
July 5, 2020 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

PERSEVERE IN PERSECUTION 



2 

 

 

Welcome 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning, whether in-person or online. In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
 
Pastor’s Office Hours  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  
 

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Scott Arthur, Treasurer scottarthur70@gmail.com 480-695-1612 

Chad Chadderton chad@ahwatukeerealty.com 602-369-4134 

Dave Hackett daveht2k@yahoo.com 480-200-3265 

Chris Muller, Secretary chris_muller@earthlink.net 425-681-7235 

Brian Welch, President brwelch@hotmail.com  309-212-3626 
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 The Gathering     

 

OPENING HYMN: From All That Dwell Below the Skies (CW 250) 
 

1. From all that dwell below the skies 
Let the Creator's praise arise. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Let the Redeemer's name be sung 
Through ev'ry land, by ev'ry tongue. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

2. Eternal are your mercies, Lord; 
Eternal is your glorious Word. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Your praise shall sound from shore to shore 
Till suns shall rise and set no more. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
INVOCATION 

 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus  Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER 

 
M: O LORD, have compassion on your servants.  

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,  
 
C:  that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.  Psalm 90:13,14 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of 
God’s Word.  Believers respond to this divine gift with praise, thanksgiving, and prayer. 
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M: I will sing of your strength; 
 
C: in the morning I will sing of your love. 
 
M: For you are my refuge in times of trouble. 
 
C: You are my fortress, my loving God. Psalm 59:16 
 
 
A CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 

against you  and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away 
my guilt. 

 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE: You Are My All in All 
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 The Word     

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world so that your 

Church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON: Acts 23:1-11 

Once Paul persecuted Christians, then he endured a ministry filled with persecutions for Christ. Yet 
Jesus stood by him, as he stands by us in persecution, and gave Paul the courage to witness no 
matter what he faced. 

 
Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in 
all good conscience to this day.” 2 At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near 
Paul to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed 
wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by 
commanding that I be struck!” 

4 Those who were standing near Paul said, “How dare you insult God’s high priest!” 
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5 Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not 
speak evil about the ruler of your people.’” 

6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in 
the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, descended from Pharisees. I stand on trial 
because of the hope of the resurrection of the dead.” 7 When he said this, a dispute broke out 
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 (The Sadducees say 
that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees 
believe all these things.) 

9 There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up 
and argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or an 
angel has spoken to him?” 10 The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul 
would be torn to pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from 
them by force and bring him into the barracks. 

11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have testified 
about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: On Eagles’ Wings (CW 440) based on Psalm 91 
 

1. You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 
Who abide in his shadow for life, 
Say to the Lord: "My refuge, My rock in whom I trust!" 
And he will raise you up on eagle's wings, 
Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
Make you to shine like the sun, 
And hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

2. Snares of the fowler will never capture you, 
And famine will bring you no fear; 
Under his wings your refuge, his faithfulness your shield. 
And he will raise you up on eagle's wings, 
Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
Make you to shine like the sun, 
And hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

3. For to his angels he's given a command 
To guard you in all of your ways;  
Upon their hands they will bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
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And he will raise you up on eagle's wings, 
Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
Make you to shine like the sun, 
And hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 
GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 10:24-33 

The world persecuted Jesus, and it will also persecute all who follow him. But rather than give way 
to fear, Jesus gives us his courage to witness in the face of any persecution. 

 
24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for 
students to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has 
been called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household! 

26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or 
hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what 
is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body 
but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in 
hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
outside your Father’s care. 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So 
don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.” 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Be Still, My Soul (CW 415) 

 

1. Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In ev'ry change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav'nly friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 

2. Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 
To guide the future as he has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while he lived below. 
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3. Be still, my soul, though dearest friends depart 

And all is darkened in the vale of tears; 
Then you will better know his love, his heart, 
Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 
From his own fullness all he takes away. 
 

4. Be still, my soul; the hour is hast'ning on 
When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

 
 
SERMON:  Jeremiah 20:7-13 

 

7 You deceived me, Lord, and I was deceived; 
    you overpowered me and prevailed. 
I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me. 
8 Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. 
So the word of the Lord has brought me insult and reproach all day long. 
9 But if I say, “I will not mention his word or speak anymore in his name,” 
his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. 
I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot. 
10 I hear many whispering, “Terror on every side! 
    Denounce him! Let’s denounce him!” 
All my friends are waiting for me to slip, saying, 
“Perhaps he will be deceived; then we will prevail over him and take our revenge on him.” 

11 But the Lord is with me like a mighty warrior; 
    so my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. 
They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; 
    their dishonor will never be forgotten. 
12 Lord Almighty, you who examine the righteous and probe the heart and mind, 
let me see your vengeance on them, for to you I have committed my cause. 

13 Sing to the Lord! Give praise to the Lord! 
He rescues the life of the needy from the hands of the wicked. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
      He descended into hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 The Prayers    

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 
M: Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from your 

gracious hand. We come before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its 
people.  

 
C: We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you without fear. 
 
M: You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, the beauty of forest and 

mountain, and the marvels of medicine and science. 
 
C: For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you. 
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M: Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liberties. Enable our leaders to 
govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Protect those who serve in the armed 
forces and those who maintain peace and safety in our communities. 

 
C: Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the common good. 
 
M: Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless our fields that they may 

produce abundant harvests. Guard us from calamities of nature and accident, and spare our 
land from the ravages of disease and epidemic. 

 
C: Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 
 
M: Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and wives to love each 

other, parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume responsibility, and children to 
show respect. 

 
 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  
 Silent prayer. 
 
M: To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests. 
 
C: Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. 
 
M: Hear us now as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,   
  your will be done on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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From All That Dwell Below the Skies, Text and tune: public domain 
 

You Are My All in All, by Dennis L. Jernigan,  
© 1990, Shepherd's Heart Music, Inc. (admin. PraiseCharts.com) 

 
On Eagles’ Wings, text and tune by Michael Joncas; ©  1983 Coronet Press.  

Reprinted by permission of the publisher. Sole Representative, Theodore Presser Company.  
 

Be Still My Soul, text: public domain; tune: © Breitkopf & Härtel, Wiesbaden. Used by permission.  
 

God Bless Our Native Land, Text and tune: public domain 
 

OneLicense.net A-730121 & CCLI #1941416 
 

THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   
 Live in harmony with one another.   
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING SONG: God Bless Our Native Land (CW 619) 

 
1. God bless our native land! 

Firm may she ever stand 
Through storm and night! 
When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do thou our country save 
By thy great might. 
 

2. For her our prayers shall rise 
To God above the skies; 
On him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, 
To thee aloud we cry, 
God save the state! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BIBLE STUDY 
We continue with our 19-minute Bible study this morning starting at 10:45. Please join us. 
 
 
25th ANNIVERSARY PLANS 
There will be a kickoff meeting on Sunday, July 12, for planning Lamb of God’s 25th Anniversary 
celebration. We are looking for individuals willing to help us plan/coordinate that event. The 
tentative date for the event is Sunday, October 18. If you are interested in being involved in some 
way, please plan to attend the July 12 meeting. 
 
 
MID-YEAR COLLECTION 
Over the next several weeks, we will be collecting items for Arizona Sunshine Angels, a non-profit 
organization that provides support for foster children living in group homes within the Phoenix 
metropolitan area.  

There is a box in the church fellowship area through this month. Items will be delivered to the 
general collection center in Glendale at the end of July. See the Needs/Wishes list below for ideas.  

If you have any questions, call Tirsa Nel at 480-648-6115. Thank you! 
 
NEEDS & WISHES - These are all on-going for the children. 
• backpacks & school supplies 
• journals & photo albums (small) 
• toys like Legos, Matchbox cars, decks of cards 
• bath scrubbies & body wash, deodorant, feminine hygiene products, shampoo & conditioner, 

toothbrushes & toothpaste 
• chapstick, hand & body lotion (small size) 
• brushes, combs, hair accessories (girls) 
• clothing (summer/winter), socks & shoes (boys & girls)     
• gift cards (places to eat, movies) 


