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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Moses was born into a culture that hated his people. The 
Israelites—descendants of Israel (Jacob)—had set up 
their home in Egypt when a famine forced them to seek 
out food. They became so numerous that Pharaoh felt 
threatened and forced them into slavery. But their families 
still grew, and Pharaoh instituted an unimaginable method 
of population control: kill all of the baby boys.

Moses’ story is a clear picture of God’s sovereignty. Not 

Moses Was Born and Called

BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 1:8–2:10,23-25; 3:1–4:20
MAIN POINT: God rescued Moses to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 3:5-6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God’s plan? God’s plan is to rescue His 

people.
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1
Additional 

resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

only was Moses’ life spared by the Egyptian princess, 
Moses’ mother was able to care for him. Moses grew up 
in Pharaoh’s house and then spent years shepherding in 
Midian before God called him to his task.

Imagine the encounter between God and Moses at the 
burning bush. God drew a curious Moses to Himself and 
then spoke: “Moses, Moses!”

God identified Himself as the God of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob. He testified to His own grace: “I have 
observed the misery of My people … and I know about 
their sufferings. … I am sending you … so that you may 
lead My people, the Israelites, out of Egypt” (Ex. 3:7-10).

God revealed His name: “I AM WHO I AM.” The most 
basic and important fact about God is that He exists; He 
always has and always will exist. God does not change. God 
revealed to Moses who He is so that the people would trust 
in Him.

Help the kids you teach understand that God rescued 
Moses to deliver His people from captivity. Emphasize how 
the calling of Moses points to a greater calling and rescue—
the call of Jesus to come to earth to save God’s people from 
sin.

Check out the video “The Big Story” for a picture of this 
unit’s part in God’s big story of redemption.
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Moses Was Born and Called
Exodus 1:8–2:10,23-25; 3:1–4:20

Joseph’s family lived in Egypt for many years. The 
family grew bigger and bigger. All the people in the family 
were called Israelites because they came from the family 
of Israel (Jacob).

Joseph had died and a new pharaoh, or king, took 
over Egypt. The new king did not like the Israelites; he 
was afraid because there were so many of them. The king 
made the Israelites work very hard. But the harder the 
Israelites worked, the bigger their families grew!

“Kill all their baby boys!” the king said. But the nurses 
who helped the Israelite mommies and babies did not do 
what the king said.

Now the king was very angry! “Throw all their baby 
boys into the Nile River!” he said.

Around this time, a woman had a baby boy. She 
wanted him to live, so she hid him. When the baby was 
bigger, she put him in a basket and set the basket at the 
edge of the Nile River. The baby’s older sister, Miriam, 
stayed nearby to watch the basket.

Soon, the princess of Egypt went to the river to take a 
bath. She found the basket and the baby inside, and she 
felt sorry for the baby. The princess wanted the baby to be 
her son. Miriam asked the princess if she wanted to hire 
a woman to take care of the baby. The princess agreed, so 
Miriam brought her mother to care for him. The princess 
named the baby Moses.

When Moses grew up, he had to leave Egypt. Moses 
found a job as a shepherd, taking care of sheep.

Back in Egypt, the king had died and a new king took 

The BIBLE STORY
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over. But the new king still made the Israelite people 
work very hard. They cried out to God for help. God 
heard their cries, and He planned to send Moses to help 
them.

One day, Moses saw a burning bush. The Angel of the 
Lord was in the fire, and the bush was not burning up. 
Suddenly, God called from the bush, “Moses! Moses!”

“Here I am,” Moses said.
God told Moses to take off his sandals. Then God said, 

“My people are suffering. I want you to lead them out of 
Egypt to a good land I have for them. First, lead them into 
the desert so they can worship Me.”

“What if they ask for Your name? What should I tell 
them?” Moses asked.

God said, “I AM WHO I AM. Tell them: I AM has 
sent me to you.” Then God warned that Moses’ job 
would not be easy. The king in Egypt would say no, but 
God promised that the king would one day let God’s 
people go.

Moses made excuses and said, “I am not good at 
speaking. Please, send someone else.” God was angry with 
Moses, but He agreed to send Moses’ brother, Aaron, with 
him.

Christ Connection: God saved Moses’ life so Moses could one 
day save God’s people from the Egyptian king. God used His 
Son, Jesus, to save people in an even better way. God sent Jesus 
to earth to save us from our sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “God Gives 
Us Everything We Need.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. 
When all the preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song 
such as “Clap Your Hands” to engage them and help them 
feel welcomed.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place your Bible in a basket and invite preschoolers to pass 
the basket to a friend and then back up to you.
SAY • Great job passing around our Bible! The basket 

almost looked like it was floating on a river. In our 
Bible story today, a little baby was put inside a basket 
near the Nile River. His name was Moses. God had a 
plan for Moses!

Open your Bible to Exodus 1. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, using the script provided, or show the 
video. Read the bolded version of the script for younger 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Hebrews 3:5-6. Invite 
a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your 

• “God Gives Us 
Everything We 
Need” song 

• “Clap Your Hands” 
song

• Bible
• “Moses Was Born 

and Called” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “Confidence of Our 

Hope” song

SESSION TITLE: Moses Was Born and Called
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 1:8–2:10,23-25; 3:1–4:20
MAIN POINT: God rescued Moses to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 3:5-6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God’s plan? God’s plan is to rescue His 

people.
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Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Our key passage says that Moses was faithful as a 

servant, but Jesus is faithful as God’s Son. Being 
faithful means you do what someone asks you to do. 
God sent Jesus to earth to rescue us from sin, and 
that’s just what Jesus did!

Sing the key passage song “Confidence of Our Hope” 
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, What is God’s plan? 

God’s plan is to rescue His people. God always 
rescues His people from harm. God’s plan was to use 
Moses to rescue the Israelites from the Egyptians. 
God’s plan was to send Jesus to rescue us from sin.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God rescued Moses to save His people from the 

Egyptian king. God used His Son, Jesus, to save 
people in an even better way. God sent Jesus to earth 
to save us from our sin.

Sing “God Gives Us Everything We Need” and “Here 
With Me” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “I Give All My Thanks to You.” You may 
also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for hearing Your people when they 

needed help. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, 
to rescue us from sin just like You sent Moses to 
Egypt to rescue the Israelites. We love You! Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster

• “God Gives Us 
Everything We 
Need” song

• “Here With Me” 
song

• “I Give All My 
Thanks to You” song

• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Moses Was Born and Called
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 1:8–2:10,23-25; 3:1–4:20
MAIN POINT: God rescued Moses to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 3:5-6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God’s plan? God’s plan is to rescue His 

people.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

A message for the people
Instruct the preschoolers to line up on one side of the 
room. Choose one child to be the messenger. Whisper in 
his ear a message that he must walk quickly to deliver to the 
children on the other side. Play as time allows, giving each 
preschooler a chance to be the messenger. 
SAY • God chose Moses to be a messenger for Him. God 

rescued Moses to save His people. God used His 
Son, Jesus, to save people in an even better way. God 
sent Jesus to earth to save us from our sin.

Burning bush art
Before class, gather small twigs, construction paper, glue 
sticks, child-size scissors, orange tissue paper squares, and 
markers. Invite the preschoolers to use the items to make a 
burning bush. Write the big picture question or main point 
on each child’s picture.
SAY • God rescued Moses to save His people from the 

Egyptian king. God spoke to Moses from a burning 
bush. God had heard His people’s cry for help. God 
hears our cry for help, too. God sent Jesus to earth to 
save us from our sin. When we ask Jesus to rescue us 
from our sin, He does!

LOW PREP

• construction paper
• small twigs
• child-size scissors
• tissue paper
• markers
• glue sticks
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Play out the Bible story
Provide a basket, a baby doll, an artificial bush, and orange 
crepe paper streamers to tie to the bush’s branches. Invite 
preschoolers to play out the Bible story. You may also 
read the bolded version of the Bible story to help children 
remember it. 
SAY • God rescued Moses to save His people. God used 

His Son, Jesus, to save people in an even better way. 
God sent Jesus to earth to save us from our sin. 

Practice the big picture question
Ask preschoolers the big picture question in a silly voice 
(high-pitched, sing-song, or a funny accent) and invite 
them to respond with the answer in kind.
SAY • Saying our big picture question in silly voices is fun, 

but knowing the answer is important! What is God’s 
plan? God’s plan is to rescue His people. God sent 
Jesus to earth to save us from our sin. 

Moses in the river
Gather an empty box and line it with aluminum foil. Add 
blue marbles and one marble of a different color to the box. 
Allow the preschoolers to shake the box to try to get the tan 
marble across the river (the blue marbles). 
SAY • Moses’ mom placed him in a basket in the Nile River 

to keep him safe. The princess of Egypt found Moses 
and raised him as her son. God rescued Moses to 
save His people. God sent Jesus to earth to save us 
from our sin. 

Transition to large group closing

• basket
• baby doll
• artificial bush
• orange streamers

LOW PREP

• empty box
• aluminum foil
• blue marbles
• tan marble

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Where did Joseph’s family live for many years? 
(Egypt)

2. What were God’s people called? (Israelites or 
Hebrews)

3. How did the pharaoh treat the Israelites? (He made 
them work really hard. He treated them badly.)

4. Why did God rescue Moses? (God rescued Moses 
to save His people.)

5. What is God’s plan? God’s plan is to rescue His 
people.

SAY • God saved Moses’ life so Moses could one day save 
God’s people from the Egyptian king. God used His 
Son, Jesus, to save people in an even better way. God 
sent Jesus to earth to save us from our sin.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Remind preschoolers that God told Moses that He heard 
His people’s cry for help, and He hears us when we pray to 
Him.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Confidence of Our 

Hope” song
• “God Gives Us 

Everything We 
Need” song

SESSION TITLE: Moses Was Born and Called
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 1:8–2:10,23-25; 3:1–4:20
MAIN POINT: God rescued Moses to save His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Hebrews 3:5-6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is God’s plan? God’s plan is to rescue His 

people.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • Dear God, thank You for rescuing Moses. Thank 
You for Your plan to rescue Your people from the 
Egyptian king. Thank You for Your plan to rescue us 
from sin by sending Jesus. We love You! Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and talk about the reasons for it. If 
you do not have a missions activity planned, talk about 
the importance of telling our friends and family how God 
sent Jesus to rescue people from sin. You may also show the 
“The Capital of the World” missions video.
SAY • What is God’s plan? God’s plan is to rescue His 

people. God’s plan is to rescue all of His people. God 
sends Christians called missionaries all over the world 
to tell the good news about Jesus to people who have 
never heard of Him. London, England is a city that 
has many people from all over the world. Let’s pray 
that God would send missionaries to London to tell 
these people about Jesus. 

“I am” game
Pair up the preschoolers. Instruct one child to ask her 
partner, “What is your name?” The partner will say “I am 
[his name]” then repeat the question to the first child. Invite 
preschoolers to switch partners and play again. Continue 
playing until each child has introduced himself to a friend.
SAY • God spoke to Moses in a burning bush. Moses asked 

what God’s name is. God said, “I AM WHO I AM.” 
God’s name, I AM, means that He is the one and 
only God. God rescued Moses to save His people.

• “The Capital of the 
World” missions 
video

Print and cut 
apart the missions 
prayer cards. Give 
preschoolers the 
London prayer cards 
to take home this 
week.
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Title
Key Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:6

Big Picture Question: Why did God create the 
world? God created the world for His glory.

Session 1:  God Created the World  
Genesis 1:1-25 
God created everything. 

Session 2:   God Created People 
Genesis 1:26-2:25 
God created people in His own image.

Session 3:   Sin Entered the World 
Genesis 3:1-24  
Adam and Eve sinned.

Session 4:   Cain and Abel 
Genesis 4:1-16,25-26 
God punished Cain for his sin.

Session 5:   Noah and the Ark 
Genesis 6:5–9:17 
God is holy.

Session 6:   The Tower of Babel 
Genesis 11:1-9 
God created people to give Him glory.

God the Redeemer
Key Passage: Hebrews 3:5-6

Big Picture Questions: What is God’s plan? 
God’s plan is to rescue His people.

Session 1:  Moses Was Born and Called  
Exodus 1:8–2:10,23-25; 3:1–4:20 
God rescued Moses to save His people. 

Session 2:   The Plagues, the Passover, and the 
Crossing of the Red Sea 
Exodus 5–14 
God showed Egypt that only He is 
God.

Session 3:   The Wilderness Test 
Exodus 15:22–17:7  
God gave His people food and water.

Session 4:   The Golden Calf 
Exodus 32:1-35; 34:1-9 
God’s people worshiped a golden calf.

Session 5:   The Ten Commandments: Love God 
Exodus 19:1–20:11; 31:18 
God gave us rules to show that He is 
holy.

 © 2015 LifeWay  •  OK to Print 
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Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 4  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Moses was 
faithful as a 

servant ... But 
Christ is faithful 

as the Son.
Hebrews 3:5-6



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 4  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Moses verily was 
faithful ... as a 
servant, ... But 
Christ as a son.

Hebrews 3:5-6



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 4  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Moses was 
faithful as a 

servant ...  
But Christ was 

faithful as a Son.
Hebrews 3:5-6



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 4  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Now Moses was 
faithful ... as a 
servant ... but 

Christ is faithful 
... as a son.
Hebrews 3;5-6



Main Point  •  Preschool  •  Unit 4, Session 1  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

God rescued 
Moses to save 

His people.



Moses Was Born and Called (Exodus 1:8–2:10,23-25; 3:1–4:20)  •  Unit 4, Session 1   •  © 2015 LifeWay  OK to Print



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 4  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

What is 
God’s plan?



Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 4  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

What is 
God’s plan? 

God’s plan is to 
rescue His people.



Missions Prayer Cards
Instructions: Print and cut out these prayer cards to help kids pray for and connect to missionaries serving in Europe.

God the Redeemer
Preschool Leader and Worship Guide  •  All sessions
© 2015 LifeWay OK to Print 

LONDON, ENGLAND
London is the capital and largest city in England, often called the 
“capital of the world.” More than 13.6 million people live in the London 
metropolitan area, and many of those people have moved to London 
from cities all over the world. More than 300 languages are spoken in 
the greater London area. In such a large, multi-cultural city, 
missionaries have a huge task of spreading 
the good news about 
Jesus. Pray for 
missionaries in 
London as they share 
the gospel with 
people from all over 
the world in one 
huge city. 

ICELAND
Iceland is a Nordic island country located between the North Atlantic Ocean 
and the Arctic Ocean. Iceland is home to roughly 329,000 people. The 
capital and largest city is Reykjavik (RAYK-yuh-VIK). Iceland has active 
volcanoes, and Iceland experienced volcanic eruptions in March and April 
2010 as well as May 2011. 
Although roughly 70% of 
Iceland’s population say they 
are Christians, only 10%  of 
Icelanders attend church at 
least once a month. Pray 
for missionaries serving in 
Iceland to bring the gospel to 
the people of Iceland. Pray 
that they will equip Icelandic 
Christians to meet and 
worship Jesus together.

SCOTLAND
Scotland is a country in the United Kingdom. Located north of 
England, Scotland is home to roughly 5 million people. Though 
roughly 53% of the people say they are Christians, 
43% of the people do not follow any religion. 
Missionaries like Gena Wilson are taking 
the gospel to areas of Scotland where 
the gospel is not welcome. 
Missionary families like Gena, 
TJ, and Eli Odom are reaching 
out to their community in 
Scotland through events. Pray for 
missionaries in Scotland to share 
the good news about Jesus.

CZECH REPUBLIC (pronounced CHECK)
The Czech Republic is a country in Central Europe with Germany to 
the west, Austria to the south, Slovakia to the southeast, and Poland to 
the northeast. Czech Republic was originally part of a country called 
Czechoslovakia after World War I. After World War II, Czechoslovakia 
became part of the Soviet Union. In January 1993, Czechoslovakia 
peacefully divided and became two distinct countries: the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. Roughly 10.5 million 
people live in Czech Republic, but the 
majority of the people do not believe that 
God is real. Many have heard of Jesus, 
but they choose not to follow Him. 
Missionaries like the Johnson family 
build relationships with Czech families 
so they can tell them about Jesus. Pray 
for the Johnsons’ family camp outreach 
so they can tell kids and their families 
the good news about Jesus.
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