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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Thirteen of the last sixteen chapters of the Book of Exodus 
consist of instructions for building the tabernacle. The word 
tabernacle means “dwelling place.” The tabernacle was a 
portable tent where God met with His people. God had a 
great purpose for the tabernacle. (See Ex. 29:45-46.)

Moses had been on the mountain talking with God for 40 
days. God wrote the Ten Commandments, the words of 

The Tabernacle Was Built

BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 35:4–40:38
MAIN POINT: God told His people to build the tabernacle.
KEY PASSAGE: Leviticus 11:45
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who can keep God’s law? No one can keep God’s 

law except Jesus.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

the covenant, on tablets. When Moses returned, he called 
all of the Israelite community together and gave them the 
instructions God had given him. (Ex. 24:3-4)

God’s directions for building the tabernacle were very 
detailed. God was not trying to burden the people; He was 
trying to show them His holiness and absolute authority. 
God appointed Bezalel and Oholiab to oversee the building 
of the tabernacle, giving them wisdom, understanding, and 
craftsmanship. Every skilled person “whose heart moved 
him” eagerly worked on the tabernacle of the Lord. (See 
Ex. 35:30-35; 36:1-6.)

God gave the Israelites the tabernacle as a visual picture 
of His dwelling with them. The tabernacle—and later the 
temple that replaced it—was a temporary place for God’s 
glory to dwell until the coming of Christ. (2 Cor. 4:6) 
Every part of the tabernacle was designed to illustrate God’s 
relationship with His people.

Christ is the New Testament fulfillment of the Old 
Testament tabernacle. John 1:14 says that “the Word 
became flesh and took up residence among us.” Jesus made 
His dwelling with people. He tabernacled with them. 
(Rev. 21:3)

As you teach preschoolers about the building of the 
tabernacle, show them God’s desire to be with His people. 
Emphasize that Jesus was God’s plan to bring people back 
to Himself.
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The Tabernacle Was Built
Exodus 35:4–40:38

When Moses was on the mountain with God, God 
said, “Tell the Israelites to make a tabernacle for Me 
so that I may be with them.” Then God gave Moses 
instructions for building the tabernacle, or tent of 
worship. God told Moses how to build everything that 
went inside it. 

“Make it exactly like I show you,” God said.
So Moses gathered all of the Israelites together. He 

told them everything God had said, and he asked them to 
bring materials to build the tabernacle. Everyone who 
wanted to give brought an offering for the tabernacle. 
They brought gold jewelry; blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; 
fine linen and goat hair; animal skins; wood; oil; spices; and 
gemstones.

God gave two men, Bezalel (BEHZ uh lehl) and 
Oholiab (oh HOH lih ab), special skills for building and 
creating things. Bezalel, Oholiab, and all the skilled people 
worked together to build the tabernacle for God.

At the same time, people kept bringing offerings of what 
they had. Pretty soon, the workers came to Moses and said, 
“The people are bringing more than enough. We don’t need 
all of this to build the tabernacle as God instructed.” So 
Moses told the Israelites to stop bringing their offerings.

Everyone working on the tabernacle built it just as God 
had said. The tabernacle had a wooden frame and places to 
hang the curtains and the roof of the tent.

Inside the tabernacle, the people made a veil. They made 
an ark, a table, a lampstand, and many other parts. Every 
part had its special purpose and was made just as God 

The BIBLE STORY
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had said.
When the time came, God told Moses how to set up the 

tabernacle. God told him how to anoint, or pour oil on, the 
tabernacle to make it holy. God told Moses to bring Aaron 
and his sons to the entrance of the tabernacle. Aaron put 
on the holy clothing that the workers made, and Moses 
anointed him to be priest. Aaron’s sons were anointed to 
serve God as priests too.

Moses did exactly what God commanded, and the 
tabernacle was finished. God was in a thick cloud. God 
made a sign for the people: If the cloud covered the 
tabernacle, the people would stay where they were. When 
the cloud lifted from the tabernacle, the Israelites would 
move and take the tabernacle with them. The cloud of 
the Lord was on the tabernacle during the day, and fire 
was inside the cloud at night. All of the Israelites could 
see it as they traveled.

Christ Connection: God told the people of Israel to build a 
tabernacle. The tabernacle was like a big tent where God met 
with His people. As part of His plan to save people from sin, 
God sent Jesus to earth to “tabernacle,” or meet with us.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “Holy God 
(Holy, Holy, Holy).” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When 
all the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such 
as “Follow the Leader” to engage them and help them feel 
welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the “Tabernacle.” Remind preschoolers that the 
Israelites needed a building that could move with them as 
they traveled on their way to the promised land.
SAY • God told His people to build the tabernacle. A 

tabernacle is a place of meeting or worship. God gave 
very special instructions to Moses about how to build 
the tabernacle. Let’s check it out.

Open your Bible to Exodus 35. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for younger 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Leviticus 11:45. Invite 
a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your 

• “Holy God (Holy, 
Holy, Holy)” song 

• “Follow the Leader” 
song

• Bible
• “Tabernacle” 

printable
• “The Tabernacle 

Was Built” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “You Must Be Holy” 

song

SESSION TITLE: The Tabernacle Was Built
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 35:4–40:38
MAIN POINT: God told His people to build the tabernacle.
KEY PASSAGE: Leviticus 11:45
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who can keep God’s law? No one can keep God’s 

law except Jesus.
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Bible to the key passage. Say the key passage together twice.
SAY • God’s holiness means there is no one like God. God 

and His Son, Jesus, are completely holy. We can’t 
be holy like God without Jesus’ help. Jesus rescues 
us from sin and gives us His righteousness when we 
trust in Him.

Sing the key passage song “You Must Be Holy” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who can keep God’s law? No one can keep God’s 

law except Jesus. We are sinners and break God’s law 
over and over again, but Jesus always obeyed God. 
He died on the cross and rose again to rescue us from 
sin. Jesus took the punishment we deserve.

Respond through song and pray
SAY • God told His people to build the tabernacle. The 

tabernacle was like a big tent where God met with 
His people. As part of His plan to save people from 
sin, God sent Jesus to earth to “tabernacle,” or meet 
with us forever!

Sing “Holy God (Holy, Holy, Holy)” and “Lord of All 
(Highest Heights)” as preschoolers move with the music. 
Prepare for prayer by singing “His Name Is Jesus.” You may 
also collect an offering. 
SAY • Dear God, You are holy. Thank You for making a way 

for You to meet with Your people in the tabernacle. 
Thank You for sending Jesus to be with us forever 
when we trust in You. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Holy God (Holy, 
Holy, Holy)” song

• “Lord of All (Highest 
Heights)” song

• “His Name Is Jesus” 
song

• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: The Tabernacle Was Built
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 35:4–40:38
MAIN POINT: God told His people to build the tabernacle.
KEY PASSAGE: Leviticus 11:45
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who can keep God’s law? No one can keep God’s 

law except Jesus.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Sing together
Invite preschoolers to hold hands and walk in a circle as 
they sing to the tune of “Ring Around the Rosie” :

“ Holy, holy, holy! The Lord our God is holy! 
He is, He is worthy of our praise!”

SAY • God told His people to build the tabernacle. The 
tabernacle was like a big tent where God met with 
His people. As part of His plan to save people from 
sin, God sent Jesus to earth to “tabernacle,” or meet 
with us forever! 

Items in the tabernacle
Invite the preschoolers to sit. Explain that you have a 
basket filled with the items like those used to build God’s 
tabernacle. You also have some items in the basket that were 
not used to build God’s tabernacle. When you hold up a 
tabernacle item, children will jump up and say “Yes!” When 
you hold up a non-tabernacle item, children should sit 
down and say “No!” Play as time allows.
SAY • God told His people to build the tabernacle. The 

tabernacle was like a big tent where God met with 
His people. God’s people brought their best gifts to 
God and made the tabernacle just like He said. 

Tip: Children may 
also release hands 
and sit down when 
you say praise.

LOW PREP

• basket
• tabernacle items: 

toy gold and silver 
jewelry; scarves; 
leather; toy jewels; 
yarn (red, blue, 
purple); spices

• non-tabernacle 
items: wadded 
napkin, newspaper, 
banana peel, rocks

• Allergy Alert 
download
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Build the tabernacle
Provide blocks or interlocking bricks for preschoolers to 
build the tabernacle. Briefly review God’s plan for the 
tabernacle.
SAY • God told His people to build the tabernacle. The 

tabernacle was like a big tent where God met with 
His people. As part of His plan to save people from 
sin, God sent Jesus to earth to meet with us forever! 

Create the cloud
Assist preschoolers as they glue large cotton balls onto 
blue construction paper. Provide crayons and markers for 
children to draw a picture of a tent underneath the cloud. 
SAY • God told His people to build the tabernacle. 

God led His people in the wilderness by a cloud. 
Wherever God’s cloud stopped, that’s where they 
would set up God’s tent. God sent Jesus to earth to 
meet with us forever! 

Big picture question baseball
Use masking tape to mark four “bases” in the classroom. 
Invite preschoolers to line up. Ask the first child the big 
picture question and invite him to respond with the answer. 
If he answers correctly, he moves to “first base.” Children 
advance as the following child answers correctly.
SAY • Who can keep God’s law? No one can keep God’s 

law except Jesus. We need Jesus to rescue us from 
sin! As part of His plan to save people from sin, God 
sent Jesus to earth to meet with us forever! 

Transition to large group closing

• blocks or 
interlocking bricks

• blue construction 
paper

• crayons and 
markers

• cotton balls
• white glue

•  masking tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What did God tell His people to build? (God told 
His people to build the tabernacle.)

2. What did people bring to help build the tabernacle? 
(gold, jewels, yarn, animal skins, wood, oil, spices)

3. How did God help the people who built the 
tabernacle? (God gave them special skills to build it 
just right.)

4. Who can keep God’s law? No one can keep God’s 
law except Jesus.

SAY • God gave Moses special instructions for how to 
build the tabernacle and everything inside. After the 
tabernacle was finished, God dwelt in thick cloud 
around the tabernacle. God showed His people when 
to travel through the cloud. Later, God sent Jesus 
to rescue us from our sin so we could live with Him 
forever.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “You Must Be Holy” 

song
• “Holy God (Holy, 

Holy, Holy)” song

SESSION TITLE: The Tabernacle Was Built
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 35:4–40:38
MAIN POINT: God told His people to build the tabernacle.
KEY PASSAGE: Leviticus 11:45
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who can keep God’s law? No one can keep God’s 

law except Jesus.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for dwelling with Your people. 
Thank You for sending Jesus to die for our sins so we 
can live with You forever. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about the importance of telling our friends 
and family how Jesus—who always obeyed God—died so 
we could be forgiven of our sins. You may also show the 
“Families Reaching Families” missions video. 
SAY • John and his family live in a country called the Czech 

Republic. They set up camps with fun games, music, 
and Bible stories about Jesus so other families will 
hear and believe in Jesus. Let’s pray for John and 
his family as they share the good news about Jesus 
with others so that those people could be with Jesus 
forever.

Anoint with water
Before class, prepare a small tub with a few inches of water. 
Provide favorite toys that could handle being wet. Invite 
preschoolers to “anoint” or pour water over those toys.
SAY • God told His people to build the tabernacle and 

anoint it. To anoint something means to pour oil 
on something to show it is clean and holy. Moses 
anointed the tabernacle because God would dwell 
there and He is holy.

• “Families Reaching 
Families” missions 
video

Encourage 
preschoolers to 
continue praying for 
the Czech Republic 
using the missions 
cards.

• small tub of water
• plastic toys
• towels for cleanup
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Title
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:6

Big Picture Question: Why did God create the 
world? God created the world for His glory.

Session 1:  God Created the World  
Genesis 1:1-25 
God created everything. 

Session 2:   God Created People 
Genesis 1:26-2:25 
God created people in His own image.

Session 3:   Sin Entered the World 
Genesis 3:1-24  
Adam and Eve sinned.

Session 4:   Cain and Abel 
Genesis 4:1-16,25-26 
God punished Cain for his sin.

Session 5:   Noah and the Ark 
Genesis 6:5–9:17 
God is holy.

Session 6:   The Tower of Babel 
Genesis 11:1-9 
God created people to give Him glory.

God Is Holy
Key Passage: Leviticus 11:45

Big Picture Question: Who can keep God’s law? 
No one can keep God’s law except Jesus.

Session 1:  The Ten Commandments: Love Others  
Exodus 20:12-17 
God gave us rules about loving others. 

Session 2:   The Tabernacle Was Built 
Exodus 35:4–40:38 
God told His people to build the 
tabernacle.

Session 3:   God Gave Rules for Sacrifice 
Leviticus 1–27  
God provided a way to forgive His 
people.

Session 4:   Worship Only God 
Deuteronomy 1; 3:23–4:40 
The Lord alone is God.

Session 6:   God Reminded His People of His 
Covenant 
Deuteronomy 5:1–6:25; 8:1– 
11:1,26-28 
God wanted His people to remember 
His promise.
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Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

I am the Lord ... 
therefore be holy, 

because I am 
holy.

Leviticus 11:45



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

I am the Lord ... 
ye shall therefore 

be holy, for 
I am holy.
Leviticus 11:45



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

I am Yahweh ... 
you must be 
holy because 

I am holy.
Leviticus 11:45



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

“I am the Lord 
... You shall 

therefore be holy, 
for I am holy.”

Leviticus 11:45



Main Point  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6, Session 2  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

God told His 
people to build 
the tabernacle.
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Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Who can 
keep God’s 

law?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 6  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Who can keep 
God’s law?

No one can keep 
God’s law except 

Jesus.
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Tabernacle
Instructions: Print and use as directed in the Preschool Worship Guide.



Missions Prayer Cards
Instructions: Print and cut out these prayer cards to help kids pray for and connect to missionaries serving in Europe.

God the Redeemer
Preschool Leader and Worship Guide  •  All sessions
© 2015 LifeWay OK to Print 

LONDON, ENGLAND
London is the capital and largest city in England, often called the 
“capital of the world.” More than 13.6 million people live in the London 
metropolitan area, and many of those people have moved to London 
from cities all over the world. More than 300 languages are spoken in 
the greater London area. In such a large, multi-cultural city, 
missionaries have a huge task of spreading 
the good news about 
Jesus. Pray for 
missionaries in 
London as they share 
the gospel with 
people from all over 
the world in one 
huge city. 

ICELAND
Iceland is a Nordic island country located between the North Atlantic Ocean 
and the Arctic Ocean. Iceland is home to roughly 329,000 people. The 
capital and largest city is Reykjavik (RAYK-yuh-VIK). Iceland has active 
volcanoes, and Iceland experienced volcanic eruptions in March and April 
2010 as well as May 2011. 
Although roughly 70% of 
Iceland’s population say they 
are Christians, only 10%  of 
Icelanders attend church at 
least once a month. Pray 
for missionaries serving in 
Iceland to bring the gospel to 
the people of Iceland. Pray 
that they will equip Icelandic 
Christians to meet and 
worship Jesus together.

SCOTLAND
Scotland is a country in the United Kingdom. Located north of 
England, Scotland is home to roughly 5 million people. Though 
roughly 53% of the people say they are Christians, 
43% of the people do not follow any religion. 
Missionaries like Gena Wilson are taking 
the gospel to areas of Scotland where 
the gospel is not welcome. 
Missionary families like Gena, 
TJ, and Eli Odom are reaching 
out to their community in 
Scotland through events. Pray for 
missionaries in Scotland to share 
the good news about Jesus.

CZECH REPUBLIC (pronounced CHECK)
The Czech Republic is a country in Central Europe with Germany to 
the west, Austria to the south, Slovakia to the southeast, and Poland to 
the northeast. Czech Republic was originally part of a country called 
Czechoslovakia after World War I. After World War II, Czechoslovakia 
became part of the Soviet Union. In January 1993, Czechoslovakia 
peacefully divided and became two distinct countries: the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. Roughly 10.5 million 
people live in Czech Republic, but the 
majority of the people do not believe that 
God is real. Many have heard of Jesus, 
but they choose not to follow Him. 
Missionaries like the Johnson family 
build relationships with Czech families 
so they can tell them about Jesus. Pray 
for the Johnsons’ family camp outreach 
so they can tell kids and their families 
the good news about Jesus.
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