
Use Week of:

5 Leader BIBLE STUDY

Joshua was “getting on in years” (Joshua 23:1), so he 
gathered together the people of Israel to give an exhortation. 

First, Joshua reminded them that God had fought for 
His people, and He had kept every one of His promises. 
(Joshua 23:14) Joshua wanted the people to remember and 
to live their lives based on what they knew to be true about 
God: God can be trusted. He is good, and He is faithful.

Joshua’s Final Encouragement

BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 23:1–24:28
MAIN POINT: Joshua told the people to worship God.
KEY PASSAGE: Joshua 1:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Whom can we trust? We can trust God.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

5

In Joshua 23:6, Joshua issued a challenge: “Be very strong 
and continue obeying all that is written in the book of the 
law of Moses.” Reading, studying, and obeying God’s Word 
is a mark of belief in God. Joshua reminded the people that 
they were successful over their enemies because of their 
obedience to God.

Finally, Joshua gave the Israelites a warning. Just as all the 
good things God promised had been fulfilled, so would all 
the bad things He promised if the Israelites disobeyed Him. 
(See Joshua 23:12-13,15.)

Joshua gathered the people at the place where God had 
made a promise to Abraham. (See Genesis 12:6-7.) Joshua 
reminded the leaders of the past—from the birth of Isaac 
to Israel’s escape from Egypt. Joshua said, “Choose for 
yourselves today the one you will worship … As for me and 
my family, we will worship Yahweh” (Joshua 24:15).

The Israelites had a choice: Continue to worship God or 
choose to serve other gods. In response to God’s faithfulness 
to His promises, the Israelites renewed their covenant to be 
faithful to the Lord.

As you share the story of Joshua’s legacy with preschoolers, 
point them to a greater legacy found in Jesus Christ. After 
Christ’s resurrection, He sent His disciples out to tell the 
nations about Him. Jesus calls all people who trust in Him 
to tell others about Him.
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Joshua’s Final Encouragement
Joshua 23:1–24:28

For many years, the people of Israel did not fight any 
battles. God gave them peace and rest from their enemies. 
Now Joshua was getting very old. Joshua got together all 
the people of Israel. He had some important things to 
tell them.

Joshua said, “I am old. You know what God has done 
for you. When you were in battle, God fought for you!”

Then he said, “I want you to be strong. Do everything 
that God told you to do. Do not disobey God’s 
commands. Do not turn away from God. Trust Him.”

Joshua said, “I am going to die soon. Remember, God 
has never broken His promises to you.”

Joshua reminded all the people about the things God 
had done for them in the past: God called Abraham and 
gave him a son, Isaac. God gave Isaac two sons, Jacob and 
Esau. God rescued the Israelites from the Egyptians. God 
had done so many great things for His people!

Joshua told the people to make a choice. “Fear God and 
worship Him. If you don’t want to worship God, worship 
the gods your fathers worshiped. As for me and my family, 
we will worship Yahweh,” he said. 

The people replied, “We will not leave our God to 
worship other gods! We know how much God has done 
for us, and we love Him! We will worship the Lord, 
because He is our God.”

Joshua gave the people a warning, “If you do turn away 
from God to worship other gods, God will turn against you. 
He will punish you!”

“No!” the people said. “We will worship Yahweh!”

The BIBLE STORY
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On that day, Joshua made a covenant, or promise, for 
the people. He took a large stone and set it up under an 
oak tree next to the Lord’s holy tent.

Joshua said, “When you see this stone, remember 
that you should serve the Lord. God always keeps His 
promises.” Then Joshua sent the people away, each man 
went to his own home.

Christ Connection: Joshua talked to God’s people and told 
them to obey God even after he, Joshua, died. After Jesus died 
and was raised from the dead, He talked to His friends. Jesus 
wanted them to tell other people about Him. Now Jesus lives in 
heaven, and He wants us to tell other people about Him too.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “A Mighty 
Fortress (Our God Is Faithful).” Greet preschoolers with a 
smile. When all the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action 
song such as “Be a Leader” to engage them and help them 
feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
As preschoolers arrive in the Bible story area, ask them how 
they came to learn about the Bible today. Did their parents 
or other family members bring them to church? Did a 
neighbor or a friend bring them to church?
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Joshua was getting old. He had 

something very important to tell the people about 
worshiping God.

Open your Bible to Joshua 23:1–24:28. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words, using the script provided, or show 
the video. Read the bolded version of the script for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Joshua 1:9. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible to 
the key passage. Invite preschoolers to say the key passage 

• “A Mighty Fortress 
(Our God Is 
Faithful)” song 

• “Be a Leader” song

• “Joshua’s Final 
Encouragement” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Wherever You Go” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Joshua’s Final Encouragement
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 23:1–24:28
MAIN POINT: Joshua told the people to worship God.
KEY PASSAGE: Joshua 1:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Whom can we trust? We can trust God.
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from memory with you.
SAY • Our key passage is a good reminder that God will 

always be with us wherever we go. Because God gives 
us His Spirit when we trust in Jesus, we can worship 
God anytime and anywhere!

Sing the key passage song.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • When I count to three, turn to a friend next to you 

and say the big picture question and answer. One, 
two, three! [Wait for preschoolers to say it.] Whom can 
we trust? We can trust God.

Respond through song and pray
SAY • Joshua told the people to worship God. Joshua 

talked to God’s people and told them to obey God 
even after Joshua died. Like Joshua talked to the 
people, Jesus talked to His friends after He died and 
was raised from the dead. Jesus wanted them to tell 
other people about Him. Now Jesus lives in heaven, 
and He wants us to tell other people about Him too!

Sing “A Mighty Fortress (Our God Is Faithful)” and 
“Always” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare 
for prayer by singing “Anything.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, thank You that You are the one true God. Help 

us to love You, obey You, and worship You. Thank 
You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to rescue us from 
sin. Help us to tell others about You! Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “A Mighty Fortress 
(Our God Is 
Faithful)” song

• “Always” song
• “Anything” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Joshua’s Final Encouragement
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 23:1–24:28
MAIN POINT: Joshua told the people to worship God.
KEY PASSAGE: Joshua 1:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Whom can we trust? We can trust God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Worship charades
Choose a preschooler to come to the front of the class. 
Whisper in the preschooler’s ear a way to worship God and 
explain that she must act out that way of worship without 
speaking. Be intentional in including activities preschoolers 
regularly do in addition to church-related activities, so 
preschoolers will learn that they can worship God in all they 
do. Give hints as needed. Invite the other children to guess 
what she is pantomiming.
SAY • We can worship God in everything that we do. In 

today’s story, Joshua told the people to worship 
God. God is worthy of all of our worship. 

Rhythm praise band
Provide rhythm or musical instruments for preschoolers to 
play as you play the unit theme song, key passage song, or 
another favorite worship song. 
SAY • Great job everyone! God gives us music to enjoy. 

We can use music and instruments to worship God. 
When we worship God, we show Him that we love 
Him. Joshua told the people to worship God, 
but he knew we wouldn’t always be able to do that. 
That’s why God sent Jesus to rescue us from sin and 
change our hearts to worship God.

LOW PREP

• rhythm or musical 
instruments

• “A Mighty Fortress 
(Our God Is 
Faithful)” song 
(optional)

• “Wherever You Go” 
song (optional)
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Make a house
Provide paper grocery sacks for preschoolers to decorate as 
a house. Invite preschoolers to draw windows and doors on 
the house. When they have finished decorating, help them 
open the sacks and stand them up. You may also provide 
cars or people figures for children to use as they play. 
SAY • Joshua told the people to worship God. Joshua 

and his house—his family—were going to worship 
God. We don’t always love and worship God like we 
should. That’s why God sent His Son, Jesus, to save 
us from sin and change our hearts to love God. 

Work puzzles about churches
Provide an assortment of puzzles featuring churches, items 
children see in a church, or people worshiping together. 
If you do not have church puzzles, draw a simple church 
outline on a sheet of paper and cut it into puzzle shapes. 
SAY • Joshua told the people to worship God. We can 

worship at home with our families, but God also 
wants us to come to church and worship Him with 
other believers. 

Write on a tablet
Demonstrate to preschoolers how to roll out play dough to 
make a flat tablet. Give each preschooler a craft stick and 
invite him to practice “writing” on the tablet.
SAY • Joshua told the people to worship God, and he 

wrote down their promise. Like the Israelites, we 
don’t always worship God. Jesus helps us worship 
God by changing our hearts to love Him.

Transition to large group closing

• paper grocery sacks
• crayons and 

markers
• cars or people 

figures (optional)

• puzzles about 
church or worship

• paper (optional)
• markers (optional)
• scissors (optional)

• play dough
• rolling pins
• craft sticks

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why did Joshua gather the Israelites together? 
(Joshua wanted to remind them about God’s rules and 
how God had helped them.)

2. What did Joshua tell the people to do? (Joshua 
told the people to worship God.)

3. Whom did Joshua say that he and his family would 
worship? (God) 

4. What did the people promise? (to worship only God)
5. Whom can we trust? We can trust God.

SAY • Joshua talked to God’s people and told them to obey 
God even after he, Joshua, died. Joshua reminds us of 
Jesus. After Jesus died and was raised from the dead, 
He talked to His friends. Jesus wanted them to tell 
other people about Him. Now Jesus lives in heaven, 
and He wants us to tell other people about Him too.

Sing the key passage or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite the preschoolers to pray, thanking God for His 
goodness and His care.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Wherever You Go” 

song
• “A Mighty Fortress 

(Our God Is 
Faithful)” song

SESSION TITLE: Joshua’s Final Encouragement
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 23:1–24:28
MAIN POINT: Joshua told the people to worship God.
KEY PASSAGE: Joshua 1:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Whom can we trust? We can trust God.

Large Group CLOSING

54 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 7 • Session 5



SAY • God, thank You that You kept all of Your promises 
to the Israelites, and You keep Your promises to us 
too. Thank You for sending Jesus to save us from sin. 
Help us to love You and worship You alone! Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about the importance of telling our friends 
and family that Jesus wants us to tell others about God. You 
may also show the missions video “Sent to Pray for Egypt.”
SAY • We need to remember to pray for all the people in 

Egypt who need to hear the gospel and trust in Jesus, 
but we also need to pray for the Christians there. 
There aren’t many people who follow Jesus in Egypt, 
and they cannot worship God wherever they want 
to like we can, but God wants to use them to reach 
their friends and neighbors for Jesus.

Draw a picture
Give the preschoolers a sheet of paper. Instruct the children 
to draw pictures of things that they are thankful for that 
God has provided them. Explain to them that everything 
that we have comes from God. 
SAY • Joshua told the people to worship God. We 

worship God because He is good. God has provided 
us with lots of different things. The greatest gift He 
gave us was His Son, Jesus. Jesus came to forgive us 
from our sins. When we trust in Jesus, we get to be 
with God forever!

• “Sent to Pray for 
Egypt” missions 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable

• paper
• crayons and 

markers
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Title
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:6

Big Picture Question: Why did God create the 
world? God created the world for His glory.

Session 1:  God Created the World  
Genesis 1:1-25 
God created everything. 

Session 2:   God Created People 
Genesis 1:26-2:25 
God created people in His own image.

Session 3:   Sin Entered the World 
Genesis 3:1-24  
Adam and Eve sinned.

Session 4:   Cain and Abel 
Genesis 4:1-16,25-26 
God punished Cain for his sin.

Session 5:   Noah and the Ark 
Genesis 6:5–9:17 
God is holy.

Session 6:   The Tower of Babel 
Genesis 11:1-9 
God created people to give Him glory.

God the Savior
Key Passage: Joshua 1:9

Big Picture Questions: Whom can we trust? We 
can trust God.

Session 1:  Joshua and Caleb  
Numbers 13:1–14:38 
Caleb and Joshua trusted God. 

Session 2:   The Bronze Snake 
Numbers 20:1-20; 21:4-9 
God told His people to look at the 
bronze snake.

Session 3:   The Promised Land and Jericho 
Joshua 2–4; 6  
God led His people into the promised 
land.

Session 4:   Achan’s Sin and the Defeat of Ai 
Joshua 7–8 
God punished Achan for his sin.

Session 5:   Joshua’s Final Encouragement 
Joshua 23:1–24:28 
Joshua told the people to worship 
God.
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Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 7  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

“Do not be 
afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for 

the Lord your God 
will be with you 

wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 7  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Be not afraid, neither 
be thou dismayed: 

for the Lord thy 
God is with thee 

whithersoever 
thou goest.

Joshua 1:9



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 7  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

“Do not be afraid 
or discouraged, 
for the Lord your 
God is with you 

wherever you go.” 
Joshua 1:9



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 7  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

“Do not be 
frightened, 

and do not be 
dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is 

with you wherever 
you go.”
Joshua 1:9



Main Point  •  Preschool  •  Unit 7 Session 5  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Joshua told 
the people to 
worship God.



Joshua’s Final Encouragement (Joshua 23:1–24:28)  •  Unit 7, Session 5   •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 7  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Whom can 
we trust?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 7  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Whom can 
we trust? 

We can trust God.



Missions Prayer Cards
Instructions: Print and cut apart the cards for preschoolers to take home. 

Use as directed in the Preschool Worship Guide.

The Promised Land
Preschool Worship Guide  •  Units 7–9
© 2015 LifeWay OK to Print 

Egypt
Egypt is a country with millions of people. Many Egyptians live near 
the Nile River because most of the country is made up of the Sahara 
Desert. Most of the people in Egypt are Muslim; they do not believe 
Jesus is God’s Son. They do not believe Jesus died on the 
cross and came back to life to save 
people from sin. Pray 
for Christians in 
Egypt to tell others 
about Jesus. Pray 
for the Beja and 
the Nubian people 
groups.

North Africa
Eight different countries make up North Africa: Western Sahara, 
Mali, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, and Mauritania. 
The people who live there speak many different languages, but 
mostly they are Muslims. 
They do not believe Jesus 
is God’s Son. They do not 
believe Jesus died on the 
cross to save people from 
sin. Pray for God to send 
missionaries to the North 
Africans.

United States
The United States of America has hundreds of millions of people 
who live there. The United States has always been a country 
where people can worship as they want, and 
many people move to the United States from 
all over the world. Most Americans say 
they are Christians, but only a small 
number of people who say they 
are Christians go to church. Pray 
for missionaries to build churches 
and tell people in America the 
good news about Jesus. Pray for 
American Christians to come to 
church to worship together.

Islam
Islam began in the Middle East by followers of a man named 
Muhammad. Muslims believe Allah (their god) sent the angel 
Gabriel to Muhammad with the words of the Qu’ran, the Muslim 
holy book. Muslims believe Jesus was a prophet and a good 
man, but they do not believe Jesus is the Son of God. 
They do not believe Jesus died on the 
cross and came back to life to save 
people from sin. They do not believe 
people can know God and have a 
relationship with Him. Muslims 
believe they must do good things to 
go to heaven. Pray for missionaries 
who tell Muslims that God loves 
them and sent His Son, Jesus, to 
save them from sin. 
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