
January 24, 2021 Third Sunday after the Epiphany  

RELIEF FROM WORLDLY ATTACHMENTS 
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Welcome 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning, whether in-person or online. In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  
 
 
Pastor’s Office Hours  
If you would like to meet with Pastor Koepke, please contact him to make an appointment. Our 
pastor is here to serve both Lamb of God members and our community.  
 
 
Communion  
The Lord’s Supper will be offered to our members during the service this morning. If you wish to 
receive communion privately at another time, please contact Pastor Koepke.  
 
 

Pastor@MyLambofGod.org 
MyLambofGod.org 

599 E. Chandler Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Pastor Michael Koepke 
Church Phone: 480-283-8329  

Cell Phone: 623-419-4303 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

Reaching Out. Reaching Up. Reaching Across. 

COUNCIL MEMBER EMAIL PHONE 

Scott Arthur, Treasurer scottarthur70@gmail.com 480-695-1612 

Warren Baty warren.baty@gmail.com   

Dave Hackett, Property daveht2k@yahoo.com 480-200-3265 

Chris Muller, VP & Secretary chris_muller@earthlink.net 425-681-7235 

Brian Welch, President brwelch@hotmail.com  309-212-3626 
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The Gathering     
 

OPENING HYMN: Creation Sings the Father’s Song 

DIVINE SERVICE 
This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s 
Word and the sacrament. Believers respond to this divine gift with praise, thanksgiving, and prayer. 
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INVOCATION 
 
M: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ  and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION 
 
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
ABSOLUTION 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 
all your sins  in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: You Are My All in All 
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The Word     

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with authority.  Anoint 

us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the 
brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON: 1 Kings 19:19-21 
God grants Elisha relief from worldly attachment by shaping Elisha’s will so that he willingly 
sacrifices all his worldly possessions to pursue God’s will for his life. 
 

19 So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke 
of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak 
around him. 20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother 
goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come with you.” 

“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?” 

21 So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned 
the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set 
out to follow Elijah and became his servant. 
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SONG: Where Your Treasure Is (CWS 757) 
 Congregation will sing the refrains; song leaders will sing the verses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. What do you gain from all your worry,  

What you should eat or what to wear?  
There is no peace in stress or hurry.  
Do you not know that you are held within God’s care? Refrain  
 

2. Look at the ravens high above you.  
They do not work their whole life through,  
And yet God feeds them and protects them.  
So how much more will God protect and care for you? Refrain 
 

3.   Behold the lilies in their splendor.  
In grace and beauty they are dressed,  
And yet so soon their bloom is faded.  
So how much more will those who look to God be blessed? Refrain 
 

4. O little flock, do not be frightened;  
Yours is the kingdom of the Lord.    
Give your possessions to the needy;     
Obtain a treasure in God’s heaven safely stored. Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON:  1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
God grants us relief from worldly attachment by showing us that the things of this earth will 
eventually pass away, but the eternal treasures he gives us through Christ will last forever. 

 
29 What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the time is short. From now on those who have 
wives should live as if they do not; 30 those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy, 
as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 31 those who use 
the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing 
away.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  What Is the World to Me (CW 477) 
 

1. What is the world to me with all its vaunted pleasure 
When you and you alone, Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 
You only, dearest Lord, my soul's delight shall be; 
You are my peace, my rest. What is the world to me! 
 

2. The world seeks to be praised and honored by the mighty, 
Yet never once reflects that they are frail and flighty. 
But what I truly prize above all things is he, 
My Jesus, he alone. What is the world to me! 
 

3. The world seeks after wealth and all that money offers, 
Yet never is content though gold should fill its coffers. 
I have a higher good; content with it I'll be; 
My Jesus is my wealth—what is the world to me! 
 

4. What is the world to me! My Jesus is my treasure, 
My life, my health, my wealth, my friend, my love, my pleasure, 
My joy, my crown, my all, my bliss eternally. 
Once more then I declare: What is the world to me! 
 

SERMON: Following Means Leaving, Mark 1:14-20 
 
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 
15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the 
good news!” 

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out 
to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 
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19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a 
boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee 
in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers    

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  
 Prayers and petitions are made on behalf of the Church 
 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  
 Silent prayer. 
 
M: Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, in whose name we join to pray the prayer he taught us:  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,   
  your will be done on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,   
  as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
M: Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 

C: Amen.  
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DISTRIBUTION 
Lamb of God follows the historic Christian practice of close communion. We ask that only 
members of Lamb of God partake of the sacrament. Our pastor is eager to talk with anyone 
who would like to commune with us in the future!  

 
PRAYER 
 
M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   
 Live in harmony with one another.   
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 

 
CLOSING SONG: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (CWS 771) 
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Creation Sings the Father’s Song,  Keith & Kristyn Getty & Stuart Townend Copyright © 2008 Thankyou Music (Adm. by 
CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com)  

 
You Are My All in All, Dennis Jernigan © 1990, Shepherd's Heart Music, Inc. (admin. PraiseCharts.com) 

 
Where Your Treasure Is, Text (st. 1-3 and tune): Luke 12:22-34, alt. Marty Haugen © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Text (st. 4): Michael Schultz, © 2006 Michael Schultz. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
What Is the World to Me, Text and Tune: public domain.  

 
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, Text and Tune: Kathleen Thomerson © 1970, 1975 Celebration. All rights reserved.  

Used by permission. 
 

OneLicense.net A-730121 & CCLI #1941416 
 

THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE LIFE OF JESUS: LUKE 
Our Wednesday Zoom Bible study has resumed. If you would like to join the discussion this week, 
it’s not too late! Just email Pastor Koepke and he’ll share this week’s link with you. All are 
welcome. 
 
 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Our Sunday morning Bible class continues today with a study of the different Christian 
denominations from a Lutheran perspective. We are now offering this class on Zoom for those at 
home and online.  
 
 
TAX STATEMENTS 
The 2020 Tax Statements are ready. The signed statements will be put in the member mailboxes 
at church. Members who would like a copy emailed to them should send a request to 
Treasurer@mylambofgod.org. 
 
 


