
Use Week of:

3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The tabernacle was complete. God now had a place where 
His glory could dwell without causing the Israelites to fear 
death. God had given His people laws from the mountain, 
and He gave them more rules for living and worshiping 
Him when He dwelled in the tabernacle. These rules are 
recorded in the Book of Leviticus. The reasoning behind 
Leviticus can be found in Leviticus 19:2.

God Gave Rules for Sacrifice

BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus 1–27
MAIN POINT: God provided a way to forgive His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Leviticus 11:45
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who can keep God’s law? No one can keep God’s 

law except Jesus.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 114

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
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LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

In Leviticus 17:11, God set apart the blood of a creature 
as the means for making atonement. This answers the 
question, “Why did Jesus have to die?” God’s requirement 
for the forgiveness of sins was the shedding of blood: 
“According to the law almost everything is purified with 
blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness” (Heb. 9:22).

It is important to note a New Testament revelation about 
the sin offering. Hebrews 10:4 says, “It is impossible for the 
blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” Then why did 
God require people to make sacrifices? The institution of a 
sacrifice was to point to something greater—the ultimate 
sacrifice God would make by sending His own Son, Jesus 
Christ, to pay for the sins of the world once and for all. (See 
Eph. 1:7; Rom 5:9.)

The Book of Leviticus contains many rules for the Israelite 
people, but we do not obey all the rules in Leviticus today 
because we trust Jesus, who obeyed the law perfectly for us.

Most of the preschoolers you teach will not be familiar with 
the Book of Leviticus. Use this session as an opportunity to 
emphasize God’s holiness and His requirement of a blood 
sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins. Lead them to treasure 
Jesus as the perfect and final sacrifice that took away the sin 
of the world. (John 1:29)
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God Gave Rules for Sacrifice
Leviticus 1–27

When Moses met with God on the mountain, God 
gave him many rules and laws. These rules showed the 
people what it looks like to be holy. God is holy and 
cannot be around sin. But God’s people could not obey 
God’s laws perfectly. So God met with Moses in the 
tabernacle—the tent of worship—and He told Moses 
what to do when the people sinned.

First, God gave rules about offerings. Offerings 
are gifts people give to God, such as money or jewelry. 
Sometimes offerings included animals. People also gave 
grain and bread as gifts to God. The offerings had special 
purposes. When people wanted to praise God, they gave 
burnt offerings. When they wanted to say they were sorry 
for sin, they gave a sin offering.

God also gave rules about the priests. Priests were 
leaders who helped people worship God by making 
sacrifices. The priests also took care of the tabernacle, and 
they taught the people God’s rules for living right lives. 
Moses’ brother Aaron and Aaron’s descendants were the 
priests.

God told Moses about a special day that would 
happen once a year. It was called the Day of Atonement. 
Atonement means “making right what had been wrong.” 
The people needed to pay for their sin to make their 
relationship with God right again.

On the Day of Atonement, the high priest offered 
a special sacrifice. He took the blood of an animal and 
went into the most holy place, a very special room in the 
tabernacle. Inside the most holy place was the ark of the 

The BIBLE STORY
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covenant, which was a wooden box covered in gold. The 
high priest sprinkled the blood on the mercy seat, which 
was on top of the ark of the covenant.

The sacrifice was important because it paid for the 
sins of the people of Israel. God said, “On that day your 
sin will be paid for. You will be made clean. You will be 
clean from all of your sins in my sight.”

God also gave the Israelites rules about how they 
should live. He said, “Be holy because I, Yahweh your 
God, am holy.” God told the people how to be holy. God 
said, “Do not tell lies. Do not cheat. Love your neighbor as 
you love yourself. Obey My rules.”

Christ Connection: The Book of Leviticus is about the 
sacrifices God told His people to offer. God wanted to show the 
Israelites that He was going to forgive people who disobeyed 
Him. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice. Jesus 
forgives our sin for good.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “Holy God 
(Holy, Holy, Holy).” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When 
all the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such 
as “Follow the Leader” to engage them and help them feel 
welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Hold up the “Tabernacle” printable and briefly review 
God’s purpose for the tabernacle.
SAY • God wanted to dwell with His people. God is holy, 

and people are not. People sin. Today we are going 
to learn that God provided a way to forgive His 
people while they waited for Jesus to come to earth 
and die on the cross to rescue us.

Open your Bible to Leviticus. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for younger 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Leviticus 11:45. Invite 
a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your 

• “Holy God (Holy, 
Holy, Holy)” song 

• “Follow the Leader” 
song

• Bible
• “Tabernacle” 

printable
• “God Gave Rules 

for Sacrifice” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “You Must Be Holy” 

song

SESSION TITLE: God Gave Rules for Sacrifice
BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus 1–27
MAIN POINT: God provided a way to forgive His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Leviticus 11:45
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who can keep God’s law? No one can keep God’s 

law except Jesus.
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Bible to the key passage. Say the key passage twice.
SAY • God is holy. God wants His people to be holy like 

Him, but we can’t be holy on our own. We need 
Jesus’ help! Jesus is holy because He is God’s Son. 
Jesus rescues us from our sin when we trust in Him.

Sing the key passage song “You Must Be Holy” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who can keep God’s law? No one can keep God’s 

law except Jesus. When Adam and Eve first sinned, 
all people became sinners. We break God’s rules every 
day. God provided a way to forgive His people. 
Jesus kept all of God’s rules perfectly. When we trust 
in Him, God forgives our sin. 

Respond through song and pray
SAY • God provided a way to forgive His people when 

they sinned. Leviticus is about the sacrifices God 
told His people to offer. God wanted to show the 
Israelites that He was going to forgive people who 
disobeyed Him. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be the 
perfect sacrifice. Jesus forgives our sin for good.

Sing “Holy God (Holy, Holy, Holy)” and “God’s Love” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer 
by singing “His Name Is Jesus.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, You are holy, and we are not. Thank You for 

sending Jesus to be the perfect sacrifice and to take 
away sin for good. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Holy God (Holy, 
Holy, Holy)” song

• “God’s Love” song
• “His Name Is Jesus” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: God Gave Rules for Sacrifice
BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus 1–27
MAIN POINT: God provided a way to forgive His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Leviticus 11:45
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who can keep God’s law? No one can keep God’s 

law except Jesus.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Bring an offering
Set up a table on one side of the room and invite 
preschoolers to search the room for “offerings” to place on 
the table. Invite children to place blocks, toys, and books on 
the table. Talk about the kinds of offerings that God wanted 
His people to bring.
SAY • God provided a way to forgive His people when 

they sinned. Leviticus is about the sacrifices God 
told His people to offer. God wanted to show the 
Israelites that He was going to forgive people who 
disobeyed Him. God sent Jesus as a perfect sacrifice. 

Make a class rules poster
Talk to the preschoolers about rules for the classroom and 
write out the rules on a large sheet of paper. Some can be 
serious, like “Treat each other kindly.” Some may be fun, 
like “Eat donuts for snack on the last class of the month.” 
Invite children to decorate the rules sheet with washable 
markers and crayons. 
SAY • God provided a way to forgive His people when 

they sinned. Leviticus is about the sacrifices God 
told His people to offer. God sent Jesus to be the 
perfect sacrifice. 

• favorite items

LOW PREP

•  large sheet of paper
• crayons and 

markers
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Sort cotton balls
Before class, gather a bunch of cotton balls and mark a few 
of them with green or purple spots. Place the cotton balls in 
a jar or bowl and invite preschoolers to use the clothespins 
to remove the cotton balls. Suggest that the children inspect 
the cotton balls carefully and sort them into clean and 
unclean piles.
SAY • God provided a way to forgive His people when 

they sinned. God told His people to offer sacrifices. 
The sacrifices needed to be perfect. God sent His 
Son, Jesus, to be the final perfect sacrifice for sin. 

Clean pennies
Display “dirty” pennies. Mix about ¼ cup of white vinegar 
and 1 teaspoon salt in a small glass. Add a couple dirty 
pennies to the glass and tell the children to count aloud to 
10. Remove the pennies and rinse them with water. 
SAY • Sin is like these dirty pennies. We can’t clean up our 

sin on our own. God provided a way to forgive His 
people when they sinned. God sent His Son, Jesus, 
to be the perfect sacrifice. Jesus forgives our sin for 
good. 

Draw a picture
Provide paper and crayons for each preschooler. Invite 
children to draw the best gift they’ve ever received. As they 
draw, talk about Jesus’ perfect sacrifice.
SAY • God provided a way to forgive His people when 

they sinned. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be the 
perfect sacrifice. Jesus forgives our sin for good. 

Transition to large group closing

• cotton balls
• plastic jar or bowl
• spring-hinged 

clothespins
• green and purple 

markers

• dull pennies
• white vinegar
• salt
• small glass
• small cup of water
• towels (to dry)
• Allergy Alert 

download

• paper
• crayons

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why did God give His people rules for sacrifices? 
(God provided a way to forgive His people.)

2. What is a sacrifice? (a gift someone gives to God)
3. What was the special day where the priest would 

offer a sin offering for the people? (the Day of 
Atonement)

4. Who can keep all of God’s law? No one can keep 
God’s law except Jesus.

5. Who is the perfect sacrifice? (Jesus)
SAY • God provided a way to forgive His people. God told 

them to make sacrifices to pay for sin. One special 
day each year, the high priest would offer a special 
sacrifice to take away the sins of all the people. That 
day was called the Day of Atonement. Later, God 
sent Jesus to take away sin forever. 

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you their prayer requests. Pray for 
each child by name.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “You Must Be Holy” 

song
• “Holy God (Holy, 

Holy, Holy)” song

SESSION TITLE: God Gave Rules for Sacrifice
BIBLE PASSAGE: Leviticus 1–27
MAIN POINT: God provided a way to forgive His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Leviticus 11:45
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who can keep God’s law? No one can keep God’s 

law except Jesus.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • Father, thank You for providing a way to forgive Your 
people. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to 
die on the cross to rescue us. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about the importance of telling our friends and 
family that Jesus died on the cross and rose again to provide 
a way for us to be forgiven of our sins. You may also show 
the “Teaching with Class” missions video.
SAY • Women from North Africa moved to a city in Europe 

where some missionary women live. The missionaries 
teach the women from North Africa how to read and 
write in the city’s language. The missionaries want to 
tell the women about Jesus but it can be hard because 
they do not speak the same language. Let’s pray for 
these missionary teachers to be able to teach the good 
news about Jesus to the North African women.

Who’s got the gift?
Provide the same gift bag for each preschooler. (These could 
simply be a paper bag with a bow on it.) Place a small gift 
item in one bag. Invite children to sit in a circle, facing 
inward and close their eyes. Invite a volunteer to help you 
place gift bags in front of each child. When you say open, 
children will open their eyes and open the gifts. Play again 
as time allows.
SAY • Sacrifices are gifts people bring to God. The best 

sacrifice is a gift to us. God sent His Son, Jesus, to 
die on the cross and come back to life so we can be 
forgiven of our sins when we trust in Him.

• “Teaching with 
Class” missions 
video

• gift bags, 1 per kid
• small gift item
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Title
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:6

Big Picture Question: Why did God create the 
world? God created the world for His glory.

Session 1:  God Created the World  
Genesis 1:1-25 
God created everything. 

Session 2:   God Created People 
Genesis 1:26-2:25 
God created people in His own image.

Session 3:   Sin Entered the World 
Genesis 3:1-24  
Adam and Eve sinned.

Session 4:   Cain and Abel 
Genesis 4:1-16,25-26 
God punished Cain for his sin.

Session 5:   Noah and the Ark 
Genesis 6:5–9:17 
God is holy.

Session 6:   The Tower of Babel 
Genesis 11:1-9 
God created people to give Him glory.

God Is Holy
Key Passage: Leviticus 11:45

Big Picture Question: Who can keep God’s law? 
No one can keep God’s law except Jesus.

Session 1:  The Ten Commandments: Love Others  
Exodus 20:12-17 
God gave us rules about loving others. 

Session 2:   The Tabernacle Was Built 
Exodus 35:4–40:38 
God told His people to build the 
tabernacle.

Session 3:   God Gave Rules for Sacrifice 
Leviticus 1–27  
God provided a way to forgive His 
people.

Session 4:   Worship Only God 
Deuteronomy 1; 3:23–4:40 
The Lord alone is God.

Session 6:   God Reminded His People of His 
Covenant 
Deuteronomy 5:1–6:25; 8:1– 
11:1,26-28 
God wanted His people to remember 
His promise.
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Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

I am the Lord ... 
therefore be holy, 

because I am 
holy.

Leviticus 11:45



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

I am the Lord ... 
ye shall therefore 

be holy, for 
I am holy.
Leviticus 11:45



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

I am Yahweh ... 
you must be 
holy because 

I am holy.
Leviticus 11:45



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

“I am the Lord 
... You shall 

therefore be holy, 
for I am holy.”

Leviticus 11:45



Main Point  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6, Session 3  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

God provided a 
way to forgive 

His people.



God Gave Rules for Sacrifice (Leviticus 1–27)  •  Unit 6, Session 3  •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Who can 
keep God’s 

law?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Who can keep 
God’s law?

No one can keep 
God’s law except 

Jesus.



God Is Holy
Preschool Worship Guide  •  Unit 6 Session 2 & 3
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Tabernacle
Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Worship Guide.
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