, “The king says,”
before calling out an action, preschoolers should perform
the action. If the king does not say, “The king says,” before
calling out an action, preschoolers should not perform the
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action. After a few rounds, select a new king and play again.
SAY • You had to do whatever the king told you to do in
this game. In today’s Bible story, the Israelites said
they wanted a king to lead them. Samuel warned the
Israelites that they would have to do whatever the
king wanted. Let’s find out what the Israelites said
to that.

Draw crowns on mirrors
Provide non-breaking hand mirrors and colorful dry erase
markers for preschoolers. Invite a preschooler to use a
marker to draw a crown on the mirror. Help a younger
preschooler get started by drawing a crown outline on the
mirror for him and guiding him to decorate the crown.
Show preschoolers how to hold the mirror at an angle so
they appear to be wearing the crown.
SAY • Kings and queens wear crowns. The Israelites said
they wanted a king to lead them. Let’s discover what
happened in our Bible story today.

• non-breaking hand
mirrors
• dry erase markers
• paper towels

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.
Invite preschoolers to bow and curtsy as they move to Bible
study.
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• countdown video
(optional)
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Large Group LEADER
Israel Demanded a King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–10
MAIN POINT: God chose a king for Israel.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
SESSION TITLE:

Introduce the Bible story
• toy crown

Display the crown for preschoolers to see.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, the Israelites did not trust God
to lead them. They wanted a king to lead them. Let’s
find out what happened.

Watch or tell the Bible story
• bookmark
• Bible
• “Israel Demanded a
King”video
• Bible Story Picture
Poster

Place a bookmark at 1 Samuel in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is the most important book. The Bible has
God’s words in it. Everything in the Bible happened
in real life. Today’s Bible story is from 1 Samuel.
Show the Bible story video “Israel Demanded a King” or tell
the Bible story in your own words using the script provided.
Use the bolded version for younger preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
• Main Point Poster
• GiantTimeline or
Big Story Circle
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SAY

• The Israelites wanted to be like the nations around
them. They wanted a king. They did not realize they
already had the best king of all—God. Even so, God
gave them what they wanted. God chose a king for
Israel.
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Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big
story circle as you ask the following review questions:
1. Whom did the Israelites want to lead them? (a king)
2. Was wanting a human king a right thing or a wrong
thing? (a wrong thing)
3. What did Samuel say a king could do? (make the
people do whatever the king wanted)
4. By wanting a king, whom were the Israelites saying
they did not want as their leader? (God)
5. Whom did God choose to be king of Israel? (Saul)

Learn the big picture question
SAY

• Our big picture question and answer tells us who our
king is. Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
God gave the Israelites a king, but Saul was not a
perfect king. No human king could be perfect. God
had a plan to send His Son, Jesus, to be king over the
whole world. Jesus is a perfect King. Jesus is the King
who saves us from sin.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Practice the key passage
Open your Bible to Psalm 47:7. Read the key passage aloud
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “God
Alone.”
SAY • Our key passage tells us that God is King over all the
earth. Even though God gave the Israelites a king,
God still ruled over the Israelites and their king. God
created the world, and He rules over all of it. Any
power that any king or ruler has is only what God
gives.

• Key Passage Poster
• “God Alone”song

Transition to small groups
God the King
© 2016 LifeWay
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Small Group ACTIVITIES
Israel Demanded a King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–10
MAIN POINT: God chose a king for Israel.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever.
SESSION TITLE:

Stand shoulder to shoulder
EP
LOW PR

• measuring tape
(optional)

Guide preschoolers to line up in order of height from
shortest to tallest. Discover who is the tallest child in the
class and who is the shortest. Consider using a measuring
tape to determine each child’s height.
SAY • The Bible says that Saul was taller than any of the
other Israelite people. (1 Sam. 9:2) God chose a
king for Israel, and God chose Saul. Saul may have
looked like a king, but we will discover Saul was
not a perfect king. God had a plan to send a perfect
King, His Son. Jesus would be King over the whole
world.

Sort crowns
• “Crowns”printable
• scissors
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Print and cut apart the “Crowns” printable. Mix up the
cards and invite preschoolers to sort the cards into piles of
matching crowns.
SAY • The Israelites did not trust God. They wanted a king.
God told Samuel to give the people a king. God
chose a king for Israel. For now, that king would be
Saul, but one day, God would send His own Son to
be King. Jesus would not just be King over Israel but
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King over the whole world. King Jesus would bring
peace and save people from sin.

Search for donkeys
Print several copies of the “Donkey” printable and hide
them around the room. Invite preschoolers to search for
the hidden donkeys. After all the donkeys are found, allow
preschoolers to hide them and play again.
SAY • Saul and his servant went to Samuel to ask about his
father’s missing donkeys. Samuel said the donkeys
had been found, but he had bigger news for Saul.
God chose a king for Israel, and Saul was God’s
choice.

• “Donkey”printable

Make oil slick prints
Provide a foam plate for each preschooler. Pour 1
tablespoon of baby oil on each plate and squirt 1 teaspoon
of tempera paint into the oil. Invite preschoolers to mix
the oil and paint together with a craft stick. Guide them
to spread the mixture around their plate to form a pattern.
Demonstrate how to place a sheet of construction paper on
top of the mixture and gently press down to make a print.
Place the prints in a safe place to dry.
SAY • Samuel used oil to anoint Saul. “You will be king!”
Samuel said. The Israelites showed they did not trust
God when they asked for a king, but God chose a
king for Israel. The Spirit of God was with Saul, but
God had a plan to send His very own Son to be King
over the whole world. Jesus would be the perfect
King who would bring peace and save people from
sin.
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• plastic tablecloth
• foam plates
• measuring spoons
• baby oil
• tempera paint
• craft sticks
• construction paper
• smocks
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Play out having dinner
• toy plates, cups,
utensils, and food
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Invite preschoolers to play out having guests over for
dinner. Invite them to set out plates, cups, and utensils.
Guide them to pantomime preparing, serving, and eating
toy food.
SAY • God chose a king for Israel. Samuel invited Saul to
have dinner with him. The next morning, Samuel
told Saul that God had chosen Saul to be the king of
Israel. We will find out that Saul would only be king
for a while, but later, God would send a King who
would be King forever. This King would be God’s
own Son, Jesus. King Jesus would be the perfect King
who would bring peace and save people from sin.
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities.
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time.
Thank God for the snack.
Serve animal crackers for snack. Invite preschoolers to
search their crackers for a donkey. Remind preschoolers that
Saul and his servant were looking for his father’s missing
donkeys when they met Samuel. Samuel told Saul that God
had chosen Saul to be the king of Israel.

• countdown video
(optional)
• Allergy Alert download
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins

Transition
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible
story coloring page.
Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a
picture of Jesus wearing a crown. Remind preschoolers that
God chose a king for Israel and God chose a king for us
too. Jesus is our King forever. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, we do not want to be like the Israelites. We
want to trust You as You rule over us. No earthly
king could ever compare to the perfect King You gave
us in Jesus. King Jesus rescues us from sin. Amen.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture
cards for families.

God the King
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• books
• puzzles
• play dough
• Journal Page printable,
1 per child
• Bible Story Coloring
Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for
Families: Babies,
Toddlers, and Preschool
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God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7
Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is
our King forever.
Session 1: Israel Demanded a King
1 Samuel 8–10
God chose a king for Israel.
Session 2: G
 od Rejected Saul as King
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
Saul disobeyed God, so he could not
be king anymore.
Session 3: D
 avid Was Anointed and Fought
Goliath
1 Samuel 16–17
God gave David power to defeat
Goliath.
Session 4: D
 avid and Jonathan Became Friends
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42
God gave David a friend.
Session 5: G
 od Made a Covenant with David
2 Samuel 7
God said Jesus would be part of
David’s family.
Session 6: D
 avid Sinned and Was Restored
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
God forgave David.
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God is the King
of all the earth;
sing to him a
psalm of praise.
Psalm 47:7

Key Passage (NIV) • Preschool • Unit 10 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

God is the
King of all the
earth: sing ye
praises with
understanding.
Psalm 47:7

Key Passage (KJV) • Preschool • Unit 10 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

Sing a song
of wisdom,
for God is King
of all the earth.
Psalm 47:7

Key Passage (HCSB®) • Preschool • Unit 10 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

God is the King
of all the earth;
sing praises with
a psalm!
Psalm 47:7

Key Passage (ESV) • Preschool • Unit 10 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

God chose a
king for Israel.
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A Crown for a King
INSTRUCTIONS:

Use markers or crayons to color the jewels in the crown.

DO

W
TGP N L O A
FAM D T H
E
ILY
APP

KEY PASSAGE: Psalm

47:7

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Who is our King? Jesus is our
King forever.
BIBLE STORY:
ISRAEL DEMANDED A KING

• The Israelites wanted a king like
other nations.
• Samuel warned the people that
a king would make them do
what he wanted.
• God chose Saul as king.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• How did wanting a king show
that the Israelites did not trust
God?
• Have you ever wanted
something someone else had?
• Have you ever gotten
something you wanted and it
did not turn out to be a great as
you expected?
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Play “Simon Says” as a family.
Remind preschoolers that the
Israelites would have to do
whatever their new king said.
• Find pictures of national leaders
online. Remind children that
human leaders make mistakes,
but God is a perfect King.
Preschool Activity Pages
Unit 10, Session 1
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MAIN POINT: GOD CHOSE A KING FOR ISRAEL.
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Israel Demanded a King
1 Samuel 8–10

2

Who is our
King?

Big Picture Question and Answer • Preschool • Unit 10 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

Who is our
King?
Jesus is our King
forever.
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Donkey

Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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Crowns

Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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Crowns

Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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Crowns

Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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Crowns

Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.
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Crowns

Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Leader Guide.

