
Our heavenly Father, your word tells us that in love you sent your only son to us. And Jesus, the 
word also tells us that you came willfully and humbly with your eyes set on the joy that would 
be secured in your coming. We gather tonight, therefore, in honor and praise. To thank you, 
Father, for giving us your son. And to bless you, Jesus, for coming and rescuing us. And to praise 
you for sending the Spirit to serve as a guarantee of your coming again and to empower us in 
the meantime. Father, as we gather on this Christmas Eve, as many of us have done so many 
times before, my prayer is that tonight we would taste and see like it's our first time. That we 
would be full of wonder that Mighty God came down to us. That tonight, Father, you would give 
us the power to comprehend the glory of that thought. And Father, I also pray that tonight you 
would help us to keep in the forefront of our minds the purpose of the sending of your son. A 
purpose not realized in the laying down in a Manger, but in the taking up of the cross. Father, I 
pray as well for those whom the events of the first Christmas are foreign or incomplete at best. 
I pray that they would be served well tonight and that you would be so gracious as to meet 
them in this place. I would be amiss, Father, tonight, not to pray for this individual that was 
here. I pray for your hand upon him. You would touch him. I pray, especially, in light of what 
we're looking at tonight, that the peace of God would overwhelm him. And so, I ask, humbly 
but boldly, that tonight would be a night of new beginnings for those who don't know you, and 
a reminder of the wonder of, again, the coming of our Savior. So, I pray for a God honoring time 
for all of us. And so, Father, it's for your glory I pray. And Jesus, it's in your name that I ask. 
Amen.  

If you're a guest again, welcome to you. Or if you haven't been around for a while, we're 
finishing off an Advent series tonight that has us looking at four names. Four specific names 
that that were given to Messiah, Jesus, recorded in Isaiah, Isaiah, Chapter 9, verse six 
specifically. Advent, by the way, it's a word that gets tossed around at this time of year all the 
time. It simply means arrival. It's a, it's a version of a word in Latin that means coming. You'll 
hear the word used today every so often when people will say things like, well, with the advent 
of the personal computer, things change forever. And what the Christian Church has done is 
that they borrowed that term to speak of again this time of year. A time to celebrate the first 
arrival or first Advent of Jesus, while we also look ahead to his second. As mentioned, we're in 
this Advent series that we finish off tonight on this Christmas Eve. A series based on Isaiah 9:6, 
where we read that Jesus’ name, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and, as 
we'll finish off with tonight, the Prince of Peace.  

An appropriate name to finish with, for the idea of peace is one of the most prominent aspects 
of the coming of Jesus. For instance, in the scene where the angel brings to the shepherds good 
news of great joy, a multitude of heavenly hosts show up and they begin saying the following, 
you can read it on the screen behind me, “Glory to God in the highest” or, as we sing in Latin 
“Excelsis Deo”, glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace. Glory to God in the highest, and 
on Earth, peace among those with whom He is pleased. Peace on earth? Not joy, not faith, not 
even love, but peace. This is emphasized not that those don't come with Jesus as well, but 
peace is emphasized above them, at least at this point. Which, actually shouldn't surprise us, 



for the word peace actually shows up in the Bible more than the word love does. See, the idea 
of peace is a major emphasis within God's word which makes sense for the one to come as 
named the Prince of Peace.  

But not to be overly critical. And I don't mean to make you uncomfortable when I say this. But 
he seems to be doing a lousy job, doesn't he? I mean, forgive me, but would you like a little 
more peace? How about a little peace of mind? How about a little peace and quiet once in a 
while? And aren't we tired of all the fighting? Political parties scrapping with each other day 
after day, conservatives and liberals, Democrats and Republicans. There just seems to be so 
much angst in our world. Everybody is freaking out. Haven't we also almost become 
anesthetized to the reports of another shooting? Or another bombing? Or another gangland 
slain. Wouldn't you love to just turn on the news one night and hear from the talking head 
“Nothing to report today. Everybody's just getting along”. Wouldn’t that be great? Over to 
weather, sunny. Fantastic! This is great.  Over to sports, Canucks win! I mean, that kind of 
panacea would be great. But how about closer to home? How many of you walk into this 
season with unease because family gatherings just aren't all that peaceful? What do you look 
forward more to this season, walking into Christmas or walking out of it? You know that since 
36 BC there have been almost 15,000 wars. Before World War Two, there was an average of 
2.61 new wars every year. Since that time, and in spite of all of our advancement and 
enlightenment, and we have advanced, it's stated that 90% of what humanity knows today, 
they've learned in the last 120 years. Meaning the growth curve is off the charts, but in spite of 
that, since World War Two there has been an average of three new wars every year. Like birth 
pains, they’re only increasing. All of this led the New York Times to declare on their front page 
recently, and you can see this on the screen behind me ‘Peace is a Fable’. Merry Christmas, 
Merry Christmas. Here's my point. How can Jesus be named Prince of Peace when there seems 
to be so little peace at hand? It's that question that I want to take us from the beginning of 
Jesus life to an event that occurs near its end. In a sense, what I wanna do with you tonight, I 
wanna take you from the advent of Christmas to the advent of Easter. The scene we're going to 
drop in on takes place in the Upper Room. Jesus is with his disciples, the 11 remaining, Judas is 
gone. He is mere hours away from being arrested. Less than a day away from being crucified. 
That's the context, that's the place, that's the people, that's the event about to transpire. It's in 
that context where he says to his disciples in John 14 and 16 and again, you can read this on the 
screen behind me: “Peace, I leave with you, my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them (your hearts) be afraid. I have said 
these things to you that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But 
take heart. I have overcome the world.”  

There's lots we could focus on in this text, but what I want you to observe most of all in the 
time that we have together, is the source of peace Jesus speaks of, and secondly, the type of 
peace he offers. Let's take them one by one, looking first at the source. The source of peace is 
revealed when Jesus says, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you”. Adding later, “I have 
said these things to you that in me you may have peace.” So, the source of peace, the source of 



peace is Jesus himself. It's his peace to give and a peace found in him, And him alone. Which 
means, then, that it's a peace found outside of us. It's a peace separate from us. It's a peace 
that needs to be given to us, and thus it's something needing to be received by us. A fitting 
idea. A fitting picture on this gift giving and gift receiving season.  

Before diving into this further, and I don't know if you picked it up when I read it, but one of the 
things most precious about this text, especially when you consider the events that are about to 
transpire, is what Jesus is concerned about most with his disciples. Did you hear it when I when 
I read it? It's their hearts. He's going to the cross. And he says, “Let not your hearts be troubled. 
Let them (your hearts) not be afraid.” And he calls them to take heart, an expression that 
means be encouraged. Don't, don't be downcast. Be comforted. Be at peace, in other words. In 
spite of what's going on. Be at peace.  

Which leads to our second observation. If Jesus is the source of peace, then what is the type of 
peace he offers? Well, we know the answer already. It's a type of peace most concerned with 
the state of our hearts. The type of peace Jesus offers, the type of peace found in him, concerns 
our hearts most of all. Which is why he says, “I'm not giving you a peace the world gives”. What 
type of peace does the world give? Big question. A lot of things you could say in its regard, but 
let me at the very least say this much, it's a passive peace. It's a passive peace. It's a peace only 
realized with absence. An absence of strife, an absence of war, an absence of noise, an absence 
of want, an absence of tribulation. It's a peace entirely dependent on the present 
circumstances. It's a, it's a temporal peace, therefore. It's a brief and fleeting peace at best. But 
in contrast, if you hear what Jesus said about his peace, did you hear the promises that Jesus 
gave? Jesus says, “In the world you will have tribulation”, and yet he also says, “I'm leaving you 
with peace”. I mean, do you hear that? I'm giving you a peace realized not with the absence of 
tribulation, but in spite of it. Which means what to us? Well, it means that that family strife that 
you're possibly walking into tonight or tomorrow morning, Jesus says you can walk into it with 
peace. That illness you're dealing with, Jesus says you can deal with it, in peace. That conflict at 
work that you're going back to in January, Jesus says you can journey through it with peace. 
When you turn on the TV and hear of another war, Jesus says, “Don't let your hearts be 
troubled”. This is nuts! But this is nuts. None of this makes sense. None of this makes sense, if 
you're if you're thinking that, you know what? You're right. None of it does make sense. Makes 
no sense at all, which is the reason why Paul writes in Philippians 4 calling us to in that text to 
not be anxious about anything. But in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, 
let your request be made known to God, and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

So, there you go. The peace that Jesus offers surpasses all understanding. It's that type of 
peace. It's the type of peace that will show up and lead others to go, “Why aren’t you freaking 
out more? Do you not care? Why aren’t you losing your mind?” It's that type of peace. It 
doesn't make sense. 



My time is tight tonight. But I want you to hear the two promises of Jesus one more time. He 
promises tribulation. In this world, you will have tribulation, he promises. 15,000 wars since 
he's been gone, essentially. In this world you will have tribulation, but he also promises peace. I 
point them out again, for all too often we pray for the removal of the first, as we should, but 
without praying for more of the second. In other words, we often pray for the kind of peace the 
world gives. Without praying for the type of peace Jesus offers. I also point out these two 
promises again, for I want you to see that in contrast to the world's peace, the peace that Jesus 
offers is active. The peace that Jesus offers is actually aggressive. It's a peace, as I just read, that 
guards. It's a peace, it's a peace on high alert. It fights against the happenings around us. Paul 
writes in Colossians 3, not a text on the screen, I'll just read it for you, he writes in Colossians 
3:15: Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Govern your hearts. Have dominion over your 
hearts. That word “rule” has this idea of refereeing. Let the peace of Christ referee your life. 
Not the current state you find yourself in. It was, it was this type of peace that enabled Paul to 
sing in a prison cell. It was this type of peace that enabled Jesus to be silent before his shears. 
As well, I point out these two promises again for the peace Jesus offers. Please hear me on this, 
the peace that Jesus offers is the type all humanity yearns for. For the peace that goes after the 
heart, as I mentioned earlier. You and I want this peace. We crave this peace. A peace where 
the guilt of the past is forgiven. A peace where the trials of the present are overcome. And a 
peace where the destiny of the future is certain. It's that kind of peace. It's a peace that frees us 
from dissatisfaction. It's a peace that frees us from foreboding fear and an uncertain future. It's 
that kind of peace. It's a peace that doesn't have to be sought in a bottle. Or a pill. Or another 
vacation. Or boot camp. Or a website. Or another spending spree. Or in the arms of a stranger. 
It's not that kind of peace. It's not the peace the world offers. It's the type of peace we all want. 
What we crave, what we yearn for. It's that kind of peace. It's again not the type of peace the 
world offers. It's not the type of peace that the world can offer. But Jesus can. And he does. He 
offers it. He offers it to you. He'll leave you with this peace, this type of peace. He'll give it to 
you, the peace of Christ in you. Which leads to the most important aspect of the peace that 
Jesus offers. Jesus offers peace with God. That type of peace. And it's most important for all 
other peace rests upon it. See, a lack of peace, a lack of this type of peace, in fact, is the source 
of all other discord and conflict. It's why, in spite of all of our advancement, we just can't seem 
to get along. You see, you and I will never find peace. Total peace, internally and externally, 
until we find peace with God. And Jesus offers it. We need to find that peace of God, peace 
with God, and it is findable. For it, it's a peace that Jesus secured for us when hours after being 
with the disciples in that Upper Room scenario, he went to the cross and was laid there in the 
grave, but he overcame it. When he walked out of it. He has overcome the world. Securing our 
peace as he did. That's why Paul writes in Romans 5:1: We have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Which takes us back to the question that I began this time with. It's why, in spite of the 
tribulations around us, that Jesus can be named the Prince of Peace. You see, Westside and 
friends, peace is not a fable. Peace came. And he offers you his. A peace, a peace with God. A 



peace with your past. A peace in your present, freedom in your present. And he secured hope 
for the future, where one day all of those in Christ Jesus will enter eternal and total peace. A 
peace that is described with a picture of a lion playing with a child, that peaceful! Don't you 
want that kind of peace? Why would you not want that kind of peace? It's yours to have. Will 
you receive it? It has to be received, will you? Will you? I pray that you do.  

Will you rise as I pray for us going into a time of worshipful response? And so, to you, Jesus, our 
Prince of Peace, I pray that peace would be found tonight. Peace that is ours. Peace that is 
offered. Peace that is freely given, the peace that you have secured. Offering it again and again 
to us. And so, I pray. I pray for those people here who have not met you, the Prince of Peace, 
that they would find peace with God tonight through you we have peace with God, through 
Jesus. Thank you, Jesus. And for those of us here tonight who know you would declare that you 
are their Prince of Peace but, perhaps have been seduced, have succumbed to looking for 
peace in other places, I pray they return to you tonight. Taste anew,afresh the wonder of the 
Peace of God in them. In them. So please, I pray, Spirit of God, who's been sent by Jesus the 
son, do your work in this time. Do your work in this time. Touch hearts. Touch minds. Draw men 
and women to yourself. I Pray, pray for all of these things in the great name of Jesus. Amen and 
Amen.  


