
December 5, 2021

Welcome to Grace Presbyterian Church!
Grace Presbyterian Church exists to welcome our neighbors, grow together in Christ, and serve
God in our community and world. Our core conviction is we believe that the grace God gives us

through Jesus Christ changes everything.

Please fill out a Welcome Card by scanning the QR code so we can connect you to what God
is doing at Grace!

About our Worship Service
Our liturgy (i.e., worship service) follows the logic of the gospel and the historic pattern of God’s

people. The main movements are as follows:

● God Calls Us – God takes the initiative, moves towards us with grace, and invites us to
know and worship Him.

● God Cleanses Us – God forgives us and reminds us of His great love in Christ.
● God Speaks to Us – God speaks to us, builds us up, and nourishes us through His word.
● God Communes with Us – God draws near to us and invites us to partake of His grace in

the sacrament of communion.
● God Sends Us – God sends us out into His world empowered to be His people for His

glory and the good of the world.

We are so glad that you joined us today!

Contact Us
Website: gracenorthshore.org

Phone: 847.920.9517
Email: office@gracenorthshore.org



GOD CALLS US

Welcome Song | Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (Wesley)
Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of ev'ry nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child, and yet a King,
Born to reign in us for ever,
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Call to Worship | Revelation 15:3-4
Leader: Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty!
All: Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations!
Leader: Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name?
All: For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship you.

Invocation

Song of Praise | Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (Robinson/Nettleton)
Come, thou fount of ev'ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise,
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of God's unchanging love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I'm come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand'ring from the fold of God:
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be;
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wand'ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;



Here's my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.

GOD CLEANSES US
Confession of Sin
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive
what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us a
consuming fire of judgement. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future
in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and
image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon | 1 Corinthians 6:9, 11
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? … And such were
some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Song of Assurance | O Come O Come Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
Who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud and majesty and awe.
Refrain

Story of God’s Grace and Presence: Ted Powers, El Shaddai Ministry International (ESMi)

Song of Assurance, continued | O Come O Come Emmanuel
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan's tyranny;
From depths of hell thy people save,
And give them victory o'er the grave.



Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Isarel.

GOD SPEAKS TO US

Children’s Sermon

Invitation to Sunday School

Passing the Peace of Christ

Announcements and Offering

Scripture Reading | Matthew 13:24-30 and 13:36-43
24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain,
then the weeds appeared also. 27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said to
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28 He said
to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and
gather them?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with
them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers,
“Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my
barn.”’”

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the
good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the
kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the
devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are
gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and
throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43
Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him
hear.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon | Jesus Teaches: The Weeds Rev. Nick Swan

Song of Response | How Deep the Father’s Love for Us (Townend)



How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure;
That he should give his only son
To make a wretch his treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss,
The Father turns his face away;
As wounds which mar the chosen one,
Bring many sons to glory.

Behold the man upon a cross,
My sin upon his shoulders;
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there
Until it was accomplished;
His dying breath has brought me life,
I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything,
No gifts, no power, no wisdom;
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from his reward?
I cannot give an answer;
But this I know with all my heart,
His wounds have paid my ransom.

GOD COMMUNES WITH US

Confession of Faith | The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father by whom all things were made; who for us men, and for our salvation,
came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made
man, and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the third
day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right
hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead,
whose kingdom shall have no end.



And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins. And we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Celebration of Holy Communion
Ministering in Christ’s name we invite all Christians to celebrate the sacrament by faith in Jesus.
Come and proclaim Christ if you:

● Trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation.
● Publicly profess to follow Jesus and have received Christian baptism.
● Are seeking to grow in faith and live faithfully for Jesus Christ.

Song of Thanksgiving | Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

GOD SENDS US

Song of Sending | Holy Spirit (B. Torwalt/ K. Torwalt)
There's nothing worth more that will ever come close.
Nothing can compare, you're our living hope,
Your presence, Lord.

I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves
Where my heart becomes free and my shame is undone,
Your presence, Lord.

Holy Spirit, You are welcome here.
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere.
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for,
To be overcome by Your presence, Lord.

I've tasted and seen, of the sweetest of loves
Where my heart becomes free, and my shame is undone
By Your presence, Lord.

Holy Spirit, You are welcome here.
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere.
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for,
To be overcome by Your presence, Lord.



Sing 3x:
Let us become more aware of Your presence.
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness.

Your presence, Lord

Benediction

This week’s music:
Katie Ernst, worship director; Paul Bedal, piano; Meghan Stagl, vocals; Jim Tashjian, guitar and

vocals; Neal Wehman, drums; Derek Brand, sound engineer

Upcoming Events and Ways to Serve

Mission Partner Sunday: ESMi | Today
Ted Powers represents our mission partner, El Shaddai Ministry International (ESMi) here in
Chicago. This Sunday, he will be sharing an update during our worship services. He will also give
a presentation after the second service giving more details about ESMi and how we can partner
with them. If you have a heart for Haiti or would like to find out more about ESMi and how you
might support them, please join us after the second service in the West Hall. Light refreshments
will be provided.

Middle School Christmas Party | Tonight, 5:00pm-7:00pm
All middle school students are invited to the church on December 5th from 5:00pm-7:00pm for
our Christmas Party! We will have dinner together, have a tacky sweater contest, and participate
in a White Elephant Gift Exchange (gift limit of $10). For more information or to RSVP, please
contact Allie Brent (allie@gracenorthshore.org).

High School Christmas Party | Tonight, 5:00pm-7:00pm
All high schoolers are invited to the church on December 5th from 5:00pm-7:00pm for our
Christmas Party! We will have pizza, listen to some Christmas music, and participate in a White
Elephant Exchange ($5-$10 gift limit). For more information, please contact Chris Reed
(chris@gracenorthshore.org).

Advent Prayer Time | Tuesdays, 12:00pm
Join Pastor Marshall Brown during this upcoming Advent season for a brief devotion and a time
of prayer. We will be meeting on Tuesdays through December 21st from 12:00pm-12:30pm in the
Sanctuary.



Grace Christmas Party | This Friday, December 10th, 7:00pm-9:00pm
You're invited to Grace's Christmas Party on December 10th, at the Kenilworth Assembly Hall.
Come hear the Grace Band perform while enjoying some drinks and hors d'oeuvres! Adults only,
semi-formal attire.

Grace Kids Christmas Program and Hot Cocoa/Ornament Party | December 12th
Grace Kids will be performing their Christmas Program on December 12th in both the 9:00am and
10:30am service. After both services, families are invited to the West Hall for hot cocoa and
ornament decorating! For more information, please contact Diana Williams
(diana@gracenorthshore.org).

Church-wide Prayer Night | December 14th, 7:00pm
We will be having our monthly church-wide prayer night via Zoom Tuesday, December 14th at
7:00pm. Please join us as we pray over our church, community, and world. See our Grace
Connect to join!

Christmas Eve Service | December 24th, 4:30pm
Our Christmas Eve Service will be outside on the front steps this year from 4:30pm-5:00pm. Join
us as we sing carols together and celebrate the birth of God's Son! Make sure to dress warmly
and bring your friends and family. No childcare will be provided.

Moms in Prayer | Mondays, 11:00am-12:00pm
Join us to pray for college-aged (and beyond) children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, teachers,
schools, and administration! We will be meeting in the prayer room at Grace on Mondays from
11:00am-12:00pm. All are welcome! For more information, please contact Debbie Guillod
(debbie.guillod@gmail.com).

Grace Kids! | Wednesdays, 6:00pm-7:15pm
Grace Kids! is our onsite children's program featuring activities, Bible teaching, and games to help
our children (Pre-K through 4th grade) grow in their faith. For more information, please contact
Diana Williams (diana@gracenorthshore.org). We will be having our Christmas party next week
and then will be taking a break until the New Year - we hope you can join us!

Mom’s Group | Thursdays, 9:00am
Join the Moms of Grace for Bible Study on Thursday mornings at the church! From
9:00am-9:15am, there will be a time of fellowship before our study starts at 9:15am. Childcare will
be provided. If you would like more information, please contact Kate Sivard
(kate.sivard@gmail.com).

Women’s Winter Retreat | February 11th-13th
Join the Women of Grace for our first ever weekend retreat at the Historic American Club in
Kohler, Wisconsin on February 11th-13th. We anticipate meaningful connection, compelling
teaching from our guest speaker, Aimee Joseph, and a lot of fun! To register, please visit

mailto:kate.sivard@gmail.com


gracenorthshore.org/women. For more information, please contact Allison Brown
(allisonbowersbrown@gmail.com).

Amsterdam-Germany Trip | May 26th-June 5th, 2022
Join Pastor Marshall Brown and others for a trip to Amsterdam and Germany, May 26-June 5,
2022 to visit Mario and Elsbeth Tafferner of Tyndale Seminary in Amsterdam, followed by a tour
of sites of the German Protestant Reformation. This trip is designed to encourage our partners,
the Tafferners, to remember what God did in 16th century Germany, and imagine who God is
calling our church to become in the 21st century. If interested, please contact Marshall Brown
(marshall@gracenorthshore.org) as soon as possible!

Costa Rica Mission Trip | June 11th-18th, 2022
All High School Students (and rising 9th graders) are invited to go on a Summer Mission Trip to
Costa Rica in June 2022. We will be working with Viva Ministries and local pastors and
missionaries in Costa Rica. This is a great opportunity for you to grow in your faith, serve
alongside local missionaries in Costa Rica, and be co-workers in the Gospel. If you are interested,
please contact Diana Williams (diana@gracenorthshore.org).

Grace Groups (Small Groups)
If you would like information about how to participate in one of our Grace Groups or would like to
start a Grace Group, please contact Nick Swan (nick@gracenorthshore.org).

Circle Ministry (Prayer)
If you are in need of prayer, you can email your confidential prayer requests to our Circle Ministry
(circle@gracenorthshore.org). If you are in need of Pastoral Prayer, please contact Nick Swan
(nick@gracenorthshore.org).

Meals Ministry
Our Meals Ministry cares for our church community by delivering meals on a short-term basis to
those dealing with illness, a new baby, a big move, or other transitional life events. If you would
like to volunteer to deliver a meal to someone in need, please contact our Meals Ministry
Coordinator, Emily Lee (gracemeals@gracenorthshore.org).

Leadership and Staff

Rev. Marshall Brown, Senior Pastor | marshall@gracenorthshore.org

Rev. Nick Swan, Associate Pastor | nick@gracenorthshore.org

Allie Brent, Middle School Coordinator + Director of Communications | allie@gracenorthshore.org

Diana Williams, Director of Children + Youth Ministries | diana@gracenorthshore.org

Katie Ernst, Director of Musical Arts | katie@gracenorthshore.org

mailto:marshall@gracenorthshore.org


Chase Martinek, Sunday Volunteer Coordinator | chase@gracenorthshore.org

Val Macken, Women’s Ministry Coordinator | val@gracenorthshore.org

Nathaniel Hodson, Pastoral Intern | nathaniel@gracenorthshore.org

Chris Reed, Pastoral Intern | chris@gracenorthshore.org


