
 

         
February 28th, 2021 

 
       Welcome to Grace Presbyterian Church! 

Grace Presbyterian Church exists to welcome our neighbors, grow together in Christ, and serve 
God in our community and world. Our core conviction is we believe that the grace God gives us 

through Jesus Christ changes everything.  
 

Please fill out a Welcome Card by scanning the QR code so we can connect you to what God 
is doing at Grace. 

  
About our Worship Service 

Our liturgy (i.e., worship service) follows the logic of the gospel and the historic pattern of God’s 
people. The main movements are as follows: 

  
● God Calls Us – God takes the initiative, moves towards us with grace, and invites us to 

know and worship Him.  
● God Cleanses Us – God forgives us and reminds us of His great love in Christ.  
●  God Speaks to Us – God speaks to us, builds us up, and nourishes us through His word.  
●  God Communes with Us – God draws near to us and invites us to partake of His grace in 

the sacrament of communion.  
● God Sends Us – God sends us out into His world empowered to be His people for His 

glory and the good of the world. 
 
 

We are so glad that you joined us today! 
 

Cover Art by Ellen Binder, member of Grace Presbyterian Church. 

 
   
 

GOD CALLS US 

 



 

  
Welcome Song | The God of Abraham Praise (Oliver/Ernst) 
The God of Abraham praise,  who reigns enthroned above;   
Ancient of Everlasting Days, and God of  Love;  

  
Jehovah, great I AM!  by earth and heaven confessed;  
I bow and bless the sacred name forever blest. 

  
The God of Abraham Praise, at whose supreme command 
From earth I rise, and seek the joys. At his right hand, at his  
right hand. 

  
I all on earth forsake, its wisdom, fame, and pow’r.  
And Him my only portion make. My Shield and Tower,  
My Shield and Tower. 

  
The whole triumphant host give thanks to God on high; 
“Hail Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” they ever cry. 
 
Hail, Abraham’s God and mine: I join the heav’nly lays; 
All might and majesty are thine! And endless praise, and endless praise! 
 
 
Call to Worship | Psalm 91:1-6 
Leader: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
 
All: I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 
 
Leader: For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. He 
will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield 
and buckler. 
 
All: We will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence 
that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
 
Invocation  
  
Song of Praise | Descend O Spirit, Purging Flame (Brenner) 
Descend O spirit, purging flame. 
Brand us this day with Jesus' name. 
Confirm our faith, consume our doubt, 
Sign us as Christ's within, without, 
Sign us as Christ's within, without. 

  
Descend, O spirit, as a dove,  
Clothe us this day in Jesus' love. 

 



 

Mark us as children of the king; 
Then send us forth in Jesus' name, 
Then send us forth in Jesus' name. 

  
Descend, O spirit, be our guide, 
The voice of God, a mighty tide. 
Convict our sin, compel our lives; 
Spirit keep us and draw us nigh, 
Spirit keep us and draw us nigh. 
 
 

 

 
 

GOD CLEANSES US 
Confession of Sin  
Holy and merciful Father, we acknowledge and confess our sins. We are prone to evil and slothful 
in good. We wander from your ways, waste your gifts, and forget your love. Have mercy on us, 
Father, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ; and by your Holy Spirit, teach and empower us to 
love good, hate evil, and walk in your ways, for the honor of your Name. Amen. 
 
Silent Confession 
   
Assurance of Pardon | Psalm 51:7-8 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let me 
hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
 
Song of Assurance | Whom Shall I Fear? (Psalm 27) (Ernst) 
Whom shall I fear? The Lord is my light and salvation. 
A stronghold for me, of whom should I be afraid?  
Whom shall I fear? The Lord is my light and salvation. 
A stronghold for me, of whom should I be afraid?  

  
Wait for the Lord: be strong and take heart, 
And wait for the Lord: be strong and take heart. 
Wait for the Lord: be strong and take heart, 
And wait for the Lord: be strong and take heart. 
  
For in the day of trouble, he'll keep me safe in his dwelling, 
He'll hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent. 
Although an army besiege me, my heart will not fear, 
The Lord is my light and salvation! Whom shall I fear? 

 



 

 
Passing the Peace of Christ 

 
GOD SPEAKS TO US  

 
Announcements   
  
Children’s Sermon 
  
Scripture Reading | Genesis 22 
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 
He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So 
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, 
and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of 
which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from 
afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go 
over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went 
both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I 
am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went 
both of them together. 

9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid 
the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the 
Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He 
said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, 
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his 
eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.14 So 
Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the 
mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 

15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By 
myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his 
enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have 
obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together 
to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba. 

 



 

Sermon | The Story of Abraham: The Test of Faith, Marshall Brown 
 
Song of Response | On Jordan's Stormy Banks (Stennett/Miner) 
On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand, and cast a wishful eye  
To Canaan’s fair and happy land, where my possessions lie. 
  
All o’er those wide extended plains, shines one eternal day;  
There God the Son forever reigns, and scatters night away. 
      Refrain 
      I am bound (I am bound)  
      I am bound (I am bound)  
      I am bound for the promised land,  
      I am bound (I am bound)  
      I am bound (I am bound)  
      I am bound for the promised land. 

  
No chilling winds nor poisonous breath can reach that healthful shore;  
Sickness, sorrow, pain and death, are felt and feared no more. 
      Refrain 
  
When shall I reach that happy place, and be forever blessed?  
When shall I see my Father’s face, and in his bosom rest? 
      Refrain 
 

  

 
GOD COMMUNES WITH US 

  
Confession of Faith | The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy catholic church, the communion of saints, The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
The Celebration of Holy Communion 
Ministering in Christ’s name we invite all Christians to celebrate the sacrament by faith in Jesus. 
Come and proclaim Christ if you: 

● Trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation.  
● Publicly profess to follow Jesus and have received Christian baptism. 
● Are seeking to grow in faith and live faithfully for Jesus Christ. 

   
 

 



 

GOD SENDS US 
  
Song of Sending | Doxology  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye Heavenly Host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
Amen!  
  
Benediction 

  
 This week’s music: 

Katie Ernst, Director of Music, double bass, and voice; Nathaniel Hodson, guitar and voice; Jeremy 
Cunningham, drums. 

 

Upcoming Events and Ways to Serve 
 

Virtual Coffee and Conversation | Sundays, Following the 10:30am Service 
Whether you worship with us online or in-person, all are welcome to join our virtual "Coffee and 
Conversation" Zoom! Type in tiny.cc/gracecoffee in your web browser to join! 
  
Moms' Group | Every other Tuesday, 7:30pm 
The Moms’ Group meets in-person in the West Hall and virtually every other Tuesday at 7:30pm 
For more information, please contact Kate Sivard (kate.sivard@gmail.com). 
  
Men’s Bible Study | Wednesdays, 6:30am 
Our men's bible study meets virtually and in-person in the West Hall. For more information, 
please contact Nick Swan (nick@gracenorthshore.org). 
  
Women's Bible Study (Virtual + In-person) | Thursdays, 9:15am 
Our Women's Bible Study meets every Thursday at 9:15am. This semester, we are studying 
prayer! For more information, please contact Val Macken (val@gracenorthshore.org). 
 
Grace Kids! | Thursdays, 6:00pm 
Grace Kids! is our onsite children's program featuring activities, Bible teaching, and games to help 
our children (Pre-K through 4th grade) grow in their faith. For more information, please contact 
Diana Williams. 
 
Grace Youth | Sundays, 5:30pm 

Grace Youth (5th-8th) meets on Sundays at 5:30pm. Come ready with a mask to have some fun 

and dive into the New City Catechism! For more information, please contact Allie Brent.  

 

High School Bible Studies | Sundays 

 



 

Our Girl’s Bible Study that meets at the James' house (634 La Porte Avenue, Wilmette) from 

4:00pm-5:30pm. Our Boy’s Bible Study that meets via Zoom from 5:30pm-7:00pm. For more 

information, please contact Diana Williams. 

 

Young Life Virtual Poker Tournament | March 4th, 7:00pm 

Join our virtual poker tournament to fundraise for Young Life on the North Shore on Thursday, 

March 4th at 7:00pm. This is going to be a fun event and is a great way to support our ministry 

partner in bringing the gospel to local middle and high school students.  For more information, 

please contact Jason Karnes (karnesjason@gmail.com) or Beth Karnes (beth.karnes@yahoo.com).   

 
Church-wide Prayer Night | March 9th, 7:00pm 
We will be having our monthly church-wide prayer night via Zoom Tuesday, March 9th at 7:00pm. 
Please join us as we pray over our church, community, and world. For more information, please 
contact Alasdair James (alasdairbjames@gmail.com). 
 

 


