
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany January 29, 2023 

TRUST IN GOD’S STRENGTH 
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Welcome 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning, whether in-person or online. In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
Pastor’s Office Hours  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  
 
Children’s Room 
We love having children in our service. However, if you feel your child needs to be taken out for a 
while, you may choose to use the children’s room off the hallway near the mailboxes. We also ask 
everyone to reserve the back few rows for families with young children, making it easier to leave the 
church area if needed.  
 
 

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Scott Arthur scottarthur70@gmail.com 480-695-1612 

Vaughn Davis vrdavis69@gmail.com 520-213-7266  

Dave Hackett daveht2k@yahoo.com 480-200-3265 

Chris Muller chris_muller@earthlink.net 425-681-7235 

Dennis Niska dennis.niska@gmail.com 630-605-8624 
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 The Gathering    
 
OPENING HYMN: Ten Thousand Reasons 

Order of Worship 
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INVOCATION 
 
M: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION 
 
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
ABSOLUTION 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C:  Amen. 
  
SONG OF PRAISE:  Give Thanks  

 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. 
 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich!” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich!” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us, give thanks! 
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(Musical Interlude) 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. 
 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich!” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich!” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us, give thanks!  

 

 The Word     
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

M:  Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all our dangers and 
needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and defend us: through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C:  Amen.  
 

FIRST READING:  Zephaniah 2:3; 3:11-13 

The LORD promises that those who are humble, who trust in his strength rather than their own, will 
not be put to shame. 

3Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. 
Seek righteousness, seek humility; 
perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the Lord’s anger. 

11On that day you, Jerusalem, will not be put to shame 
for all the wrongs you have done to me, 
because I will remove from you your arrogant boasters. 
Never again will you be haughty on my holy hill. 
12But I will leave within you the meek and humble. 
The remnant of Israel will trust in the name of the Lord. 
13They will do no wrong; they will tell no lies. 
A deceitful tongue will not be found in their mouths. 
They will eat and lie down and no one will make them afraid.” 
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SONG: Psalm 130, I Will Wait for You 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

Paul points the Corinthians to themselves as an example of how God’s strength is made perfect in 
weakness. 

26Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were 
wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God 
chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong. 28God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 
things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast 
before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 
from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: 
“Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”  

 
HYMN: Blest Are They (CWS 758)  
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SERMON: Are You Blessed? Matthew 5:1-12 

1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples 
came to him, 2and he began to teach them. 
He said: 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, 
 for they will be comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek, 
 for they will inherit the earth. 
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
 for they will be filled. 
7Blessed are the merciful, 
 for they will be shown mercy. 
8Blessed are the pure in heart, 
 for they will see God. 
9Blessed are the peacemakers, 
 for they will be called children of God. 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for 
in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins,  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 

 The Prayers    
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   
 Live in harmony with one another.   
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING SONG: How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
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Ten Thousand Reasons, by Matt Redman and Jonas Myrin; 2011 Thankyou Music, Said And Done Music, sixsteps Music,  
SHOUT! Music Publishing.  

Give Thanks, by Henry Smith © 1970 by Integrity's Hosanna! Music.  
I Will Wait for You, by  Words and Music by Keith Getty, Jordan Kauflin, Matt Merker and Stuart Townend; ©2018 Getty Music Publish-

ing (BMI) / Jordan Kauflin Music (BMI) / Matthew Merker Music (BMI) / Getty Music Hymns and Songs (ASCAP) / Townend Songs (PRS) / 
Adm. by MusicServices.org  

Blest Are They, David Haas © 1985 GIA Publications.  
How Deep the Father’s Love for Us, by Stuart Townend; © 1995 Thankyou Music (PRS)(admin. worldwide by EMI CMG Publishing ex-

cluding Europe which is admin. by kingswaysongs.com)  
 

OneLicense.net A-730121 & CCLI #1941416 
 

THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BIBLE CLASSES 
• Sunday Bible class and Children's Sunday School (ages 3 to sixth grade) will meet this Sunday. 

Classes begin at 10:45am, after the worship service. 
• Wednesday Bible Study meets at 7pm. You can attend in person at church, or you can request 

a Zoom link by emailing Pastor Koepke.  
• The 4 Key Concepts class finishes this Tuesday, January 31. Faith Builders will continue on 

Tuesdays at 7pm, starting on February 7. Contact Pastor Koepke if you plan to attend. 
 
VALENTINE’S DAY CARDS  
Choose a card for a special person from the selection available in the fellowship area. The next 
card workshop is January 31, 10 am, in fellowship area of church. Come and join us! 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
Lamb of God offers a way to let members share, receive, and pray for the needs of others.  

• You may submit a prayer request on a form via a link on our website 
(MyLambofGod.org) or via this QR code 

• You may submit a prayer request on the communication card and leave it in 
the offering plate 

• You may call the church to deliver a prayer request, 480-283-8329. 

Your prayer request will be treated with great discretion and shared with a limited group of prayer 
warriors who will consider it a gift to cover you in prayer. Names of persons requesting prayer and 
their personal situations are not open for discussion or questioned in any way.  

You may also direct that you remain anonymous when your prayer request is shared with the 
group. If your prayer request is extremely sensitive, take comfort in knowing others can still pray 
for you without knowing all the specific details of your situation. Our group will include you in 
prayer regularly and would invite you to contact the group again when you've seen God's hand 
and/or God meets your needs so that we can rejoice with you. 


