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Preschool WORSHIP OVERVIEW

SESSION TITLE: God Tested Abraham
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 22:1-19
MAIN POINT: Abraham trusted God.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 4:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did God promise? God promised to bless 

His people.
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Unit 2
Session 2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

When Abraham was well over 100 years old, he received 
another message from God. It was a test, actually. God 
instructed Abraham to take his son Isaac, the son of 
promise, and sacrifice him on a mountain God would tell 
him about. Abraham had waited so many years for this 
child!
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But Abraham obeyed. He got up early the next day and 
left for his trip. Not waiting around to see if God would 
change His mind, he saddled the donkey, took the wood, 
two servants, and his son, and left on the journey as God 
commanded.

As Isaac walked with his father, he noticed something was 
missing. They had the wood and the fire, but “Where is the 
lamb?” Isaac asked. Abraham answered that God Himself 
would provide. And God did indeed.

By this point, Abraham had supreme faith that God was 
able to do anything. Hebrews 11:17-19 gives us a peek 
inside Abraham’s mind: “He considered God to be able even 
to raise someone from the dead.”

God provided a ram for the burnt offering in place of Isaac, 
who was spared. After what we might imagine was quite a 
worship service, Abraham and Isaac returned home.

In the New Testament, God brings through John the 
Baptist the final answer to Isaac’s inquiry, “Where is the 
lamb?” “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world!” (John 1:29). God provided a ram for Abraham, 
but for all of humanity He has provided His Son, Jesus 
Christ, the ultimate sacrifice for sin.

Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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God Tested Abraham
Genesis 22:1-19

God had promised Abraham and Sarah that they 
would have more descendants than anybody could 
count—as many as the stars in the sky! But they didn’t 
have any children! Abraham and Sarah were very old 
when God gave them a son. They named him Isaac. All of 
the people on earth would be blessed because of Abraham 
and Sarah’s family. So their son Isaac was very, very special.

Later God tested Abraham to show that God was 
really more important to Abraham than anything or 
anyone else. God told Abraham to do something that 
sounded strange. God told Abraham to take Isaac to a 
special mountain and offer him to God.

Long ago, in Bible times, people gave offerings to God 
to show they loved Him, to thank Him for something, or 
to say to God “I’m sorry; please forgive me.” These offerings 
were called sacrifices. When the offering was an animal, the 
animal was killed when it was sacrificed. People offered God 
the best animal from their flocks. This time, though, God 
didn’t ask for an animal. He told Abraham to give Isaac as a 
sacrifice.

Abraham loved Isaac very much. God had promised 
that Isaac would have a family. How could that happen if 
Abraham gave Isaac as a sacrifice?

Abraham believed that God would make things turn 
out right. He did not know how God would do it, but 
Abraham believed God would keep His promise about 
Isaac. So Abraham obeyed.

Early in the morning, Abraham, Isaac, and two helpers 
took a donkey and the supplies they needed. They walked 

The BIBLE STORY
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for three days until they came to the place God had told 
Abraham about. Then Abraham and Isaac went by 
themselves up the mountain.

“Where is the lamb to sacrifice to God?” asked Isaac. 
Abraham said, “God will give us a lamb to sacrifice.” 
Abraham built the altar and got ready to offer Isaac to 
God.

A voice called to them from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, I see that you were willing to do what I said. 
You do not have to offer your son Isaac.” Abraham looked 
up and saw a fine sheep caught in the bushes. God had 
sent a lamb to sacrifice instead of Isaac. God, Abraham, 
and Isaac could see that Abraham loved God most of all.

God said to Abraham, “You will have as many 
descendants as the stars in the sky and the sand on the 
seashore. All the world will be blessed.”

Christ Connection: Abraham trusted God. He was willing 
to give up his son Isaac when God asked him to. Isaac didn’t 
have to die because God provided a ram instead. God was 
willing to give up His Son, Jesus, to save the world from sin. We 
don’t have to die for our sin because Jesus died instead.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Welcome preschoolers to worship by playing “My God 
Is Real.” Greet preschoolers with a smile. When all the 
preschoolers have arrived, sing an action song such as 
“Stand and Shout” to engage them and help them feel 
welcomed.

Practice the key passage
Open your Bible to Romans 4:3. One at a time, invite a 
few preschoolers to come up and see the key passage in your 
Bible.
SAY •  Our key passage can be found in our Bible. The 

Bible is God’s words. Our key passage says that when 
God spoke to Abraham, Abraham believed God. We 
can believe all of God’s promises in the Bible because 
God always speaks the truth.

Invite preschoolers to say the key passage with you. Sing the 
key passage song, “Abraham,” together.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Introduce the Bible story for the day by inviting 
preschoolers to “test” a simple theory. Stand up some 
dominoes close together but not touching. Invite 

• “My God Is Real” 
song 

• “Stand and Shout” 
song

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “Abraham” song

• dominoes, 5
• “God Tested 

Abraham” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

SESSION TITLE: God Tested Abraham 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 22:1-19
MAIN POINT: Abraham trusted God.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 4:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did God promise? God promised to bless 

His people.
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preschoolers to guess what will happen if you touch the first 
domino. Perform the test.
SAY •  When Abraham was 100 years old, his son Isaac 

was born. God knew that Abraham loved Isaac very 
much, but God wanted to know if Abraham loved 
God more than anybody—even Isaac. God tested 
Abraham, and Abraham trusted God. 

Open your Bible to Genesis 22. Tell the Bible story in your 
own words, using the script provided, or show the video.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Do you remember our big picture question? What 

did God promise? God promised to bless His 
people.  God told Abraham that all of God’s special 
promises would come through Isaac. Abraham 
trusted God to keep His promise. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God gave up His Son, Jesus, to save the world from 

sin. We don’t have to die for our sin because Jesus 
died instead.

Sing “My God Is Real” and “Great Big Family of God” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer 
by singing “Christ Died for Us.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY •  God, thank You for providing Jesus to be punished 

for sin. We love You! Amen.

Transition to small groups

Note for leaders: 
Abraham believed 
that even if he 
sacrificed Isaac, God 
would bring Isaac 
back from the dead. 
(Heb. 11:17-19) 
What faith!

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster

• “My God Is Real” 
song

• “Great Big Family of 
God” song

• “Christ Died for Us” 
song

• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: God Tested Abraham 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 22:1-19
MAIN POINT: Abraham trusted God.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 4:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did God promise? God promised to bless 

His people.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

“If” game
Invite preschoolers to perform various actions if they believe 
the following statements.

• Jump up and down if you believe God loved 
Abraham. 

• Hop on one foot if you believe God loved Isaac. 
• Spin around if you believe God loves you.

You may add other physical movements and statements 
from the Bible story as well.
SAY •  Abraham trusted God. Abraham believed God’s 

plans for Isaac were most important. God loves us so 
much that He gave His only Son for us. God’s plan is 
for us to love Him more than anything or anybody.

Decorate ram
Instruct preschoolers to use cotton balls and glue or glue 
sticks to decorate a ram. Explain to boys and girls that a 
ram is a male sheep. 
SAY •  Abraham trusted God no matter what. God rescued 

Isaac by sending a sheep to take his place. Years later, 
God provided His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross in 
the place of sinners. 

LOW PREP

• “Ram” printable
• paper
• cotton balls
• glue
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Paper plate puzzles
Invite preschoolers to draw images from the story (a sheep, 
a mountain, an altar, Abraham, or Isaac) onto paper plates. 
Cut the plates into three or four pieces and instruct children 
to put their puzzles back together. Preschoolers may swap 
puzzles with a friend and work puzzles as well. 
SAY •  God told Abraham to give up his favorite of God’s 

gifts to him: Isaac. Abraham trusted God to keep 
His promise. God sent a ram to take Isaac’s place. 

Sink or float?
Create a boat by taping craft sticks together with colorful 
duct tape. Place the boat in a shallow pan of water and 
allow children to guess whether it will sink or float. 
SAY •  We tested to see if our boats float or sink. God tested 

Abraham. Abraham trusted God to always keep His 
promises. God knew Abraham loved Him more than 
he loved Isaac. God provided a sheep to take Isaac’s 
place. 

Make an altar
Create a small “altar” with blocks. Invite preschoolers to sit 
around the altar in a circle. Instruct children to list their 
favorite gifts while you write them down on strips of paper. 
Guide preschoolers to place their “gifts” on the altar.
SAY •  Abraham trusted God and loved Him more than 

anything. Sometimes we love other things more than 
God. That is sin. God sent Jesus to die on the cross 
for our sins so we can be forgiven. 

Transition to large group closing

• paper plates
• crayons and 

markers
• scissors
• ziplock bags 

(optional)

• craft sticks
• colorful duct tape
• shallow pan of 

water

• blocks
• strips of paper
• marker

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Instruct preschoolers to stand in a circle. Provide a ball and 
invite them to toss it to one another. Instruct the child who 
tosses the ball to ask, What did God promise? and the child 
who catches or receives the ball to answer, God promised 
to bless His people. You may also ask the following review 
questions as you toss the ball and invite the child who 
receives the ball to answer.

1. What did God promise? God promised to bless 
His people.

2. Who was born when Abraham was 100 years old? 
(Abraham’s son Isaac)

3. What did God tell Abraham to do? (give Isaac as a 
sacrifice)

4. What did God provide to take Isaac’s place? (sheep)
5. Whom did Abraham love most of all? (God)

SAY •  God asked Abraham to give Isaac to God. Abraham 
trusted God to keep the promises He made about 
Isaac. Isaac didn’t have to die because God provided 
a sheep instead. God was willing to give up His Son, 
Jesus, to save the world from sin.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

• Bible
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Key Passage Poster
• “Abraham” song
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• “My God Is Real” 

song

SESSION TITLE: God Tested Abraham
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 22:1-19
MAIN POINT: Abraham trusted God.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 4:3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did God promise? God promised to bless 

His people.

Large Group CLOSING
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Pray
SAY • Dear God, thank You for providing a ram so Isaac 

would not have to die. Thank You for sending Your 
Son, Jesus, to take away our sins when we trust in 
Him. Thank You for Your love! Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about the importance of telling people how 
God gave up His Son, Jesus, to save the world from sin. You 
may also show the “Xtreme Calling” missions video. 
SAY • Robert Lane is a missionary in Peru. Robert is in 

Peru telling the people there about Jesus. Robert was 
willing to go to Peru because he knew God willingly 
gave up His Son, Jesus, to save him from sin. Robert 
wants the people of Peru to know they don’t have to 
die for their sin because Jesus died instead. Let’s pray 
for the people of Peru that they would turn from sin 
and follow Jesus.

Make a trade
Give the children a small item from around the classroom 
such as a small stone, a coin, or a paper cutout. Invite them 
to trade (or substitute) the item for a toy, book, snack, or 
other item. Help preschoolers recall that God provided a 
sheep to take Isaac’s place. The sheep was a substitute for 
Isaac. Many years later, God sent Jesus to take our place and 
act as our substitute. We should be punished for our sin, 
but Jesus was punished in our place so we could be forgiven.

• “Xtreme Calling” 
missions video

• small items to trade
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Key Passage (NIV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 2  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

“Abraham believed 
God.”

Romans 4:3



Key Passage (KJV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 2  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Abraham believed 
God.

Romans 4:3



Key Passage (HCSB®)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 2  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Abraham believed 
God.

Romans 4:3



Key Passage (ESV)  •  Preschool  •  Unit 2  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

“Abraham believed 
God.”

Romans 4:3



Main Point  •  Preschool  •  Unit 2 Session 2  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

Abraham 
trusted God.
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Big Picture Question and Answer  •  Preschool  •  Unit 2  •  © 2015 LifeWay OK to Print

What 
did God 

promise?
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What did God 
promise?

God promised
to bless 

His people.
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