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Welcome 
Thank you for joining us for worship this evening, whether in-person or online. In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
Pastor’s Office Hours  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  
 
The Nursery Room is found next to the mailboxes. We love to include children in our worship 
services, but if you have a restless child in need of a cry-room, please feel free to use this room. 
There are speakers in the room, so you will still be able to hear the service. 
 
Restrooms are located down the hallway near the mailboxes past the Nursery.  

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

Reaching Out. Reaching Up. Reaching Across. 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Scott Arthur, Treasurer scottarthur70@gmail.com 480-695-1612 

Chad Chadderton chad@ahwatukeerealty.com 602-369-4134 

Dave Hackett daveht2k@yahoo.com 480-200-3265 

Chris Muller, Secretary chris_muller@earthlink.net 425-681-7235 

Brian Welch, President brwelch@hotmail.com  309-212-3626 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Father, open my heart to hear and believe your word, so that through faith your Son may take his 

rightful place not just in the manger, but also within my heart. In his name I pray. Amen. 
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SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS  

Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and Carols service traditionally held at 

King's College, Cambridge, England, on December 24 every year. Lessons and Carols was first 

held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of thirty-four 

had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army chaplain. 

 

WORSHIP THEME 

Welcome to worship this Christmas Eve. We trust that God will bless you in this service of 

lessons and carols/hymns. Our focus, “The Greatest Gift,” is found in every lesson and song. The 

progression of lessons and songs gradually reveals more and more about this greatest gift. 

Imagine yourself as someone who is trying to figure out the nature of God’s gift. Or, if the 

readings are not familiar to you, let the meaning of God’s gift become clearer and clearer to you 

as you hear each lesson and sing each song. 

Tonight we see God’s gift in the most unlikely of places—wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger. By trusting in what God’s gift means for us, we look forward to seeing him in heaven 

one day, where joy will fill our hearts forever! 

A SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS 

Christmas Eve -  December 24, 2020, 4PM & 6PM 

All songs in tonight’s service are public domain. 
 

THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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THE GREATEST GIFT  
 

 

OPENING SONG: Joy to the World (CW 62) 
 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
And heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness 
And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

STAND 
 

EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 
 
M: Beloved in Christ: In this Christmas season it is our duty and delight to hear again the message 

of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about, the Christ-child, lying in a manger. As we begin our worship 
today, let us come before our Lord in prayer. 

 
 Heavenly Father, we pray for ourselves and all people who worship you and your Son this holy 

night. By your holy Word, lead us to say with the angels,  
 



5 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 
 
M: We pray for your blessing upon the people of our city, our state, our nation, and our world. 
 
C: Glory to God in the highest! 
 
M: We pray for the poor and helpless, the cold and hungry, the sick and sad, that you would give 

them the joy of your salvation and the comfort of your presence. 
 
C: Glory to God in the highest! 
 
M: We pray for unbelievers and enemies of the Church, that through your Law and Gospel you 

would lead them to recognize your Son as their only hope for eternal life. 
 
C: Glory to God in the highest! 
 
M: Finally, we remember before you all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who live in greater 

light and beauty than we, that multitude which no one can number, who died in faith, and 
now praise you in your heavenly temple. We confess that we are united with them and with 
one another. 

 
C: Glory to God in the highest! 
 
M: We humbly offer up these prayers and praises in the words that Christ himself taught us. 
 
C: Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done  
 on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours  
 now and forever. Amen. 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
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CAROL: The First Noel 

“Noel” is a French word that means “Christmas.” This hymn was first published in 1823 and 
beautifully captures the wonder of the night when God’s greatest gift was born to save us. 

 
1. The first Noel the angel did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay: 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel! 
 

2. Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, 
That hath made heav’n and earth of nought, 
And with his blood mankind has bought. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel! 

 
 
MESSAGE: The Greatest Gift,  Romans 8:32 

 
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with 
him, graciously give us all things? 

 
 

GOD’S GIFT COMES THROUGH A MIRACLE  

 
FIRST READING: Luke 1:26-38 

So many of God’s ways of intervening in our world are beyond our understanding. We are blessed 
to receive God’s gift when, like Mary, we humbly accept God’s plan and marvel at it.  

 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town 
in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You 
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will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, “The 
Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a 
child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For 
no word from God will ever fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 
angel left her. 

 

CAROL: Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful (CW 55) 

Verse 2 echoes the truths that the angel announced to Mary—Jesus was the “only begotten Son of 
God the Father” and would be “born of a virgin.” 

 
1. Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels. 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

2. God from true God, and Light from Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, to earth he comes, 
Only begotten Son of God the Father. 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above. 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest. 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
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GOD’S GIFT ARRIVES  
 
SECOND LESSON: Luke 2:1-7 

God uses the mighty powers of this world to accomplish his will and to deliver his gift to an 
otherwise doomed world. 

 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register 
with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they 
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them. 

 

CAROL: Away in a Manger (CW 68) 

This simple children’s song, from late 19th century Philadelphia and Louisville, expresses the 
confidence that God’s gift gives us: “And take us to heaven to live with you there.”  

 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with you there. 
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GOD’S GIFT IS CELEBRATED  

 
THIRD LESSON: Luke 2:8-20 

The angels can’t help but celebrate God’s gift. The shepherds eagerly spread the word of this gift as 
announced by the angels. We join them, glorifying and praising God for all that we have come to 
know about God’s great gift. 
 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.”  
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 
about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had been told. 

 

CAROL:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (CW 61) 

We celebrate the gift of Christ Jesus to rescue this world from sin and death, to bring ultimate meaning into 
our lives. The well-known hymn emphasizes our rescue with these words: peace, reconciled, righteousness, 
life, healing, second birth. 
 

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all you nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”  
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2. Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail th’ incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

3. Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
CANDLE LIGHTING 

Ushers will come to your section and light one candle. Please then light the candle next to you until 
all the candles in your section are lit. Remember to tip the unlit candle and leave the lit candle 
vertical. When all the candles are lit, the lights will be dimmed. 

 

CAROL: O Holy Night Sung by soloist during candle lighting 
 

1. O holy night! The stars are brightly shining; 
It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope—the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born! 
O night, O holy night, O night divine! 

 
STAND 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

M: O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only Son, Jesus 
Christ; grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, so may we also behold him 
with sure confidence when he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

2. Truly he taught us to love one another; 
His Law is just and His Gospel is peace. 
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in his name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we; 
Let all within us praise his holy name. 
Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever! 
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! 
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! 
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BLESSING 
 

M: May he, who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill us with 
such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life.  

 And the blessing of God Almighty—the Father, the   Son, and the Holy Spirit—be upon you 
and remain with you always. 

 
C:  Amen. 
 
CAROL: Silent Night (CW 60) 

 
1. Silent night! Holy night!  

All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child.  
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace,  
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2. Silent night! Holy night!  
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar;  
Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born!  
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3. Silent night! Holy night!  
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face  
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,  
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

 

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” run from tonight through the festival of Epiphany on January 6. 

Here are our additional Christmas worship opportunities. Please, join us! 

 Sunday, December 27 at 9:30 AM - THE GIFT IS FOR ALL PEOPLE 

 Sunday, January 3 at 9:30 AM - THE GIFT IS GIVEN THROUGH GOD’S WORD 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OFFERING 

The members of Lamb of God have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and 

around the world. Visitors tonight need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 

supports our ministry. Those who do wish to participate in the Christmas offering may leave it in the 

plate on the way out of church tonight. 

 

OUR PASTOR 

Pastor Michael Koepke has served Lamb of God with a servant’s heart for the past year and a half. 

He feeds our congregation weekly with God’s Word, and leads Bible studies several times a week. If 

you would like to meet with him personally or participate in a class, please contact him. He is here 

to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  

 

THANKFUL FOR 25 YEARS 

Our congregation has existed for the past 25 years in Ahwatukee (Phoenix), Arizona. This past 

November 22, we held a celebration service marking this anniversary. We were blessed to have 

many current and previous members in attendance—both in-person and online—as well as all 

three of the pastors who have served Lamb of God over the years. We feel privileged to be a part of 

this community, and we look forward to serving the people of this growing area for years to come. 

 


