
First Sunday in Advent  November 28, 2021 

WHEN THE LORD COMES NEAR, HE HUMBLES HIMSELF  
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Welcome 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning, whether in-person or online. In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
Pastor’s Office Hours  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  
 
Children’s Room 
We love having children in our service. However, if you feel your child needs to be taken out for a 
while, you may choose to use the children’s room off the hallway near the mailboxes. We also ask 
everyone to reserve the back few rows for families with young children, making it easier to leave the 
church area if needed.  
 
 

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Scott Arthur, Treasurer scottarthur70@gmail.com 480-695-1612 

Warren Baty warren.baty@gmail.com  206-900-5857 

Dave Hackett, Property daveht2k@yahoo.com 480-200-3265 

Chris Muller, VP & Secretary chris_muller@earthlink.net 425-681-7235 

Brian Welch, President brwelch@hotmail.com  309-212-3626 
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 Advent Gathering Rite     

 
STAND 
 

INVOCATION 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS AND ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  
 
M: When God created the world, he made the crown of his creation—the human race—in his 

image. Perfect people lived in a perfect world in a perfect relationship with God. 
 
C: But mankind rebelled against God, bringing sin into the world and death to all. God declared 

the wages of sin to be death. We too are guilty, and we confess our sinful thoughts, words, 
and actions. 

 
M: However, God—who is Love—did not want to be separated from his children forever. He 

promised a Savior who would bear the punishment for sin, defeat the devil, and break the 
bonds of death. Genesis 1:26; Romans 6:23 

 
 
ALL: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Order of Service for  

THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
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M: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son. Jesus, our Savior, has paid the ransom for 

your debt; your sins are forgiven. In view of God’s mercy, today we light the hope candle. The 
Spirit declares through the psalmist, “Put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing 
love, and with him is full redemption.” 

 
C: We wait for the Lord, and in his word we put our hope. 

 Galatians 4:4,5; Psalm 130:5,7 
 
 
 
ALL: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M: In the hope of God we go to the world—to our friends, relatives, acquaintances and neighbors. 

We regard no one from a worldly point of view. If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come. All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation. 

 
C: God has committed to us the ministry of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s 

ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. Jesus, who had no sin, 
became sin for us; in him we have become the righteousness of God.      
 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

 
 
ALL: 
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 The Word     

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

 
C: Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

In response to their sin, the Lord allowed the nation of Israel to be conquered and humbled. Yet, he 
promised that from David's royal line, a Savior would come to restore God's people. 

14 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the 
people of Israel and Judah. 

15 “‘In those days and at that time 
    I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; 
    he will do what is just and right in the land. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved 
    and Jerusalem will live in safety. 
This is the name by which it will be called: 
    The Lord Our Righteous Savior.’ 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SECOND LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

When the Lord comes near on Judgment Day, his followers will be found blameless and holy. Why? 
Because Christ sustains our faith using humble means - God's Word and sacraments. 

9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our 
God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and 
supply what is lacking in your faith. 

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 
12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just 
as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in 
the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes (CW 12) 

 
Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
The Savior promised long; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
And ev'ry voice a song. 
 
He comes the captives to release, 
In Satan's prison held. 
The gates of brass before him burst; 
The iron fetters yield. 
 
He comes the broken heart to bind, 
The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of his grace 
To enrich the humble poor. 
 
Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
Your welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav'n's eternal arches ring 
With your beloved name. 

 
SERMON: The Day Is Coming, Luke 21:25-36 

25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and 
perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 People will faint from terror, apprehensive 
of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27 At that time they will 
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 When these things begin 
to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30 When they sprout leaves, 
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31 Even so, when you see these 
things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 

32 “Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the 
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come on all 
those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you 
may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before 
the Son of Man.” 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  
  and became fully human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
 He suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
 He ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
  who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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 The Prayers    

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,   
 your will be done on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
 are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
M:  Grant, O Lord, that the lips which have sung your praise may glorify you in the world; that the 

ears which have heard you speak may be open to your Word and closed to hatred and 
discord; that the tongues which have confessed your name may always speak the truth 
without fear; that all of us who have worshiped together today may be united in true love for 
each other as you have loved us in Jesus. 

 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
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C: Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN: Once In Royal David's City (CW 50) 
 

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed; 
Mary was that mother mild,  
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly  
Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
But our eyes at last shall see him through his own redeeming love, 
For that child, so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heav'n above, 
As he leads his children on  
To the place where he is gone. 
 
Not in that poor, lowly stable with the oxen standing by 
Shall we see him, but in heaven, set at God's right hand on high. 
Then like stars his children crowned,  
All in white, his praise will sound. 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, Text, Tune: public domain. 
 

Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes, Text, Tune: public domain. 
 

Once In Royal David's City, Text, Tune: public domain. 
 

OneLicense.net A-730121 & CCLI #1941416 
 

THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CHURCH DECORATING 

Everyone is welcome to help decorate the church for Christmas next Saturday, December 4, starting 
at 9am.  With plenty of help, it shouldn’t take more than two hours—but come help as long as you 
can! No need to sign up; just come by and lend a hand! 

 

NEW LIFE GROUP SESSIONS 
Forms are now available at church for the next session, January to March. If you 
would like to start a new life group or continue a group from this session, please 
complete the form and return it to Pastor by next Sunday, Dec. 5.  

 

MY PERSONAL MISSION FIELD 

Jesus said, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation" (Mark 16:15). One way 
we can do that is by inviting people to our Christmas Eve service to hear the good news that God's 
Son became man to save us. The "My Personal Mission Field" sheet is designed to help you write 
down the names of people in your life who need you to invite them to hear the good news of Jesus 
this Christmas. There are plenty of business card invitations you can use to hand to people as well, 
so grab as many as you'd like! 

 

WITNESSING TO MORMONS 

This January, there will be an opportunity to learn more about Mormonism and also witness to 
Mormons. You can participate in both the training and the witnessing, or just the training. Training 
will take place on Saturday, January 8, and Sunday, January 9, from 1:30p-5:30p at Heritage 
Lutheran Church (421 E. Ray Rd., Gilbert). Witnessing opportunities will be offered the following 
week. Pastor Mike will be attending, so contact him for more information.  

To register, visit  https://forms.gle/rwUy7DYXfmaE74cT7. 

 

CARING CARDS 

Caring Cards Ministry will meet Tuesday, November 30, at 10am in the Lamb of God fellowship 
area. 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE  
“Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant. For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:43,45). With 
these words Jesus urges us to live a life of service to others out of thankfulness for the life of service 
that he lived for us. Though we strive to serve others in every area of our life, below are some 
specific ways that you might consider serving others at Lamb of God. 
 

More details are found at mylambofgod.org/connect/serve. 
 
Serving Refreshments    
Contact: Pam Andrews, and sign up near the kitchen 
 
Ushers  (We’ll need a few extra ushers for our candlelight services in December.) 
Contact: Pastor Koepke 
 
Sunday School Helper    
Contact: Sarah Koepke 
 
Children’s Room Supervisor    
Contact: Tirsa Nel 
 
Worship Technician    
Contact: Brian Welch 
 
Worship Slide Creator    
Contact: Brian Welch 
 
Printing    
Contacts: Hennie and Tirsa Nel 


