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Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 
sisters, whenever you face trials of 

many kinds, because you know that 
the testing of your faith produces 

perseverance. Let perseverance finish 
its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything.

- JAMES 1:2-4



Message from Pastor Steve
Dear Sunset Family,
 
We have certainly faced many trials this year. We faced internal 
conflicts. We faced the coronavirus pandemic and protests due 
to racial injustice. We faced violence and civil unrest, devastating 
wildfires, political unrest, and a contentious election. Many of us 
faced other trials as well. Our faith has been tested during this 
season, and I have drawn inspiration from the Apostle Paul who 
faced many trials. It amazes me that he encourages us to consid-
er trials pure joy. But Paul knows that when we remain faithful 
during hardship, God can work in and through them to produce 
perseverance. And when steadfastness of faith finishes its work, 
we will not lack anything.

As I watch us endure and mature during this season, your faith, 
though tested, has endured. As you remain faithful, God contin-
ues to work in and through you. Perseverance is not easy, but it 
will produce a maturity and completeness that will bear fruit.
 
Our Annual Report will share a few ways in which we saw God 
at work. Below, I will share just a few highlights of what God has 
done, and look forward to the year ahead.
 
Celebrating Highlights (Oct 2019-Oct 2020): 
 
Thematic Goal: 
Our thematic goal for 2019-2020 was to “Become Ambassa-
dors of Reconciliation”. The congregation read and discussed the 
“Conflict Resolution vs. Reconciliation Bible Study” by the Am-
bassadors of Reconciliation (AoR). It was a powerful time of learn-
ing together, and we witnessed miracles. We witnessed people 
confessing sin, repenting, and receiving a proclamation of God’s 
forgiveness.

We went through a group reconciliation process which included 
an extensive church report that gave improvement recommen-
dations to Sunset. The Session evaluated and acted upon all of 
them.

This process also helped us start a Reconciliation Ministry, led by 
Carrie Peeples, so that when conflict arises, we can respond in a 
way that reflects Christ to each other and our communities.

Congregational Care Team 
Due to ministry transitions on staff, there was a great need for a 
Congregational Care team. I’m deeply grateful to Barb Feil, Mark 
& Kathy Viers, and Cheryl Hoy for providing leadership for this 
important Ministry. Social distancing requirements have under-
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scored to me that community and congregational care are 
the secret sauces for a healthy church family.
 
Helping Hands Ministry
The Helping Hands Food Pantry ministry flourished during 
the pandemic. I’m grateful to Dottie Adams who has served 
as a volunteer for 20-30 hours a week here. She is a hero of 
faith. It has been a great blessing to also hire Kirsten Wil-
liams as our new Helping Hands Director. Our staff and vol-
unteers have worked tirelessly to serve and meet the needs 
of our community. An additional thank you to Liz Sarles and 
the many volunteers who delivered groceries to those in 
need during the height of quarantine.
 
Worship & Technical Arts Ministries
I’m deeply grateful for the talented leadership that Phil 
Church and Laura VanderGiessen bring to our community. 
I’m especially grateful to Travis Cibolski, our Technical Arts 
Director, for quickly making changes to our services to make 
sure we could continue a weekly worship service online. I’m 
also grateful for all Sunset Ministries that pivoted to an on-
line ministry who found creative ways to connect and minis-
ter. They have all done an amazing job.
 
New Staff
I thank God for bringing us outstanding new staff members 
and existing staff in new roles: Rick Noling (Minister of Ad-
ministration), Melissa Andersen (Children’s Ministry Manag-
er), Carly Riley (Elementary Program Coordinator), Nick Lind 
(Interim Middle School Youth Ministry Leader), Kirsten Wil-
liams (Helping Hands Director), Natalie Day (Youth Intern), 
Mai Anh Hall (Communications Manager), Nicole Flennaugh 
(Worship videographer).
 
Highlights Ahead (Oct 2020-Oct 2021)
 
I would like to highlight three main objectives for this up-
coming year: 1) becoming an emotionally healthy church, 2) 
clarifying our vision, brand, and communication, and 3) es-
tablishing a strong evangelism ministry.

Our current Thematic Goal is “Becoming an Emotionally 
Healthy Church” (Oct 2020-Oct 2021).

We have four main objectives which include elders & staff 
participating in the Emotionally Healthy Spirituality Course 
and the Emotionally Healthy Relationship Course, selecting 
leaders to facilitate the EH Courses, and annually offering 

the EHS & EHR Courses to the congregation.
 
This thematic goal is a great follow-up and continuation of 
our work on “Becoming Ambassadors of Reconciliation”. I’m 
looking forward to what God will do as we aspire to grow in 
these important areas of our lives.

Communications Ministry (Oct 2020-Oct 2021):
We are working through a process with an agency to help 
us with vision clarity, brand development, communication 
strategies, and ultimately, an updated website. Our goal is 
to update our website to reflect our online Ministry needs. 
I’m excited to see what God will do as we increase how we 
communicate what God is doing at Sunset. Please pray for 
this process.
 
While we continue to develop 3-year and 5- to 10-year 
goals in all ministries, I want to highlight some of the 3-year 
goals in one ministry area.
 
Evangelism Ministry Goals (by 2023):
· Establish an Evangelism Ministry
· Offer an Evangelism Program and class annually
· Offer a monthly invite to make a decision and trust in Jesus
· Offer a monthly communion invitation to receive Jesus
· Offer an invitation to believe in Jesus during baptisms
· Write and film testimonies for the majority of members
 
God has been at work in wonderful ways. We have faced 
many trials, but I see your steadfast faith and perseverance. 
And I have witnessed God do amazing things through you. 
May our tested faith produce perseverance that leads to ma-
turity. And may we consider it all pure joy! I’m deeply grate-
ful for Sunset Church. I have a hopeful and optimistic view 
of our future.
 
God bless you always,
Pastor Steve

Steve Ruetschle
SENIOR PASTOR



Current Ruling Elders

Deniel Banks William Efird Dennis Kviz

Deniel was baptized as an infant and 
confirmed at age 11 at an Episcopal 
church in Pennsylvania. Being 
raised with a prayer book directed 
her toward the Holy Spirit and the 
Trinity. Her mother enrolled Deniel 
in Baptist Bible School to keep her 
engaged with Christ’s teachings. 
Deniel and her husband Warren 
have been at Sunset for 25 years 
and became members 21 years ago 
thanks to the involvement in junior 
and senior high school ministry of 
their two adopted sons.

Deniel has served in a variety of 
leadership positions during their 
time at Sunset.  She is also very 
active in Rotary where she has 
had the great fortune of taking 25 
service trips to Central America. 
At Sunset she regularly has been 
involved with Serve and Connect 
Groups. Also, she has been active 
in Care Groups, takes on special 
projects when asked, and likes 
attending special services and 
worship events. Her top three 
areas of spiritual giftedness include 
1) leadership & administration/ 
knowledge & wisdom; 2) missionary 
& hospitality/helps, and 3) faith and 
mercy/ intercession. Deniel’s term 
ends in 2021.

William Efird has attended Sunset 
Presbyterian Church with his wife, 
Maureen, and three children, Davis, 
Taylor and Claire since 2003.  He‘s 
Director of Business Development 
for Johnstone Supply, a local HVAC 
distribution business. He's made 
a home in the Sunset worship 
ministry team since 2004, and was 
on the Pastoral Search Team that 
called Pastor Steve Ruetschle. He 
attended Sunset for several years 
before he read 1 Corinthians 15:1-
8 in Lee Stroebel's, The Case For 
Christ  and the "scales dropped 
from his eyes." William has a heart 
for the personal transformative 
power of prayer and puts all of his 
hope in the promises in 2 Peter  
1:3-4. William's term ends in 2021.

Dennis and his wife Carol have 
been faithful members of Sunset 
since 1991. This is his 10th year 
as a member of Session at Sunset. 
He has served for a total of 16 
years as an elder including his 
service at his previous Presbyterian 
church. In the early 2000’s Dennis 
served Sunset’s Presbytery Liaison 
which negotiated the separation 
from PCUSA including retaining 
our campus. He served on the 
Denominational Strategy Team, 
Pastor Model Advisory Team and 
the Denominational Task Force. He 
also served on the building team of 
the current church campus. Dennis 
has served in both the choir and 
worship team.

Dennis is the Clerk of Session, 
Treasurer for Sunset corporation, 
and Community Assistance, our not- 
for-profit foundation. He regularly 
attends Presbytery and General 
Assembly meetings representing 
our church as a commissioner. 
Dennis' work experience spans 
from special education teacher 
working with deaf/blind multi-
handicapped; consultant and 
speaker internationally in the arena 
of technology innovations for the 
disabled; president and CEO of 
two international high technology 
corporations; and a real estate 
broker/owner since 1993. Dennis' 
term ends in 2022.
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The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face shine on 
you and be gracious to you; the 
Lord turn his face toward you and 
give you peace.
- NUMBERS 6:24-26



Sheri Schlief Deb StarrDoug Morris

Deb is a wife (of Mathew), mom (of 
Jake, age 9), teacher (in her 27th 
year, currently teaching Social and 
Emotional Learning), Christian 
(of 45 years), talker (to anyone!), 
traveler (as much as possible), and 
servant (she loves to get in there 
and get things done!). 

Deb became a Christian at a VBS 
camp. She truly believed that God, 
our Father, was the most amazing 
father. She has one of those steady 
walking relationships with God, not 
an unbelievable conversion story, 
but her story nonetheless. God has 
always been the guiding beacon in 
her life, and she is along for the ride 
He wants to take her on. 

Deb loves to serve. She was an Elder 
and a Deacon years ago at Malibu 
Presbyterian. She has also served in 
leadership for Children’s Ministries, 
University ministries, Young Adults 
ministries, Bible studies, and 
Singles ministries. At Sunset, Deb 
has served in Kids Church, Sunset 
Singles, Kids Camp, Pack the Pack, 
Family Promise, Helping Hands, 
and Food & Toy. Deb‘s term ends in 
2021.

Doug is grateful for the grace and 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Accepting Jesus Christ as his Savior 
at the age of four, he has been 
involved in the church throughout 
his life. Doug started attending 
Sunset in 1995 and has served and 
participated in various ministries of 
the church through the years.

Doug and his wife, Stephanie, have 
two terrific kids who are involved 
in Sunset’s elementary and middle 
school ministries. They have been 
involved with their Care Group 
for 18 years and God has blessed 
them to have these close friends as 
they’ve walked through life’s highs 
and lows. Sometimes life is hard, 
but God is good!

Throughout his life, Doug has 
experienced God’s provision in 
tangible ways and His answers to 
prayer. Doug is thankful for God’s 
mercy and believes that He will do 
great things through Sunset, for His 
glory! Doug‘s term ends in 2022. 
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Sheri and her husband, Brad, have 
attended Sunset for nearly 24 
years. Sheri is mom to five sons and 
one daughter. Sheri finds beauty in 
the broken and is grateful for the 
journey that God has invited her to 
step into. 

In her work life, she has built 
a career that spans 35 years in 
retail, specifically in Merchandising 
Management, Presentation and 
Execution.
 
She has a heart for missions, prayer, 
and simply loving on and meeting 
people where they are at. She 
continues to work on listening to 
God‘s call on her life and stepping 
into the next part of the journey 
that He has planned for her. Sheri is 
active in many ministries. She serves 
as High School D-Group co-leader, 
a Women’s Bible Study co-leader, a 
member of the Alaska Core team, 
a member of the Congregational 
Care team, and has served on many 
short-term missions’ teams as a 
participant and as a co-leader. She 
is also active with a Care Group and 
blessed by the lifelong friendships 
that have been formed. Sheri's term 
ends in 2022.



Nominees for Ruling Elders

Chris George Jennifer UmJohn Franklin

Since Chris and his wife Jacki began 
attending Sunset eight years ago, 
they have welcomed two boys to 
their family (Max, 7 and Michael, 
5) to join their daughter, Kaylee 
(9). Chris is well-acquainted with 
the children’s church wing, spen-
ding ample time there picking up 
and dropping off his kids as well as 
volunteering in the preschool class 
where he learns just as much as he 
teaches. He has enjoyed watching 
his family grow at Sunset and is par-
ticularly thankful for the fellowship 
of the Care Group he’s been part of 
for the past eight years.

Chris grew up in a Christian home 
and accepted Jesus Christ as 
his Savior at a young age. He is 
passionate about learning, growing, 
and strengthening his faith as well 
as the faith of all those around him. 
He has a heart for missions work, 
locally as well as internationally, and 
is excited about the opportunities 
that Sunset has to advance God’s 
kingdom in the world around us. 
Chris‘ term ends in 2023.

Jennifer began attending Sunset 
six years ago after looking for and 
finding a church where her daught-
ers could learn to love Jesus.
  
She has been blessed to serve at 
Sunset in the Children’s Ministry 
and Women’s Bible Study.  She has 
led small groups and Bible studies 
since her college years.  She served 
as the president of her medical 
school’s Christian Medical & Dental 
Society and she has been on 
medical missions trips to Mexico, 
Guatemala, Nepal and inner city 
neighborhoods in Philadelphia and 
Chicago.  She previously worked 
as an internist at an underserved 
clinic in Connecticut.  She currently 
practices adult and pediatric sleep 
medicine in Portland and Astoria.
  
Her greatest joy in life is leading her 
two daughters, Elie and Phoebe, 
in their walks with the Lord.  She 
shares this journey with her 
husband John and her parents who 
live with them.  She also has a heart 
for seeing individuals grow in their 
relationships with Jesus through 
the power of the gospel, church 
community, the spiritual disciplines 
and serving others. Jennifer‘s term 
ends in 2023.

John and his wife, Staci, started 
attending SPC in 2000 when their 
three sons were young and they 
were busy making up parenting as 
they went. Their sons were signifi-
cantly impacted by the children’s 
program and high school and midd-
le school programs. Their youngest, 
Mitchell, served as an intern under 
Jason Wilkinson, before marrying 
his wife Molly.  All three boys are 
married and John and Staci currently 
have two grandchildren, with more 
on the way. John has previously ser-
ved for one term as a Ruling Elder 
at Sunset and has preached periodi-
cally. He is currently serving on the 
youth director search team. John 
and Staci have walked through life 
with their Sunset Care Group for 
the past 18 years. 
 
John‘s career was largely with Young 
Life, serving for 32 years.  The last 
sixteen years he served in senior 
leadership, as the regional director 
for Young Life in Oregon and SW 
Washington and then as the Senior 
Vice President for the Western 
Division.  Since retiring from Young 
Life, he has worked for the past 
eight years as a Program Director 
for the MJ Murdock Charitable 
Trust. John‘s term ends in 2023.
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Nominees for 
Officers of the Corporation

Doug Morris
PRESIDENT

Dennis Kviz
TREASURER

Sheri Schlief
SECRETARY

Doug is grateful for the grace and 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Accepting Jesus Christ as his Savior 
at the age of four, he has been 
involved in the church throughout 
his life. Doug started attending 
Sunset in 1995 and has served and 
participated in various ministries of 
the church through the years.

Doug and his wife, Stephanie, have 
two terrific kids who are involved 
in Sunset’s elementary and middle 
school ministries. They have been 
involved with their Care Group 
for 18 years and God has blessed 
them to have these close friends as 
they’ve walked through life’s highs 
and lows. Sometimes life is hard, 
but God is good!

Throughout his life, Doug has 
experienced God’s provision in 
tangible ways and His answers to 
prayer. Doug is thankful for God’s 
mercy and believes that He will do 
great things through Sunset, for His 
glory!

Dennis and his wife Carol have 
been faithful members of Sunset 
since 1991. This is his 10th year 
as a member of Session at Sunset. 
He has served for a total of 16 
years as an elder including his 
service at his previous Presbyterian 
church. In the early 2000’s Dennis 
served Sunset’s Presbytery Liaison 
which negotiated the separation 
from PCUSA including retaining 
our campus. He served on the 
Denominational Strategy Team, 
Pastor Model Advisory Team and 
the Denominational Task Force. . . 
Dennis has served in both the choir 
and worship team.

Dennis is the Clerk of Session, 
Treasurer for Sunset corporation, 
and Community Assistance, our not- 
for-profit foundation. He regularly 
attends Presbytery and General 
Assembly meetings representing 
our church as a commissioner. 
Dennis’ work experience spans 
from special education teacher 
working with deaf/blind multi-
handicapped; consultant and 
speaker internationally in the arena 
of technology innovations for the 
disabled; president and CEO of 
two international high technology 
corporations; and a real estate 
broker/owner since 1993.

Sheri and her husband, Brad, have 
attended Sunset for nearly 24 
years. Sheri is mom to five sons and 
one daughter. Sheri finds beauty in 
the broken and is grateful for the 
journey that God has invited her to 
step into. 

In her work life, she has built 
a career that spans 35 years in 
retail, specifically in Merchandising 
Management, Presentation and 
Execution.
 
She has a heart for missions, prayer, 
and simply loving on and meeting 
people where they are at. She 
continues to work on listening to 
God‘s call on her life and stepping 
into the next part of the journey 
that He has planned for her. Sheri is 
active in many ministries. She serves 
as High School D-Group co-leader, 
a Women’s Bible Study co-leader, a 
member of the Alaska Core team, 
a member of the Congregational 
Care team, and has served on many 
short-term missions’ teams as a 
participant and as a co-leader. She 
is also active with a Care Group and 
blessed by the lifelong friendships 
that have been formed. 
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Report of the
Clerk of Session

Active Membership 10/1/19 594

Gains

Professions or Reaffirmations of 
Faith

29

Total Gains 29

Losses

Request 7

Deaths 5

Moved to Inactive Status 8

Total Losses 20

Active Membership 9/30/20 603

Baptisms 

Beliver Baptisms 2

Infant Baptisms 1

Infant Dedication 0
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“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, 
“and I will send you out to fish 
for people.” At once they left their 
nets and followed him.
- MATTHEW 4:19-20
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Financial Status
Dear Faithful and Beloved Children of God,

What a difference a year makes.  A year ago we had a “tentative” church budget that was to be re-
viewed in January to see how giving was holding up.  Today I am happy to report that Sunset had a 
great year with profound support from all of you!  Budgeted giving for the year was $2,084,240.  You 
exceeded that by $146,000!  This more than offset the shortfall from rental income caused by the 
Covid related shutdown!

As a staff we tried to be careful on the expense side.  As of a week ago, we found that we under spent 
the budget by $100,000.  This enabled us, on the last day of our fiscal year to make an extra payment 
on the principal of the Church Building loan of $100,000.  With that we ended the year right on bud-
get for expenses and $90,000 better than budget on income and the bottom line.  God is good indeed 
and so are you the members and supporters of Sunset.

Some of the highlights include spending our full Mission budget in support of those missions nearby 
and around the world that we are called to support.  We ran under budget in most of our ministry de-
partments since we were shut down.  For the 2021 budget, both Missions and our internal Ministries 
are budgeted at the same level as 2020.  We continue to pray that God will heal our land and that we 
can go back to using the incredible facility that God has blessed us with.

For next year we budgeted for an Associate Pastor to join Steve to minister to the congregation. We 
also added Mai Anh Hall, our new Communications Manager; Kirsten Williams, our new Manager of 
Helping Hands. Additionally we promoted Melissa Andersen as Children’s Ministry Manager and Carly 
Riley as Elementary Program Coordinator. We continue to pray for our next Youth Minister, a position 
budgeted for the full year.

Internally, we upgraded our technology for live stream worship, replaced the carpet and painted the 
Student Center, painted the restrooms and classrooms on the second-floor East wing, shampooed the 
carpet, and disinfected the entire facility. Our Helping Hands ministry ramped up to help the commu-
nity while other food banks were shutting down.  You, our faithful congregation, responded with more 
food donations than we could have imagined for two food drives.  And, on our Coat Drive on October 
11, you donated nearly 1000 coats!

It is a joy for me to be part of this ministry.  

If you have any questions or want more detail on the budget or actual performance of last year, please 
feel free to call or email me.

Blessings,
Rick Noling

$180,719
Cash Position
Operating Fund

2020

Cash Position
Building Fund

2020

Cash Position
Restricted Funds

2020

$324,982 $590,887

Rick Noling
MINISTER OF 
ADMINISTRATION
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Operating Fund History

Yearly Operating Fund Balances

Operating Giving Versus Previous Years
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2019-20

2018-19

SeptAugJulyJuneMayAprilMarchFebJanDecNovOct

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Operating Giving

$2,599,362 $2,383,963 $2,374,183 $2,420,061 $2,230,003 $2,200,000

Building Use Income  $184,559 $220,402 $226,886 $233,258 $152,663 $100,000

Operating Fund 
Expenditures $2,758,491 $2,593,212 $2,554,026 $2,562,831 $2,294,228 $2,485,426
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Financial Statements
Balance

Sheet
Description 9/30/19 9/30/20

Current Assets — Restricted - Designated (Cash Items)
Combined Checking Accounts $803,616 $371,272
Savings and Money Market $96,190 $739,888
Long-Term CD $28,717 $29,163

Total Current Assets — Operating and Restricted Funds $928,523 $1,140,323
Current Assets — Building Fund

Checking $295,326 $124,099
Money Market $1,121 $201,631

Total Current Assets — Building Fund $296,447 $325,730
State Unemployment Deposit $34,683 $35,150
Total Current Assets $1,259,653 $1,501,203
Fixed Assets

Cornell Road Land & Site Improvements $5,499,686 $5,499,686
Cornell Road Building (includes parking) $22,325,172 $22,325,172
Furniture & Equipment $1,356,982 $1,386,847

Total Fixed Assets $29,181,840 $29,211,705
Less: Accumulated Depreciation ($14,788,568) ($15,606,315)
Net Fixed Assets $14,393,272 $13,605,390
Total Assets $15,652,925 $15,106,593

Current Liabilities
Current Portion of Long-Term Debt — Bank Note $60,006 $67,251
Current Portion of Long-Term Debt — Pastor Mike Matousek $115,000 $86,250
Payroll Protection Program (PPP) Loan $0 $283,215
Total Current Liabilities $175,006 $436,716
Long-Term Liabilities
Building Fund Loan $2,139,477 $1,950,583
Severance - Pastor Mike Matousek $86,250 $0
Total Long-Term Liablities $2,225,727 $1,950,583
Fund Balances
Operating Fund $120,527 $180,719
Designated Fund $606,149 $590,887
Building Fund $297,043 $324,982
State Unemployment Fund $34,683 $35,150
Equity Fund $12,193,790 $11,587,556
Total Fund Balance $13,252,192 $12,719,294
Total Liabilities and Fund Balances $15,652,925 $15,106,593
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Income Budget 2020 Actual 2020 Budget 2021
Unrestricted Income

Operating Giving $2,084,240 $2,230,003 $2,200,000 
Total Offerings $2,084,240 $2,230,003 $2,200,000 
Building Use Income

Facility Use Rental Income $210,000 $152,663 $100,000
Total Building Use Income $210,000 $152,663 $100,000
Other Income1 $0 $1,814 $283,215
Total Income $2,294,240 $2,384,480 $2,583,215

Operating Budget Summary 
1 October - 30 September

Expenditures Budget 2020 Actual 2020 Budget 2021
Children‘s Ministries $13,700 $9,428 $12,900
Student Ministries $22,500 $5,495 $22,500
Worship & Creative Arts $27,000 $23,335 $30,600
Adult Ministries

Women's Ministry $4,000 $1,468 $4,000
Men‘s Ministry $2,000 $0 $2,000
Other Adult Ministries $10,500 $2,083 $8,500

Total Adult Ministries $16,500 $3,551 $14,500
Outreach Missions

Local Outreach $22,100 $20,601 $12,900
Alaska Outreach $5,000 $5,000 $0
Uganda Outreach $21,600 $21,600 $24,100
Long-Term Partners $87,440 $87,440 $96,940

Total Outreach Missional Team $136,140 $134,641 $133,940
Administration
Administration: General

EPC - Denominational Fee $7,000 $7,130 $13,266
EPC - Denominational Activity $3,000 $1,809 $3,000
Liability Insurance $27,000 $28,388 $31,200
Session, Staff & Admin Exp. $15,000 $19,620 $28,000
Legal & Accounting $5,000 $10,671 $12,000
Credit Card Clearing & Banking Exp. $17,000 $27,866 $25,000
Postage $3,000 $2,032 $3,000

Total Admin General $77,000 $97,516 $115,466

Note
1. Other income is the $283,215 PPP Loan expected to be forgiven this fall.
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Expenditures Budget 2020 Actual 2020 Budget 2021
Administration

Sr. Pastor Expenses $4,000 $3,760 $5,000
Staff Training $5,000 $212 $5,000
Library $1,000 $177 $1,000
Communication & Internet $9,500 $6,837 $12,000
Copiers, Paper & Supplies $69,500 $50,422 $69,500
Technology & Software $26,000 $33,001 $36,000
Kitchen & Coffee $13,500 $8,558 $12,500

Total Administration $128,500 $102,967 $141,000
Buildings, Grounds & Security

Building Fund Transfers $165,000 $265,000 $165,000
Facility Maintenance $143,000 $137,613 $143,000

Total Buildings, Grounds & Security $308,000 $402,613 $308,000
Utilities $216,000 $206,092 $214,100
Salary & Benefits

Employee Wages $1,022,250 $997,233 $1,123,280
Employee Benefits $292,800 $280,019 $335,540
Contracted Services $33,600 $31,338 $33,600

Total Salary & Benefits $1,348,650 $1,308,591 $1,492,420
Total Budget for Expenses $2,293,990 $2,294,228 $2,485,426

Operating Budget Summary 
1 October - 30 September
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Designated Funds

Activity Statement
1 October - 30 September

Description 9/30/19 9/30/20
Financial Assistance Fund $29,651 $26,276
Building Fund Reserve $130,332 $108,200

Bereavement $7,093 $7,721
Memorials $22,748 $22,748
Missions $17,987 $425
Mission Trips $17,647 $12,510
Local Mission Project $76,990 $80,651
Alaska Mission Project $80,897 $91,372
Uganda Mission Project $56,546 $81,083
Adult Ministry $9,512 $10,266
Women's Ministries $23,390 $14,235
Men's Ministries $19,016 $20,219
College/Young Adult Ministries $433 $0
Student Ministries $20,248 $9,978
Student Missions $26,231 $23,323
Children's Ministries $9,145 $8,203
Worship $751 (2,400)
Operations $57,520 $71,391
Outreach $10 $4,686
Designated Funds Balance $606,147 $590,887

Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
- MATTHEW 28:19
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Building Fund

Activity Statement
1 October - 30 September

Description

Fund Balance on 9/30/19 $297,043

Receipts
Contributions $35,529
Transfer from Building Fund Reserve $265,000

Total Receipts $300,529

Expenditures
Principal on Loan $181,650
Interest Payments $90,508
Loan Fees & Administrative Cost $432

Total Expenditures $272,590
Fund Balance on 9/30/20 $324,982
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Missions

Description Budget 2020 Actual 2020 Budget 2021
Local Outreach

Outreach Expenses $2,400 $1362 $2,400

Treasures Ministry $500 $0 $500
Helping Hands $10,000 $10,000 10,000
Local Mission Projects $0 $39 $0
Quiet Waters Outreach $9,200 $9,200 $0

Total Local Outreach $22,100 $20,601 $12,900
Alaska Outreach

Send North (Ristow) $5,000 $5,000 $0
Total Alaska Outreach $5,000 $5,000 $0

Uganda Outreach
CLIDE (Uganda) $20,000 $20,000 $20,000
Christ. Veterinary Miss. (Shean) $1,600 $1,600 $4,100
Total Global Outreach $21,600 $21,600 $24,100

Long-Term Partners
Hedeen, Eric & Judith $10,000 $10,000 $10,000
Manderfield, Jerry & Barbara $6,050 $6,050 $8,550
Potter, Dale & Beth $8,970 $8,970 $8,970
Riesinger, Ron $16,900 $16,900 $16,900
Tucker, Patrick & Henna-Marie $16,900 $16,900 $16,900
Witherow, John & Heather $20,000 $20,000 $20,000
Zoolkoski, Christopher $8,620 $8,620 $8,620
Emergency Fund $0 $0 $5,000
Mission Connexion $0 $0 $2,000

Total Long Term Partners $87,440 $87,440 $96,940

Total Missions $136,140 $134,641 $133,940

Missions Budget
1 October - 30 September



Although this year has been unlike any other, we have so much to thank God for and cel-
ebrate what He’s doing at our church. We collected “Good News Stories” from different 
people and ministries — stories that show how people’s lives have changed for the better 
and stories that show God at work.

Good News Stories
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Worship at Sunset

I am especially grateful to Travis Cibolski, our Technical Arts 
Director, for helping us create online worship that helped con-
nect our church through these unprecedented times. Travis has 
worked tirelessly to deliver online content and outdoor worship 
to us throughout the shifting requirements of this pandemic.  
– Pastor Steve

We hired Nicole Flennaugh as our videographer to help with our 
online services. She’s done an amazing job putting together video 
testimonies, announcements, and so much more. We appreciate 
her hard work – all while going to school and holding other intern-
ships at the same time. 
– Mai Anh Hall

Worship Nights this summer were a huge blessing to the Worship 
& Creative Arts ministry and to our congregation. We were able to 
facilitate around 250 people over the course of 5 “sessions” using 
the beautiful outdoor courtyard area. We are so fortunate to have 
an outdoor gathering area and amazing staff and volunteers who 
all worked many extra hours to make these nights a reality.

The worship team found such encouragement worshiping with 
our members, hearing their voices, and being together. These 
nights allowed some in-person communication, community, and 
brought life and encouragement to all who attended.
– Laura VanderGiessen

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding; in all your ways sub-
mit to him, and he will make your paths straight.

- PROVERBS 3:5-6
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The youth ministry is a very high priority at Sunset.  
In fact, that may be why the search process is tak-
ing longer than we had hoped.  We are not looking 
for someone who is good enough, we are looking for 
someone who is great.  We are hoping and praying 
for someone who feels specifically called to doing 
youth ministry, not someone who would serve in the 
youth ministry as a stepping stone to a solo or lead 
pastor position. 

Our prayer is for someone who has a calling to the 
youth and is willing to make a long-term commit-
ment.  Our youth are incredibly important, and their 
spiritual health and discipleship are very high prior-
ities. Please pray daily for God to bring us just the 
right fitted Youth Director.

We are grateful that Natalie Day is doing an intern-
ship with us.  She is providing the programming 
content for our weekly High School Youth Ministry 
Zoom Meeting. Nick Lind continues to serve as the 
High School Ministry Worship Leader. We also have 

Youth Ministry

a wonderful Children and Students Ministry Coordi-
nator, Carol Carson, on staff, who has done an out-
standing job coordinating the Youth ministries during 
this time of transition. We are very grateful for Carol 
and her heart for our children and youth. She loves 
our kids from her heart.

We have an outstanding group of Youth Ministry 
D-Group Leaders.  These leaders are dedicated to 
loving our high school students and helping them 
grow as a disciple of Christ.  We also have some 
outstanding high school students who are leaders in 
their own right. 
 
We have big dreams for a flourishing Youth Ministry 
at Sunset Church. These dreams include a thriving 
and vibrant internship program with connections to 
Regional Christian colleges. 

Our prayer is that students that graduate from our 
youth program graduate into a long and faithful life 
with Christ—hopefully in the Sunset community!
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Helping Hands
Brad and I were shopping for Helping Hands when the cashier 
asked us what we were doing. Everything we purchased was in 
multiples of 12. We explained, and she gave us $20 to contrib-
ute. Such a blessing! Thank you to all the Helping Hands volun-
teers for stepping in to meet needs! We appreciate you. – Brad 
and Sheri Schlief

With the onset of COVID-19 and the change in my daily tasks as 
Publication Coordinator at the church, it has freed up my work 
schedule so that I can assist on Tuesdays and Wednesdays with 
the Helping Hands food pantry. Initially, I simply felt blessed to 
be needed and have a new purpose to serve in this way for our 
increasing numbers of clients. The teamwork of everyone step-
ping forward to help out and blazing of trails of new protocols 
had its own reward. But early on, with revised procedures with 
our drive-up arrangement, I got to personally witness some-
thing that warmed my soul. 
 
Unbeknownst to us, one of our clients one Wednesday had 
hitchhiked to get to the church for the food pantry. And who 
should stop by later that day, but the gentleman who had pro-
vided that client’s ride. He said he didn’t realize we had a food 
pantry here. By first appearances, I assumed he was coming to 
be a client himself. But he told me that he wasn’t here to get 
food and would never give money to a church, but rather that 
he wanted to help pay for the food that we had provided to the hitchhiker he had picked up earlier. His generosity and 
willingness to help out in this very tangible way really made an impression on me... I had a big smile on my heart because I 
was privileged to witness this man, who didn’t look like he had much himself, give selflessly — not just once, but twice for a 
complete stranger. – Lorraine Prather

We hosted a new event at Sunset – Family T.A.G. Night: A Night to 
Share Talents and Gifts. With over 100 people of all ages in atten-
dance, we enjoyed a cooking contest, an art exhibit, and a talent show 
with our church family. We partnered with Helping Hands to accept 
food donations from our congregation. It was a blessing to many!

Not to mention, Kids Camp 2020 Rocky Railway was a kid’s camp like 
no other! With their box full of materials, children engaged at home 
and online for camp this year. What seemed to be a great hindrance 
in reaching the children actually became God’s perfect opportunity 
to reach the parents and families of our campers. Because camp took 
place in the home, parents were hearing God’s message like they had 
not in years past. God moved, not only in the hearts of children but 
in the hearts of their families as well. For that, we are amazed and 
thankful! – Melissa Andersen

Family Bingo was a great time seeing kids, parents, grandparents, and 
friends dancing, jumping, and shouting BINGO of course! It was great 
to see Sunset families come and be together through games of BIN-
GO, Silly Dances, Trivia and visiting.  – Carly Riley 

Children’s Ministry
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boxes of food.

Alaska Missions
In 2020, 100 people from Sunset joined 
summer teams planning to serve in Alaska 
throughout the summer. But COVID-19 
brought many challenges to these plans. 
Instead, we stayed in contact with our 
missionaries and asked how we could 
support them if we didn’t travel to Alas-
ka, and together we created ways to en-
gage Sunset from home. The Alaska Core 
Leadership team facilitated Zoom groups 
where we met our mission partners and 
learned more about Alaskan culture, mis-
sion work and how to pray for and sup-
port the Ristows, our ministry partners, 
and Alaska Christian College (ACC).

A group also got busy sewing! They sewed hundreds of masks for ACC students and staff and the Ristows to share. They 
sewed 100+ welcome bags, and our congregation purchased toiletries to fill them. The group also sewed KUSPUKS — tradi-
tional native garments to be auctioned for student scholarships.  The Ristows are settling into Fairbanks as their home base 
and began a non-profit, Compassion Alaska, which focuses on supporting village missionaries.

Another praise is that one of the Alaskan ambassador students graduated from Alaska Christian College and decided to go to 
a four-year college in Minnesota with another student. – Janet Fraser

Global Outreach
When the COVID-19 crisis hit Uganda, Sunset’s missionary, Dr. Val, was asked by the local government to be part of a COVID 
investigation and response team. In that role, she visited several remote villages along the Uganda/Kenya border. She found 
villages in desperate need for food and water because they were restricted to their villages and could not work to earn money. 
With financial help from Sunset, Dr. Val was able to supply several villages with food over the next few months. Dr Val shared 
her testimony in one village and they asked her to return the next week to tell them more about Jesus. Many of the villagers 
trusted Christ and were baptized. Over the next few weeks representatives from nearby villages asked Dr. Val to come to 
their village and tell them about Jesus. Over the next few months Dr. Val helped start five new churches and saw scores trust 
Christ. Out of the pandemic God brought new life. – Mike Hildenbrand
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Food & Toy 2019

455
families were served.

556
boxes of food.

268
personally assisted families.

1
fun Christmas party!

Every year, Food & Toy is our annual outreach to our community. We work with the Beaverton School District to 
identify families that could use some help during the Christmas season. Here is the 2019 event in review:

We moved the Prayer Course from an in-person class to an online ex-
perience. The session, staff, youth ministries, and nearly all of our small 
groups went through the course. An overwhelming majority of our 
church participated as well. As a result, we launched the 24/7 Prayer 
Ministry years before I thought it would be possible! We asked for 168 
people to pray for one hour a week so that our church could pray for 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. As of the writing of this report, we have 
142 people signed up.

During a time of seeming isolation and challenge, God mobilized many 
prayer warriors at Sunset. I’m so grateful to Lynn Moore, our new 
Prayer Ministry Leader, for championing this ministry. It is the vision 
of Jesus, that his church would be “a house of prayer for all nations.” 
(Mk 11:17) Please pray that this ministry would flourish in the years to 
come. – Pastor Steve

Sunset’s Prayer Ministry
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Family Promise
God’s Hand is so evident in our journey as a start-up serving families suffering homelessness. Our journey to a per-
manent Day House is story of Faith. One of our partner churches had to sell a 1940’s home by March 4. The money 
had to be in hand by February 28. They wanted to sell it to us for our families, as well as our staff, to keep the house 
from being torn down and developed. We had a very short period to raise the money, and everyone we approached 
turned us down because we did not have a three-year track record of financials. We were only open for 18 months. 
Family Promise National told us they hadn’t seen a successful capital campaign in an 18-month-old affiliate.

We strongly believed God was calling us to this building. Financially, it didn’t pencil out with what we thought we 
could raise, but someone reminded me that we weren’t considering “what God could do.” We worked like crazy — tell-
ing everyone we knew about this opportunity. Then we had a very generous matching gift… Many generous people 
rallied around our view for our families. At 7:30 pm on February 28, we received the final gift and made our goal by 
$350! Every person and donation made the difference. We closed on the property March 4.

On March 13 due to COVID-19, the Governor closed most everything except vital services. Many churches began 
closing their doors. Sunset was scheduled to host families overnight the following week, and their volunteers were so 
brave and fulfilled their commitment to serve. Sunset’s hosting gave us time to clean up our Day Home just in time 
to bring newborn twins home from the hospital. Imagine having nowhere to go with a newborn baby, let alone twins! 
The timing of this still gives us chills. 

We would have had no way to serve our families without the house. God’s Hand guided us the whole way … along 
with the feverish and ferocious work of volunteers who believed. We are grateful to Sunset every day. There would 
have been no Family Promise of Beaverton without Sunset. God’s power … God’s love is alive! – Lois O’Halloran

Small Groups
Overnight, our Small Groups became Zoom groups. And 
even those who aren’t comfortable with Zoom have taken to 
text feeds and email fellowship. Groups that had been meet-
ing every other week were now meeting weekly.

Into the New Year of 2020, 90% of our groups were using the 
weekly Sermon Questions in their groups. Into the Spring 
and Summer, most of the Small Groups were going through 
The Prayer Course.

Even groups that usually broke off for the summer were con-
tinuing to meet all summer. Good News comes from our Fil-
ipino-American group led by Yvette Peynado:

“The Fil-Am Community Bible Study group with more than 

70 members has adapted to the pandemic utilizing Zoom …
Our members have been inviting friends and family mem-
bers to sit in… We have many prayer requests and praise 
reports for answered prayers like physical, relational and 
spiritual healing, souls saved and God continues to show 
his miracles within the group… For our goal is to be Shalom 
deliverers for our group.”

Two new Small Groups were started by New Members, 
and participants from the New Members Classes are filling 
them up! Eleven people have signed up this summer to be 
in groups.

Our Small Groups are the lifeblood for adult ministry. Thank 
You to each of our Leaders! – Lynn Moore
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Reconciliation at Sunset
Sunset has a rich history around evangelism, spiritual for-
mation and service. Sunset also has experienced a histo-
ry of conflict and painful separations with key pastors. 
Elders and Pastor Steve prayed for healing after the last 
separation, and God led Carrie Peeples to reach out to 
the Ambassadors of Reconciliation (AoR) to ask for help. 
Ted Kober, head of AoR, came and presented an opportu-
nity to reconcile. The cost of work was almost complete-
ly covered before it even began. The elders, Pastor Steve, 
and the staff did a Bible Study on Reconciliation and in-
vited the church to do the same — to prepare our hearts 
for an all-day seminar that was held in January. The sem-
inar taught us how conflict happens, and the antidote is 
in remembering who we are in Christ, to repent before 
God, receive God’s forgiveness – the vertical part of the 
cross reconciling us to God. Only then can we take up 
the work of becoming reconcilers by confessing to oth-
ers, forgiving as God has forgiven us and restoring with 
gentleness. This was powerfully taught by the AoR team 
to over 450 people, their largest seminar ever. The AoR 
team then invited people to come and meet with one of 
them to have their heart heard, be coached in how to 
move toward reconciliation and be prayed over. In Feb-
ruary, Ted Kober returned to present a heart-challenging 
but hopeful report with a number of recommendations 
for the Session, and for the congregation. Once again, 

Women’s Ministry
What a year this has been for Sunset’s Women’s Bible 
Study! This year, we have learned how Jesus is foreshad-
owed in the earliest pages of Scripture, how to engage in 
spiritual warfare, the importance of loving one another, 
and how our emotional health affects our spiritual health.  
Most importantly, Sunset’s women have continued to 
meet and support one another through an extremely chal-
lenging season. They have shown incredible persistence 
and resilience as they have adapted to online meetings. 
Each woman has a story to tell. As they have authentically 
shared their hardships and victories, praying for one an-
other and applying Scriptural truths to messy circumstanc-
es, they have allowed the Lord to continue to work in and 
through them. It has not been easy, however together they 
are running the race with perseverance (Hebrews 12:1-3).  
Despite the many challenges, God is weaving together a 
tapestry of witnesses to his enduring faithfulness through 
this community of remarkable believers. Thank you, wom-
en of Sunset, for persevering in faith with us!
– Michelle Ruetschle

Pastor Steve and Session confessed and committed to the 
on-going work of reconciliation. That meeting closed with 
what AoR called “the passing of the peace” or the opportu-
nity to affirm our desire to be reconcilers and peacemakers.

None of us knew that all of our lives would change as our 
state and nation went into quarantine and church went 
online. How good God was to allow the AoR process to 
take place before COVID. I believe the true fruit from all 
that was done to change the response to conflict at Sun-
set will unveil itself slowly, as always happens when God is 
working at a heart level. But I am beyond grateful for the 
wisdom and leadership of those who pursued something 
very different than simply attempting to resolve a conflict. I 
challenge us to continue to pray the prayer below. 
– Dr. Barb Feil

Heavenly Father, you have promised to be with me in all 
things. You teach me that I have a responsibility to speak to 
those with whom I am in conflict. Please forgive me for my sin 
in this situation. Prepare my heart to be tender and my voice to 
be gentle as I speak to (name). Guide me to use words that will 
not anger but instead bring healing. Give us both wisdom to 
understand one another’s interests and to see godly solutions. 
Help me reflect to him/her the love and forgiveness you lavish 
upon me. I pray in the name of my Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Community Assistance

9/30/19 Income Expenses 9/30/20
Helping Hands $60,576 $85,863 $64,077 $82,362
Pack the Pack $21,683 $20,558 $13,459 $28,782
Food & Toy $33,272 $21,628 $31,478 $23,422
Community Action (Family 
Promise)

$36,757 $27,972 $20,438 $44,291

Totals $152,288 $156,021 $129,452 $178,857

Activity Statement
1 October - 30 September
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Notes About Financial Statements

Note 1: Summary of Significant Accounting Policies
Basis of Accounting
The financial statements as a whole are not presented fully in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting principles. Rather, they are designed to meet the informational needs of the 
congregation by presenting a comparison of the cash-basis budget with actual cash transactions. 
Statements of cash receipts and expenditures are on a modified cash basis; that is, receipts and 
expenditures are recorded as the cash transactions occur. Liabilities relating to lease obligations 
are not reflected on the balance sheet. These liabilities include leases on photocopiers.

Fixed Assets and Depreciation
On December 31, 1981, the fixed asset records were established by estimating the fair market 
values of the land, buildings and improvements, and the furniture and equipment as a whole. 
Purchases after December 31, 1981, are recorded at cost; donations at estimated fair market 
value. While depreciation is not stated as an expense on the income statement, this non-cash 
item and accumulated result is tracked separately and reflected as accumulated depreciation on 
the balance sheet.

Fund Balances
The funds indicate the net value of the church (assets minus liabilities). To better represent the 
activities of the church and to provide better management of the resources, the funds have 
been divided into several categories. The Operating Fund shows the liquid assets available for 
general operations of the church. The Building Fund shows liquid assets available for building 
projects. Designated Funds are temporary funds used for accounting purposes to better track 
the cash flow for specific activities or funds set aside bearing restrictions, such as money given 
for a specified purpose. The Equity Fund is the remaining value and is equal to Fixed Assets 
minus Liabilities.

Note 2: Liabilities
Property financing is currently with Bank Of the West entered into on May 10, 2019, with 
approximately $28,000 in closing costs added to the principal. The mortgage balance as of 
September 30, 2020 was $2,017,834. The interest rate as of September 30, 2020, was 3.8027%.

Notes on mortgage  
1) Mortgage matures on May 1, 2029 
2) Monthly payments are based off a 25-year amortization schedule  
3) Mortgage includes no prepayment penalties

Note 3: Missions
Sunset Presbyterian Church facilitates several channels by which parishioners may support 
missionary work. The purpose of this multi-channel approach is to increase familiarity and inter-
action between the Church and the mission field. In addition to missions supported through the 
operating budget, parishioners have the opportunity to provide direct mission support through 
the Missions program.



We cannot wait to 
see you again.
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