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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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God the Redeemer

UNIT 4
SESSION 3

THE WILDERNESS TEST

BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 15:22–17:7
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 3:5
MAIN POINT: God takes care of us.

The Bible Story

Exodus 15:22–17:7

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
God led His people into the desert. A desert does not have much water. 
The people asked, “What are we going to drink?” God led them to Elim, a 
place with plenty of water. Later the people were hungry, and they grumbled 
against God. So God sent the people bread from heaven each day! The 
people called the bread manna. Soon, the people grew tired of manna. They 
wanted meat! God sent quail to the camp. They went to another place that 
did not have water. They asked Moses, “Why did you ever take us out of 
Egypt?” God told Moses to hit a rock. When Moses hit the rock, water 
came out! God took care of His people by giving them food and water in 
the desert.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *God gave His people food and water in the desert.
 *God took care of His people. God takes care of us.
 *God sent Jesus because He loves us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to hold and turn the pages. 
Open your Bible to Exodus 15. Show the Bible story picture and 
say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: The Bible is God’s true words. God gave His people food and 
water in the desert. God took care of His people, and God takes 
care of us.  [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” :
“ God brought water from a rock, from a rock, from a rock. 
God brought water from a rock, 
And manna in the desert!”

SAY: God gave His people water from a rock. He gave His people 
bread from heaven called manna. God took care of His people. GOD 

TAKES CARE OF US. 

CATCH “QUAIL”
Make soft “quail” out of rolled-up socks. Give babies the socks and 
invite babies to put them in a basket.
SAY: God gave His people quail and manna in the desert. God took 
care of His people. GOD TAKES CARE OF US.

READ BOOKS ABOUT GOD’S CARE
Read a picture book about God’s love and care. Talk about how 
God takes care of the babies by giving them what they need.
SAY: God gave His people food and water in the desert. GOD TAKES 

CARE OF US!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Exodus 15. 
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. 
SAY: God took care of His people. GOD TAKES CARE OF US! [Pray 
for the toddlers.]

MAKE PAPER PLATE QUAIL
Fold a paper plate in half for each toddler. Help toddlers glue 
artificial feathers on the plate. Help toddlers glue googly eyes on the 
“quail.” 
SAY: God took care of His people in the desert. GOD TAKES CARE 

OF US! God sent Jesus because He loves us.

WORK PUZZLES
Provide favorite puzzles for toddlers to put together. You may also 
print the preschool Bible story picture and cut it in four squares. 
SAY: God’s people trusted God to give them food and water in the 
desert every day. God took care of them; GOD TAKES CARE OF US!

GATHER MANNA
Cut 1-inch circles out of white foam or felt. Scatter the circles and 
invite toddlers to gather the manna. 
SAY: God gave His people food in the desert. God took care of His 
people. GOD TAKES CARE OF US, too. God sent Jesus because He 
loves us.

EXPLORE NATURE
Place feathers, rocks, sand, and bread in sealed, clear containers for 
toddlers to explore. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: God took care of His people. GOD TAKES CARE OF US!
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE WILDERNESS TEST
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 15:22–17:7
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 3:5
MAIN POINT: God takes care of us.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: TOSS QUAIL
Draw bird faces on foam balls or small beach balls. Tape 
construction paper “wings” to the sides of the birds. Help toddlers 
toss the quails into a basket.
SAY: God gave His people food and water in the desert. God is so 
good! God takes care of His people, and GOD TAKES CARE OF US! 
God sent Jesus because He loves us.

SAY “THANK YOU, GOD!”
Play music as toddlers march around the room. Stop the music and 
invite toddlers to shout “Thank You, God!”
SAY: God is so good to us. God took care of His people. GOD 

TAKES CARE OF US, too! God sent Jesus because He loves us.

EXPLORE ROCKS
A few days before the session, make “rocks” out of mud or a flour 
paste and allow them to dry. Invite toddlers to touch the rocks and 
see how dry and hard they are. Carefully take a toy hammer and toy 
screwdriver to “split” the rock. Invite toddlers to look for the water.
SAY: I hit this rock, but water did not come out. Only God can 
make water come out of a rock! GOD TAKES CARE OF US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.



Key Passage Cards
Instructions: Print the key passage cards on colorful paper and cut them out.  

You may want to laminate the cards.
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Moses was 
faithful. 

Heb. 3:5 (HCSB)

Moses verily 
was faithful. 

Heb. 3:5 (KJV)

Moses was 
faithful. 

Heb. 3:5 (ESV)

“Moses was 
faithful.” 
Heb. 3:5 (NIV)
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