
Celebrating the Past, Looking Toward the Future
By Rev. Ginger Bassford, Senior Pastor

This past year we had a wonderful time celebrating our 
40th anniversary. But even before our anniversary, we 
celebrated a multitude of accomplishments including 
the implementation of our new Church Management 
Software that allows us to follow up with members and 
guests, having all of our staff in place and having our new 
website up and running. As you go through these pages, 
you will read more about the miracles of God in this place. 
But first I want to tell you a story . . .

“Not an equal share – but an equal sacrifice.”
These eight words changed the life of the Bassford family in a way we never dreamed possible. It was during a capital 
campaign at our church that we were asked to pray these eight words in a prayer. The end result was that Ken and 
I gave considerably more than the full tithe we annually pledged. With that, we stepped into the world of sacrificial 
giving. But more, we stepped into the realm of God’s abundant generosity. 

I tell you this because this church started 2017 over $30,000 in the red. As December began, that deficit had 
grown to $82,000 despite making deep cuts in staff compensation at the beginning of the year. But at the stroke 
of midnight on December 31, we were in the black by over $8,500! How did that happen? Because of people 
who sacrificially gave to fulfill their commitments and who gave above and beyond their normal contributions. 
For some, that means they gave “something.” For others, that means they gave A LOT. The gifts in between are as 
diverse as the givers of the gifts. But I believe we ended the year in the black because of prayer and because we 
sacrificially gave. “Thank you” to those who gave, and “thank you” to all who gave sacrificially. 

So what is next in 2018? 
We are praying for another miracle in 2018 — that the miracle not just be in the last 2-3 weeks of the year but 
that giving evens out throughout the year. We are praying that our lives will be transformed through the sacrificial 
giving of our members and visitors alike, as we seek to increase our overall number of giving families and as each 
family increases their pledge by 1-2%. 

We believe in miracles! We also believe that God calls us to step up when we are challenged. The choice is ours. 
What is next for 2018? 

St. Barnabas United Methodist Church



Mission and Serving

A Passion for Serving
“Feed the hungry, and help those in 
trouble. Then your light will shine out 
from the darkness, and the darkness 
around you will be as bright as noon.”  
   Isaiah 58:10

Our church is passionate about 
serving and making a difference in 
both our local community and world, 
giving over $59,000 to mission 
needs in 2017. The infographic on 
the next page illustrates some of the 
big projects, but that’s not the whole 
picture. Our youth spent part of their 
summer working with Central Texas 
Conference Youth in Mission, and 
other areas of service included:

• Helping make over 770 quilts 
for Cook Children’s Hospital;

• Helping build a new Habitat for 
Humanity home;

• Donating gift cards for Arlington 
Urban Ministries;

• Preparing meals for Arlington 
Life Shelter;

• Assembling 50 Cleaning 
Buckets for hurricane relief.

One of the year’s biggest shifts 
came with our new partnership with 
Polytechnic United Community 
Center in Fort Worth  It began with 
CTC Serve Week in September when 
50 members from our congregation 
went to the center to serve in a 
variety of roles. The partnership 
continued when we revamped 
our Angel Tree program to benefit 
children served by the center. Finally, 
the year ended with our church 
family hosting a Christmas party at 
the center with food, games and gift 
wrap assistance for parents.

Leaving a Legacy of Love
By Judy Zacharias

After my husband Bill died four years ago, I felt like my life 
had sort of come to an end and nothing really interested me.  
I felt like I was just going through the motions of everyday 
life. When the opportunity came along to go on a mission 
trip, I thought why not. We read all about Rainbow Network 
and how it was changing lives in Nicaragua. After months of 
feeling nothing, I started to get interested in this organization 
and all the excitement and passion they have for what they 
do. After the first trip to Nicaragua, I was hooked. Seeing what 
a difference Rainbow Network was making in so many lives 
made me want to do something that would make a difference 
in someone’s life. 

The next year I couldn’t wait to go back to Nicaragua. We got 
so much more involved with the people. They invited us to 
visit their homes, and seeing those homes broke my heart. I 
was learning to love these people and their way of life. I saw 
that love and happiness aren’t about having “things” but about 
family, community, thankfulness and seeing God in a new way! 

The last trip, we trekked up to a mountain top, and I realized 
why God had led me there. I am leaving my legacy to this world 
God made for us. I purchased that land, and we will build a new 
community for the people I have come to love. We are well on 
our way to seeing our dream for the community of Granadillo 
Dos become a reality. I have Rainbow Network to thank for 
this new element of love that they have brought into my life.



Nicaragua Mission
$36,200 given toward 
building houses for 
those in need through 
Rainbow Network.

Arlington Charities
Donated 135 bags of 
groceries and $1,224 to 
buy turkeys to feed those 
in need at Thanksgiving.

Open Arms Clinic
$10,000 raised through 
the Women’s Ministry 
Auction and Luncheon 
plus $8,030 given through 
designated giving.

Hurricane Relief
$10,885 donated to 
help those affected by 
the 2017 hurricanes.

Polytechnic UCC
Provided Christmas gifts to 62  
children served by Polytechnic 
United Community Center.

In 2018, we plan to build on our relationship with Polytechnic 
United Community Center, seeking ways to serve those in 
need. Two possibilities are bringing  Vacation Bible School and a 
summer reading program to the children served by the center. 

We also dream our adults will follow the example of our youth 
and get involved with the Appalachia Service Project, repairing 
homes for low-income families in rural Central Appalachia. You 
can learn more at asphome.org.

Total Mission Giving = $59,136



Children and Families

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”
            Matthew 10:14
Our programs for children and families probably offer us the best opportunity to 
connect with our community and those outside our church walls, inviting them 
into our doors to learn more about St. Barnabas and spreading the good news of 
Jesus Christ. And, that certainly happened in 2017! Our amazing volunteers made 
it possible for 250 children to be on our campus for Vacation Bible School in June, 
spending a week learning about the Bible and how to be a super hero for God. Then 
at Fall Family Fun Fest, our parking lots and buildings were overflowing with 1,000 
children, parents and grandparents enjoying a variety of games, activities, treats and 
making new friends.

We’ve also worked to intentionally connect with our Early Education Center 
families, including them in Parents Night Out and making sure they know about 
other opportunities for children on our campus. Our church staff also leads a music 
time for the EEC children each week where they learn the same songs the children’s choir learns at Midweek. The 
EEC kids then have the opportunity to sing with the children’s choir in worship on designated Sundays.

Other changes in 2017 included increasing discipleship opportunities for our children through the introduction 
of Children’s Church for Pre-K through 1st grade during the 10:50 and 11:00 a.m. worship times. The children’s 
lesson relates to what the adults are learning in worship but at their own level of understanding.

Touching a Child’s Life
In ministry, you don’t always know what is going to 
touch a child in a special way. After teaching a Sunday 
School lesson that included decorating a pillowcase 
with a Bible verse and what that verse meant to each 
child, Alyssa Lawther, our Director of Children’s 
Discipleship, received this text from a mom:

“This guy has always had a hard time sleeping. He’s overly 
anxious, afraid, overstimulated, overwhelmed . . . you 
name it. He told me tonight that this pillowcase makes him 
feel safe and loved. Thank you. I hope you know what a 
blessing you are to our church and our children.”

In 2018, we plan to continue to enrich 
our relationship with our Early Education 
Center, offering these families new ways 
to connect with our church.



What’s Next Youth?

With Kaitlyn Jackson, our new Director of Youth Discipleship, now in 
place, Sunday School attendance has increased for both junior high and 
high school, up 150%. And, Wednesday night Connect Groups have 
engaged our youth in such a positive way that they are bringing their 
friends with them . . . and the friends are coming back week after week, 
growing from just 3 participants to 12 in a few weeks!

What’s next for youth? In one word: LEADERSHIP. The goal is to 
intentionally begin to teach our youth how to lead, whether that is in 
worship, small groups or in the community.

What’s Next Adults?

In addition to our regular Bible studies and classes, this past fall we launched a new small-group initiative called 
Connect Groups. Connect Groups differ from Sunday School and Bible Study through their focus on developing 
life-giving relationships with a few others and by focusing on living out and growing our faith one day at a time. More 
than a chance to get to know other people we don’t often cross paths with at St. Barnabas, Connect Groups create a 
space where we share life together with Christ at the center. Phase 2 of Connect Groups begins this February.

We also created a new Adult Discipleship Council for 2018. This council has the primary responsibility for 
coordinating the educational opportunities at St. Barnabas. They make sure that all the various educational 
groups of our church are working in tandem with each other. These lay leaders will determine how to fill “gaps” 
in our educational training and in age groups that are inadequately covered.

What’s Next Congregational Care?

This year we expanded Congregational Care to include a home repair ministry for those unable to do the work 
themselves. We also expanded our food ministry and created a dedicated prayer team. During 2018, we plan to 
expand our home visitation and communion team through focused training so that we can stay more connected 
to those who are ill, recovering from surgery or homebound.

The delivery of meals was wonderful and took a burden off my husband! Also, the deliverer, Amy Harsha, 
brought with the meal such kindness and feelings of love! It was such a blessing! — Ginger Reames



By Rev. Mike Rodden, Associate Pastor

“One-tenth of the produce of the land, whether grain from the fields or fruit from the trees, belongs to the 
Lord and must be set apart to him as holy.” Leviticus 27:30

Honestly, it isn’t easy for any of us to carve space in our already full budgets to become more generous to 
support the ministry and budget of St. Barnabas. That kind of giving really is sacrificial and happens only when 
we’re dedicated, when we change habits and when we believe in the ministry and good this church does in 
people’s lives. That kind of ministry and good inspires others. It changes the lives of people in our city, in our 
neighborhoods, in our classrooms and in the places we work. And, in the process, it changes our lives too. 

Ever notice there are no inspiring stories of accumulation, but there are countless 
inspiring stories of sacrifice?
We’ve noticed that too. Since the beginning of St. Barnabas, generous people have chosen to give 10% of their 
income because they believe this church can have that kind of impact, that our ministries partnered with God 
can have that kind of power. God has used their faithfulness to change lives!

During the season of Lent, people let things go or they pick things up.
That tradition comes from a desire to follow Jesus in the practice of sacrifice because we know Jesus’ sacrifice 
has had an incredible impact. This Lent you’re invited to practice sacrifice and take part in what God is doing 
through St. Barnabas by taking the six-week 10 for Them Challenge. 
 

For the six weeks of Lent this year, consider becoming radically, sacrificially generous by 
giving 10% of your income as a spiritual practice. 

What would that look like? Between now and Ash Wednesday, you are encouraged to pray and plan. Pray that 
this challenging commitment would help you connect with God, connect with each other and connect with the 
world in new and meaningful ways. Then look at your budget and see what you’d need to sacrifice for six weeks 
to make that radical generosity possible. And, that means hard choices.
 
Then, during Lent, give. Support that giving with prayer, meditation and special attention to the difference St. 
Barnabas can make for the people beyond its walls. Imagine how we together can connect, grow and serve 
together to make a difference for the future of our children, our families, our neighbors and those we don’t even 
know yet.

Lisa and I will be praying and giving alongside you. We plan to continue our full 10% commitment during Lent as we 
prayerfully consider other ways to increase that generosity. In addition, we plan to talk to our boys about why 
generosity to God and to our church makes a difference as we put God first and partner with God in ministry.

If you’re ready to take a step up for six weeks and take part in what God is doing through St. Barnabas, take the 
10 for Them Challenge with us. Sign up to become sacrificially generous. It won’t be easy, but I have no doubt 
God will use what we offer in remarkable, life-changing ways.

www.sbumc.org/10forthem

Are you up for the challenge?



Where does my money go?

Our annual stewardship campaign drives the preparation of a budget which supports the day-to-day, lifeblood activities 
of our church operations. Financial support for our staff is one of the vital opportunities we have to demonstrate our 
appreciation for their hard work. Each of us “plugs” into the church family in a different way, but we all have the pleasure 
at one time or another to witness the dedication of our staff. With the current staff, we are well-positioned to attain 
our growth goals for 2018 and beyond. Please pray about your participation this year and consider how you can begin 
supporting or continue supporting the St. Barnabas staff and growth goals. ―  Julie Clifford, SPR Committee
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Apportionments

The pie chart below gives a realistic, visual representation of how the expense budget was allocated in 2017. But 
it doesn’t tell the whole story. When you give to the life and mission of St. Barnabas, where does that money go?

Every church has expenses that they have little control over, but if unpaid, the church doors don’t stay open:
• Conference Apportionments   • Facilities Insurance
• Building Mortgage and Interest  • Utilities

Your giving also pays for staff salaries. At St. Barnabas, we have amazing volunteers who handle a variety of duties, 
from answering the phone to mowing the lawn, that free our staff up to do other tasks. Yet, many of our staff still 
work more hours than they are paid for to ensure administrative tasks, worship and programming run smoothly.

In addition, your giving allows us to invite our community in for big events like Vacation Bible School, Fall Family 
Fun Fest and our Easter Egg Hunt. But your giving also covers “less glamorous” items you may not even think 
about, like the paper and copier needed to produce bulletins each Sunday or the sheet music our choir and 
handbells purchase to enhance the quality of music in worship.

So, what’s next for 2018? That all depends on YOU. What you commit to give will affect how we can connect to 
God, to each other and to the world in 2018 and beyond. 



When we join the Methodist Church, we vow to faithfully participate in its ministries by our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service and our witness. Alongside that vow, our Leadership Council has set goals for 
2018 to increase our attendance by 10%, work toward 25 new professions of faith and increase our overall 
giving as each family is encouraged to increase their annual pledge by 1-2%.

The diagram below shows the actual number of St. Barnabas member families and their weekly giving level during 
2017. If each household that gave in 2017 increased their giving by the cost of just one casual dinner out for four 
each week ($35), our capacity to connect, grow and serve would be increased by over $690,000 annually! Where 
are you on this diagram? Are you ready to step up for 2018?

1. Please prayerfully consider what you can give during 2018. 
2. Complete the enclosed Commitment of Generosity Card. Bring or mail the card to the church by  

February 11, Consecration Sunday, and stay after worship for a Chili Cook-Off celebration that day.

Sharing this estimate of giving enables our leaders to make decisions for our future and ensures that your 
sacrifice goes as far as possible toward our mission of connecting to God, to each other and the world.

Step Up in 2018

Generosity changes everything.

2017 Chart of Member Giving
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