
Second Sunday of Lent  February 28, 2021 

THE BATTLE UNDER THE CROSS  
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Welcome 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning, whether in-person or online. In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
 
Pastor’s Office Hours  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  
 
 
Communion  
The Lord’s Supper will be offered to our members during the service this morning. If you wish to 
receive communion privately at another time, please contact Pastor Koepke.  
 
 

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

Reaching Out. Reaching Up. Reaching Across. 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Scott Arthur, Treasurer scottarthur70@gmail.com 480-695-1612 

Warren Baty warren.baty@gmail.com   

Dave Hackett, Property daveht2k@yahoo.com 480-200-3265 

Chris Muller, VP & Secretary chris_muller@earthlink.net 425-681-7235 

Brian Welch, President brwelch@hotmail.com  309-212-3626 
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The Gathering     
 

 
OPENING HYMN: How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of 
God’s Word.  Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
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INVOCATION 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION 
 
M: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 Most merciful God, 
 
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways. To the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION 
 
M: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
C: Amen. 
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M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: Holy Is Your Name  
 
Leaders:  My soul is filled with joy as I sing to God my Savior: 
 You have looked upon your servant, you have visited your people. 
 
 
C: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leaders: I proclaim the pow’r of God, you do marvels for your servants; 
 Though you scatter the proud-hearted, and destroy the might of princes. 
 
C: Refrain 
 
Leaders: To the hungry you give food, send the rich away empty. 
 In your mercy you are mindful of the people you have chosen. 
 
C: Refrain 
 
Leaders: In your love you now fulfill what you promised to your people. 
 I will praise you Lord, my Savior, everlasting is your mercy. 
 
C: Refrain 
 

Refrain 
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The Word     

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both 

outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil 
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 28:10-17 

Jacob's cross of having to flee from his family was due to his own sin against his brother Esau, which 
likely made it heavier to bear. Yet God drew near to Jacob with his forgiveness and his promises, 
giving Jacob strength to bear up under his cross. 

10 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he reached a certain place, he stopped for 
the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and 
lay down to sleep. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top 
reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 There above 
it stood the Lord, and he said: “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of 
Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants 
will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north 
and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15 I am with 
you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 

16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not 
aware of it.” 17 He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the 
house of God; this is the gate of heaven.” 

 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 5:1-11 

The crosses that we endure for following Christ are actually blessings, because they produce in us a 
godly character that clings to God's forgiving grace in Christ and looks forward in hope to eternal life. 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; 
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and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly 
dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 
wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through 
the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his 
life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received reconciliation. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  Take the World, but Give Me Jesus (CW 355) 

 
1.  Take the world, but give me Jesus! 

All its joys are but a name. 
But his love abides forever, 
Through eternal years the same. 
Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
Oh, the fullness of redemption, pledge of endless life above! 
 

2. Take the world, but give me Jesus, 
Sweetest comfort of my soul. 
With the Savior watching o'er me, 
I can sing, though thunders roll. 
Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
Oh, the fullness of redemption, pledge of endless life above! 
 

3. Take the world, but give me Jesus! 
In his cross my trust shall be 
Till with clearer, brighter vision 
Face to face my Lord I see. 
Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
Oh, the fullness of redemption, pledge of endless life above! 
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SERMON: Take Up Your Cross, Mark 8:31-38 
                  

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and 
after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began 
to rebuke him. 

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, 
Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to 
save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 
36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can 
anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in 
his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 

 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers    
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  
 Prayers and petitions are made on behalf of the Church. 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

 Silent prayer. 
 
M: Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we join to pray the prayer he taught us: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,   
  and the glory are yours 
  now and forever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
M: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 
C: Amen.  
 
DISTRIBUTION 

Lamb of God follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that only 
members of Lamb of God partake of the sacrament. Our pastor is eager to talk with anyone 
who would like to commune with us in the future!  

 
PRAYER 
 
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   
 Live in harmony with one another.   
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING SONG: What Grace Is Mine  
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How Deep the Father’s Love for Us, by Stuart Townend, © 1995 Thankyou Music (PRS) 
(admin. worldwide by EMI CMG Publishing excluding Europe which is admin. by kingswaysongs.com).  

 
Holy Is Your Name, Arr. by David Haas © 1989 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 

 
Take the World, but Give Me Jesus, Text: public domain. Tune: © 1980 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream IL 60188.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
 

What Grace Is Mine, by Kristyn Getty, 2008 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)  
 

OneLicense.net A-730121 & CCLI #1941416 
 

THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE LIFE OF JESUS: LUKE 
If you would like to join the Wednesday evening Zoom Bible discussion on Luke at 7pm, email 
Pastor Koepke and he’ll share this week’s link with you. All are welcome. 
 
 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Our Sunday morning Bible class continues today with a study of the different Christian 
denominations from a Lutheran perspective. We are now offering this class on Zoom for those at 
home and online. The Zoom link was included in this week’s email. 
 
 
CARING CARDS 
Our Lamb of God Card Ministry meets on Tuesday, March 2, at 10am at Lamb of God. This is an 
open invitation for any and all interested in making handmade cards for our ministry.  
 
 
FIRST STEPS TO SCHOOL - EMMANUEL LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL & KDG 
Sonshine Preschool & Emmanuel Lutheran School's preschool and kindergarten open house, First 
Steps to School, will be held on Saturday, March 6, starting at 9am at 715 West Southern Ave, 
Tempe, AZ 85282. This event is by appointment only. Families are invited to meet the teachers, 
visit the classrooms, and learn about the school in a safe manner (masks required). For more 
information or to schedule your appointment, contact Mrs. Amber Bode 480-694-4698. 
 


