
Good morning. My name is Matt. Let me just get my phone... you want me to do this because if 
I don't have a phone next to me, we go a lot longer. So good morning. Great to see you again. 
My name is Matt, along with Jared and Mark and Tiff we want to welcome you with us. Thanks 
for being here. Regular Westsiders and guests, friends, visitors, loved ones, all of you. Thanks 
for being here. It's great to have you with us today. We've been in a series the last few weeks. It 
will be finishing tomorrow. It's our Christmas series, so finishing tomorrow at our Christmas Eve 
gathering. We've been looking at the four titles of Jesus laid out for us in Isaiah 9, verse six. 
Here's what the verse says, it's been, it's been beautiful as we've gone through this. Here's the 
verse:   

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given and the government shall be upon his shoulder and 
his name shall be called (here's the four titles we’ve been working through there's, actually five, 
but we're calling them four) Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.   

So, we've seen Wonderful Counselor a couple weeks ago, Norm, last week walked us through 
Mighty God, did a phenomenal job talking about the full humanity, the full divinity of Jesus and 
how those are held together.  If you didn't catch that make sure you go back and listen.  

Today we're tackling this third title, Everlasting Father, and it's just a beautiful title. It's an 
amazing title to give to Jesus the son. So, before we get into it and start talking about it, let me 
pray for us, just that God would bless us in this time. Father, you sent your son to us because 
you knew how much we needed him. And Lord, we need to see him today. We need to see 
Jesus, Father, as he is right now, today. We need to be changed in light of him. So, we thank 
you that you've given us this word that reveals him to us. And thank you for the whole Bible 
that points to Jesus. And today by your Spirit, as we go through some text, we ask that you 
would open our eyes to see you, transform us in light of in light of the Jesus of the Bible. Father, 
please, we pray for those here who are would not, consider themselves Christians or Jesus 
disciples, or his followers. We just ask that today you draw them to yourself, that you'd save 
them, that you'd show them their King and their Father in Jesus. And we also pray God for all 
those who have walked with you for a while or even for a short time. God just that you you'd 
continue to do a work in us right now for the sake of your glory and our good and this very lost 
place that we live in. In Jesus name, Amen. 

Alright, so for to us a son is born, to us a son is given and his name shall be called Everlasting 
Father. Now before we can, before we're going to be ready to fill our minds and our hearts with 
the reality that Jesus is Father, Everlasting Father, we need to back up and do a bit of work. And 
we're not used to talking about Jesus as Father, right? We know he's the, some of us will know 
he's the second person of the Trinity, right? The Triunity of God, the three in oneness of God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And so, we're very comfortable referring to Jesus as son. But the 



father is a different person. So, when we come to a text Isaiah 9:6, it feels natural for us just to 
kind of move Jesus to the side and say, you know, we've got the whole Trinity here. We've got 
the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit all represented in this one verse. And that's true. We do 
have the whole Godhead here, Father, Son and Spirit, but we have to understand that these are 
titles specifically for the Messiah. These are titles specifically given to who we know is Jesus. So, 
what does it mean that he is Everlasting Father? How can we call Jesus the Son, Everlasting 
Father? Well, there's two primary ways that I want you to see just as I set this up so we can 
launch from there. First of all, we have to understand that Jesus is called Father here, the 
Messiah is referred to as Father here, by Isaiah, in the sense that he is king. King. See, the 
context of Isaiah Chapter 9 is all about this prophecy of the long-awaited king finally coming to 
pass. That's what that's the whole context here, a king to rule his people. As one commentator 
writes, “Father” here is a benevolent protector, which is the task of the ideal king, and it's also 
the way God himself cares for his people. (Meaning) this is not using the Trinitarian title 
“Father” for the Messiah; rather, it's portraying (the Messiah) as a king. So, Jesus is Father in 
the sense of in the sense that Jesus is King of kings. Which is a really important idea and we're 
going to come back to that at the end of this time together that's we're gonna kind of our call 
will come out of there, so hang on to that, that Jesus is king.   

The second way Jesus can be referred to as Father here as in the sense that Jesus is the full 
manifestation of who God is, to us and to the whole world. Right, we talked about this last 
week. It's why it's why Norm pointed to Hebrews one verse three last week which says that 
Jesus is the exact imprint of the nature of God. He's the radiance of his glory. That Jesus is the 
one who fully embodies, fully reveals, shows us what God is like. So, if God, if God is Father, if 
he relates to us as Father, then we should expect Jesus to show us what that means. Jesus is 
the one who applies the fatherhood of God to our lives, that that's what he does. And it's why 
we have this interesting exchange in in the Gospel of John, where you know, this is the night of 
Jesus betrayal. So, they’ve had the Last Supper, you know, that famous picture we have of Jesus 
at his table. You know, we mocked that thing all the time, put different people around that 
table. Whatever, that picture he's betrayed that night, he's hours away from the cross. He's just 
about to be betrayed. Well right in that moment after supper, one of Jesus’ disciples, a man 
named Phillip, came to him with a request. Here it is in John 14:8, Phillip said to him, “Jesus, 
Lord, show us the Father and it's enough for us.” Now get this right, this is after three years of 
walking with him. And this is after all the miracles. They know Jesus is the Messiah. They know 
that. And yet Phillip, probably on behalf of some of the other disciples, comes to Jesus and says 
“Lord, show us the Father.” Jesus’ response in verse 9 is really important, he says to Philip, 
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say “show us the Father”? “Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?” 



Our mission here at Westside is to make Jesus known. It's plastered on the side of the building, 
which is important because it distinguishes what we do here from everything else that we could 
be doing here. In fact, it was weird. I heard, we had one of our, one of Melissa's grandfathers 
was in town recently. This totally has nothing to do with anything, but I'm already into it now, 
so here we go. He was in town, and they were doing one of those "hop on hop” off bus tours. 
Right, so they come by this center here and they were excited about this, and the lady, the lady 
doing the tour actually points out Westside, she says “So that's the New Age church in 
Vancouver.” And he says “no, no, no, my grandson, he's a pastor there. This is not the New Age 
church.” She's like, no, it is, it's the New Age church in Vancouver. And so, they had a little 
argument there on the hop on hop off bus tour, so. So hopefully some people got the message, 
but we've looked into it, we've emailed and said “hey, just so you know we're not a New Age 
church so maybe take that off the script”. But anyways, we exist to make Jesus known, that's 
why we got on the side of the building, that's, you know it's there and the reason why we can 
say that's our mission without being disparaging to God the Father, God the Holy Spirit. Like, 
what's with this obsession you have with Jesus? Why do you elevate him above the Father, 
above the Spirit? The reason we can do that is because the Father has given us Jesus to make 
himself fully known to the world. Jesus is the way, the Holy Spirit elevates Jesus, the Father 
gives us the son. This is how we learn who God is. We focus on Jesus. It's why in Colossians 1:19 
we read:  that for in him, (Jesus), all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. So, here's how we 
can think of Jesus as Father, Isaiah can speak of the Messiah as Father because, one Jesus is 
king and two, because Jesus is the manifestation of the Father to us and to the whole world. 
But the title isn't just Father, it's Everlasting Father. Now this is a word it speaks to obviously, 
eternity. All ages; past present, and future. What we're being told here is that Jesus was, Jesus 
never began. He's divine, he's God, eternally existent. And just like we saw with Wonderful 
Counselor again, we're holding the transcendence and the imminence together, the imminence 
of Jesus together in this title as one. Everlasting Divine Father, family, relationship, children. He 
is God. And he is man, come to save us. I love the way Darrell Johnson put it when he wrote: 
[this title] Literally [means] ‘Father of Eternity’ or ‘Father of all future’. Jesus is the Possessor of 
Eternity. Feel the paradox of this. Feel the mystery of it. The One who lived before time now 
enters time. The One who caused children to be born is now born a child. The One who begets 
is begotten. He is the source and goal of all of life. Jesus, Father of eternity. For to us a son is 
born, to us a son is given, and his name shall be called Everlasting Father.  

Full disclosure, when I found out I was preaching this title, I wasn't very excited about it. I 
wanted to find a way out of it. I wanted to check if I wanted to flip some of the titles, give me 
something else. Give me Prince of Peace. And the reason for that for me is it just comes down 
to that word, Father. That word for me is a tricky word. I love that God is Father. You know, if 
you if you hear me pray, 90% of the time I pray, I refer to God as Father. I love that he is Father. 
I've grown to know he is Father in ways that I've I never imagined I could have. This is not just 
an idea to me. This is this is life. This is, this is, I wake up and a lot of the times the first word 
that I think or that comes out of my mouth is Father, I love this. But the word is tricky. It took 



me a long time to get to that place where I could call God Father. Part of that's because my 
relationship with my dad is complicated. There's love there, but it's complicated. It was made a 
lot more difficult for me in the last few years. He and my mom went through a really messy 
divorce. And that really complicated things. That that was tough for us. Still is tough for us and 
that makes this difficult for me. On top of that, you know, there's probably not a word that 
makes me more self-conscious than “father” because I'm not one. You know, I haven't and so 
we've been married for over 11 years and we haven't gotten to have kids and that's not the 
way we planned it. People often look at us, we live downtown Vancouver, you know in a high 
rise and all the people around, most people around us, they're just living the life and just loving 
it. They just want freedom and no kids all. And so they just assume that this is how we planned 
it. So we want, we just don't want to be tied down or want these other things. It's not the case 
at all. But you know, Christmas always brings those things up anyway. But you know, this year, 
it was this time last year that we were just waiting to bring a son home from the hospital, an 
adopted son, and when, when that, when that adoption fell through and a few others did too, it 
was extremely painful. Ripped our hearts out. So there's some difficulty here for me in that, you 
know, you know, just setting up that nursery was scary. That was scary. But, it was much harder 
taking everything down and getting rid of it all again. That was more difficult. I don't know how 
many hours I spent rocking in that chair, looking at the empty crib and going “okay God, Psalm 
68 says you have said you are the Father of the fatherless. You said you're the one who places 
the orphans in home. So here you go. Here's your chance. Do what you've said”. So there's 
some, there's some, there's some pain here for me. You can feel that, I think. And the reason I 
the reason I tell you that even though it's not very fun for me, the reason I tell you that is 
because I know I'm not alone in this. I know that for many of us, especially around this season, 
the word “father” can sting. It can sting. Some of you are missing fathers right now. You're 
missing them. Some of you, if we’re being honest, you hate your father. There's real hatred 
there. For others of you, you know the word and the man just has no emotional connection at 
all. You just don't care about it, it just doesn't even affect you, you don't even know we're 
talking about. It's just nothing there. Some here were abused, or abandoned by somebody who 
wore this title. And for some, the word reminds you of your own failings or your own 
disappointments in this area. And so you have some self-consciousness of your own. And I feel 
like we have to mention this. We have to bring this up if we're gonna look at Jesus, the 
Everlasting Father. Because we have to understand that when some guy, right near Christmas, 
gets up on a stage, says, “Look, Jesus is the Everlasting Father”, we recoil a little bit. Without 
even meaning to, some of us, we just recoil, and it's because we have so much complexity tied 
up in this word. We don't really want to think of Jesus as Father. We like him just the way he is. 
He's my personal savior. Which is an idea that's foreign to the New Testament, by the way, but 
it's how we think of it most often. But Jesus here is called Everlasting Father. So I'm praying the 
Holy Spirit will do work in me and do work in us so we just begin to love what this is. We begin 
to begin to compare all of our experiences, all the things that we've been through in this life. 
We hold those things up good and bad. And compare them to Jesus, not the other way around. 
We don't hold Jesus captive by our poor earthly father. We elevate him and hold everything up 



in comparison to him, and that allows us to let go, to be free, to give grace. So that's the work 
I'm praying the spirit will do.  

The question for us then is ‘What does Jesus show us about the Everlasting Father?’ Well, way 
more, way more than we can handle in the next few minutes. Just way, way more. But I want to 
give you 6 biblical characteristics of the Everlasting Father of what we can see through the 
personal work of Jesus. And to do that, to show you as I wanna do it in a slightly more 
unorthodox way, I'm going to take you to a parable. So grab your Bible and flip open to Luke 
chapter 15. In Luke Chapter 15 we have a parable, but one of Jesus most famous parables is the 
parable of the prodigal son. I want to walk through this with you. We're not gonna exugeete it 
fully. I want to walk through it as a launching pad to these six biblical characteristics of the 
Father. I want to show you some things that we can see here. Alright, so Luke 15, parable, 
prodigal son. Parable of the prodigal son. Grab that please.  Now to understand as we come to 
Luke 15. To understand what's happening as Jesus tells us parable, we have to notice the first 
verse in the chapter. Here's what it says now. The tax collectors and sinners, we're all drawing 
near to hear him (meaning Jesus). And the Pharisees and the scribes, those are the religious 
leaders, they grumbled, saying this man receives sinners and eats with them. Alright, so Jesus 
has two distinct groups in front of him that day as he tells a series of three parables that we 
have in Luke 15. Two groups, the same two groups that Jesus was always hanging out with. We 
got overt sinners, right, just radically sinful people looked down on by the establishment, 
especially the religious establishment, they just looked down on, overtly sinful. And then we've 
got religious hypocrites. Jesus always hung out, it seems, with these two groups. Why? Well, 
because he loved to explain grace to the broken. And he loved to explain the law to the proud. 
Jesus loved to crush the proud under the weight of the law. Why? Because they had to see their 
brokenness before they could come to him. It's an act of love. But he's crushed them under the 
weight of the law. But those who are broken, he just elevated them. Elevated them in his grace 
is always his way. Both these groups, the broken and the proud, come into play in verse 11. 
When he said this, “There was a man who had two sons.” The younger son will be represented 
by, will be representative of the broken, the older son, the religious as we’ll see. So verse 11 
“There was a man who had two sons.” And the younger of them said to his father, “Father, give 
me the share of property that is coming to me”. Alright, so to get hold of this, what just 
happened, what he just said, we have to understand that ancient Israel, this is an honor and a 
shame culture. Right now, I know that many of us have grown up in cultures like that, and 
we've been around cultures like that. We understand some of this. It was an honor and shame 
culture, which means both groups of people, both the broken and the proud, in front of Jesus 
that day, they both would have unequivocally heard Jesus saying the same thing. What they 
would have heard is that the younger son came to his father one day and said, “Dad, I wish you 
were dead!”. Without a doubt, that's what Jesus is saying. They would have all heard that, 
“Dad, I wish you were dead”. In those days, if there were two sons born to a man with an 
estate, the younger son would get a third of the property because the older brother would get 



twice that, two thirds. So this is complicated. The son comes to his father says “Dad, I wish you 
were dead, I want my stuff. Let me go”. But it's complicated because what the son is asking for 
from the father wasn't just as simple as writing the check. He wants a third of the estate. That 
means the father's gonna have to sell some land. He's gonna have to liquidate some things to 
grant this request and in that culture and that day in this honor and shame world, I mean losing 
your land was an act of, was publicly humiliating. You’ve done something really wrong at that 
point which is why a request like that from one of your own boys was the ultimate form of 
rejection. “Dad, I wish you were dead! Give me, you give me my stuff. I don't care what it costs 
you. I don't care if it humiliates you”. And Westside, before we can even look at the Father, 
before we can even begin to look at the Father, we have to understand that this is exactly what 
each and everyone of us has done. God takes the name Everlasting Father because he is the 
Father of all creation. All of us, every man, woman and child from the very beginning have 
been, have been children of this Father. We are made in his image. He's given himself to us. 
And every single one of us, by virtue of the fact that we have said I want to rule my own life, I 
wanna be god of my own life. God, I'm gonna sit on the throne of my life that rightfully belongs 
to you by virtues that we've all done, that we've all looked at our Heavenly Father and said, “I 
wish you were dead. Thank you for your image. Thank you for your creation. Thank you for this 
life. Let me go.” This is what we've done. This is our rebellion. We want the Kingdom, without 
the king.  

Which leads to the first characteristic of the Everlasting Father that I want us to see. Here's the 
first one of six, 1) He is a Father with rebellious children. Like, some of you need to hear this. 
Some, we need to be comforted or encouraged by this, just to know that Jesus doesn't take the 
title Father as an honorary position. Jesus knows. The pain of a child turning to him and saying 
“I hate you; I wish you were dead. Let me go.” In fact. Every single one of his children has done 
that to him. 

Now in the 1st century. There was zero, zero doubt how this was going to go. There's no doubt, 
right? The religious scribes are chuckling, probably in the back, like, oh man, this kid's gonna get 
it, no doubt, rage, anger, disownment. Which is why the second-half of verse 12 is so shocking 
and he, the father, divided his property between them. No anger. No rage. No disownment. The 
father simply gives the son what he demanded. He would sell his possessions. He would parcel 
off his land. He would be shamed in society and looked down on. This would mean public 
humiliation for him. And he did it anyway. 

 The Everlasting Father has rebellious children, and number 2) the Everlasting Father lays down 
his life for his children. I mean, isn't this exactly what we see in Jesus? Humanity rebels. We 
wish you were dead. We wish you didn't exist. We're gonna go our own way. Thank you for the 
stuff. We dragged the image of the creator, of our God, of our Father through the mud over and 
over and over again. We scorn him fully, abuse every good gift he's given. We've deserved 



wrath and rage and disownment forever. That's what we deserve. Disownment forever. That's 
what you want? Ok!  But he didn't respond to us like that at all. No, instead, the Everlasting 
Father laid his glory down. He emptied himself. And became one of us. Not just for 33 years. 
For eternity. The hypostatic union that Jesus is fully God and fully man, and those both those 
natures are held together with neither one of them being diluted by the other. That is his 
eternal position. The God of Glory willingly accepted humiliation for us. 

 And I was rough on my parents growing up. Really rough on my parents growing up. I mean, 
they wanted to kick me out of my school in Grade 7 and then in Grade 8, and then we moved. 
Then again, it was all just ridiculous. And I was sort of the epitome of a rebellious kid. I mean, 
you name it, I was into it. That was just my, that was my whole deal. I was like, I just, I just 
needed to do things my own way, that was how it was. And I remember, as I moved through my 
teens and the years went by and I was getting into more and more trouble all the time, I 
remember my parents began taking shots for me. Specifically, my dad. My dad took a lot of 
shots for me because my mom and her family and you know are like our relatives and friends 
and I remember having pastors, the pastors would come over to the  house just to deal with 
me. But they wouldn't talk to me. They just talked to my parents and and my mom would be on 
the side with the pastor and they would be talking to my dad and all. And everyone's rebuking 
him. Why? Because he refused to kick me out of the house. And they kept telling him you're 
enabling him. You're not getting control of your son. You're showing him that it's OK, you're just 
letting him do whatever he wants. And I remember because this was an ongoing conversation 
all the time. I remember hearing my dad's response to it once when he just said, look, as long as 
Matt wants to come home at least I know where he's sleeping. In a very small way, my father 
showed me, he showed me a piece of what the Everlasting Father had done. He bore the 
insults. He bore the rebukes because he would lay down himself for me. Again, in a small way. 

But the story continues with the younger son. He takes that bag of cash. And he's off and he 
spends it, and it is fun! He has a good time. He is the guy to know, the guy to hang around with, 
he’s just a guy man. And then as fast as it happens, it’s over. See right as the bankroll goes dry, 
a famine hits the land. And the good life vanished right in front of him. And as I've thought 
about this, you know, I've realized this that was obviously probably really surprising to the son 
in this story. But I don't think this was surprising at all to the father in the story, see Westside, 
here's the thing about the Everlasting Father, the humiliation he accepts for us isn't a gamble. 
It's not a gamble. He knows something, our Father knows something that every single rebel 
heart misses, every single one of us who wants to go our own way, who wants the Kingdom 
without the king. He knows something that we don't. He knows that our most impassioned 
rebellion is really just misplaced desire, that what we really want is him. What we're chasing is 
him. But our hearts are sick and they've got us fooled. And so, he knows the bottom is going to 
fall out. He knows that, while we're while we're at work living, as William Henley put it, as 
master of our own fates, the captains of our own souls. But the bottom is going to fall out. So 



instead of reacting to us, or coercing us in our rebellion, or manipulating us, or trying to control 
us and trying to keep us at home even when we don't want to be the Everlasting Father just lets 
us go. He lets us go. Why? Because when the bottom falls out, he wants us to remember that 
he never forsook us. And he never stopped loving us. That he never forgot about us. It's his 
kindness that leads us to repentance, as Paul wrote in Romans.  

So the younger sons in survival mode at this point, he's found some work on a farm and he he's 
eating the food that the pigs ate there. He just had, there was no food for him. So he's just 
eating the slop. I mean just a crazy picture of where rebellion takes us compared to the life that 
the Father offered. And in that place the son was struck by a thought, and we can read it in 
verse 17 when he came to himself. He said “How many of my father's hired servants have more 
than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger?” So, the bottom falls out. And the son begins 
dreaming of his father. His father’s house. His father's benevolence, father's generosity. His 
father's protection, the protection he would provide from the storms of life. All of a sudden, it 
strikes him that the love and the kindness and mercy and the grace of the father is just not like 
anything else in this world. There's nowhere else he can find it. He's looked everywhere and it's 
not there. And so he starts to wonder, what if? What if I head home? What would happen? And 
then he gets clever with it, right? He's like, look, maybe, I know I can't go home as a son, but 
maybe I can still go home as a servant. And make no mistake what this is, this isn't just the son 
knows if he goes home, he is now going to come under his father again, right? It's the father's 
house. So he's going home. This is surrendering to his father. Which right now looks to him like 
a great thing, he says. I know I can't be a son, that I've lost that right. I've lost that inheritance. 
I've scorned and spurned. That's gone. Maybe I can work for him. You know, maybe he could 
just give me a wage and I could live and serve him and I could earn my way. So in verse 20 he 
heads out.  

But before we look at that, I just want us to understand that there's an invitation here. There's 
an invitation here for us.  And let me try to express it to you with a few questions. Just one 
question really, 2 words. What if? I mean, what if? What if the Everlasting Father really has laid 
his life down for you? And I mean, what if? What if he really has made a way for you to come 
back home? What if his humiliation is your salvation? What if the brokenness that you're 
currently experiencing or you experience over and over in life is really is not is not meant to 
crush you, it's meant to call you. What if he knew the bottom would fall out just like it has in 
your life? And he let you go because you just want to think back and remember that he'd never 
forsook you as you went out to go play King for a day. Would it be worth a few steps in a new 
direction to find out? And look, I'm speaking to those who are Christians for decades and those 
who aren't yet at all. I'm speaking to all of us. Would it be worth a few steps in a new direction 
to find out? The younger son thought so. Which is why in verse 20 we read that he arose and 
came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion 
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. The father. The father who had already given 



everything. Now shames himself again by running to his son. I mean, have some self-respect. 
Somebody teach this kid a lesson man. Have some self-respect. He's walking all over you. And 
you're gonna run to him? I mean, at least let him get down the driveway a bit. But the father 
who gave everything. He sees his son. And at the first sight of his boy, he runs now, you didn't 
run in those days. But he ran to his son. It took one step the father had to see, one step toward 
home. And he ran. To meet his son. To embrace him. To kiss him. And I don't want us to miss 
the motivation here. If we missed the motivation here, we can get all we can start making all 
kinds of weird things up about who the Everlasting Father is. Don't miss the motivation. This 
was not born out of loneliness. This was not born out of neediness. This was not borne out of 
manipulation or coercion or anything else. This, as verse 20 tells us, was born out of 
compassion. 

 The Everlasting Father has rebellious, rebellious children #1. #2, He lays down his life for 
children. Third, the Everlasting Father feels compassion for his children. Some of us really need 
to see this this morning. What? What does God feel toward us when we reject him? Mock him 
and put ourselves on his throne. What does he feel? What? What did you think about us? What 
did you feel toward us? You know what it is. Compassion. Compassion. He knows we're law. 
And then what does he feel toward us? When, when? When we see, when we see our rebellion 
from what it is, and we start when we turn and head for home. And we say, OK, I'm gonna 
surrender. I'm going to come back to the Father. I need the Father. What does he feel? 
Compassion. That's why Samuel 10: 3-13 says, “As a father shows compassion to his children, so 
the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. For he knows our frame. He remembers 
that we are dust.” More than once in the Gospels were told that Jesus felt compassion for the 
crowds because they were harassed and helpless like sheep without a shepherd. And the 
compassion of God matters, Westside, because it means we've got nothing to fear in turning or 
returning to Jesus, nothing to fear. Nothing to fear. For those who see the rebellion, for those 
who the bottom has fallen out, you've seen your rebellion, you've seen that you've been ruling 
and reigning in his place, you've seen the rejection. You've seen how you've rejected him. 
There's nothing to fear in turning. Back. He's not gonna punish you. That's why Jesus came. He 
came because God is compassionate towards us. But, the compassion, compassionate Father 
isn't even the best part. Look what happens next. The son is shocked, right? He's shocked. He 
had this whole speech pre-rehearsed. He was ready to go. Just let me work for you, you know. 
And he doesn't even get the words out of his mouth before the father instructs, interrupts him 
with some words of his own. In verse 22 the father interrupts the son’s speech by saying, “Bring 
quickly the best robe and put it on and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and shoes on 
his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was 
dead and is alive again. He was lost and is found, and they began to celebrate.” The Everlasting 
Father has rebellious children. Lays his life down for his children. Feels compassion for children.  
#4, the Everlasting Father forgives his children. Forgives. And just so we're clear that the 
forgiveness of Jesus, the Everlasting Father, is so much more extreme than what we're seeing in 



the story. I mean, in this story, the son, he squanders his inheritance and he, you know, he 
comes back. We were made in the image of God. We dragged it through the mud over and over 
and over again. And the father didn't just see us a long way off and then come running. No, it's 
way more extreme than that. The Everlasting Father humiliated himself by running to us long 
before we ever dreamed of turning back to him. He ran to us. He humiliated himself long before 
we even had the thought crossed our minds. I mean, while we were still weak, while we were 
still sinners. At the right time he came for us. That's why Romans 5:8 says, ‘But God shows his 
love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for all.’ Emptied himself. Humiliated 
himself. Why? Well, Paul says it right here is a display of his love for us. For us the son is born. 
To us a son is given. And his name should be called Everlasting Father. Why? Why did Jesus live, 
die and rise? Because your Father wanted you to have a way home. Your Father has made a 
way for you to stop running. For you to stop exhausting yourself. For you to find rest. That's 
why.  

The Everlasting Father has rebellious children. He lays his life down for his children, has 
compassion for his children, forgives his children all because #5, the Everlasting Father loves his 
children. Look. You and I are more loved than we could ever comprehend, than we could ever 
know. We've got love in Jesus that we couldn't exhaust in a million lifetimes. I've just been 
praying for myself. I've been praying for you. Been praying for all of us as a church, that we 
would know a little bit more. The love of God for us today as we look at Jesus, the Everlasting 
Father. Because if we did know, we would stop running. We would stop trying to be king for a 
day, we would stop chasing fulfillment from the world and we would put our faith in Jesus just 
like we put in ourselves. We would do that and we would find rest. This is who the Everlasting 
Father is, and this is how he invites you to know him right now. And here's the thing. OK, so. 
What we're talking about when we talk about this, putting our faith in Jesus, we're talking 
about an act of the will. And it's a very real thing. It's not, it might not be easy to feel, you know 
or to see, but it is as real as anything else, is as real as the career you chose. It's as real as the 
clothes you decided to wear today. It's as real as the fact that you're here this morning. It is an 
act of the will that we're taught. We're talking about saying, Jesus, I surrender to you now. 
Remember where we began, Jesus is King. Nobody gets to know Jesus as personal savior 
without first surrendering to Jesus as King. That's the way it works. There's no salvation in Jesus 
as long as we're still sitting on the throne of our lives. The prodigal son had no way back to the 
father until he decided to go back to the house of the father. The house where his father rules. 
Jesus is King of Kings. The invitation is this. Surrender to him as King of Kings, and he will show 
himself to you as Everlasting Father. Surrender to him as King of Kings. Where the greatest 
thing we could ever imagine would just be servants in his house. Like just let me be a 
doorkeeper in the House of my God, cause it's better than dwelling in the tents of wickedness, 
but let me be a doorkeeper. But instead of that he says no, you're my son. You're my daughter. 
You are an heir to the throne. You can't work to earn anything for me.  



So the younger brother's home? The younger brother's home. And the father's throwing a 
massive party for him. The older brother, we read, is out in the field. And so, he hears what's 
going on, he hears the commotion, things are being set up and he's confused. So, he goes to 
one of the servants, “hey, what, what's, what's going on there?” and the servant says, “Well, 
your younger brother came home and your dad killed the fattened calf. He's throwing a huge 
party.” And then we read this in verse 28, ‘But here the older brother was angry and refused to 
go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father,” Look, these many 
years I've served you and I never disobeyed your command. Yet you never gave me a young 
goat that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.” And he said to 
him, “Son, you're always with me. And all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be 
glad for this. Your brother was dead and is alive. He was lost and is found. Everything we've 
seen so far has been focused on the younger brother, focused on the loss, the broken, the overt 
sinners in front of Jesus that day. And we obviously relate well to that as we've seen. But there 
was another group. The religious. See, these were people who thought they'd serve the father 
for a long time. They've been working as servants for a long, long time. They’d banked, they'd 
banked their hours for a long time because they were getting ready for eternity. And so, they 
were very clear on who was in and who was out. They knew where the lines were drawn. 
Because they worked really hard to make sure that they were in. Which meant that this 
reaction to Jesus portrayed from the father to his younger son wasn't just surprising to them, it 
was offensive to the extreme. As long as we are working to earn the affection of the Father's 
grace it is an offense. It's an offense. Now you might not look around and go, oh man, I wish 
God didn't give grace to that person and that person. You might not be there, but you might 
still feel that God feels affections towards you because of how religious you are. Or how good 
you are doing this thing or that thing. Or the fact that you're here in church on a Sunday and 
you might even come back tomorrow for Christmas Eve and maybe you'll sing some carols 
tonight. I mean, you've got it all in the calendar. You're in the inside circle. You've come to Jesus 
King. But you haven't let him show you himself, his Father. And there's no salvation in that 
either. See rebellion isn't the only way to reject the Father. We can also reject the Father by 
working to earn what he gives freely. Any attempts to earn the Father's affection will forever 
keep us from actually seeing the Father. We come to him one way and one way only, as those 
broken, rebellious children leaning on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus as our only 
hope. Giving him our lives, surrendering every area of our lives to him as King. And then that in 
this incredible grace he shows himself as Father.  

As we close, I want to just point out one last characteristic of the Everlasting Father that we can 
see in this parable, and we actually see it in what's not in this parable, what's not here. See if 
you read through this, this parable has no end. No ending. Jesus just left it open. We never hear 
what the older brother then said to his father. We never learned what happened. I mean, it's 
such an obvious, such an obvious missing piece that we have to know this was intentional. So 



why would Jesus do it that way? Why wouldn't he give us an ending? Well, because I think he 
gave us an invitation instead. The end is still being written. Still being written in my life, still be 
written in your life. The Everlasting Father has rebellious children. Lays down his life for his 
children, feels compassion for his children, forgives his children and loves his children. And now 
we're seeing the 6th and final characteristic. The Everlasting Father is patient with his children. 
He waits for us. He waits. He's waiting. He knows that we've willed to walk away from him. He 
knows that. But he hasn't locked in our decision yet. He hasn't locked it in yet. It's not set 
forever yet. Because he's patient. He desires that none should perish, but all should reach 
repentance. He wants, though he wants us to come to Jesus King and to know his Father. So, he 
waits. The fact that you and I have breath in our lungs is evidence of his patients. The fact that 
some of you are hearing the gospel preach for the ten thousandth time as evidence of his 
patients, the fact that you're hearing the gospel preach for the first time is evidence of his 
patience. This is evidence of his patience right now. The fact that the globe is still spinning is 
evidence of his patients. I mean, the Zuni last night, Indonesia, I mean 68 people killed last I 
heard, and 500 and some odd injured. This keeps happening over and over and over again. I 
would remind you of a sermon that Norm preached. You know, I think it was July or June on 
Matthew 24. Just to show us how ripe the times are for Jesus' return. He's coming back 
Westside. He's coming back. But right now, he's patient. This is what we have to know. His 
patients will give way to another desire. His patience will not last forever. It will give way to no 
desire because the Everlasting Father has promised to run to us again. He will run to us again. 
He will embrace us again. Once and for all. And when he does, the position of our will will be 
locked in forever. When he returns, all opportunities for the prodigals to turn and head for 
home will be finished. So, I invite you today. I invite you to an act of the will, invite you to a 
decision. That you would surrender in every area to Jesus as King of King. So that you too would 
know the incredible grace that he is Everlasting Father. Let me pray for us. Father, do your work 
now. Please. Do what only you can do by your Spirit in our hearts and our lives, God, no sermon 
can change a heart. You alone are powerful to save. You alone are powerful to redeem. Have 
your way. Make our response pleasing to you, the Everlasting Father, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 


