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Introduction 
Almost there! Only two more practices left in this lab. Here is a quick 
review. 
 
1. Put neighboring in your calendar. Literally schedule yourself to 

be a good neighbor. 
2. Look for things you appreciate about your neighbors and write 

them a thank you note. 
3. Learn the name of a neighbor you don’t know. 
4. Make extra food and share it with a neighbor. 
 
The last 2 practices will be far easier if you have already attempted 
and learned from the 4 previous. If you skipped a few, or haven’t 
tried any yet don’t feel bad! We are free to fail, and we hope you will 
go back and try each of them in order. This week’s practice is to 
have a conversation with a neighbor about one of their hobbies.  
 

Background 
One very unique skill of a 
good neighbor is the ability 
to identify the gifts of other 
neighbors and what they 
care about. I (Matt) first 
saw this skill embodied by 
a neighbor on my street. 
James (not his real name) 
is a scrapper. This meant 
he was always finding free 
stuff and taking it apart to 
be salvaged. In addition to 
this, James was very 

observant. He could tell from our yard, our activities, and a few 
conversations the things that mattered to us. Then if he found 
something for free that we might want he would ask if we wanted it! 
Just one of many examples came when he walked over to our 
house one day and asked if we would be interested in several clear 
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plastic panels from a commercial greenhouse. He asked because 
he saw that we loved gardening. We gladly accepted his amazing 
gift.  
 
All this came about because James was a good neighbor who 
observed what we cared about and looked for connections.  
 

The “How To”  
First, take a deep breath and relax! Keep in mind there is no hidden 
agenda here. The goal is simply to get to know your neighbors 
better. If you are feeling somewhat anxious about this experiment 
you might consider going back and working on some of the others 
first. It’s easier to start a conversation about someone’s hobbies if 
you’ve already made a connection.  
 
Next start observing what your neighbors are into. What catches 
your attention about their yard, their house, their car, their 
schedule? Do they have a basketball hoop in their driveway? A flag 
of their favorite sports team? You can even think back to previous 
seasons or holidays and think about what you noticed. One of our 
neighbors loves to sit on her front porch; it can be that simple! 
 
Finally, this is both the easiest and hardest part: Ask them about it. 
You can be brave and go to their front door on a cold call or you 
can work your schedule to be outside during times neighbors are 
frequently out. Most people are out at the end of the work day and 
on the weekends.  
 
One more thing: don’t forget to pay attention to what they say! 
Learning about your neighbor in this way is a means of moving from 
acquaintance to relationship.  
 

Good for the Hood  
Finding out your neighbors hobbies is a great way to create a 
culture of helpfulness around the block. Here are some findings 
from a State Farm study on neighborliness:  
 

Everyday helpfulness is valued, but not requested: Though 
indicated as a good neighbor trait, only 37% of respondents 
reported that they were more likely to ask a neighbor for help 
with a small project than a friend who does not live in their 

 
Neighboring 
isn’t easy! 
 
One of our core values is 
being Free to Fail. 
 
Free to Fail: Neighbors 
approach failure with joy. 
Failure is informative and 
helps shape what comes 
next.  Neighbors are 
unafraid to try new things 
because they are free to 
fail. 
 
If you haven’t done all of the 
practices yet….don’t worry! 
And please don’t feel bad!  
 
We want this to be a life 
giving experiment. There is 
always another chance to 
try again!  
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neighborhood. Although for those age 51 and older helping a neighbor 
in need is commonly defined as a good neighbor. 

 
The Nielsen Company, “Good Neighbor Research: US General Population Survey”, State Farm 

Insurance Companies, August (2015). 

 
People would love to help, and would love to be helped! Knowing what we 
and our neighbors are good at is an asset-based approach to creating 
helpfulness on our block.  
 

Good for the Soul  
In Acts 17 we find Paul in Athens, where a few philosophical groups have 
invited Paul to talk about this “new teaching.” Paul begins his teaching 
with this statement: “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in 
every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the 
objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, 
‘To an unknown god.’” (Acts 17:22-23)  
 
Paul doesn’t start with an explanation of sin, he doesn’t even start with a 
description of God’s love for them. Instead he starts by observing what 
matters to them. And from his observations he is able to build a 
relationship and continue a conversation. Likewise, good neighbors are 
observant, and allow their observations to be the groundwork for good 
neighboring and future friendships.  
 

Conclusion   
We have been ridiculously humbled by the talented people on our block. 
Each and everyone has a skill, characteristic, or talent that makes them 
unique and reminds us of God’s abundance. We think this week’s practice 
requires a little more gumption than the first 4. It asks you to find a way to 
have a deeper conversation and to draw out the giftedness in your 
neighbors. We’ve gotten so excited about this practice that we’ve started 
hatching plans for Brag Breakfast. A get together where neighbors are 
expected to share about something they are good at. A community of 
people who share their talents helps the neighborhood grow strong and 
resilient!  
 

Contact Us 
Give us a call for more 

information about our 

work. 

Neighboring       

Movement                

by SoCe Life 

417 E. Gilbert 

Wichita, KS 67213 

Phone: 316-619-4940  

E-mail: 

SoCeLife@gmail.com  

Like us on Facebook! 

facebook.com/

socelife 

Visit us on the web at  

neighboring             

movement.org 
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Reflection 
Here are a few questions for reflection. You may want to write down your thoughts in a journal, or find a 

trusted friend and discuss these questions with each other. This will prepare you for conversation and 

activities in your weekly small group gathering.  

1. How do you feel about initiating a conversation with your neighbor? 
2. What are the hobbies that you have that you would like to share? It wouldn’t be uncommon for a 

neighbor to ask you in return! 
3. When you think about the statistics about being helpful consider your own block. What would it look 

like to cultivate helpfulness on your block? 
4. If you are nervous about the practice, remember what you are good at. Use your own skills to initiate 

the conversation with others. What skills do you have that help you neighbor? 
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