
Good morning, Westside, great to see you!  I want to welcome you here; my 
name is Norm along with Tiff, I want to say a big “hello” to you especially if you 
are a guest, first timer or anything connected to the kind of just walking in off the 
street, came with a friend or family member great to have you here. We're in the 
midst, just started last week, of an Advent series that has its home base at being 
Isaiah chapter 9 verse 6 and so if you have a Bible, take them out. Isaiah Chapter 
9, verse six. 

 I call it home base because we're going all over the place this morning. I'm going 
to give you a lot of verses. Some of them will be on the screen, some we’ll just 
refer to, and the reason why I do that, even though I do that with some measure 
of hesitancy, because I don't want to overwhelm you or have your eyes glaze over 
with the 20th verse that I give you kind of thing, is because the topic that we're 
going to hit in connection with the name of God that we're going to be looking at 
today is one that has a lot of confusion around it, in the church. It has confusion 
outside of the church certainly, but in the church and I'm sure there needs to be 
clarity amongst us.  And so, I don't want to just give you my thoughts and my 
opinions I want to share some things and then back them up and so this will be a 
little less like a sermon more like a systematic unpacking of the topic that I'll share 
with you in just a second.  

OK, so if you like taking notes get ready you going to have some notes to take.  If 
you like studying on your own afterwards you’ll have lots of things you can dive 
into, I am sure.  

 Isaiah writes:  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called. And here's the four 
names that we're looking at in this Advent series. Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God. Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 Let's press pause and let's pray. And so, Father, now as we dive into your most 
beautiful word, I pray that by your Spirit, you would lead us and guide us. And 
Jesus, I want to make much of you today coming out of this text. I always want to 
make much of you, but especially in connection with what we're looking at today. 
I so desperately, so desperately want to lead people to a greater wonder of you, 
greater worship of you, greater desire to know you and to be known by you. And 
so please help me as I teach today. Please help all of us to hear today by way of 



your Spirit, as your Spirit illuminates the word that that he inspired. And so please 
have your way among us. To the glory of your name and I pray for these things 
and the great name of Jesus. Amen. 

 So last Sunday, Matt so wondrously got this series kicked off by looking at the 
first of those four names. That first name Wonderful Counselor. Today we move 
on to the second, Mighty God. The child born Isaiah 9:6, it says for us, and records 
for us, the child born, the son given shall be called Mighty God. How mighty? All 
mighty! Almighty, Jehovah, or excuse me, El Shadi, the Lord Almighty, meaning 
there is no limit to his might, he is all mighty. Mighty and almighty are expressions 
or descriptions of God that are used interchangeably within the scriptures. And 
so, he is Almighty God. The son given; the child born is almighty God. And like I 
said, and as we read here, he's given, Almighty God is given, given to us. Who's 
the us? Well, as Matt unpacked last week, the “us” in the immediate context of 
Isaiah 9 is Israel. But in the grander story, in the whole story of God, the “us” is us, 
as in you and me. To us a child is born, to us a son is given. But who gave him 
away? I mean, every gift needs a gifter, so who gave away their son? Well, Jesus 
himself tells us in what is perhaps the most well-known verse in all of the Bible, 
when saying, it's not on the screen, I'll just read it for you, that “For God, so loved 
the world”, that's us. “That He gave”, there's our word. “He gave his only son”, 
only one son, he didn't have 1000 to choose from. He had one to give, and he 
gave him. He gave his only son, “and that whoever believes in him”, Jesus says, 
“should not perish but have eternal life”. So, there's our answer. The son that was 
given, given to us, was given by God the Father.  

The late and great Charles Spurgeon, another individual that Matt referenced last 
week as well, wrote about Isaiah 9 verse six. He writes that Isaiah's reference to 
the child being born speaks of the child's humanity, the son’s humanity. But that 
the son was also given, speaks of the son's divinity. Which is affirmed, obviously in 
the four names that are given of the son thereafter. So, you have human 
humanity, you have divinity, all within one verse. This, this idea of humanity and 
divinity coming together in the son is wrapped up in something that is called the 
incarnation, the incarnation of the Eternal Christ, which is the essential Christian 
doctrine that simply says that that God, God Almighty, came in flesh. Where do 
we get a doctrine like that? Well, this doctrine shows up as affirmed and is 
packaged together in all sorts of texts. Perhaps one of the most well-known 



comes out of John Chapter one, verse one and 14, where John writes that “in the 
beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God”. 
And then John goes on to say in verse 14 that “the word that was with God and 
was God, became flesh…”. The word that is God, incarnated in other word. If 
you've ever eaten chili con carne, you've eaten chili with meat. If you're a 
carnivore, you're a meat eater. If you’re carnal, you live according to the flesh, 
and therefore in the incarnation, you have God with meat. You have God in flesh, 
like my good buddy used to say back in the day, in Jesus, Jesus is God in a bod. 
That's and that's how he put it. That's what we have in Jesus. But and this is 
where I want to be very, very clear with you, because this is where things begin to 
go awry, oftentimes under this topic about God himself fleshing himself up. You 
see, we need to be really clear that God didn't merely wrap himself up in flesh like 
he was wearing some sort of costume. Like he was putting on a disguise. But that 
God became human. Fully human. In form and nature, the most fully human 
being who has ever lived. To put it another way, Jesus is not less human than we 
are. We are less human than Jesus is. We are a soiled version of humanity. We are 
soiled version of God's original intent for humanity and won't be what we were 
created to be until we see Jesus, face to face. In contrast, Jesus is the epitome of 
humanity. Without, please hear me, without ever ceasing to be fully divine. Fully 
human, fully divine, both at the same time. 1 + 1 = 1. That's Jesus. Then and today 
still. Affirming Jesus divinity, Paul writes this in Colossians 1:19 …in [Jesus], all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell. He says earlier, just a couple of verses earlier 
in the same chapter of Colossians, that Jesus is the image of the invisible God. 
John writes this and just listen to the similarities to the Gospel of John, the Gospel 
he wrote in his first Epistle starts in similar fashion…            

1 John 1: 1-2                                                                                                                                                              
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life (the word that was with God and that was God, that 
life,) the life was made manifest. (Fleshed himself up.) And we have seen it, and 
we testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life which was with the Father 
and was made manifest.  

And there's our expression again, to us. To us, a child is born. To us, a son is given, 
and he will be called mighty God. Mighty God. The author of Hebrews writes in 



Hebrews chapter one, verse three, that Jesus is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his 
power. And yet, and dramatically, on that first Christmas we find him lying in an 
animal feeding trough, wrapped in cloths to protect him from the cold. Mighty, 
mighty God needing to be sheltered from the elements. And reliant on his 
teenaged mother's breast for the nourishment for life. “And this will be a sign to 
you”, the Angel said to the shepherds, “you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger”. Why would that be a sign? Because to us, a child is 
to be born. And to us a son is to be given. And he shall be called Mighty God. And 
that's why the Magi from the East tour, come, journey, seeking out this child. And 
when they finally come and find out where he is, this is what Matthew 2:11a 
records: And going into the house, the Magi saw the child with Mary, his mother, 
and they fell down and worshiped him. And rightly so. Because he is mighty God. 
Wouldn't you have loved to have seen that? Like, what would you think if you 
were Mary? These magi with gifts fit for a king. Gold and frankincense and myrrh 
worshipping this this infant boy. But like I said, rightly so. Praise mighty God. Now, 
before I address how the son given showed his might, let me go further into this 
topic of the humanity of Jesus, because I want to make sure that we appreciate 
fully the humanity of Jesus today. And I want to do this for so many don't. We are 
quick to defend his divinity, and rightly so we should. But we often err on the side, 
on the other side, by making less of the humanity of Jesus than what it truly is.  

So, let's ask the question, how does Jesus show us his humanity? Let me give you 
nine ways. I'll give them really quickly, the first he was born. That's number one, 
where it begins. He was born. Meaning he didn't simply drop out of the sky like 
Thor. Right, with a big hammer, right? That's not how he showed up, like the 
Terminator coming from the future. Instead, the agent of all creation went 
through nine months of gestation. Early on in his life, he would have pooped his 
diaper. And perhaps sucked his thumb. The one who would one day heal the 
paralytic with nothing but a word, would have to learn how to walk. Tied to this, 
he grew. He grew. Luke records that the omniscient one, the all-knowing one, 
grew in wisdom and stature. He would have gone through adolescence. His dad 
would have had to have taught him carpentry. Thirdly, he ate. The bread of life 
ate, and necessarily so. He ate so much he was derided as a glutton. When he was 
in the wilderness for 40 days, he grew hungry like any of us would. He also knew 



what it was like to thirst as he cried out on the cross. The one who offered the 
Samaritan woman at the well a water that will quench thirst forever, grew thirsty. 
4th, he slept. Every day, the omnipotent one, the all-powerful one, came to the 
end of himself, as we all do. The one who fulfilled Sabbath rest grew tired. 
Another. He cried. He wept. He shed tears. He grieved. Jesus was a man of 
sorrows, Isaiah writes. And as we sing today. Tied to these first five. And perhaps 
convicting for all of us who spend so much time and money worrying about what 
we look like. Isaiah also writes that Jesus wasn't much to look at. In Isaiah 53, he 
writes he had no form or majesty, that we should look at him, and no beauty, that 
we should desire him. Jesus wasn't a looker, in other words. When Jesus walked 
into a room, you wouldn't do a double take. Which is telling. Especially in light of 
what David writes in Psalm 27. Writing in verse four, one thing I have asked of the 
Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple. The 
mighty God, the beautiful Lord, was not adorned with beauty here, at least, not 
the type of beauty that we find all too important today. 6th, he was tempted. Just 
as we are. In every respect, Hebrews 4:15 tells us, the Holy, Holy, Holy God is 
tempted by his creation. He's even tempted by his fallen creation, as we know, in 
the account in the in the wilderness. Here's the 7th, he prayed. He prayed. He 
came to the Father with petitions and requests. Again, in the Book of Hebrews, 
Hebrews Chapter 5, verse seven, we read there in the days of his flesh in his 
Incarnation: In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications 
with loud cries and tears to him who was able to save him from death, and he was 
heard. Why? Because of his reverence. Here's an eighth. He bled. He sweat drops 
of blood. He sweat, he sweated drops of blood in the garden and he shed his 
saving blood on the cross. “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Drink it in 
remembrance of me”, he instructed. And we do, as we should every week. And a 
ninth of final of and you could pick up many more, He died. The author of life 
died. The way the truth and the life, was laid to rest. In the first chapter of the 
Book of Revelation. Jesus, says the following to John: “I'm the I'm the first and the 
last. And the living one. I died. And behold, I'm alive forever more”. The first and 
the last died.  

Wonder of wonders! Westside the child born, the son given, named Mighty God, 
was fully human. To take it even a step further. And to make sure we appreciate 



this and please hear me on this, Jesus did not do one thing, not one mighty work, 
not one word spoken by calling on his divinity. This is really important. Especially 
for those of us who have said something along the lines of, well, that's Jesus, 
that's not me. Now, on one hand, you're right. None of us are Jesus. But when we 
say that, what we're doing is we're diminishing the humanity of Jesus. All 
together. We're depreciating it. We're not appreciating it. So, the question is; 
How, then, did he do what he did? Well, Jesus himself gives us an overarching 
answer in Luke 4, quoting again from the Book of Isaiah when saying “The spirit of 
the Lord is upon me. Because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight 
for the blind to set the oppressed free”.  So, there's our answer. How did Jesus do 
what he did? Jesus did what he did by the anointing power of the Holy Spirit. We 
actually see the Spirit’s work in Jesus before he was born. It was the Spirit of God 
who formed Jesus in Mary's womb. It was the Spirit who descended on Jesus at 
his baptism. It was the Spirit, the same Spirit who led him into the wilderness to 
be tempted. Jesus would be led by the Spirit every step of the way there after. 
Peter supports all of this, by the way, in Acts Chapter 10 stating there; “God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power”. Father, Son, 
Spirit. “Jesus went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil. For God was with him”. Interesting statement. God was with God. God was 
with him. Jesus himself backs up this idea stating in Matthew 12 that “it is by the 
Spirit of God that I cast out demons”. And what about his temptation? He is 
tempted as we are in every respect. Well, as the Bible teaches, although tempted 
as we are, Jesus was without sin. But how? Well, again, the writer of Hebrews 
reveals that it was, and I quote from Hebrews 9:14 it was through the eternal 
Spirit that Jesus offered himself without blemish to God. In other words, Jesus 
resisted the temptation to sin through the power of the Spirit. And what about 
the wisdom that Jesus grew in? Jesus grew in wisdom and stature. Remember 
Jesus in the synagogue, blowing the minds of the rabbis away early on in his 
young teenage years, 12 years old, 13 years old? So where is this wisdom that he 
grows in come from? Well, again, going back to the Book of Isaiah, we read in 
Isaiah 11:2 and the Spirit of The Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord. There's our answer.  



Furthermore, Jesus says that it was his commitment to do nothing other than the 
will of the one who sent him. “I have not spoken on my own authority, he said, but 
the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment, what to say and 
what to speak. What I say, therefore I say, as the Father has told me”. Earlier in 
the same Gospel John, Chapter 6, verse 38, he states there “For I have come down 
from heaven not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me”. We see the 
human will of Jesus, don't we? We see the human will of Jesus most dramatically 
in the garden scene when Jesus prays “Father, be it your will take this cup from 
me, but not my will. Your will be done”. Not to say that Jesus opposed the will of 
God his Father, but highlighting that he submitted fully to it. I could give more 
examples, but for the sake of time, here's why I'm taking the time to hammer 
down on this. For even though I know that there are many who doubt, even deny 
the divinity of Jesus. There are also many, too many in the church itself who don't 
appreciate as deeply as they should the humanity of Jesus. Which is troubling. For 
if Jesus wasn't fully human His sacrifice on our behalf wouldn't satisfy. For in the 
same way the blood of bulls and goats doesn't take away sin, anything else less 
than fully human won't either. It's also troubling for the humanity of Jesus is the 
humanity that we're all to emulate. And it's troubling as well for us to make less 
of the humanity of Jesus than what it is, is to cheapen the humility. The 
humiliation, to be more exact, that he displayed in his coming down, as I said 
earlier. It lessens it. It doesn't appreciate it. It doesn't stand in wonder of it. And 
oftentimes it excuses us for the choices we make. So let me say again, I'll take the 
chance on being redundant. Jesus, in fullness of humanity, lived in total trust and 
submission to the Father while being fully and absolutely led and empowered by 
the Spirit. And Westside, this is our call too. Our call is to emulate Jesus by 
submitting to the Father and being led and empowered by the Spirit. This, this is 
what it means to be baptized and discipled thereafter in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. This is to be our way. Triune living. Living under the 
hand of the Father, walking in step with the Spirit, emulating the life of Jesus. 
Knowing that the only way we can emulate the life of Jesus is by being 
empowered by the Spirit. And again, everything we do to the glory of the Father. 
This is also the only reason it makes sense for Jesus to say in a verse that Matt 
referenced last week, “that it is to your advantage that I go away. It's a good 
thing I'm going away. For if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you”. His 
way is to be our way too.  



So, as we make a turn for home in this under this topic, one of the questions that 
you may be wondering is; How could Jesus, while here, be mighty God, while at 
the same time never relying on his mightiness as God? How's that possible? Well, 
thankfully Paul answers for us. The Apostle Paul answers for us when he exhorts 
us in Philippians 2 “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus”, So this is this is yours, if you're in Christ Jesus, this mind is yours. Now you 
have to fight for it because the temptation and the working of the flesh is to 
snatch this type of mindset away, to lessen it, diminish it, but it's ours. It's ours 
because the Spirit of Christ, you know, is in us. “Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours now in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men”. So, there's our answer. 
How? Jesus emptied himself. The NIV translation, if you're using that, you'll read 
that he made himself nothing. Mighty God emptied himself. Mighty God emptied 
himself, he made himself nothing. He laid his rights aside, in other words. And 
gave up his privileges of God fully, and in perfect humility, and submission. Not 
meaning he made himself something less than God. Or that he didn't have access 
to his privileges as God while he walked the planet. God is God, and he never 
ceases to be God. And I remind you of Colossians 1:19, where we read in Jesus all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, but that Jesus humbly, submissively, and 
voluntarily accepted the limitations that come with being fully human. And he did 
so why? For us. To us a son is given. Westside, Jesus became us so that we could 
become like Jesus. This is why Jesus sympathizes with us, for he knows what it's 
like to be fully human and the weaknesses that come with it. That's why he 
doesn't break bended reeds or bruised reeds, doesn't snuff out smoldering wicks. 
That's why we can go to him and draw near to him. Because he understands our 
weaknesses and frailty. What a savior!  

What this also means was that his full glory was hidden while here. And to be 
clear, it had to be. If Jesus displayed his full glory here, we'd be incinerated. We 
get glimpses though. We get glimpses. I'll talk about those in a moment, but he, 
he hid his full glory, which is why he prays in John 17 And now, Father, glorify me 
in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.  

And lastly, what it means is that he gave up his independent use of his divine 
attributes while here. You see, the divine attributes of Jesus show up all over the 



place in the Gospels. Like all over the place. You get a little, like I said, you get 
little glimpses, like at his arrest. You can read about this in John 18. I would love 
to have seen this scene with the guards come out, the soldiers coming to arrest 
Jesus. They ask if he's the one to be taken away, and Jesus responds, “I Am”. They 
all fall down. I would have loved that. He gives this little glimpse “ego eimi”, I am, 
this hints back to Exodus Chapter 3. And they all fall down. You get these little 
glimpses and that fishing moment with Peter and Jesus. And Peter gets just a little 
snippet of the glory of Jesus and he and he and he wants to run away. Wants to 
hide his eyes. So glorious is Jesus. But while here, he gave up independent use of 
his divine attributes. Like I said, they show up, but they show up under the leading 
of the Father. And the empowerment of the Spirit. And when they didn't show up, 
Jesus would say things like, I don't know, the day of the hour, only the Father 
knows. You see, there are some things that human beings aren't meant to know. 
Westside, how human is Jesus? He's so human that he's not ashamed to call us 
brothers and sisters. He's so human that when he teaches us to pray, he says, 
when you pray, pray “Our Father”. He is so human, he's so human that we are 
called co-heirs with Christ. Hebrews 2:17 Westside, Hebrews 2:17 tells us that 
Jesus is like us in every respect except for one, He was sinless. Which answers 
how the penalty of our sin was ransomed. For we needed one of our own kind. A 
perfect one to ransom us. And we were. When the sinless son shed his blood for 
us and in our place. So, Jesus is human. But you know what else He is? Mighty 
God. Mighty God. And so, as I close, I ask one final pressing question. How did he 
show himself to be mighty God? Well, some of them are obvious answers, his 
mighty works, his teaching, his sinless life. All of those attested to who he claimed 
to be. Peter speaks of that in Acts Chapter 2, but there's another. And I just 
explained it. He showed his might by way of his humility. He showed his might by 
way of his submission. He showed his might by way of his weakness. A humility 
that didn't only bring him down, but lifted him up. To the cross. A humility that 
took him to the grave, but a grave that couldn't hold him because by becoming 
weak he killed death. And in resurrection, power rose from it. Power made 
perfect in weakness. Jesus Christ crucified. The wisdom of God. And the power of 
God. And so, as I put a Christmas bow on this Advent message, I want to leave you 
with Paul's exhortation that we heard earlier. Have this mind among yourselves. 
This mind. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. Walk 
in step with the Spirit like Jesus did. Humble yourself under the mighty hand of 



God like Jesus did. And leave it up to God to lift you up, like Jesus was. Let me 
pray. In who Father is capable for such a task? Everything in our flesh cries out to 
do the opposite. We want to make a name for ourselves. We want to be like 
those who built the tower to Babble. We want to make a name for ourselves. And 
you call us to the opposite. By living in such a way that we make all things about 
the glory of your name, hallowed be your name! That’s our call. And therefore, 
because the flesh, the flesh fights against this, we need your help desperately, by 
way of the Spirit, the same Spirit that empowered Jesus, that's been sent to us, 
that's to our advantage, we desperately need to empower to lead, and guide, and 
fill, to help, and to transform. Spirit, we need your help. We want to be people 
who submit to make much of the Father, emulating the Son and powered by the 
Spirit. Triune living. Knowing that one day, one day we will all be lifted up. All be 
lifted up That day when we see Jesus, face to face becoming like him. And Jesus, I 
would be so, so amiss if I didn't bless your name and thank you. We all thank you. 
Bless your name. Praise your name for coming, humiliating yourself. Giving 
yourself to the weakness of humanity for us. We praise you. Thank you, Jesus. 
Thank you, Jesus. We worship you. It's in your name, Jesus I pray. Amen. 


