
         
January 24th, 2021 

 
               Welcome to Grace!  

Our mission at Grace is to welcome our neighbors, to grow together in Christ, and serve God in our 
community and world. If you are new, please fill out our online Welcome Card by pointing your 

camera at the QR code.  
 

God Calls Us 
  

Welcome Song | The God of Abraham Praise (Oliver/Ernst) 
The God of Abraham praise,  
at whose supreme command 
From earth I rise, and seek the joys 
At his right hand.  
At his right hand. 
  
I all on earth forsake, 
Its wisdom, fame, and pow’r. 
And Him my only portion make, 
My Shield and Tower. 
My Shield and Tower. 
  
Call to Worship | Psalm 121 and 124 
Leader:  I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? 
All: My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Leader: The Lord is our keeper; The shade on our right hand. 
All:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
  
Invocation  

  
 
 
 
 

 



Song of Praise | Living Water (Getty/Cash) 
Are you thirsty? Are you empty?  
Come and drink these living waters.  
Tired and broken; Peace unspoken.  
Come and drink these living waters.   
  
Christ is calling, find refreshing 
At the cross of living waters.   
Lay your life down, all the old gone.  
Rise up in these living waters.     
  
Refrain  
There’s a river that flows with mercy and love,  
Bringing joy to the city of our God.     
There our hope is secure. Do not fear anymore,    
Praise the Lord of living waters. 
  
Spirit moving, mercy washing, healing in these living waters.  
Lead your children to the shore line.  
Life is in these living waters.    
  
Refrain  
  
Are you thirsty? Are you empty?  
Come and drink these living waters.  
Love, forgiveness, vast and boundless; 
Christ, he is our living waters. 
  
Refrain 
 
 
 

 
 

God Cleanses Us 
Confession of Sin  
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive what our lips 
tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us a consuming fire of 
judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be changed; 
and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image, through Jesus Christ, the light of 
the world. Amen. 
  
  
Silent Confession 
  
  
Assurance of Pardon | Ephesians 2:8-9   
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 
 
 
 

 



Song of Assurance | As I Went Down the River to Pray (African American Spiritual) 
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the starry crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
  
O sisters, let's go down 
Let's go down, come on down 
O mothers, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
  
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
  
O brothers, let's go down 
Let's go down, come on down 
O fathers, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
  
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the starry crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
  
O sinners, let's go down 
Let's go down, come on down 
O sinners, let's go down 
Down in the river to pray 
  
As I went down in the river to pray 
Studying about that good ol' way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown 
Good Lord, show me the way 
  
  
Passing the Peace of Christ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



God Speaks to Us 
Announcements 
  
Children’s Sermon 
 
Scripture Reading | Genesis 15 
1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your 
reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, 
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no 
offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: 
“This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and 
said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, 
“So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.  
  
7 And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to 
possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me 
a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he 
did not cut the birds in half. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them 
away. 
  
12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell 
upon him. 13 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land 
that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will 
bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 

As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall 
come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 
  
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed 
between these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I 
give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the 
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the 
Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 
  
Sermon | Story of Abraham: God’s Covenant, Dr. Nick Perrin 
Nicholas Perrin (PhD, Marquette University) is president of Trinity International University in Deerfield, 
Illinois. He previously taught at Wheaton College Graduate School, where he also served as Dean. Prior to 
this, Perrin served as a pastor at two churches, and also as Research Assistant for the Canon Theologian of 
Westminster Abbey. He is the author of numerous books, including Jesus the Temple and Lost in 
Transmission? What We Can Know about the Words of Jesus. He and his wife, Camie, have been married 
for 28 years, and they have two sons.  They currently reside in Lincolnshire, Illinois.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Song of Response | Fear Not (Isaiah 43) (Ernst) 
(Congregation sings the bolded text) 
Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are mine. 
Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are mine. 
  
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
And through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
And through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you. 
  
When you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
And the flame shall not consume you. 
  
For I am the Lord your God, 
The holy one of Israel, your savior. 
For I am the Lord your God, 
The holy one of Israel, your savior 
  
  
Ordination and Installation of Ruling Elders and Installation of Nick Swan as Associate Pastor 
(10:00am service only) 
 
 
 
 
 

God Communes with Us 
  
Confession of Faith | The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
The Celebration of Holy Communion 
Ministering in Christ’s name we invite all Christians to celebrate the sacrament by faith in Jesus. Come and 
proclaim Christ if you: 

·   Trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation.  
·   Publicly profess to follow Jesus and have received Christian baptism. 
·   Are seeking to grow in faith and live faithfully for Jesus Christ. 

   
 
 

 
 

 



 
God Sends Us 

 
  
Song of Sending | Doxology  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye Heavenly Host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
Amen!  
  
Benediction 
  

  
  

This week’s music: 
Katie Ernst, music director, bass, and vocals; Rebecca Swan, viola; Jim Tashjian, guitar and vocals; Leslie 

Beukelman, piano and vocals. 
 

Upcoming Events and Ways to Serve 

Virtual Coffee and Conversation 
To help foster virtual connection with one another, particularly during Sunday morning, we are adding a 
Zoom gathering following the 10:00am Sunday Service. Please check out today’s service on our YouTube 
Channel or our Grace Connect for the link. You can also type in tiny.cc/gracecoffee into your web browser 
and it will take you to the Zoom meeting. For more information, please contact Allie Brent. 
  
Men’s Bible Study | Wednesdays at 6:30am 
Our men's weekly morning study is back on Wednesdays at 6:30am virtually and in-person in the West 
Hall. For more information, please contact Nick Swan. 
  
 
 
 
Women's Bible Study | Thursdays at 9:15am 
Join our Thursday Morning Women's Bible Study from 9:15am to 10:30am, Thursday mornings. Our study 
will be on prayer, using Paul E. Miller’s book, A Praying Life: Connecting with God in a Distracting World. 
This study will meet both virtually and in the West Hall. For more information, please contact Val Macken. 
  
Grace Kids! | Resuming January 21st, 6:00pm 
Grace Kids! will be resuming on Thursday, January 21st. Grace Kids! is our onsite Children's program 
featuring activities, Bible teaching, and games to help our children grow in their faith. This program is for 
children aged Pre-K through the Fourth Grade and takes place every Thursday from 6:00pm to 7:00pm. 
For more information, please contact Diana Williams. 
  
Kellogg Student Pizza Lunch | Today,, 11:30am 
Are you a student at Kellogg? If so, please join us Sunday, January 24th following the second service. Grace 
will be hosting Kellogg Student Pizza Lunch. At this lunch, Nick will be sharing how Grace would like to 
invest in the students at Kellogg. We are planning quarterly lunches. At these lunches, members of Grace 
in the business community will be giving talks on the intersection of faith and work. We are also offering 
one-on-one mentoring for any who would like a member of Grace to help them grow as disciples during 
their time at Kellogg. Lastly, although we know life is full as Kellogg students, we want to make the 

 



students aware of opportunities to connect the Grace community. If you have any questions, please 
contact Nick Swan. 
  
Grace Youth | Resuming January 24th, 5:30pm 
Grace Youth (5th-8th) will kick off the semester on Sunday, January 24th at 5:30pm. Come ready with a 
mask to have some fun and dive into the New City Catechism! For more information, please contact Allie 
Brent.  
  
High School Bible Studies will resume on January 24th as well. For more information about those, please 
contact Diana Williams. 
 
Women’s Virtual Dinner | January 26th, 7:00pm 
You’re invited! Join other women from Grace for a Women’s Virtual Dinner on January 26th at 7:00pm. We 
will be gathering in groups of six via Zoom to enjoy fellowship and lighthearted conversation over dinner. 
This is a great chance to connect with other women at Grace, meet new friends, and encourage one 
another through virtual togetherness! Please check out our Grace Connect or contact Val Macken, our 
Women’s Ministry Coordinator, to sign-up. 
  
Membership Seminar | January 30th, 9:00am-11:30am 
Do you have questions about Grace's beliefs and practices? Do you want to learn about our mission and 
vision for ministry? Come to our New Member Seminar! This seminar will take place in the West Hall to 
allow us to maintain social distance and is designed for you to learn what we believe (the history and 
theology), who we are as the church, and what to expect as a member.  You do not have to become a 
member after attending, but the seminar is required if you would like to become a member at Grace. If you 
are uncomfortable attending in-person, please contact Allie Brent, as we have other options for you!  
  
Mom's Group | Tuesday Nights at 7:30pm, starting February 2nd  
The Moms Group will meet in person and virtually every other Tuesday at 7:30pm starting February 2nd. 
For more information, please contact Kate Sivard (kate.sivard@gmail.com) or Julie Nilan 
(Julie.nilan@gmail.com). 
  
Adult Education: Generous Justice Book Study | Starting February 3rd, 7:00pm 
Please join us for a seven-week study to explore together what the Bible says about justice and mercy. We 
will read Generous Justice by Tim Keller  as well as learn about Grace’s ministry partners and the outreach 
work being done in our city. This study will meet both virtually and in the West Hall beginning on February 
3rd at 7:00pm. The study will be limited to 15 people. Please contact Missy Shinall (mshinall@gmail.com) for 
more information. 
  
Ministry Architects Vision Summit | February 26th, 6:30pm-9:00pm 
Join us and Ministry Architects via Zoom to talk vision for our Children's and Youth Ministries. In the 
summit, we will build clarity and consensus through a fun, positive process, so we hope to see a wide 
variety of people involved. We will come out of the process with three documents pertaining to our 
congregation’s future: mission statement, core values, three-year goals with one-year benchmarks. 
Everyone is welcome. Come help us set forth a vision for our church. For more information, please contact 
Diana Williams. 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Generous-Justice-Gods-Grace-Makes/dp/1594486077/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=generous+justice+keller&qid=1610550656&sr=8-1

