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Welcome 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning, whether in-person or online. In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
 
Pastor’s Office Hours  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  
 
 

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

Reaching Out. Reaching Up. Reaching Across. 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Scott Arthur, Treasurer scottarthur70@gmail.com 480-695-1612 

Chad Chadderton chad@ahwatukeerealty.com 602-369-4134 

Dave Hackett daveht2k@yahoo.com 480-200-3265 

Chris Muller, Secretary chris_muller@earthlink.net 425-681-7235 

Brian Welch, President brwelch@hotmail.com  309-212-3626 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Giving Thanks for Twenty-Five Years of Grace 

 
As our annual celebration of Thanksgiving draws near, we are reminded once again of the countless 
blessings that God has given us out of his abundant grace. Today in particular, we gather as a 
church family to thank God for the 25 years of grace with which he has blessed Lamb of God. We 
gratefully acknowledge that this milestone has not been reached because of our strength or 
faithfulness, but only because of God’s faithfulness to his promises to us in his Word. We join our 
voices with Jesus in praying that God our Father would keep us faithful in hearing and living his 
Word so that we might remain united in faith and love, and so that through our ministry God might 
lead many others to join us in giving thanks to the God of all grace.  
 
OPENING HYMN: Speak, O Lord (CWS 735) 
 

1. Speak, O Lord, as we come to you  
To receive the food of your Holy Word.  
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;  
Shape and fashion us in your likeness  
That the light of Christ might be seen today  
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.  
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  
All your purposes for your glory. 
 

2.   Teach us, Lord, full obedience,  
Holy reverence, true humility.  
Test our thoughts and our attitudes  
In the radiance of your purity.  
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see  
Your majestic love and authority.  
Words of pow’r that can never fail,  
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 
 

3.   Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.  
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,  
That will echo down through eternity.  
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,  
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.  
Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built  
And you fill the earth with your glory. 
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STAND 

 
GREETING 
 
M: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
DIALOGUE OF PRAISE 
 
M: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples! Sing to 

him, sing praises to him, tell of all his wonderful works! 
 
C: The works of the Lord are great and glorious. His name is worthy of praise!   Psalm 105:1,2 

 
M: O Father Most Holy, gather us together in the name of Jesus whom the saints and angels adore 

as the Lamb on his throne and whose name is above every name, that all we do might be done 
at your bidding, 

   filled with your grace, 
   directed by your wisdom, 
   informed by your truth, 
   accomplished to your glory. 
 
C: The works of the Lord are great and glorious. His love endures forever! 
 
M: O Father Most Gracious, bring us together in the name of Jesus, that in him we might be a 

spiritual temple, that founded on him we might be built together as living stones, that in him 
we might offer to you the spiritual service 

   of praise and thanksgiving, 
   of lives lived in your love, 
   of proclaiming your words and work, 
   of sharing your gifts to us. 
 
C: The works of the Lord are great and glorious. Tell of all his wonderful deeds! 
 
M: O Father eternal, you have sent out an invitation, you have prepared a great feast that all might 

enter the courts of your presence and the mansions of your paradise. Grant to us your blessing 
and peace, that we may be  

   witnesses of your truth, 
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   the reflection of your glory, 
   the ambassadors of your kingdom. 
 
C: The works of the Lord are great and glorious. 
 May our mouths be filled with his praise! 
 
M: To you, O Father, together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God from all eternity and to all 

eternity, be glory, wisdom, power, and dominion forever. 
 
C: Alleluia!  Amen! 
 
SONG: Give Thanks 

 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. 
 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich!” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich!” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us, give thanks! 
 
(Musical Interlude) 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. 
 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich!” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong!” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich!” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us, give thanks! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Let us pray. 
 O God, you have promised to be with your Church forever. We thank you for those who 

founded Lamb of God Lutheran Church and for the signs of your favor over these past twenty-
five years. Increase our faith, knit us together in the bonds of love, and make our fellowship an 
example to all people; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

 

FIRST LESSON: Revelation 3:7, 8, 11-13  

Jesus urges us to continue holding faithfully to him and his Word, so that at last we may enjoy the 
victory he has prepared for us in heaven.  

 

7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 

These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no 
one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 8 I know your deeds. See, I have placed 
before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you 
have kept my word and have not denied my name. 

11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 12 The one 
who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will they leave it. I will 
write on them the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, 
which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on them my new 
name. 13 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

 

SONG: Let Us Give Thanks for Unknown Blessings  
 

Soloist: Let us give thanks for unknown blessings already on the way. 
 Let us give thanks for unknown blessings already on the way. 
 God holds the future, the present, and the past, 
 So let us give thanks for unknown blessings already on the way. 
 
 See the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap, 
 Yet God will give them food to eat, and God will care for us. 
 



7 

 
Congregation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Soloist: Lilies of the field, they neither toil nor spin; 
 As they are clothed in glorious light, God gives us what we need. 
 
Congregation:  Refrain 
 
Soloist: Do not fear or fret. Our lives are in God’s hands, 
 So praise and thanks should be our song to God, our hope, our home. 
 
Congregation:   Refrain 
 
Soloist: Let us give thanks for unknown blessings already on the way.    
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STAND 

 
GOSPEL LESSON: John 17:1, 13-26 

Jesus’ prayer for our congregation is that his Father would keep us faithful to his Word so that we 
might remain united in faith and love as we reach out to others with the message of God’s grace.  

 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 13 I am coming to 
you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full 
measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, 
for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take 
them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into 
the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be 
truly sanctified. 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory 
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—23 I in them and you in me—so that 
they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me. 

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the 
glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 

25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you 
have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order 
that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” 

BE SEATED 

 
HYMN: For Many Years, O God of Grace (CW 622) 

 
1. For many years, O God of grace,  
 This church has been your dwelling place 

And we your congregation. 
Upon the precious cornerstone  
Our faith is built, and Christ alone is still our one foundation. 
Today we pray: Let us greet you, Lord, and meet you 
Here with singing. All our praises to you bringing. 
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2. Here children have been born anew;  
 Their parents brought them unto you, 

Your promises confessing. 
Here many found a table spread;  
They ate Christ's body with the bread 
And drank the cup of blessing. 
Today we pray: 
Banish sadness as with gladness 
We adore you, gladly worship here before you. 
 

3. Here when the marriage vows were made,  
 Both bride and bridegroom sought your aid, 

Your love their own transcending. 
Here mourners with their troubled hearts 
Have found the peace your Word imparts, 
The joy that has no ending. 
Today we pray: 
May the story of your glory 
Here resounding Be a song of grace abounding. 

 
 
SERMON: Thanks Be to God Who Always Leads Us in Triumphal Procession in Christ 

1. He makes us the fragrance of the knowledge of him 
2. He makes us equal to the task 

 
2 Corinthians 2:14-16  

14But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us 
spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him. 15For we are to God the aroma of 
Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16To the one we are the 
smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a task?  
 

STAND 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



10 

 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
      He descended into hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Prayers and petitions are made on behalf of the Church 
 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  
 Silent prayer 
 
M: Grant that this celebration of your gracious activity in years and ages past be only the prelude 

to that far greater celebration we will enjoy forever in the joy and glory of the world to come. 
Still be our guard while troubles last and our eternal home, as we join to pray the prayer Christ 
taught us: 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,   
  your will be done on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours  
  now and forever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   
 Live in harmony with one another.   
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

 
CLOSING SONG: In Christ Alone (CWS 752)  

 
1.   In Christ alone my hope is found. He is my light, my strength, my song;  

This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My Comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

2.   In Christ alone—who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe.  
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones he came to save.  
Till on that cross, as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied;  
For ev’ry sin on him was laid. Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

3.  There in the ground his body lay, light of the world by darkness slain;  
Then bursting forth in glorious day up from the grave he rose again!  
And as he stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.  
For I am his and he is mine—bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 

4.   No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me;  
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.  
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from his hand;  
Till he returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANK YOU 
Thank you to all those who contributed to our 25th anniversary celebration, both today and 
leading up to today. We especially thank our two previous pastors, Pastor Timothy Ehlers and 
Pastor Scott Martz, for traveling from out-of-state to participate in our service today. Lamb of God 
Lutheran Church has been and continues to be truly blessed.  
 
ZOOM BIBLE STUDY  
We are continuing our Zoom Bible study of Romans on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. If you would like 
to join this week, please email Pastor Koepke for the Zoom link. Pastor@MyLambofGod.org  
 
MEN OF HIS WORD - A MEN'S CONFERENCE IN PHOENIX  
Men of His Word is a gathering of WELS pastors and lay leaders who have been holding yearly 
conferences in Minnesota and Wisconsin for over a decade. The group is now expanding to 
Arizona under the guidance of a local team of volunteers. The first conference for Men of His 
Word - Arizona will be held on January 30, 2021, in Phoenix. The conference is open to all men 
who would like to grow spiritually and be inspired by God's Word and fellowship with your fellow 
Christian brothers. For more information, visit MenofHisWord.org/Phoenix/ and click on the Early 
Bird Registration button. Registering will give you regular updates about the conference, but does 
not obligate you to attend.  
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