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Introduction 
 
This is the final week! You’ve learned about the 6 asset categories, 
filled your asset map, made connections in the community, and now 
it is time to celebrate! As your group closes we hope you will share 
what you’ve learned. An asset map is a gift that is meant to be 
shared! It has transformed your group into a powerhouse of 
relationships that can be a valuable asset for other churches, 
neighborhood associations, and local government. Each connection 
on the asset map represents a relationship and all of those 
relationships are rooted with stories. Celebrate the gifts of your 
neighborhood and tell its story through the lens of abundance! 
 

Story 
 
One time, Catherine and I (Matt) hosted a group that was visiting 
the neighborhood. We spent countless hours organizing neighbors 
to facilitate workshops, prepare food, and teach the group about 
asset-mapping. There were a lot of snags along the way. Some 
facilitators offered to help but then had to back out. Our budget was 
tight and unexpected costs came up a few times. Weather was 
unpredictable and threatening to cancel the whole thing. 

 

The event itself was good. 
Facilitators followed-
through on their 
commitment, the budget 
worked out, and the 
weather cooperated. The 
group had a positive 
learning experience. But I 
must admit, that when the 
group rolled away to go 
home I was wiped out. 
“Time” magazine didn’t 
show up to interview us as 
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the “Most Influential Non-Profit in America.” I was so tired, I was 
honestly having doubts about the value of our work. 
 

That evening, Catherine and I sat down with a glass of wine to 
debrief and recall what had happened during the experience. As we 
looked back over all the conversations we had with neighbors, all 
the things we had learned about them (and they about us), and 
ways that God seemed to be at work strengthening our community, 
I could feel life and energy coming back into my body. By the time 
we had finished counting those victories (and before I had finished 
my wine), we were ready to do it all over again! 
 

That’s the power of celebration. 
 

Why 
 
Asset mapping and connecting assets are hard work. The benefits 
can be small and slow to discover. That’s why it is so important to 
keep telling the story. Jesus tells us the kingdom of God unfolds like 
yeast mixed into a loaf of bread. We can’t always see what is 
happening and whatever is happening is happening slowly. How do 
we deal with that? We talk about how delicious the previous loaf of 
bread was, while we wait for the next one. 
 

Any time we have organized an event which allows people to 
showcase their gifts and the assets of our neighborhood, it is hard 
work. It takes a lot of time and energy. And sometimes when we get 
to the end of it, the benefits aren’t obvious. 
 

Celebration can take many forms, however, one very helpful 
element is telling the story of what happened and prayerfully 
looking for ways God was at work in the adventure. Remember: 
celebration produces joy, and joy makes us stronger. We’ll need 
strength to resist cultural norms. 
 

Also, celebration is pretty contagious--so look for ways to tell your 
story to others. Let other people get in on the joy and look for 
opportunities to move forward! You never know how sharing your 
story and celebrating with others will strengthen and encourage the 
people around you. 
 
 

 
 
 
Need more 
neighboring 
ideas? 
 

Did you know that 
we offer a weekly 
neighboring tip 
called the 52 Weeks 
of Neighboring? 
 
If you want to keep 
on neighboring sign 
up today at: 

 
neighboring 

movement.org         
/52won 
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Fishes and Loaves 

 
Each week we have dived a little deeper into the story of Jesus feeding 
the 5000. As we close I want to remind you of Jesus’ words to the 
disciples when he asked them how to feed the people, “You give them 
something to eat.” 
 

In the end, nothing we’ve done here is really that complicated. The 
difficult part isn’t understanding the process it is ACTING. If we 
reimagine the conversation from the story it might sound like this, 
 

Church: Our neighborhoods are full of isolated people, they are hungry 
for community and connection. Jesus, what do we do? 
 

Jesus: You connect them! 
 

I know my temptation is to hear about a good idea and simply leave it at 
that..an idea. The miracle isn’t knowing that they are hungry, the miracle 
is taking action with an abundant God to get them fed. The Asset Map is 
really only a tool for creating and nurturing relationships in the 
neighborhood. In Lab 4 we will explore ways that a church can build this 
work into their normal operation and mission, but for now remember all 
the relationships created in the Asset Map require your action. Don’t stop 
just because the Lab is done. Find ways to be the connector church and 
keep on mapping! 
 

Experiment 
 

In the final week, we want you to celebrate the work you’ve done by 
sharing stories and finding ways to use your asset maps. As you share 
the Asset Map remember that the information it holds is really a 
representation of a relationships. For people outside your group to 
connect to the assets they will have to go through the people who 
initiated the relationships...that means YOU. As connector you can’t just 
pass on the Asset Map and be done. Instead you have to intentionally 
and relationally help people make the connections. 
 

Doable: When you gather with your group you will be asked to share the 
most transformational idea or story that you’ve experienced over the last 
6 weeks. Think of one before you come so that you are ready to share. It 
might be helpful to write the story out so you don’t forget the fun details 
that make it special. 
 

Intentional: Collect the Asset Map and shared stories of your group into 
a final report that is easily shared with the committees at your church. 
That way the next time a group is hosting an event they will have a 
resource list of people to ask for help. This might be a great project to do 
with a partner or team. We recommend using the digital asset map with 
some editing. For instance; be sure to only share what is appropriate to 
protect privacy, write an overview of what you did and how it worked, 
offer contact information to someone in the group as a primary contact, 
and be sure to emphasize that an Asset Map is a fluid representation of 
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relationships and that all information is subject 
to change.   
 

Transformational: As a team, decide the best 
groups who could make use of the asset map in 
your community. Make commitments to share 
what you’ve learned with business associations, 
neighborhood associations, HOA’s, city council 
people, ministerial alliances, or other civic 
groups who desire to do good in the community. 

Reflection 
Here are a few questions for reflection. You may want to write down your thoughts in a journal, or find a 

trusted friend and discuss these questions with each other. This will prepare you for conversation and 

activities in your weekly small group gathering.  

1. How has your understanding of the neighborhood changed over the last 6 week? 
2. Do you have any interest in continuing this work? How might that look at your church? 
3. What resistance did you experience this week?  
4. What things did might you have to unlearn to become a connector church? 
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