
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  August 1, 2021 

Focus on the Needs of Others 
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Welcome 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning, whether in-person or online. In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
 
Pastor’s Office Hours  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  
 
 

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

Reaching Out. Reaching Up. Reaching Across. 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Scott Arthur, Treasurer scottarthur70@gmail.com 480-695-1612 

Warren Baty warren.baty@gmail.com   

Dave Hackett, Property daveht2k@yahoo.com 480-200-3265 

Chris Muller, VP & Secretary chris_muller@earthlink.net 425-681-7235 

Brian Welch, President brwelch@hotmail.com  309-212-3626 
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The Gathering     
 

OPENING HYMN: Come, People of the Risen King  

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
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INVOCATION  
 
M: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
 
C: Amen. 
  
PRAYER 
 
M: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  
 Most merciful God, 
 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

 
M: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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SONG OF PRAISE: Holy Is Your Name  
 
Leaders:  My soul is filled with joy as I sing to God my Savior: 
 You have looked upon your servant, you have visited your people. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leaders: I proclaim the pow’r of God, you do marvels for your servants; 
 Though you scatter the proud-hearted, and destroy the might of princes. 
 
C: Refrain 
 
Leaders: To the hungry you give food, send the rich away empty. 
 In your mercy you are mindful of the people you have chosen. 
 
C: Refrain 
 
Leaders: In your love you now fulfill what you promised to your people. 
 I will praise you Lord, my Savior, everlasting is your mercy. 
 
C: Refrain 

 

 

Refrain 

Congregation: 
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The Word     

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble servants, who come to you in 

Jesus’ name. Teach us always to ask according to your will that we may never fail to obtain the 
blessings you have promised; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON:  2 Kings 4:42-44 

We may think our efforts to focus on the needs of others will not amount to much, but God will 
multiply the impact of our efforts, as he did with the man in this lesson. This miracle is reminiscent 
of Jesus' greater miracle in our gospel lesson. 

42 A man came from Baal Shalishah, bringing the man of God twenty loaves of barley bread 
baked from the first ripe grain, along with some heads of new grain. “Give it to the people to 
eat,” Elisha said. 

43 “How can I set this before a hundred men?” his servant asked. 

But Elisha answered, “Give it to the people to eat. For this is what the Lord says: ‘They will eat 
and have some left over.’” 44 Then he set it before them, and they ate and had some left over, 
according to the word of the Lord. 

 

SONG: In Unity and Peace (CWS 773)  

Song leader sings the verses; congregation sings refrains. 

Congregation: 
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Leaders: 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

During the last refrain, all children in the congregation may come forward to sit on the front steps 
with pastor. 

 
GOSPEL LESSON:  John 6:1-15 

Jesus can take even our smallest acts of service - such as a tiny lunch from a little boy - and 
multiply the impact exponentially as we focus on the needs of others. 

Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of 
Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had 
performed by healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his 
disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where 
shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already 
had in mind what he was going to do. 

7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for 
each one to have a bite!” 

8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with five 
small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat 
down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and 
distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 

12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are 
left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the 
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 

14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet 
who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him 
king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  Love Is the Gracious Gift (CW 505) 

 
1. Love is the gracious gift of your goodness; 

Love is the patient fruit of your care; 
Love is the gentle work of your Spirit, 
Who is the source of love ev'rywhere. 
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2. You loved me first, Lord, sending me Jesus. 
Then I responded, trusting your Son. 
Now you invite me to love my neighbor, 
Showing your true love to ev'ryone. 
 

3. Love means forgiveness, patience, and kindness; 
Love is not jealous, boastful, or rude. 
Love endures all things, bearing, believing; 
Love hopes forever, rejoices in truth. 
 

4. Love in a marriage, love freely given, 
Love of a husband, love of a wife --  
Made to continue, blossom, and flourish, 
Grow ever deeper throughout this life. 
 

5. Love among Christians, love in the fam'ly, 
Love for the Savior, whose blood was shed, 
Love and submission one to another 
As unto Christ, who reigns as our head. 
 

SERMON: The Growth That Matters Most to God, Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16 
 

 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have 
received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 
3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it says: 

“When he ascended on high, 
  he took many captives 
  and gave gifts to his people.” 

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 
12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful 
scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the 
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mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and 
held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part 
does its work. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.  
 The third day he rose again from the dead.  
 He ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy Christian Church,  
   the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 

Worship Notes - Apostles’ Creed 

St. Paul writes, “We believe and therefore speak” (2 Corinthians 4:13).Public confession of what 
one believes is faith’s response to God’s saving Word, which we just heard in the sermon. The 
Apostles’ Creed is a succinct summary of the basic, core teachings of Christianity. It was not 
composed by the apostles, but rather was drawn from what they wrote in Scripture by inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit. The earliest form of the Apostles’ Creed was in use already in the second 
century. Therefore, speaking this creed in worship unites us with nearly 2 millennia of Christians. 
Even today, we still use the Apostles’ Creed as a basis for teaching the gospel to our children. 
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The Prayers    
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   
 Live in harmony with one another.   
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING SONG: God Be With You Till We Meet Again (CW 327) 
 

1. God be with you till we meet again, 
By his counsels guide, uphold you, 
With his sheep securely fold you - 
God be with you till we meet again. 
Till we meet, Till we meet, 
Till we meet at Jesus' feet. 
Till we meet, Till we meet -  
God be with you till we meet again. 

 
 

2. God be with you till we meet again, 
'Neath his wings protecting hide you, 
Daily manna still provide you— 
God be with you till we meet again. 
Till we meet, Till we meet, 
Till we meet at Jesus' feet. 
Till we meet, Till we meet -  
God be with you till we meet again. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Sunday School for children ages 3 through sixth grade will begin on Sunday, August 29. Rooms are 
being prepared and teachers are planning. We look forward to welcoming all children to this new 
program of instruction in God’s Word! Please invite friends and neighbors who might be looking 
for something like this for their children. 

Train up a child in the way he should go:  
and when he is old, he will not depart from it.  Proverbs 22:6 (KJV) 

 
BIBLE CLASSES 

Bible classes for teens and adults will be gearing up at the end of August. Watch for more 
information in the coming weeks for information about Bible study opportunities.  
 
 
LIFE GROUPS 

If you are interested in starting a Life Group—recreation, Bible study, or service—now is the time 
to submit your plan to Pastor. The first session will begin in September and run to mid-December. 
Your plan can target any demographic you choose (age, interest, etc.). Pastor Koepke will work 
with you to finalize your plans. Please ask if you have any questions. 
 

 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,  

not giving up meeting together... but encouraging one another… Hebrews 10:25-26 (NIV) 


