
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  September 19, 2021 

CROSS-BEARING WEEK 
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WELCOME 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning, whether in-person or online. In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME! 
We love having our children in the service, but when parents want a private space to attend to their 
needs during the service, we have a children’s room located near the mailboxes. We also reserve the 
back few rows in the church, should parents of young children wish to be seated there. 
 
PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  
 
 

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

Reaching Out. Reaching Up. Reaching Across. 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Scott Arthur, Treasurer scottarthur70@gmail.com 480-695-1612 

Warren Baty warren.baty@gmail.com  206-900-5857 

Dave Hackett, Property daveht2k@yahoo.com 480-200-3265 

Chris Muller, VP & Secretary chris_muller@earthlink.net 425-681-7235 

Brian Welch, President brwelch@hotmail.com  309-212-3626 
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The Gathering     
 

OPENING HYMN: Come, People of the Risen King 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
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INVOCATION  
 

M: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  
 
C: Amen.  
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

M: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 1 John 1:8-9 

 
C: For the wrong we have done, and all the good we have failed to do; for angry deeds, for 

hurtful words, for uncharitable thoughts; for self-centered living, and for failing to walk with 
humility and gentleness; for longing to have what is not ours, and for failing to give thanks for 
what is ours; for those sins we do not even remember committing:  Holy God, holy and 
mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 
M: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 

 
C: Amen. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE: Glory to God in the Highest 
 

Leader: Glory to God in the highest! Glory to God, glory to God! 
  Glory to God in the highest! Peace to his people on earth! 
 
 

Worship Notes - Confession and Absolution 

Our sins are not just little mistakes. They are a big deal. Scripture clearly states that our sin separates us 
from God and causes him to hide his face from us, so that he will not hear us (Isaiah 59:2). Therefore, before 
we go any farther in the service, we confess our sins to God, asking him to remove them so that we might 
approach him in worship and receive his blessing.  

In the absolution, the pastor “absolves,” or forgives, the sins of the congregation. He does not do this by his 
own authority, but by the authority of Christ himself, who gave his church on earth the right to forgive sins 
when he said, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven” (John 20:23). 
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Congregation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verses (sung by leader): 
 
1. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 

praise you for your glory. 
 

C: Refrain 
 
2. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

C: Refrain 
 
3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
 

C: Refrain 
 
C: Final Refrain  
 

Refrain 

( ) 

Final Refrain 
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The Word     
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving 

you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON:  1 Peter 4:12-19 

Bearing the cross does not mean suffering in general, it means the suffering that comes as a 
consequence of our relationship with Christ. We can rejoice under the cross because it means God is 
with us to bless us. 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 
insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or 
even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God 
that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it 
begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, 

“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful 
Creator and continue to do good. 
 

SONG: Surely It Is God Who Saves Me 

The congregation will sing the refrain; the leader will sing the verses. The children may come to the 
front during the final refrain. 
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1. Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing 
 from the springs of salvation. 
 And on that day you shall say, 
 “Give thanks to the Lord!” 
 and call upon his name.   Refrain 
 
2. Make his deeds known among the peoples; 
 see that they remember that his name is exalted. 
 Sing the praises of the Lord, 
 for he has done great things, 
 and this is known in all the world.   Refrain 
 
3. Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, 
 ring out your joy, 
 for the great one in the midst of you 
 is the Holy One of Israel.   Refrain twice 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 8:27-35 

The suffering Jesus endured for us and the glories he has waiting for us in heaven make us willing to 
take up our crosses and suffer for Jesus' sake in this sinful world. 

27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked 
them, “Who do people say I am?” 

28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the 
prophets.” 

29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” 

30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after 
three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. 
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33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, 
Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to 
save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  Take the World, but Give Me Jesus (CW 355) 

 
1. Take the world, but give me Jesus! 

All its joys are but a name. 
But his love abides forever, 
Through eternal years the same. 
Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
Oh, the fullness of redemption, pledge of endless life above! 
 

2. Take the world, but give me Jesus, 
Sweetest comfort of my soul. 
With the Savior watching o'er me, 
I can sing, though thunders roll. 
Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
Oh, the fullness of redemption, pledge of endless life above! 
 

3. Take the world, but give me Jesus! 
In his cross my trust shall be 
Till with clearer, brighter vision 
Face to face my Lord I see. 
Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
Oh, the fullness of redemption, pledge of endless life above!  
 

SERMON: Don't Fear the Pit, Jeremiah 38:1-6 
 
Shephatiah son of Mattan, Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Jehukal son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur 
son of Malkijah heard what Jeremiah was telling all the people when he said, 2 “This is what 
the Lord says: ‘Whoever stays in this city will die by the sword, famine or plague, but whoever 
goes over to the Babylonians will live. They will escape with their lives; they will live.’ 3 And 
this is what the Lord says: ‘This city will certainly be given into the hands of the army of the 
king of Babylon, who will capture it.’” 
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4 Then the officials said to the king, “This man should be put to death. He is discouraging the 
soldiers who are left in this city, as well as all the people, by the things he is saying to them. 
This man is not seeking the good of these people but their ruin.” 

5 “He is in your hands,” King Zedekiah answered. “The king can do nothing to oppose you.” 

6 So they took Jeremiah and put him into the cistern of Malkijah, the king’s son, which was 
in the courtyard of the guard. They lowered Jeremiah by ropes into the cistern; it had no 
water in it, only mud, and Jeremiah sank down into the mud. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.  
 The third day he rose again from the dead.  
 He ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy Christian Church,  
   the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
Dennis and Laurel Niska 
Rachel Behmer 
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 The Prayers    
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   
 Live in harmony with one another.   
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING SONG: What Grace Is Mine 
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Come People of the Risen King,  Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend Copyright © 2007 Thankyou Music   
 

Glory to God, David Haas, © 1991, 1999, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

Surely It Is God Who Saves Me, Music: Jack Noble White, © 1977, The H.W. Gray Company  
 

Take the World, But Give Me Jesus, Text: public domain. Tune: © 1980 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream IL 60188.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 
What Grace Is Mine, Text: Kristyn Getty, © 2009 by Thankyou Music; Tune: Londenderry Air 

 
OneLicense.net A-730121 & CCLI #1941416 

 
THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  

Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL & BIBLE CLASS 

Children’s Sunday School (age 3 to 6th grade) and Adult/Teen Bible study will meet today after 
church, at about 11:40am. All are welcome to stay. 

 

CALLING ALL ROMEOs 

The ROMEOs (Religious Old Men Eating Out) will have their first lunch meeting on Tuesday, 
September 21, at 12:30pm at Native Grill & Wings (1339 E Chandler Blvd, Ahwatukee). Men 
of ALL ages welcomed. Please RSVP by 09/20/2021 so we can reserve 
seating.  Email: romeos@davehackett.com   Cell phone: 480-200-326 

  

TEEN EVENT 

Sand Volleyball and Cookout for Teens - Friday, October 8 

Students in 7th grade through seniors in high school are invited to join teens at Heritage Lutheran 
Church (421 E Ray, Gilbert) for sand volleyball and a cookout on Friday, October 8, from 6pm-9pm. 
Please RSVP or get more info by calling 480-855-3619 or 
emailing heritagelutheranoffice@gmail.com. 

 

MEN'S CONFERENCE IN PHOENIX 

Men of His Word is a gathering of WELS pastors and lay leaders who have been holding yearly 
conferences in Minnesota and Wisconsin for over a decade. The group is now expanding to 
Arizona under the guidance of a local team of volunteers. The first conference for Men of His 
Word/Arizona will be held on Saturday, January 22, 2022, in Phoenix, AZ. The conference is open 
to all men who would like to grow spiritually, be inspired by God's Word, and fellowship with 
Christian brothers from the Southwest. For more information, visit MenofHisWord.org/Phoenix/ 
and click on the Early Bird Registration button. Registering will give you regular updates about the 
conference, but does not obligate you to attend. 

 

 


