Unit 10 • Session 1

UNIT 10
Session 1

Use Week of:

Israel Demanded a King
1

1 Samuel 8–10
MAIN POINT: God chose Saul as Israel’s first king.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and
He rules over the world.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

SMALL GROUP OPENING

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES

(10–15 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 10

PAGE 12

PAGE 18

Leader BIBLE STUDY
Samuel had judged Israel throughout his lifetime, but he
was getting old. So Samuel appointed his sons, Joel and
Abijah, as judges over Israel. But like many sons, Joel and
Abijah did not follow the example of their father. They
were unfair and dishonest. They disobeyed God and caused
problems for Israel.
Until this time, Israel had relied on God to give them judges
to lead them. The elders of Israel spoke to Samuel about
his sons, and they demanded a king. They pointed out that
all the other nations around them had kings. Samuel wasn’t
happy with their request, and he prayed to God.
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God replied, “Give them what they want. They have not
rejected you; they have rejected Me as their king.” God
pointed out that His people had been doing the same thing
ever since He brought them out of Egypt: turning from
God and worshiping other gods. He told Samuel to warn
the Israelites about the consequences of having a king.

1

So Samuel explained to the Israelites what rights a king
would have. He warned that when they regretted asking
for a king—and they would regret it—God would not help
them. The people still insisted on having a king, so God
told Samuel to appoint a king.
Through a series of events, a young man named Saul came
to Samuel. God had chosen Saul to be the king, so Samuel
told Saul about God’s plan. Samuel anointed Saul by
pouring oil on his head, and then Samuel presented Saul to
Israel. “Long live the king!” the people replied.
God knew Israel would want a king, but the kind of
king Israel wanted was not the kind of king they needed.
They wanted a king like the other nations. The problem
was that every human king would fail them. God had a
plan to give them Jesus—fully God and fully man. Jesus
would be a perfect King who would reign with justice and
righteousness forever. (Isa. 9:6-7)

Additional resources for each session are available at
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

God the King
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The BIBLE STORY
Israel Demanded a King
1 Samuel 8–10
Samuel was a judge over Israel. At this time, Israel had
no king, but they wanted a king.
Samuel had two sons, Joel and Abijah. Because Samuel
was getting old, he let his sons be rulers over Israel. There
was a problem, though. Joel and Abijah were not good
judges like their father was. Joel and Abijah were unfair
and dishonest.
The leaders of Israel went to Samuel. “You were a
good judge,” they said, “but your sons have not followed
your example. We don’t want them to lead us; we want a
king like the nations around us!”
Samuel wasn’t sure how to respond, so he prayed to
God.
God said, “Samuel, they are not rejecting you; they
are rejecting Me as king. Give them what they want, but
make sure you warn them what it will be like to have an
earthly king.”
Samuel explained to the Israelites what rights an earthly
king would have. A king could make their sons serve in the
army, he could make their daughters work for him, or he
could take away their fields and servants. Samuel warned
the people that they would regret asking for a king, but
the Israelites didn’t care. “Give us a king!” they said.
Meanwhile, a wealthy man named Kish was looking
for some of his donkeys that had wandered off. Kish told
his son Saul to take a servant with him and search for
the missing animals. Saul searched, but he was unable to
find the donkeys. He was ready to give up.
“Wait,” his servant said. “There is a man of God in
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this city. Let’s talk to him; maybe he knows where we can
find the donkeys.” Saul and his servant found the man
of God—it was Samuel.
“Don’t worry about the donkeys,” Samuel said.
“They have been found.”
Samuel invited Saul to have dinner with him. The
next morning, Samuel told Saul that God had chosen
Saul to be the king of Israel. Saul was surprised because he
was from the tribe of Benjamin, the smallest tribe in Israel.
Samuel used oil to anoint Saul. “You will be king!”
Samuel said. Samuel gave Saul some instructions and sent
him home. The Spirit of God was with Saul.
Some time later, Samuel gathered the Israelites to
introduce Saul, their new king. But no one could find
Saul. God said, “There he is, hidden among the supplies.”
The people ran to get Saul, and Saul stood among all the
people. “Long live the king!” they said.
Christ Connection: God intended for a heavenly king to
rule over Israel, but the Israelites did not trust God’s plan. So
God chose Saul to be their king. God had a plan to one day
send His Son, Jesus, to rule the entire world. Jesus would be the
perfect King who would bring peace and salvation to the world.

God the King

WANT TO
DISCOVER
GOD’S WORD?
GET
BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check
out this week’s
devotionals to
discover that Samuel
gave Saul signs to let
him know that God
would be with him
and would equip
him for his new
calling as the first
king of Israel. (See
1 Sam. 10:7.) Order
in bulk, subscribe
quarterly, or purchase
individually. For
more information,
check out
www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING
Israel Demanded a King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–10
MAIN POINT: God chose Saul as Israel’s first king.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and
He rules over the world.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new
kids connect to your group. As kids arrive, invite them
to talk about what makes a good leader. What traits or
characteristics does a good leader have?

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Donkey Roundup”
activity page, 1 per kid
• pencils or markers

EP
LOW PR

• paper crown

Invite kids to complete the “Donkey Roundup” on the
activity page. Can they find and circle all the hidden
donkeys? Challenge them to find 4 brown donkeys, 3 gray
donkeys, 2 red donkeys, and 1 white donkey.
SAY • In the Bible story we will hear today, someone was
looking for donkeys. Do you think he found them?

Session starter (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: King for a day
Invite kids to stand in a circle. Put a paper crown on one
kid’s head. Invite him to finish the statement, “If I were
king for a day, everyone would …” Kids may choose simple
actions to complete the sentence such as “clap their hands,”
“stomp their feet,” or “jump up and down.”
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Then the king should lead the rest of the kids in
completing the action. Prompt the person with the crown
to give it to another player. Now the new “king” will finish
the phrase. For an added challenge, require each king to
restate the commands of previous kings before adding a new
command. Kids should perform all the commands in order.
SAY • Why do you think people would want to be ruled by
a king? Why might having a king be a bad thing? In
today’s Bible story, the people of Israel wanted a king,
but Samuel warned them that they would have to do
whatever the king said. Let’s find out what happened.
What’s in common?
List related items on a dry erase board or large sheet of
paper. Challenge kids to identify what the items have in
common. For example:
• carrots, hot dogs, cereal (types of food)
• blue, orange, green (colors)
• car, train, airplane, bus (things that go)
• Genesis, Exodus, Psalms, Matthew, Mark, Romans
(books of the Bible)
Continue to list items kids would be familiar with such as
church leaders, local restaurants, or popular musicians.
SAY • Saul, David, Solomon, Rehoboam, and Jeroboam.
Can you think of what these people have in
common? These men were kings! For many years,
God chose judges to lead the Israelites. But when
God’s people decided they wanted someone else to
lead them, God allowed kings to lead. Sadly, they
were not always helpful leaders.
OPTION 2:

• dry erase board or
large sheet of paper
• marker

Transition to large group
God the King
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Large Group LEADER
Israel Demanded a King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–10
MAIN POINT: God chose Saul as Israel’s first king.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and
He rules over the world.
SESSION TITLE:

• room decorations
• Theme Background
Slide (optional)

Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Simulate a king’s
court by covering the wall with gray paper and drawing
round shapes like a stone wall. Arrange wooden chairs or
benches at the front of the room. Hang flags or banners
from the ceiling and position a throne as a focal point.

Countdown
• countdown video
• “The Big Story”video

Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to
end as large group time begins. Then begin the session by
showing the video “The Big Story.”

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• feather hat
• scroll
• paper trumpet

[Large Group Leader enters wearing a hat with a feather in it.
Leader is carrying a long paper trumpet and a scroll. He or she
unrolls the scroll and shouts an announcement.]
LEADER • Hear ye, hear ye! Let it be known that, at the
request of His Royal Highness, all children over the
age of 8 shall report for military duty, all children
under the age of 8 shall report to the kitchen, and
the best of your vineyards and orchards shall belong
to his servants! [Roll up the scroll.]
Oh, my. Did you all hear that? The king has made
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a decree, and whatever the king says must be obeyed!
I am the king’s trumpeter, and it is my duty to share
these commands. Do any of you have any vineyards
or orchards to give to the king? Raise your hand if
you would like to fight in the king’s army or work in
his kitchen. [Allow kids to respond.]
I see. Now, long ago, God’s people—the
Israelites—asked for a king. I can’t wait to find out
what happened!

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the timeline map. Briefly review the history of Israel:
• God used Moses to rescue the Israelites from slavery
in Egypt.
• Moses led the people in the wilderness and toward
the promised land.
• After Moses died, Joshua led the people into the
promised land.
LEADER • What can you tell me about the Israelites? (They
were God’s people, descendants of Abraham.)
What happened when Joshua died? (The Israelites
forgot about God and worshiped idols.) God was angry
that His people had turned away from Him. He
allowed the Israelites’ enemies to take over. Then the
Israelites remembered how good life was when they
loved and obeyed God. They cried out to God for
help. Whom did God raise up to lead His people?
(judges) God raised up judges like Othniel, Ehud,
Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Samson, and Samuel.
Samuel was the last judge.
In today’s Bible story, you will hear why. The title
here might give it away: “Israel Demanded a King.”

God the King

• GiantTimeline or
Big Story Circle
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Big picture question (1 minute)
• Before we listen to the Bible story, let me tell you
our big picture question: Who is our King? Did you
know we have a king? A king might not be the leader
of our country, but we have a king who is ruler of the
whole universe!

LEADER

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
• Bibles
• “Israel Demanded a
King”video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 8–10. Tell the Bible story
in your own words, or show the Bible story video “Israel
Demanded a King.”
LEADER • Samuel had been the judge of Israel, but when his
sons became judges, they were not good leaders.
1. Why were Eli’s sons not good leaders? (They were
unfair and dishonest, 1 Sam. 8:3)
2. The nations around Israel had kings. Israel wanted a
king, too. Samuel knew this was wrong. God was the
King of His people. Who were the people actually
rejecting? (God, 1 Sam. 8:7)
3. God said that He would give the Israelites a king,
but He told Samuel to warn them. What did Samuel
warn the people about having a king? (They would
have to do what the king wanted, 1 Sam. 8:10-18)
4. Around this time, a wealthy man told his son Saul
to search for his missing donkeys. Saul searched, but
he could not find the donkeys. His servant suggested
Saul ask someone for help. Whom did Saul go to for
help? (Samuel, 1 Sam. 9:19-19)
5. Samuel told Saul that the donkeys had been found.
Saul stayed with Samuel. The next morning, what
news did Samuel give Saul? (God chose Saul as
Israel’s first king, 1 Sam. 10:1)
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• Samuel anointed Saul, but when the time came
for Saul to be king, Saul hid. The people found him,
and Saul became their king.
God intended for a heavenly king to rule over
Israel, but the Israelites did not trust God’s plan.
So God chose Saul as Israel’s first king. God had
a plan to one day send His Son, Jesus, to rule the
entire world. Jesus would be the perfect King who
would bring peace and salvation to the world.
Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever, and
He rules over the world.

LEADER

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)
Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions.
Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they
may have about becoming a Christian.

Tip: Provide I’m a
Christian Now for
new Christians to
take home and
complete with their
families.

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster and lead kids to read it aloud
together. Show the four props and help kids associate them
with phrases of Psalm 47:7-8 as they begin to memorize it.
Sing a song of wisdom (microphone)
for God is King of all the earth. (crown)
God reigns over the nations; (map)
God is seated on His holy throne. (chair)
Psalm 47:7-8 (HCSB®)
Allow four volunteers to hold up each prop as kids say the
key passage together several times.
LEADER • The Israelites demanded a king, and God chose
God the King

• Key Passage Poster
• “God Alone”song
• microphone
• paper crown
• map
• chair
Note: You may need
to adapt the props
to correspond with
your choice of Bible
translation.
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Saul as Israel’s first king. Who is our King? Jesus is
our King forever, and He rules over the world.
Sing the key passage song “God Alone.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes)
• “Unit 10, Session 1”
discussion starter
video

• If the Israelites had a king, they would have to
listen to the king and do what he said. Whom do
you listen to when you have a decision to make?
Think about that and check out this video.
Show the “Unit 10, Session 1” discussion starter video.
Lead kids to share whom they think the contestant should
have listened to. Guide them to discuss whose voice is most
powerful or influential in their lives. Whom do they trust
the most—themselves or someone else?
LEADER • Who knows what is best for you? (God) The
Israelites rejected God as their king and demanded
an earthly king. Who is our King? Jesus is our King
forever, and He rules over the world. How can you
show that God is number 1 in your life?
LEADER

Sing (4 minutes)
• “He Is King”song

• Let’s sing to God together.
Lead kids in singing “He Is King.”

LEADER

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • Lord God, You are our King. We look to You for
care and protection. We love and trust You. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.

God the King
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Small Group LEADER
Israel Demanded a King
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Samuel 8–10
MAIN POINT: God chose Saul as Israel’s first king.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 47:7-8 Big Picture Question: Who is our King? Jesus
is our King forever, and He rules over the world.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster

Form four groups of kids. Lead kids to read the key passage
from the poster together. Then assign each group a portion
of the key passage.
Point to the first group to say the first phrase together.
Then they should point to the second group. The second
group should say the second phrase and then point to the
third group, and so on until kids say the entire passage.
SAY • Great job, everyone! Let’s work to memorize
Psalm 47:7-8 over the next few weeks. Memorizing
God’s Word helps us remember the truth about Him.
These verses even help us remember the answer to
our big picture question! Who is our King? Jesus is
our King forever, and He rules over the world.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• paper crown

Prepare a simple paper crown from heavyweight paper or
poster board. Position the crown on a table or tall chair.
Form two teams of kids. Invite one player from each
team to stand next to the crown and open a Bible to
1 Samuel 8–10. Explain that you will ask a review question.
The first player to find the answer in the Bible, grab the
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crown, and put it on his head may give an answer. If he
is correct, his team earns one point. If he is incorrect, the
other player gets a chance to answer and earn one point. For
each review question, invite a new pair of kids to play.
1. What was the name of Israel’s last judge? (Samuel)
2. Name one of Samuel’s two oldest sons. (Joel and
Abijah, 1 Sam. 8:2)
3. Why were Samuel’s sons bad leaders? (They were
unfair and dishonest, 1 Sam. 8:3)
4. What did the Israelites tell Samuel they wanted?
(a king, 1 Sam. 8:5)
5. Did the Israelites reject Samuel or did they reject
God? (God, 1 Sam. 8:7)
6. What warning did Samuel give the Israelites?
(They would have to do whatever the king said,
1 Sam. 8:11-17)
7. Did Samuel say the Israelites would enjoy having a
king or regret it? (regret it, 1 Sam. 8:18)
8. Saul was searching for what animals? (donkeys,
1 Sam. 9:3)
9. Who was the man of God that Saul went to for help?
(Samuel, 1 Sam. 9:19)
10. What did Samuel use to anoint Saul? (oil,
1 Sam. 10:1)
11. Where did Saul hide? (among the supplies,
1 Sam. 10:23)

Activity choice (10 minutes)
King tag
Guide one kid to wear a paper crown. Explain that this
kid—the king—is It. Instruct the rest of the kids to link
arms to form groups. Each group must include at least two
OPTION 1:

God the King

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.

EP
LOW PR

• paper crown
• Key Passage Poster
or Bible
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Option: Review
the gospel with
boys and girls.
Explain that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they have
questions.

players. Call out “Israel demanded a king!” to prompt kids
to form new groups. The king should try to tag kids who
are not linked to a group. If a player is tagged, he is out.
When several players are “out,” allow them to rejoin the
game after they do one of the following:
• Answer the big picture question. (Who is our King?
Jesus is our King forever, and He rules over the
world.)
• Say the Bible story main point: God chose Saul as
Israel’s first king.
• Read the key passage, Psalm 47:7-8, or say it from
memory.
Allow players to take turns being the king. Play several
rounds as time allows.
SAY • The people of Israel demanded a king. God was
their king, but they wanted an earthly king like the
countries around them. God chose Saul as Israel’s
first king. Saul was an earthly king. He would not be
a perfect king, but God had a plan to one day send
His Son, Jesus, to rule the entire world. Jesus would
be the perfect King who would bring peace and
salvation to the world. Who is our King? Jesus is our
King forever, and He rules over the world.
Paint with oil
1. Mix 1⁄2 teaspoon of oil with 1 teaspoon of liquid
watercolor in a small cup. Prepare a separate color in
each cup. Use a spoon to thoroughly mix the paint.
2. Fill the bottom of a baking dish with water. Use the
eyedroppers to squeeze the paint into the dish. Point
out the oil splotches in the water.
3. Lay a piece of paper on the surface of the water and

OPTION 2:

• liquid watercolors or
food color
• vegetable oil
• shallow baking dish
• heavyweight paper
• small cups
• eyedroppers
• spoon
• newspapers
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allow it to soak up the colors.
4. Set the paper aside to dry on a layer of newspapers.
If your group is large, set up several baking dishes of water
and cups of oil. Invite kids to create their own color designs
and dye some paper. As they work, remind them how oil
was used in today’s Bible story.
SAY • Samuel used oil to anoint Saul. Anoint means “to
put oil on.” Samuel anointed Saul to show that God
had chosen Saul for a special task—to be Israel’s first
king. Who is our King? Jesus is our King forever,
and He rules over the world.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute pencils and journal pages. Encourage kids to
write about a time they felt cared for or safe.
Encourage them to write a few sentences as a prayer
to God to thank Him for caring for them directly or for
putting people in their lives to take care of them.
SAY • God chose Saul as Israel’s first king. Israel
demanded a king because they wanted a leader who
would take care of them and protect them from their
enemies. They did not trust in God. But God is
good, and He loves us. We can trust Him.
Prompt kids to consider whom they live for—God or
themselves? Who is on the “throne” in their lives?
If time remains, allow kids to complete “God Chose
a King” on the activity page. Kids should find the words
hidden in the picture and arrange them to form the Bible
story main point: God chose Saul as Israel’s first king.

God the King

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “God Chose a King”
activity page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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God the King
Key Passage: Psalm 47:7-8
Big Picture Questions: Who is our King? Jesus is
our King forever, and He rules over the world.
Session 1: Israel Demanded a King
1 Samuel 8–10
God chose Saul as Israel’s first king.
Session 2: God Rejected Saul as King
1 Samuel 13:1-14; 15:1-35
God rejected Saul as king because of
his sin.
Session 3: David Was Anointed and Fought
Goliath
1 Samuel 16–17
God gave David power to defeat
Goliath.
Session 4: David and Jonathan Became Friends
1 Samuel 18:1-12; 19:1-10; 20:1-42
God used Jonathan to save David’s life.
Session 5: God Made a Covenant with David
2 Samuel 7
God promised that Jesus would come
from David’s family.
Session 6: David Sinned and Was Restored
2 Samuel 11:1–12:14; Psalm 51
God forgave David when he
repented of his sin.
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Sing a song of wisdom, for
God is King of all the earth.
God reigns over the nations;
God is seated on His holy
throne.
Psalm 47:7-8

Key Passage (HCSB®) • Kids • Unit 10 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

For God is the King of all
the earth: sing ye praises
with understanding. God
reigneth over the heathen:
God sitteth upon the throne
of his holiness.
Psalm 47:7-8

Key Passage (KJV) • Kids • Unit 10 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

For God is the King of all the
earth; sing praises with a
psalm! God reigns over the
nations; God sits on his
holy throne.
Psalm 47:7-8

Key Passage (ESV) • Kids • Unit 10 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

For God is the King of all the
earth; sing to him a psalm of
praise. God reigns over the
nations; God is seated on his
holy throne.
Psalm 47:7-8

Key Passage (NIV) • Kids • Unit 10 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

God chose
Saul as
Israel’s first
king.

Main Point • Kids • Unit 10, Session 1 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print
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Write about a time you felt cared for or safe. Write
a few sentences of prayer to God to thank Him for
caring for you directly or for putting people in your
life to take care of you.

Israel Demanded a King
1 Samuel 8–10

FOLD

MAIN POINT: GOD CHOSE SAUL AS ISRAEL’S FIRST KING.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• How was demanding a king the
same as rejecting God?
• Do you think Saul wanted to be
king? Why or why not?
• What does it mean for Jesus to be
our King forever?

Samuel was a judge over Israel. He had two sons, Joel and Abijah. Joel and
Abijah were not good judges like their father was.
The leaders of Israel went to Samuel. “We don’t want them to lead us; we want
a king like the nations around us!”
Samuel wasn’t sure how to respond, so he prayed to God.
God said, “Samuel, they are not rejecting you; they are rejecting Me as king.”
Samuel warned the people that they would regret asking for a king, but the
Israelites didn’t care. “Give us a king!” they said.
Meanwhile, a wealthy man named Kish was looking for some of his donkeys
that had wandered off. Kish told his son Saul to take a servant with him and search
for the missing animals. Saul searched, but he was unable to find the donkeys.
“Wait,” his servant said. “There is a man of God in this city. Let’s talk to him;
maybe he knows where we can find the donkeys.” Saul and his servant found the
man of God—it was Samuel.
“Don’t worry about the donkeys,” Samuel said. “They have been found.”
Samuel invited Saul to have dinner with him. The next morning, Samuel told
Saul that God had chosen Saul to be the king of Israel.
Samuel used oil to anoint Saul. “You will be king!” Samuel said.
Some time later, Samuel gathered the Israelites to introduce Saul, their new
king. Saul stood among all the people. “Long live the king!” they said.
Christ Connection: God intended for a heavenly king to rule over Israel, but the
Israelites did not trust God’s plan. So God chose Saul to be their king. God had a plan
to one day send His Son, Jesus, to rule the entire world. Jesus would be the perfect King
who would bring peace and salvation to the world.
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Donkey Roundup

Find and circle the 10 donkeys hidden in the picture. Round up 4 brown donkeys, 3 gray donkeys, 2 red donkeys, and 1 white donkey.
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God Chose a King | Find the words hidden in the picture. Then arrange them to form the main point of the Bible story.
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Who is our
King?

Big Picture Question and Answer • Kids • Unit 10 • © 2016 LifeWay OK to Print

Who is our
King?
Jesus is our King
forever, and He rules
over the world.
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