
Dear beloved members and guests of MeRF, 
 
The Council of Messiah’s Reformed Fellowship has received approval to resume in-person worship as of this 
upcoming Sunday, August 2.   While we desire to return in full force, it is also our desire that we all stay 
physically well and exercise wisdom during this time. Because of this, we will adjust various elements of 
worship and our Sunday time together: 
 

• Bulletins, Bibles, and Hymnals – eBulletins will be sent to you prior to the service. We encourage you 
to use your own Bible and hymnals. For those that need them, there will be hymnals and pre-printed 
bulletins at the back of sanctuary. 

• Seating – Seating will be “staggered” from one row to the next. We will place indicators to block out 
areas where not to sit. Ushers will be available to direct you on where to sit if you have any questions. 
We encourage families to sit together when possible. 

• Giving – If you currently give online, we encourage you to continue to do so. However, if you prefer to 
give by cash or check, please place your offering in the box in the back of the sanctuary after worship. 

• Coffee and Bagels – Post-worship fellowship will be held at the 45th Street pier. Feel free to bring your 
own food, or simply hang out with the brethren. 

• Livestream – We will try using Facebook Live and a cell phone. This will be an exercise in testing and 
there are no guarantees. While we intend this to be an accommodation for the immuno-compromised, 
the vulnerable population, or the otherwise risk averse, we do want to remind you that it is not to be a 
substitute for gathered worship (not neglecting to meet together…Hebrews 10:25). 
 

Also, these are more general but very basic reminders to follow during our Lord’s Day together and also 
throughout your week: 
 

• Anyone (adult or child) who has been sick or shown symptoms of sickness (cold, flu, sneezing, 
coughing, nauseous, etc.) in the 48 hours leading up to Sunday should stay home.  

• If possible, open doors with your shoulder and elbow. Avoid touching high-use surfaces (door knob, 
hand railing, etc.).  

• Avoid touching your face, especially your nose, mouth, and eyes.  
• We have purchased and worked together with the leadership of SDA to install hand sanitizer stations at 

the facility. 
• Wash your hands thoroughly and frequently.  
• Check in on MeRF family you did not see on Sunday, as well as friends, family, neighbors, and co-

workers. Offer care, encouragement, and supplies as wisdom dictates. 
 
A note regarding face masks: 
 
If you have any concerns regarding masks as we reopen on Sunday, we encourage you to use your wisdom 
whether to wear a mask or not. A box of masks will be made available at church for those who would like one 
and don't have one on hand. 
 
We will provide additional updates as conditions change. 
 
Lord Bless You,  
The MeRF Council 
 


