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SUMMARY 
St. Barnabas has a unique history among Texas 

Protestant Christian churches. Similar to the formation 

of the United States of America itself, St. Barnabas 

began as an idea. Just as thirteen British colonies 

collaborated to form a new nation, Protestant Christian 

leaders from different denominations, especially 

Methodists and Presbyterians, cooperated in the 1970s 

to form a new church. St. Barnabas Church became the 

first such church in Texas—and third nationally—to 

bring the idea of an ecumenical church into fruition. 

Though St. Barnabas is no longer an ecumenical church, 

it continues to generously serve the community and 

acts as an example of the power of hope, faith, and love 

in the name of Jesus Christ.  

By Jerry A. Davis, Jr., Ph.D. 
Written for the 40th Anniversary Celebration of St. 
Barnabas United Methodist Church in Arlington, Texas   
(October 2017) 
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Introduction 
 

St. Barnabas has a unique history among 
Texas Protestant Christian churches. Similar to 
the formation of the United States of America 
itself, St. Barnabas began as an idea. Just as 
British colonists collaborated to form a new 
nation, Protestant Christian leaders from 
different denominations, especially Methodists 
and Presbyterians, cooperated in the 1970s to 
form a new church.  Instead of competing for 
church members with a church on every corner, 
explained St. Barnabas’ organizing pastor Rev. K. 
Weldon Haynes, Protestant Christians 
collaborated in the formation of a new 
ecumenical church. St. Barnabas Church became 
the first such ecumenical church in Texas—and 
the third nationally—to bring this concept into 
fruition.1  

 
What inspired the organizers of St. 

Barnabas? Who were the forebears of St. 
Barnabas that saw great benefit in an 
ecumenical church of differing denominations? 

 
Church leaders from different 

denominations have long impacted Arlington, 
Texas. While competition certainly played a role 
in the development of different early churches, 
collaboration among churches became 
increasingly important over time due to 
international wars and conflicts. The ability for 
church leaders to connect church and 

                                                           
1 Dallas Morning News journalist Bill Kenyon’s claim that St. 
Barnabas was the third ecumenical church in the United States 
may have alluded to two previous ecumenical churches:  the 
United Churches of Christ (1957) and Churches Uniting in Christ 
(1962), composed of the Episcopal Church and the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. United Church of Christ, “About Us: The Church of 
Firsts,” http://www.ucc.org/about-us/, accessed Jul. 11, 2017; The 
Episcopal Church, “Ecumenical Relations,” 
http://archive.episcopalchurch.org/eir/110055_42093_ENG_HTM
.htm, accessed Jul. 11, 2017.  

community development became evident in the 
20th century. Church leaders’ broad vision for 
community development has had a significant 
impact on Arlington’s development, dating back 
to its very beginning. 

 
Church Leaders in 

Early Arlington 
 
Methodists first arrived in the province 

of Texas along the Red River in 1815. Texas was 
a province of New Spain at that time. Inspired by 
the American Revolution, colonists of New Spain 
sought their own independence from Spain. As a 
result, Mexico gained independence in 1821. But 
religious freedom was barred in Mexican Texas. 
Methodists and other non-Catholic faiths 
remained banned. Yet, they came anyway, and 
those Methodist Episcopal Christians who 
practiced their faith against the law called their 
meetings “societies” rather than “churches.” 
They had to meet in homes, saloons, or trading 
posts. Anywhere but “church.” Many Americans 
who settled in Mexican Texas, including Stephen 
F. Austin, knew and supported Methodists. The 
numbers of Methodists arose to such an extent 
that in 1829 Austin himself warned against 
“excited Methodist preachers” as a potential 
threat to peace and stability.2 Jim Bowie, who 
fought for Texas independence and died at the 
Alamo in 1836, identified as a Methodist.3  

2 Stephen F. Austin to Josiah H. Bell, 1829, quoted in Walter N. 
Vernon, Robert W. Sledge, Robert C. Monk, and Norman W. 
Spellmann, The Methodist Excitement in Texas: A History (Dallas, 
Texas: The Texas United Methodist Historical Society, 1984), 30 
(hereafter cited Vernon, et al.).  
3 William Barrett Travis attended Methodist “meetings” in San 
Felipe, Texas, and in Washington-on-the-Brazos, Texas. Vernon, et 
al., p. 36. 

http://www.ucc.org/about-us/
http://archive.episcopalchurch.org/eir/110055_42093_ENG_HTM.htm
http://archive.episcopalchurch.org/eir/110055_42093_ENG_HTM.htm
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Though Methodism seemed auspicious 

among early Texan immigrants, Methodists’ 
efforts to build congregations remained limited 
by war and conflict: the Texas Revolution (1836), 
the U.S.-Mexican War (1846-1848), the 
American Civil War (1861-1865), and 
intermittent frontier fights against the 
Comanches in the southern plains (1830s-
1870s). Conflicts like these divided families, 
engulfed lives, and hampered community 
growth. North Texas remained a sparsely settled 
frontier well into the late 1800s.  
 

 
Figure 1: Bust of Rev. Andrew Hayter (1818-1900)--
Cumberland Presbyterian, the "father of Arlington," who 
organized churches and surveyed the site of Arlington town 
for the Texas & Pacific Railroad. Source: Andrew Hayter 
bust, Founders’ Plaza/Levitt Pavilion at 100 West Abram 
Street, 2013, digital collection, AHS 00759, Arlington Public 
Library, Arlington, Texas. 

The area of North Texas where the 
Trinity River intersected the Cross Timbers was a 
fluid frontier region. The small numbers of 
settlers who arrived in the late 1800s and early 
1900s were opportunists who thought of 
churches as an integral part of an established 
and stable future. Churches, they believed, 
reinforced efforts to transplant eastern 
institutions to the western frontier. Churches 
brought law, order, education, medical care, 

economic leadership, and religious faith to the 
frontier. Visionary church leaders helped build 
new settlements in north Texas, including the 
founder of Arlington, Texas. 

 
Rev. Andrew Hayter (1818-1900) of the 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church first arrived in 
Texas in the 1850’s. Rev. Hayter (figure 1) 
surveyed land to supplement his meager pay as 
a church pastor. Over the course of a half-
century, Hayter established or led sixteen 
Presbyterian congregations in Texas alone. 
When Hayter moved his family to Tarrant County 
in 1869, church development followed.  
 

 
Figure 2: This view of southwest Arlington from Pecan and 
Main streets in 1906 shows the Presbyterian Church on the 
right, built in 1891, the Baptist church a block beyond to the 
left, and, in the far right, one can make out the roof of 
Carlisle Military Academy (later known as UTA). Source: 
Reneé Harris and Arista Joyner, Arlington: A Pictorial 
History (Norfolk, Virginia: The Donning Company, 1982), [no 
pagination]. 

Rev. Andrew Hayter’s influence in 
Arlington led to the formation of two churches, 
a masonic lodge and a school. Hayter first 
organized a Presbyterian church at Johnson 
Station in 1870 and later helped construct the 
First Presbyterian Church in 1888. Rev. Hayter 
began a model of community leadership in 
Arlington that continued for decades. Due to 
Hayter’s influence, church and community 
development became intrinsically connected. 
Like many frontier communities of the 1800s, 
churches in Arlington, Texas, were largely 
composed of wood frame materials painted 
white inside and out. Some of the earliest 
photographs of the Arlington skyline featured 



St. Barnabas United Methodist Church of Arlington, Texas, Turns Forty (1977-2017) 

 

7 
 

some of these frontier-style wooden churches. A 
photograph of Arlington from 1906 features the 
wooden Presbyterian Church and its tall church 
steeple (see figure 2). These white wooden 
churches stood as symbols of cultural, social, and 
economic stability. 

 
From Frontier 

Town to World 
War II Homefront 

 
Agriculture remained central to the 

Arlington economy for decades, until World War 
II brought modern war industries to the 
community. Like many towns west of the 
Mississippi River, Arlington was a product of 
westward expansion, especially with the aid of 
the Texas & Pacific Railroad. When the railroad 
laid tracks through Tarrant County, Rev. Hayter 
himself surveyed the route. The TPRR instructed 
Hayter to survey a half-section, or 320 acres, for 
a township the railroad called “Hayterville.” A 
supporter of Southern tradition, Andrew Hayter 
preferred the name Arlington, Robert E. Lee’s 
home in northern Virginia.4  

 
The T&P Railroad connected Arlington, 

Texas, to the larger national market for farm 
goods. Farming thrived in north Texas due to the 
alluvial soil of the blackland prairie, combined 
with the natural mineral water spring that 
bubbled to the surface in the middle of town. 
Cotton, peanuts, soybeans, and pecan trees 
thrived. Like many southern and western towns, 
agriculture became the lifeblood of the 
economy. The importance of agriculture during 
this era is especially evident in the cover photo 

                                                           
4 Andrew Hayter State Historical Marker, 2013, digital collection, 
AHS 00757, Arlington Public Library, Arlington, Texas. James Ditto 
may have had a hand in choosing the town’s name. Evelyn Barker 
and Lea Worcester, Images of America: Arlington (Charleston, SC: 
Arcadia Publishing, 2011), 9. 

selected for Reneé Harris and Arista Joyner’s 
pictorial history of Arlington, published in 1982. 
The image shows piles of cotton bales filling 
downtown Arlington (figure 3). Little about the 
South’s economy had changed.  

 
 Cotton remained “king” to a great 

extent in Arlington. When leaders established 
more modern and updated educational services 
for the local population, agricultural training 
became paramount. In 1923, Arlington College, 
first established in 1895, was renamed North 
Texas Agricultural College, a junior college in the 
Texas A&M University system.5 

 

 
Figure 3: Cotton market in downtown Arlington, Texas, 
1916. Arlington’s mineral spring appears on the right, with 
farmers sitting around it. The well dates to 1891 when Rice 
Wood Collins raised enough money to establish this well site 
at Collins and Main streets. Image source: Source: 
Downtown Arlington, Mineral Well graphic, digital 
collection, 188u, Arlington Public Library, Arlington, Texas. 

While Arlington thrived as an 
agricultural community, various Christian 
churches provided “glue.” Rev. Andrew Hayter’s 
Presbyterians weren’t the only Christians in 
town. Other denominations grew in early 
Arlington. By the late 1870s, the first permanent 
Methodist pastors replaced “circuit riders.” In 
1878, a group of Methodists met in Schults’ 
Lumberyard at Mesquite and Front streets and 
organized the Centenary Methodist Episcopal 
Church (South), the first church located inside 

5 University of Texas at Arlington, “History,” 
http://www.uta.edu/uta/about/traditions/history.php, accessed 
Jul. 9, 2017, from G.D. Saxon, Transitions: A Centennial History of 
The University of Texas at Arlington, 1895-1995 (Arlington: 
University of Texas Press, 1996).  

http://www.uta.edu/uta/about/traditions/history.php
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the original township of Arlington. The Quarterly 
Conference of the church renamed Centenary 
Methodist Episcopal Church to First Methodist 
Church of Arlington in 1948.6   

 

 
Figure 4: After a fire destroyed the Centenary [First] 
Methodist Church, organized in 1878, second and third 
church buildings were built at the northeast corner of Center 
and Division streets. The brick structure pictured here, which 
burned in 1954, was replaced by the current church at the 
same location. Source: First Methodist Church, 1954, digital 
collection, AHS 00479, Arlington Public Library, Arlington, 
Texas.  

The First Methodist Church arose on 
land owned by the T&P Railroad. In 1885, church 
organizers purchased property on the northeast 
corner of Center and Division streets. This was 
replaced in 1907 using brick—the first brick 
church in Arlington.7 This was unusual since brick 
did not become a common building material in 
Arlington until after World War II. When fire 
destroyed this church building in 1917, it was 
replaced with a larger structure also made of 
brick (see figure 4). Sadly, this structure also 
burned in 1954, but it was immediately replaced 
by the current church complex that includes the 
1965 addition of the Vandergriff Chapel of the 
First United Methodist Church of Arlington. 
While this series of devastating fires was 
undoubtedly painful to bear, continued 
rebuilding demonstrates the congregation’s 
dedication and economic well-being. Not bad for 
a largely agricultural community. 
 

                                                           
6 Evelyn Barker and Lea Worcester, Images of America: Arlington 
(Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2011), 103. 
7 Arlington Landmark Preservation Commission, “Tour of Historic 
Buildings: 7. Centenary Methodist Episcopal Church South (First 
United Methodist Church), 313 N. Center (Texas Historic 

 
War Fuels the 

Ecumenical 
Movement 

 
While Arlington prospered and seemed 

insulated from the military build-up that led to 
the Great War of 1914-1918, the United States 
government’s efforts to isolate itself from global 
war and destruction could not be sustained for 
the long run. Meanwhile, the agricultural 
depression of the 1920s, followed by the Great 
Depression and the Dust Bowl, drove cotton 
prices down. Slowly, cotton gins started to 
disappear, such as Randol Mill on the Trinity 
River. Randol Mill sat empty and abandoned for 
ten years before it burned down in the 1940s.8 
Arlington’s economy sat poised for change. 

 
The beginning of World War II, and 

America’s growing involvement in this global 
conflict marked a significant turning point. The 
scale of destruction and death during World War 
II redefined the concept of “total war.” World 
War II created the nuclear age and set the stage 
for international competition between the 
capitalist western world and the communist east 
commonly known as the Cold War. Technology 
and industry would become the basis for future 
economic growth. Like many other Sunbelt cities 
across the United States, Arlington, Texas, 
evolved with these developments as well. 

 
The Cold War’s battlefield pitted the 

competing ideologies of capitalism versus 
communism. With communism’s doctrinaire 
atheism, the role of the Christian church in the 

Monument),” http://www.arlington-tx.gov/history/tour-historic-
buildings/, accessed June 22, 2017. 
8 Evelyn Barker and Lea Worcester, Images of America: Arlington 
(Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2011), 39. 

http://www.arlington-tx.gov/history/tour-historic-buildings/
http://www.arlington-tx.gov/history/tour-historic-buildings/
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United States rose to great prominence during 
the anti-communist crusade, especially during 
the 1950s and 1960s. This era saw an 
unprecedented rise in church attendance and 
membership.9 Meanwhile, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, controlled by the ruling 
Communist party, banned religious observances 
and public support for the many beautiful 
Russian Orthodox Christian churches. In the 
United States and other Western capitalist 
nations, Christian denominations began to 
collaborate in unprecedented ways.   

 
As a result of the extreme patriotism and 

global wars of the first half of the 20th century, 
churches increasingly collaborated in an effort 
that has been called the “ecumenical 
movement.” Christian realist Reinhold Neibuhr 
(figure 5) heavily influenced Americans in his 
attacks on naiveté and supported a broader 
definition of “true religion,” which inspired him 
to write the “Serenity Prayer.” American 
Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, elected in 
1936, advocated for Protestant ecumenicalism 
through leadership positions in the Federal, 
National, and World Council of Churches.  
Though the conservative Neibuhr and the liberal 
Oxnam disagreed over Communism as a threat 
to American churches, both questioned 
conventional wisdom in a way that supported a 
broader based ecumenical movement.10  

 
Ecumenical collaboration dates to the 

formation of the Federal Council of Churches 
(1908)—renamed in 1950 to the National 
Council of Churches (NCC), or, more formally, the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. The NCC represents a collaboration 
among 38 communion groups, representing 
100,000 local congregations that include 45 
million people. Denominations include Anglican, 

                                                           
9 Robert William Fogel, The Fourth Great Awakening & the Future 
of Egalitarianism (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 
argues that the “fourth” religious revival in American history 
began in the 1960s, but the ecumenical movement suggests a 
beginning coinciding with World War II.  
10 Merrill Hawkins, Jr., “The Ecumenical and Social Leadership of 
G. Bromley Oxnam,” Methodist History 33:2 (January 1995): 71-
77, 82. 

Orthodox, Evangelical, historic African American, 
and Living Peace churches.11 In defining its 
mission, the NCC quotes two excerpts from the 
Gospel of John. First, the night before Jesus’ 
crucifixion, He prayed that we who believe in 
Him might all be one (John 17:21). In the second 
quote from the Gospel of John, the NCC cites 
John 17:18—“As you have sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the world.”12  

 

 
Figure 5: Christian realist Reinhold Neibuhr (1892-1971) 
heavily influenced Americans in his attacks on naiveté and 
supported a broader definition of “true religion,” which 
inspired him to write the “Serenity Prayer.” Though not an 
ecumenical advocate per se, his questioning of conventional 
wisdom played a role in the founding of St. Barnabas.  
Source: fair use, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=26909878.  

 
 
In 1937-38, leaders representing 100 

churches voted to form the World Council of 
Churches. This came at a time when civil war 

11 “About the National Council of Churches,” 
http://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/about-us/, accessed June 22, 
2017. 
12 National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., “Christian 
Unity” and “Interreligious Relations and Collaboration,” 
http://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/, accessed June 22, 2017. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=26909878
http://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/about-us/
http://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/
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raged in Spain, the Sino-Japanese War was 
occurring in the Far East, and both Germany and 
Japan had already dropped out of the League of 
Nations. Italy had also invaded Ethiopia. Leaders 
in France, Great Britain, and other capitalist 
western nations struggled to bring about peace. 
Peace finally seemed at hand in the Munich 
Accord in 1938, and yet World War II began the 
next year. Because of these cataclysmic events, 
the World Council of Churches did not begin 
publishing The Ecumenical Review quarterly until 
October 1947 and finally held its inauguration in 
1948.13 The World Council of Churches sought to 
provide “a worldwide fellowship of churches 
seeking unity, a common witness and Christian 
service.”14 Some may have viewed the United 
Nations, formed in 1945, as the secular 
counterpart to the World Council of Churches.  

 
Just as the ecumenical movement 

spread worldwide, it also came to Texas. In 1953, 
the Texas Council of Churches formed. Texas 
Methodists, which had played a prominent role 
in the leadership of the National Council of 
Churches (NCC) supported the Texas Council of 
Churches as well. The Methodist Bishop of the 
Texas General Conference, William C. Martin, 
served as president of the NCC from 1952 to 
1954.15  

 
 

                                                           
13 The Ecumenical Review, published quarterly by the World 
Council of Churches since 1947, was the former publication of the 
American Committee of the World Council of Churches. 
14 World Council of Churches, “What is the World Council of 
Churches?” https://www.oikoumene.org/en/about-us, accessed 
June 22, 2017. For more on how World War II created a catalyst 
for the American ecumenical movement to influence churches in 
Germany, see Karl Heinz Voigt, “The Influence of the U.S. Federal 
Council of Churches on the Ecumenical Organizations in Germany: 
From ‘Inner-Church Aid’ (1920) to ‘Inter-Church Aid’ (1946),” 
Methodist History 51:1&2 (October 2012 & January 2013): 61-72.  
15 Vernon, et al., p. 318. 

 
Figure 6: Bishop James Atkins of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, helped establish a theological school west of 
the Mississippi River with the opening of Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas in 1915. SMU began its work 
as the church’s official theological school for the western 
half of the United States. Beginning in 1945, the university 
received a series of large gifts from Joe. J. Perkins and Lois 
Craddock Perkins of Wichita Falls, Texas, which made 
possible the campus relocation and expansion of the school 
of theology and provided major endowment for its support. 
The generosity of the Perkins family has continued for three 
generations. Text source: SMU Perkins School of Theology, 
“History,” http://www.smu.edu/Perkins/About/History, 
accessed June 22, 2017. Image source: Corey Tyson 
BlogSpot, “Broken & Beautiful,” 
http://coalty.blogspot.com/2012/03/smu-visit.html, 
accessed June 22, 2017. 

 
The ecumenical movement in Texas 

faced some obstacles. Despite all the wars and 
conflicts that inspired ecumenical cooperation, 
Christian denominations maintained their 
identity as Methodists, Presbyterians, or 
Catholics.16 In addition, Texas Methodists who 
supported the ecumenical movement often 
sought collaboration with historic African 
American churches. As a result, some 
ecumenicists supported desegregation in 
educational institutions, especially in higher 
education following World War II.17 Texas 

16 Vernon, et al., p. 342, reinforcing the opinion of The Texas 
Methodist, Aug. 9, 1968. 
17 Albert Outler, who began teaching at the Perkins School of 
Theology at SMU in 1951, represented the Methodist Church at 
the Third World Conference of Faith and Order held in Sweden in 
1952; served as an associate editor for the Ecumenical Press at 
Temple University; and, presented the United Methodist Church’s 
ecumenical outreach to the Vatican on Oct. 3, 1970. Journal of 
Ecumenical Studies (Winter 1978): front matter; Albert C. Outler, 
“An Olive Branch to the Romans, 1970’s Style: United Methodist 
Initiative, Roman Catholic Response,” in “Discovery,” [quarterly 
documents column] Kenneth E. Rowe, ed., Methodist History 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/about-us
http://www.smu.edu/Perkins/About/History
http://coalty.blogspot.com/2012/03/smu-visit.html
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Methodist leaders eased society towards 
integration in colleges and schools beginning 
with the desegregation of the Perkins School of 
Theology (figure 6) at Southern Methodist 
University (SMU) in 1950.18 Established in 1915, 
Perkins became the first Methodist seminary 
west of the Mississippi River, yet African-
American divinity students in Texas had to leave 
the state for a seminary education.  

 
After World War II, desegregation of 

institutions began to take place outside 
Methodist circles, starting with the United States 
Armed Forces, Major League Baseball, etc. While 
national institutions moved towards integration, 
in Texas many southern whites sought to 
maintain Jim Crow segregation.   

 
Faced with such obstacles, how did the 

ecumenical movement gain traction in Arlington, 
Texas? Would traditional “mainline” Protestant 
churches compromise doctrine and creed 
enough to form an ecumenical church? Who 
would lead such an experiment?  

 
One leader of the ecumenical movement 

was Perkins professor of church history Albert C. 
Outler, whose research, writing, and support of 
the ecumenical movement paved the way for 
more creative approaches to church formation 
and tradition.19 While Prof. Outler’s 
contributions to the ecumenical movement 
proved path-breaking among church leaders and 
academics worldwide, the rise of a young and 
vibrant popular mayor fueled the fire of 
ecumenicalism at the local level in Arlington, 
Texas. 

 

                                                           
(January 1975): 52-56. Ted A. Campbell, “Albert Outler and the 
Heart of the Christian Tradition,” 48:2 Methodist History (January 
2010): 116. 
18 Vernon, et al., p. 320. 

Mayor Vandergriff 
Supports Churches 

 
It took not a church theologian, or a 

pulpit pastor, but a Methodist mayor who would 
become the most influential mayor in Arlington 
history. Mayor Tommy Joe Vandergriff (1951-
1977) provided the necessary community 
leadership and influence that gave rise to Texas’ 
first ecumenical church. Mayor Vandergriff’s 
local fame became firmly rooted during the 
1950s when he brought extraordinary economic 
growth to Arlington that locals had never before 
seen.  

 
Arlingtonians fondly remember Mayor 

Tom Vandergriff’s feats of attracting big 
businesses and international attention for the 
city one booster called, “nobody’s suburb.” 
Mayor Vandergriff’s achievements catapulted 
Arlington from a farming community of under 
8,000 residents to over 350,000 residents by the 
turn of the century. During Vandergriff’s term as 
mayor, the following developments took place: 
General Motors plant (1954); Lake Arlington 
(1956); Dallas-Fort Worth Turnpike (1957); Six 
Flags Amusement Park (1961); Tarrant County 
College (1965); University of Texas at Arlington 
(1967); Texas Rangers Baseball Club (1971); 
Dallas-Fort Worth Airport  (1974); and, a sister 
city in Germany since 1951, Bad Königshofen, 
Bavaria.  

 
The son of auto dealer J.T. “Hooker” 

Vandergriff, Tom was born January 29, 1926, 
and, even though he suffered from a speech 
impediment early on, Vandergriff overcame that 
to become one of the most beloved radio 
broadcasting personalities of his age. His family 
moved from Carrollton, Texas, to Arlington in 
1937. “Hooker” Vandergriff opened a Chevrolet 

19 For more sophisticated analysis of Outler’s impact, see Ted A. 
Campbell, “Albert Outler and the Heart of the Christian Tradition,” 
48:2 Methodist History (January 2010): 113-24. 
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dealership in Arlington. As young teenager, Tom 
became passionate about sports and radio 
broadcasts of sporting events. While still a 
student at Arlington High School, Tom 
Vandergriff became an announcer for KFJZ-AM 
radio station in Fort Worth.  

 
Vandergriff graduated from Arlington 

High School in 1943, voted “Most Likely to 
Succeed,” and received his bachelor’s in 
broadcast journalism from the University of 
Southern California in 1947. After working in the 
radio business in southern California and in 
Chicago, Vandergriff returned to Arlington to sell 
cars. In 1949, Tom married high school 
sweetheart Anna Waynette Smith. At age 23, 
Tom Vandergriff became the youngest president 
of the Arlington Chamber of Commerce.20 

 
Thorough preparation and genuine 

kindness are the qualities that made Mayor 
Vandergriff such a force in the community. Tom 
Vandergriff always went above and beyond in his 
relationships with friends and acquaintances. 
When an Arlington State College faculty member 
passed away, Mayor Vandergriff attended the 
funeral and kindly expressed his condolences to 
the family.21 As a salesman, Vandergriff made 
fabulous deals. When it came to luring G.M. to 
Arlington, Tom first heard about this possibility 
while a member of the Chamber of Commerce. 
Realizing that he needed more political clout to 
entice G.M. to Arlington, he ran for mayor and at 
the youthful age of 25 became the youngest 
mayor in Arlington history.22  

 
Whether a task involved business or 

social and cultural growth, Tom Vandergriff 
remained fully committed to Arlington’s success 
in the short- and long-run. Indeed, Arlington 
voters’ repeated selection of Tom Vandergriff as 
their mayor until 1977 easily supports this claim. 

                                                           
20 Joe Simnacher and Elizabeth Zavala, “Former Arlington Mayor 
Tom Vandergriff Dies at 84,” Dallas Morning-News, Dec. 2010, 
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/arlington/2010/12/30/forme
r-arlington-mayor-tom-vandergriff-dies-at-84, accessed June 23, 
2017.  
21 Allan Saxe, Politics of Arlington, Texas: An Era of Continuity and 
Growth (Austin, Texas: Eakin Press, 2001), 20-43. 

 
Tom Vandergriff and his family had 

strong church roots. After the Vandergriffs’ 
moved to Arlington in 1937, the family started 
attending the First United Methodist Church 
(FUMC). Over the years, the family generously 
supported the church, almost single-handedly 
funding the construction of the Vandergriff 
Chapel (1965).  

 

 
Figure 7: Mayor Tom Vandergriff (right) and library board 
chair, Dan Reynolds (left), at the groundbreaking for the 
new Southeast Branch of the Arlington Public Library, 1969, 
reflecting the city's efforts to meet the growing population 
needs. The Southwest Branch opened in 1971. Source: “New 
Era for Library,” newspaper clipping, 1969, Library History 
library_book0009, digital collection, Arlington Public 
Library, Arlington, Texas. 

Unlike most churches in the 1960s, 
FUMC of Arlington saw membership increase, 
with nearly 2,700 members by 1963 and an 

22 Joe Simnacher and Elizabeth Zavala, “Former Arlington Mayor 
Tom Vandergriff Dies at 84,” Dallas Morning-News, Dec. 2010, 
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/arlington/2010/12/30/forme
r-arlington-mayor-tom-vandergriff-dies-at-84, accessed June 23, 
2017.  

https://www.dallasnews.com/news/arlington/2010/12/30/former-arlington-mayor-tom-vandergriff-dies-at-84
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/arlington/2010/12/30/former-arlington-mayor-tom-vandergriff-dies-at-84
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/arlington/2010/12/30/former-arlington-mayor-tom-vandergriff-dies-at-84
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/arlington/2010/12/30/former-arlington-mayor-tom-vandergriff-dies-at-84
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average attendance of 778.23 Mayor Vandergriff 
supported churches just like he supported the 
business community, real estate, and the 
chamber of commerce.24 His kindness and caring 
was an expression of his faith. Vandergriff 
supported not just Methodist churches, but he 
favored cooperation among Christian churches. 
This was how the ecumenical movement played 
out in locally in the post-World War II era.  

 

 
Figure 8: Although Tom Vandergriff no longer sold 
Chevrolets, the family business thrived. A new location 
opened in 1967 at the northeast corner of Division and 
Collins streets. During Vandergriff’s time as mayor (1951-
1977), the city’s population increased from under 8,000 to 
over 125,000. Image source: Vandergriff Chevrolet 
Dealership at New Location, 1967, digital collection, AHS 
00603, Arlington Public Library, Arlington, Texas. 
Population statistic source: City of Arlington, “History of 
Arlington: Hall of Mayors: Tom J. Vandergriff 4/3/1951 to 
1/11/1977,” http://www.arlington-tx.gov/history/hall-
mayors/tom-j-vandergriff/, accessed June 23, 2017.  

What made Arlington’s leadership 
unique in this era was that Methodists, Baptists, 
Presbyterians, Catholics, and other mainline 
Christian denominations shared the goal of 
developing the town while supporting religious 
faiths. Arlington was not too old to be stifled by 

                                                           
23 A Century of Service: A Pictorial History of the First United 
Methodist Church, Arlington, Texas (Arlington, TX: First United 
Methodist Church, 1978), p. 29. 
24 Allan Saxe, Politics of Arlington, Texas: An Era of Continuity and 
Growth (Austin, Texas: Eakin Press, 2001), 55, 108. 
25 “Happy Birthday, Barnabas!” flier, n.d., from St. Barnabas 
United Methodist Church (UMC) Library. 

one dominant church or one dominant 
leadership mindset. Postwar Arlington grew so 
rapidly that it necessitated cooperation on an 
unprecedented scale. 

 
As Arlington expanded in population and 

size, the mayor saw the importance of church to 
the social fabric. On March 6, 1972, at the 
request of urban church planners and 
missioners, Tom Vandergriff hosted a luncheon 
for church executives (bishops, presbyters, etc.) 
to explore an ecumenical church in Arlington in 
the name of cooperation over competition.25 
With the mayor’s support, and the resulting 
compliance of the city council to the mayor’s 
wishes, now the churches would start the 
process of interacting and determining if they 
really could merge and form an experimental 
church. It would take more than Mayor 
Vandergriff alone to bring about a new 
ecumenical church in Arlington. 

 
The Metro Board 

 
In 1967, the Metropolitan Board of 

Missions of the United Methodist Church formed 
under the leadership of Rev. Gil Ferrell. Its 
purpose was to promote missional and 
benevolent causes. The Metro Board, as it is 
commonly known, supported funding for new 
churches, including real estate development, 
capital improvements, construction, parsonages, 
pastor salaries, and program funds for up to 
three years.26 Without the Methodist Metro 
Board, St. Barnabas would not have been 
possible. The Metro Board provided financial 
backing that led to the church’s eventual 
establishment. Meanwhile, in the late 1960s and 

26 “Metro Board launches Permanent Fund drive,” The Texas 
Methodist: Central Texas Conference Edition, vol. 124, no. 23 
(Nov. 18, 1977), p. 1, clipping from St. Barnabas UMC Library; 
“Congregations build for ministries,” Kairos: Newsletter of the 
Metropolitan Board of Missions, The United Methodist Church 
(Nov 2, 1978), p. 1, clipping from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 

http://www.arlington-tx.gov/history/hall-mayors/tom-j-vandergriff/
http://www.arlington-tx.gov/history/hall-mayors/tom-j-vandergriff/
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early 1970s church leaders who joined the 
ecumenical Tarrant Area Community of 
Churches (now called Tarrant Churches 
Together) began discussions of an ecumenical 
church within their midst.27  

 
Following Mayor Vandergriff’s March 6, 

1972, luncheon on urban church planning,28 
ecumenical talks among church leaders began in 
earnest.29 About eight denominations 
participated in the conversations early on, but a 
keen awareness of the challenges in merging 
denominations weighed heavily.  

 
Methodists and Presbyterians found 

more common ground than other Protestant 
denominations. Methodists and Presbyterians 
attended the same theological seminaries, 
accepted the ordination of women, shared 
children’s literature for Sunday school, and 
baptized infants. Yet significant differences 
remained. Leadership structures differed and 
the use of different jargon for ministerial 
assignments reflected deeper differences:  
Methodists “appoint” ministers, while 
Presbyterians “call” ministers. Their histories 
differed as well. While both represent Protestant 
Christianity, John Calvin of Switzerland began 
the movement from which Presbyterianism 
emerged, and John Wesley began the Methodist 
movement within the Anglican Episcopal 
Church.30  

 
As the ecumenical movement grew, 

theological differences faded among organizers 
of Arlington’s new experimental ecumenical 
church. The leader of this new congregation 
would set the stage and be largely responsible 
for its success or failure. Church leaders needed 

                                                           
27 Tarrant Churches Together: Connecting for Good, “Experience 
Tarrant Churches Together,” https://www.tarranttogether.org/, 
accessed June 23, 2017. 
28 “Happy Birthday, Barnabas!” flier, n.d., from St. Barnabas UMC 
Library. 
29 Twenty-five Years in the Light of Christ: St. Barnabas United 
Methodist Church, 1977-2002, from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
30 Linda Waits, “Innovative Test: Two Churches Try Cooperation 
‘Spirit,’” Arlington Citizen-Journal, July 15, 1977, clipping from St. 
Barnabas UMC Library. One key difference between Methodist 
and other Protestant denominations, such as Baptists and 

a pastor who would respect denominational 
differences while blending denominational 
practices. This pastor would need to be youthful, 
experimental, dynamic in fluid situations, and an 
engaging master of both Presbyterian and 
Methodist liturgies. In the parlance of car sales, 
this was like asking Hooker Vandergriff, a lifelong 
Chevy salesman, to start selling Ford as well. The 
“sale” could not be about the liturgical tradition 
(Ford v. Chevy) as much as how that tradition 
would make a life with God first and foremost 
more meaningful.  
 

 
Figure 9: The "farmhouse" at 5011 West Pleasant Ridge 
Road served as the first home of St. Barnabas Church. The 
farmhouse sat atop a hill overlooking 8 acres of trees and 
fields. St. Barnabas’ first worship service on Aug. 7, 1977, 
took place here. Source: St. Barnabas UMC Library. 

By 1974, the Metro Board under Gil 
Ferrell’s leadership purchased an eight-acre 
property with a house located at 5011 Old 
Pleasant Ridge Road West for $76,250.31 The 
“farm house,” (figure 9) as it became commonly 
known, was the former home of Central Texas 
Conference member Florence (Frankie) 
Campbell Sargent and her late husband, C.I. 
Sargent.32   

 

Presbyterians, is the oversight from the Methodist Episcopal 
hierarchy, which limits the congregation’s influence. For more on 
faiths in America, see J. Gordon Melton’s series, Faith in America, 
published by Facts on File, Inc.  
31 Board of Directors’ Meeting, July 9, 1974, excerpt, Memories: 
St. Barnabas Church, The First Ten Years, 1977-1987, scrapbook 
from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
32 “St. Barnabas Church makes history as a joint venture,” The 
Central Texas Methodist (Aug. 19, 1977), p. 1; “Rev. Welden 
Haynes, Pastor, St. Barnabas Church,” Arlington Church Directory, 
n.d., clippings from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 

https://www.tarranttogether.org/
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Appointment of 

Rev. Weldon 
Haynes 

 
Meanwhile, the Central Texas 

Conference (CTC) of the Methodist Church, and 
especially CTC Bishop W. McFerrin Stowe, took 
the lead on the ecumenical venture. A 
Committee on Ecumenical Affairs recommended 
continued collaboration with the Texas 
Conference of Churches. Notably active from 
1974 to 1980, the CTC’s Committee on 
Ecumenical Affairs envisioned an ecumenical 
church prepared to meet community needs.33 
Bishop Stowe collaborated primarily with three 
Presbyterian leaders: (1) Rev. John Cunningham, 
General Presbyter of the Presbytery of Trinity; 
(2) Rev. A.M. Hart, General Presbyter of the 
Presbytery of the Covenant; and, (3) Rev. Harold 
Byers, director of congregational development 
for the United Presbyterian Program Agency.  

 
Meeting on January 10, 1975, Bishop 

Stowe, Rev. Cunningham, Rev. Hart and Rev. 
Byers agreed to support a “reciprocal new 
church development” covenant. This covenant 
was brought before and approved by their 
respective leadership bodies in June 1975 (figure 
10). After the covenant was ratified, a 
supervisory committee was appointed and a 

                                                           
33 1974 Journal, p. 128; 1975 Journal, p. 118; 1976 Journal, p. 113; 
1978 Journal, p. 121; 1979 Journal, p. 131; 1980 Journal, p. 132; 
1981 Journal, pp. 135-36; “South Arlington to get a second new 
congregation,” Kairos: Newsletter of the Metropolitan Board of 
Missions, The United Methodist Church, vol. II, no. 4 (May 24, 
1977). 
34 “Happy Birthday, Barnabas!” flier, n.d.; “South Arlington to get 
a second new congregation,” Kairos: Newsletter of the 
Metropolitan Board of Missions, The United Methodist Church, 
vol. II, no. 4 (May 24, 1977); Monday Morning: A Magazine for 
Presbyterian Ministers, vol. 42, no. 17 (Oct. 3, 1977), p. 20, from 
St. Barnabas UMC Library.  

timeline was set: June 1977 would be the 
starting date of the new church.34  

 
For a church name, the Methodists and 

Presbyterians collaborated on that, too, 
choosing “Barnabas,” which means “son of 
encouragement.”35 They felt that deciding upon 
the church name in advance of the church’s 
formation would be a symbol of cooperation and 
unity from the get-go.  

 
Since the Methodist Metro Board 

purchased the property and supported 60 
percent of the cost of the church’s development 
and support, it was decided that a Methodist 
pastor would lead the first ecumenical church, to 
be followed by a second ecumenical church in 
the not-to-distant future led by a Presbyterian.36 
The only remaining issue for the group was who 
would be the organizing pastor, and for that 
Bishop Stowe already had someone in mind.  
 

 
Figure 10: (l. to r.) Rev. A.M. Hart, General Presbyter of the 
Presbytery of the Covenant; Central Conference Methodist 
Bishop W. McFerrin Stowe; and, Rev. John Cunningham, 
General Presbyter of the Presbytery of Trinity, collaborated 
to create the first ecumenical church in the state of Texas, 

35 Twenty-five Years in the Light of Christ: St. Barnabas United 
Methodist Church, 1977-2002, from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
36 “St. Barnabas Church makes history as a joint venture,” The 
Central Texas Methodist (Aug. 19, 1977), p. 1; “Rev. Welden 
Haynes, Pastor, St. Barnabas Church,” Arlington Church Directory, 
n.d., clippings from St. Barnabas UMC Library. For more on how 
the financial burden was distributed among the three 
denominations, see “St. Barnabas is constituted,” The Texas 
Methodist: Central Texas Conference Edition, vol. 124, no. 22 
(Nov. 11, 1977), p. 1. 
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St. Barnabas Church in Arlington, Texas. Source: St. 
Barnabas UMC Library. 

A native of Santa Anna, Texas, Rev. K. 
Weldon Haynes graduated from Santa Anna High 
School in 1961, where he met his future wife, 
Arlene Welch. Haynes went on to receive a 
bachelor’s from McMurry College in Abilene, 
Texas, and then his master’s in divinity from the 
Perkins School of Theology of SMU.  

 
When first approached about the idea of 

organizing a new church in southwest Arlington, 
Haynes balked, which was perfectly 
understandable given the situation and where 
he was coming from. Haynes had served as an 
associate pastor at the thriving First United 
Methodist Church of Richardson, Texas.37 Not 
only was St. Barnabas to be a new church that 
needed to be organized, but it was to be the first 
ecumenical church in Texas history, a joint effort 
by Methodists and Presbyterians (North and 
South) to meet the growing needs of southwest 
Arlington without competing with one another.38  

 

 
Figure 11: (l. to r.) Arlene Welch Haynes, daughter Elizabeth, 
a 5th grader at Little Elementary, and Rev. K. Weldon 
Haynes, the family that led the effort to organize the new 
ecumenical church in southwest Arlington, St. Barnabas 
Church. Source: St. Barnabas UMC Library.  

 

                                                           
37 First Church, Richardson, continues to thrive with a reported 
6,000 members who worship at the fourth location of the church 
since its founding in 1886. First United Methodist Church of 
Richardson, “About Us—Our History,” 
http://www.fumcr.com/history_timeline-2016, accessed July 11, 
2017. 
38 St. Barnabas booklet, church library, n.d.; United Methodist 
Church Central Texas Conference 1977 Annual Journal (hereafter 

Weldon and Arlene Haynes, with their 
daughter Elizabeth (figure 11), moved into St. 
Barnabas’ first church parsonage located at 6322 
Orchard Hill Drive. It was a three bedroom, two 
bath home of 1,658 square feet located minutes 
from the new ecumenical church on Old Pleasant 
Ridge Road.39 A pianist, Arlene would become as 
integral to the new church as her husband, 
assisting him every step of the way and providing 
all of the music for worship.  

 
 
 

The Hilltop 
Farmhouse Church 

 
Forty years ago, southwest Arlington 

appeared quite different than it does today. 
Green Oaks Boulevard, for example, had not 
been developed yet. Old Pleasant Ridge Road 
was just a two-lane country road that 
meandered by farms and cut through stands of 
trees. Barbed wire fencing flanked the windy 
east to west path that follows the same route as 
today’s four-lane parkway. The housing 
developments along its path today mostly did 
not exist back in the 1970s. The farmhouse sat at 
the top of a hill standing 650 feet above sea level, 
providing sweeping views of fields and forests to 
the south of the property (figure 12).  

 

1977 Journal), p. 86; “St. Barnabas Church makes history as a joint 
venture,” The Central Texas Methodist (Aug. 19, 1977), p. 1; “Rev. 
Welden Haynes, Pastor, St. Barnabas Church,” Arlington Church 
Directory, n.d., clippings from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
39 St. Barnabas booklet, church library, n.d.; www.tad.org; 1977 
Journal, p. 86. 

http://www.fumcr.com/history_timeline-2016
http://www.tad.org/
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Figure 12: View of the Sargent property at 5011 W. Pleasant 
Ridge Road looking west-southwest. The fence posts in the 
middle distance mark the edge of Pleasant Ridge Road. 
Interstate 20 lies in the distance out of view. Source: St. 
Barnabas UMC Library.  

Rev. Haynes mailed information about 
the church to the surrounding community in 
southwest Arlington. The church mailer included 
a map of the location of St. Barnabas, marking 
Little Road as the only nearby intersection. 
Interstate 20 lay to the south and Lake Arlington 
to the west (figure 13).40   

 
Like many marketers, Rev. Haynes 

utilized a direct-mail campaign to get the word 
out about St. Barnabas. Four thousand 
households within a two-mile radius received 
the St. Barnabas Church’s opening 
announcement. Dating to the 1964 presidential 
campaign of Arizona Republican Barry 
Goldwater, direct mail had increasingly become 
an effective way of building constituencies, 
especially among what some called America’s 
“silent majority.”  

 
In response to St. Barnabas’ call, many 

suburban families of southwest Arlington 
attended the inaugural picnic that summer. After 
meeting neighbors who shared so much in 
common, many of these same families returned 
for the first worship service in August. They 
expressed their support for an experimental 
ecumenical church in southwest Arlington. There 

                                                           
40 “Announcing…,” mailer, n.d., in Memories: St. Barnabas Church, 
The First Ten Years, 1977-1987, scrapbook from St. Barnabas UMC 
Library. 
41 “Order of Worship for August 7, 1977, Tenth Sunday after 
Pentecost,” in Memories: St. Barnabas Church, The First Ten Years, 
1977-1987, scrapbook from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 

was a campy atmosphere. Folding chairs were 
brought out for worship services, which were 
held in the living room of the cramped 
farmhouse. When outdoor events took place, 
which increased as the space was quickly 
outgrown, the folding chairs became the most 
important church property after the house and 
land. St. Barnabas would not even own church 
pews until about 20 years later.  

 
On August 7, 1977, the tenth Sunday of 

Pentecost, St. Barnabas Church hosted its first 
official worship service.  The cover of the 
worship bulletin included two graphics: flame 
(Holy Spirit) and dove (Peace). “Welcome to the 
first worship service of St. Barnabas Church,” 
Rev. Haynes announced (figure 14). “This is a day 
we have been working towards for the past two 
months. We hope that you will want to become 
a part of the ministry of this church.”41 

 
“We are now ready to begin receiving 

indication from those who wish to become 
members of the church. If you check the ‘Wish to 
Join This Church’ column on the registration pad 
this morning, that will be taken as your intention 
to join. We will write for your transfer of 
membership and consider you as a member. 
However, memberships will not be formalized 
until our Charter Sunday, which will probably be 
held in September.”42  

 
Next, Rev. Haynes explained how 

arrangements would be made for weekly altar 
flowers and volunteer sign-up opportunities 
would be utilized for church needs and activities 
from week to week. Individuals or family groups 
would support the church by signing their name 
to acknowledge their responsibility for a duty or 
activity. This is how Sunday school classes began, 
how the church was cleaned, how one became 

42 “Order of Worship for August 7, 1977, Tenth Sunday after 
Pentecost,” in Memories: St. Barnabas Church, The First Ten Years, 
1977-1987, scrapbook from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
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an usher or a greeter, and how coffee was 
provided.  

 

 
Figure 13: Rev. Haynes included the map above in a direct-
mail piece that drew families within a 2-mile radius. Note 
that Green Oaks Blvd. is not included. Much of the area in 
this map, zip codes 76016 and 76013, contains single-family 
dwellings of good market value. Source: Memories: St. 
Barnabas Church, The First Ten Years, 1977-1987, 
scrapbook from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 

 
Steve Rice, chair of the Worship 

Committee, solicited donations for the purchase 
of 40 to 50 Presbyterian hymnals and worship 
books at $4.50 each. Other church committees 
already functioning by the time of the first 
worship service included Worship, Education, 
Fellowship, Outreach, Finance, and Nominating.  

 
Arlene Haynes played opening and 

closing music on a classic upright piano. The 
opening hymn, “All Creatures of our God and 
King” (No. 65), was the first congregational hymn 
shared at St. Barnabas. The first worshippers 
made large donations following the first 
offertory hymn, “The Church’s One Foundation” 
(No. 381). Among the 162 worshippers 
representing 30 families at the first worship 
service, St. Barnabas Church received $600 in 
offerings, equivalent to $2,400 in 2017 dollars.43  

                                                           
43 Inflation Calculator, “1977 Dollars in 2017 Dollars,” 
http://www.in2013dollars.com/1977-dollars-in-
2017?amount=600, accessed Jul. 11, 2017.  
44 “Order of Worship for August 7, 1977, Tenth Sunday after 
Pentecost,” in Memories: St. Barnabas Church, The First Ten Years, 
1977-1987, scrapbook from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 

 
Rev. Haynes’ sermon, “The Importance 

of Foundations,” certainly related to his hymn 
selection. Bible readings came from Joel 2:28-29 
(Old Testament) and Acts 2:43-47, as well as the 
reading of the Apostle’s Creed.44  

 
 “It was a day we had been waiting for 

and it surpassed all our expectations,” Rev. 
Haynes exclaimed in a mailed newsletter. “There 
was a degree of excitement and enthusiasm that 
I’ve not seen in a church in a long time.”  

 
Following the inaugural worship service, 

80 families expressed a “solid” interest in St. 
Barnabas Church, inspiring the church to mail 
out a directory of names, addresses, and 
telephone numbers of 31 families intending to 
join. These families agreed to have their names, 
children’s names and schools, their home 
addresses and telephone numbers, and their 
places of business or occupations listed in this 
mailer. This type of openness through the mail 
has certainly become very rare in the year 2017.  

 
The demographics of these families 

reflect an educated class of successful 
professionals with children. All but one family 
had two parents in the household. One family 
had 4 children, five families had 3 children, ten 
families had 2 children, and 8 families had one 
child. Occupations listed reflected a lifestyle with 
one parent listed as a “home-maker” among 
HALF the families (emphasis mine). To put this 
into perspective, the percentage of women in 
the workforce has gradually risen from 32.7% to 
60% from 1948 to 2000, with the largest gains 
occurring in the 1970s.45 In other words, the St. 
Barnabas’ founding families tended to buck the 
national trends, which shows the socio-
economic success of this community as well as 
its culturally conservative nature. Other 

45 United States Department of Labor: Women’s Bureau, “Labor 
Force Participation Rates,” 
https://www.dol.gov/wb/stats/facts_over_time.htm, accessed 
June 29, 2017.  

http://www.in2013dollars.com/1977-dollars-in-2017?amount=600
http://www.in2013dollars.com/1977-dollars-in-2017?amount=600
https://www.dol.gov/wb/stats/facts_over_time.htm
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occupations among St. Barnabas’ founding 
families included engineer, sales, and education. 
Most of the families lived in the 76016 and 76013 
area codes, where single-family dwellings 
outpaced multi-family dwellings or apartments.  

 

 
Figure 14: Rev. K. Weldon Haynes welcoming guests at the 
first worship service of St. Barnabas Church on Aug. 7, 1977. 
Given the unexpectedly large crowd of visitors, Haynes had 
to back himself closely up against the front door of the 
“farmhouse.” Source: St. Barnabas UMC Library.   

Some of St. Barnabas’ founding families 
had relocated from out of state (Illinois, Indiana, 
North Carolina, Maryland, and Tennessee) or 
from other Texas cities (Fort Worth, Dallas, San 
Antonio, and Austin), presumably for higher-
paying or better jobs. Most of these transplants 
had previous church experience. Their previous 
or “sending” churches included Methodists (22 
adults); Presbyterian (7 adults); Baptists (4 
adults); Church of Christ (1 adult); Lutheran (1 
adult); and, non-specified church (4 adults).46  

 
These professionals sought a community 

of like-minded families much like their own. They 

                                                           
46 “St. Barnabas News: What a Beginning!!!” mailer, n.d., in 
Memories: St. Barnabas Church, The First Ten Years, 1977-1987, 
scrapbook from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
47 “News in Brief,” Methodist Make News (United Methodist 
Communications, 475 Riverside Drive Ste. 1370, New York, NY 

wanted to live where schools were good. St. 
Barnabas Church provided comradery and, more 
importantly, grounding for their faith. The 
ecumenical nature of St. Barnabas seemed to 
make sense to them as American society in the 
1970s underwent great change from the end of 
the Vietnam War to the years of the oil crisis in 
the Middle East. 
 

 
First Ecumenical 
Church in Texas 

  
The rapid success of St. Barnabas Church as an 
ecumenical experiment attracted national 
headlines. The United Methodists weekly news 
service, published in New York City, carried the 
story to UMC offices in Dayton (OH), Evanston 
(IL), Nashville (TN), and Washington, D.C. Each 
member at St. Barnabas, the church wire service 
touted, retained his/her own individual 
denominational identity. “Out of the 200 church 
members, 67% [were] Methodists, 19% 
Presbyterian, and the rest [were] ‘other’.” In 
other ecumenical efforts at that time, 
Methodists met with Lutherans at Epworth-by-
the-Sea on St. Simon’s Island, Georgia.47  
 
 On October 30, 1977, United Methodist 
Bishop W. McFerrin Stowe, Rev. John 
Cunningham, General Presbyter of the 
Presbytery of Trinity, and Rev. A.M. Hart, 
General Presbyter of the Presbytery of the 
Covenant, chartered St. Barnabas Church. Over 
300 people attended the service, held in tents on 
the church property where the sanctuary now 
stands.  At this Service of Constitution, 165 

10027), stamped received Oct. 31, 1977, p. 1; Bill Kenyon, 
“Denominations join to form new church,” Dallas Morning News, 
Oct. 8, 1977, clipping from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
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charter members were received (see list in the 
appendix). 
 

“We’ve dreamed about something like 
this a long time…. We’re breaking down some 
walls by establishing a window—possibly even a 
door—between churches in a new area, church 
extension,” proclaimed Rev. John Cunningham 
of the Presbytery of the Trinity. Rev. A. M. Hart 
agreed, saying, “It’s right what you’re doing, and 
God’s going to bless it.” “Jesus prayed that they 
may be one,” Bishop Stowe said, “St. Barnabas is 
bringing this prayer of Jesus to reality. The 
beginning is but a prophecy of that which shall 
be.”48 
  

St. Barnabas Church’s rapid growth 
reflected its huge success, which Rev. Haynes 
attributed to four factors: first, rapid growth in 
southwest Arlington; second, strong support 
from the Methodist and Presbyterian governing 
bodies; third, good publicity from the local 
newspapers and from church publications; and 
fourth, the variety of denominational 
backgrounds among a core group of ten to 
twelve families.49 Since most of the families 
came from Methodist backgrounds, Haynes’ 
comment about the diversity of about 10-15% of 
family members was a tribute to the ecumenical 
experiment. Haynes argued it had worked. There 
was tremendous momentum and growth for this 
first ecumenical church during the late 1970s 
and early 1980s.   
  

By May 1978 within just seven months of 
operation, St. Barnabas grew to 230 full 
members, 93 preparatory members, and an 
average attendance at its two Sunday services of 
about 200. Because of the crowded conditions in 
the farmhouse, the Metro Board cleared 2 of its 

                                                           
48 “St. Barnabas Church makes history as a joint venture,” The 
Central Texas Methodist (Aug. 19, 1977), p. 1; The Presbyterian: 
Published Weekly by the First Presbyterian Church, 1200 South 
Collins, Arlington, TX, vol. 5, no. 39, Oct. 26, 1977, copy from St. 
Barnabas UMC Library; http://www.sbumc.org/history/.   
49 Jan Rhinefort, “St. Barnabas adds to success story,” The Texas 
Methodist: Central Texas Conference Edition (Jul. 28, 1978), p. 1. 

8 acres of land from debt. In addition, a building 
committee began preparations for the 
construction of a new church building.50  

 
With membership and money flowing in, 

St. Barnabas hired the Fort Worth architectural 
firm Jackson and Ayers to draw up plans for a 
new building. The City of Arlington approved a 
building plan for a 400-person 
fellowship/worship area, 350-person dining 
area, kitchen, offices, nursery, and pre-school 
classrooms. Future plans included additional 
classrooms, offices, a 1,000-person sanctuary, 
and a chapel (figure 15).51 
 

 
Figure 15: Architectural model by Jackson and Ayers of Fort 
Worth depicted the Sanctuary (completed in 1979) and an 
education wing with offices, classrooms, and a kitchen 
(completed in 1984). Source: St. Barnabas UMC Library. 

Meanwhile, members eagerly began 
new church-based activities and programs. In 
addition to new Sunday school classes, a youth 
choir, and a children’s choir, a camping group 
called the Bushwhackers affiliated with the 
church. St. Barnabas men organized a baseball 
team, The St. Barnabas Blazers, in the spring of 
1978 (figure 16).52 Boy Scout Troop 445 found a 
base of support at St. Barnabas in 1979, with the 
first Eagle Scout awarded in 1982. Since then, 
dozens of scouts have matched this 
achievement.53 St. Barnabas Church appeared 

50 “Two Newest Congregations To Begin Construction,” Kairos: 
Newsletter of the Metropolitan Board of Missions, The United 
Methodist Church, n.d., clipping from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
51 “Barnabas to Begin Building,” Arlington Citizen-Journal, Wed., 
Feb. 22, 1978, clipping from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
52 Twenty-five Years in the Light of Christ: St. Barnabas United 
Methodist Church, 1977-2002. 
53 “How does a church grow? St. Barnabas a good example,” 
Arlington Daily News, Sun., Feb. 25, 1979, p. 3, clipping from St. 
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very vibrant and active. If one imagines an ideal 
image of suburban life, with Scouts for boys, 
baseball for dads, and camping for the whole 
family, then St. Barnabas in the late 1970s met a 
vision of God’s worldly kingdom.  
 

 
Figure 16: St. Barnabas Blazers baseball team, spring 1978. 
Source: St. Barnabas UMC Library. 

One group of families who loved 
camping and had very organized leaders and 
dedicated followers called themselves, “The 
Bushwhackers.” Their motto, “companionship,” 
was agreed upon at one of their first meetings in 
November 1977. Bushwhackers planned outings 
about once a month to the various state parks of 
Texas. Families took turns serving as “trail-
bosses” for the group. In addition, the 
Bushwhackers offered to help with maintaining 
the church grounds; but, mostly, they organized 
trips out of town and remained active for about 
two years.54  

 
As St. Barnabas grew in size and as the 

focal point of development increasingly focused 
on developing the 8-acre campus, the interest in 
camping out of town once a month, away from 
the church itself, seemed to wane.  

                                                           
Barnabas UMC Library. Troop 445 maintains and updates plaques 
of names of individuals who have achieved Eagle Scout by year in 
a church corridor linking the Sanctuary Narthex to the Atrium. 
54 St. Barnabas Bushwhackers, report of campout to Pecan 
Plantation in Granbury, Nov. 4-6, 1977; St. Barnabas 
Bushwhackers, report of campout to Fort Richardson State 
Historical Park in Jacksboro, Dec. 2-4, 1977; St. Barnabas 
Bushwhackers, report by JoAnn Mitchell, Feb. 10, 1978, copy in 
Bushwhackers’ history scrapbook, St. Barnabas UMC Library. 

 
A Sanctuary for 

the World 
 
On May 27, 1979, St. Barnabas Church 

members worshipped in the new sanctuary for 
the first time (figure 17). Attendance records 
show that 411 people participated. It was the 
last Sunday in the farmhouse, the last time 
Sunday school classes regularly met outside.55 
The old days of tents on the hillside—the old 
campy atmosphere of this experimental 
ecumenical church—faded with this event.  
 

 
Figure 17: Worshippers enjoyed the first service in the new 
sanctuary on May 27, 1979, less than two years since the 
founding of St. Barnabas. Source: St. Barnabas UMC Library. 

The church had grown so fast, Rev. 
Haynes told Pat Gordon of the Dallas Morning 
News, that it had already outgrown its newly 
built facilities before the end of 1979.56  
Consequently, the Central Texas Conference no 
longer had to financially support the church in 
1979. By April 1980, a second building 
committee had already started planning for new 
classroom space.57  

55 St. Barnabas booklet, church library, n.d.; Twenty-five Years in 
the Light of Christ: St. Barnabas United Methodist Church, 1977-
2002; St. Barnabas United Methodist Church, “History,” 
http://www.sbumc.org/history/, accessed June 5, 2017. 
56 Pat Gordon, “3 denominations find quiet housing in single 
church,” Dallas Morning News, Sun., Oct. 21, 1979, clipping from 
St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
57 1980 Journal, p. 131; Twenty-five Years in the Light of Christ: St. 
Barnabas United Methodist Church, 1977-2002, from St. Barnabas 
UMC Library. 
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During the early years of St. Barnabas 

Church, the United States of America found itself 
increasingly involved in foreign entanglements, 
not only with the Iranian hostage crisis but also 
with events pertaining to the decades’ old Cold 
War.  

 
 With the election of the popular former 
movie actor and California governor Ronald 
Reagan as President in 1980, two trends 
emerged that impacted St. Barnabas. First, the 
so-called “Moral Majority” gained the ear of the 
president and first lady. Both supported 
government policies that gave non-profits like 
churches more autonomy and encouraged faith-
based organizations to support the Reagan 
Defense Department in its ideological assault on 
global communism. Secondly, with the Cold War 
tensions building up between the capitalist 
United States and the communist Soviet Union, 
refugees fleeing communism needed help 
seeking asylum, and many churches in the 
United States, like St. Barnabas, lent a helping 
hand.  
 

 
Figure 18: Chinese Christians visited St. Barnabas on Sept. 
23, 1979, as part of a “study” to better appreciate the 
challenges faced by Christians in Communist China and to 
open doors of cultural understanding and the ecumenical 
movement. Source: St. Barnabas UMC Library. 

Chinese communists had already started 
embracing market reforms in the 1970s, and 
many Chinese Christians hoped that this would 

                                                           
58 William Branigin, “U.S. Allies in ‘Secret War,’” Washington 

Post, May 15, 1997.  

allow freedom of worship in their homeland. St. 
Barnabas invited such Chinese Christians to 
participate in a church “study” in 1979 that 
would help educate church members about 
Chinese culture and traditions and open doors of 
Christian ecumenicalism in the Far East (figure 
18).  

 
Furthermore, St. Barnabas sought to 

help refugees from around the world. In 1980, St. 
Barnabas helped a family of Laotian refugees 
who fled a repressive communist dictatorship 
following the Laotian Civil War (1953-1975). No 
one knew it at the time, but the U.S. government 
had waged a secret war against Laotian 
communists.58  

 
Another major world event of the early 

1980s was the solidarity movement of workers in 
Poland led by Lech Walęsa. These Polish workers 
protested rising food prices, work conditions, 
and pay at government-run industries, such as 
the Lenin Shipyard in Gdánsk, Poland. Walesa led 
a free-trade union strike that broke down when 
the Polish government declared martial law. As 
the leader of this democratic movement, the 
government jailed Walesa from Dec. 13, 1981 to 
Nov. 14, 1982. Like the Laotian refugees who 
found open arms at St. Barnabas in 1980, Polish 
families who gained asylum in the United States 
turned to St. Barnabas Church.59 
 

 

59 Twenty-five Years in the Light of Christ: St. Barnabas United 
Methodist Church, 1977-2002, from St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
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Figure 19: Rev. Larry Van Zile became the second pastor of 
St. Barnabas Church, serving from 1983 to 1986. Source: The 
Central Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
“Larry Van Zile,” 
http://www.ctcumc.org/clergydetail/626705, accessed 
June 29, 2017. 

 Just as St. Barnabas responded to the 
changing needs of the world, the time came for 
Rev. Haynes’ reassignment to another church. In 
1983, the Central Texas Conference brought in 
Rev. Larry Van Zile from St. Stephen’s United 
Methodist Church to become St. Barnabas’ 
second pastor (figure 19). Mark Davidson, a 
Presbyterian associate minister, had only been 
at the church one year (1982-1983). Instead of 
leaving Rev. Davidson in place to aid in the 
transition, the Ecumenical Committee replaced 
him with Rev. George Terry Faison, Presbyterian, 
who remained until 1986.60  
 

                                                           
60 1982 Journal, p. 79; 1986 Journal, p. 92. 

 
Figure 20: "Break Out '85" sought to attract families to St. 
Barnabas who wanted to participate in local missional 
work, such as supporting the Women’s Shelter. The 
Women’s Group sold desserts and the youth organized a 
jump-a-thon fundraiser for missions. Source: “Church 
Briefs,” Arlington Citizen-Journal, clipping; “St. Barnabas 
sets mission fair,” United Methodist Reporter, Mar. 29, 
1985, clipping in History scrapbook, St. Barnabas UMC 
Library.   

 
Was this a poor decision that impacted 

the transition? Did ecumenical relations 
between Presbyterians and others at St. 
Barnabas suffer?  

http://www.ctcumc.org/clergydetail/626705
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Ministerial transitions always present 

special challenges, and sometimes members 
choose to leave using such transitions as an 
excuse. During the first term of President Ronald 
Reagan, the nation saw a deep recession. In 
1983, unemployment rose to 11.4 percent, 
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. With 
government cutbacks to welfare aid, more 
people turned to churches, but not all churches 
supported social outreach the same way, 
according to Millie Diane Caldwell, who studied 
51 Texas churches during this time period.61 St. 
Barnabas continued to stand out as an exception 
to everyone’s rule by providing aid and social 
assistance to help meet as many needs as 
possible. 

 
 Rev. Van Zile brought almost twenty 
years of experience to St. Barnabas. Van Zile 
became a deacon in 1965 and achieved elder and 
ordination in 1967. In 1973, Rev. Van Zile 
became senior pastor at St. Stephen’s United 
Methodist Church in North Arlington, so he was 
very familiar with the changes taking place 
throughout Arlington. Rev. Van Zile took the 
helm at St. Barnabas from its organizing pastor, 
not an easy task especially given how quickly the 
church grew from simply an idea.  
 

Rev. Van Zile’s associate pastor, George 
Terry Faison—Presbyterian USA, served 
alongside him to build the waning Presbyterian 
segment of the ecumenical church. St. Barnabas 
continued to grow during the Van Zile years 
(1983-1986), especially among the Methodist 
segment. Evidence of expansion included the 
following accomplishments: The Education Wing 
of 6,800 square feet was built (1984); United 
Methodist Women went on their first retreat 
(1984); the note on the pasturage at 6322 

                                                           
61 Millie Diane Caldwell, The Degree of Involvement of Local 
United Methodist Churches in the North Texas Conference in 
Community Outreach (MSW thesis, University of Texas at 
Arlington, 1983), vi-vii, 2. 
62 Twenty-five Years in the Light of Christ: St. Barnabas United 
Methodist Church, 1977-2002, from St. Barnabas UMC Library.; 

Orchard Hill Drive was paid (1984); and, “Break 
Out ‘85” took place (figure 20).62  

 

The Ecumenical 
Era Ends 

 Due to many factors, the ecumenical 
experiment between Methodism and 
Presbyterianism came to an end by 1986. In the 
nine years since the church’s founding in 1977, 
Presbyterians did not join the church in the same 
numbers as Methodists, making their 
percentage of the church decline. Presbyterian 
membership peaked at 26% in 1978, while at the 
same time funding 40% of the 
program/building/salary, etc.—more than their 
membership proportion.63 At the same time, 
other Presbyterian churches grew and even First 
Presbyterian Church moved from downtown 
Arlington to South Collins as the population of 
Arlington expanded southward.  
 

Denominational differences between 
Methodists and Presbyterians limited support 
for the ecumenical church in Arlington. When 
announcing the special charter service for St. 
Barnabas Church in October 1977, First 
Presbyterian Church ran an announcement that 
compromised St. Barnabas Church. It stated that 
Rev. Warren Neal would be preaching the first 
sermon for the new Presbyterian Church in 
Mansfield on the very same Sunday as the 
charter service at St. Barnabas: Oct. 30, 1977.64  

 
While Presbyterians and Methodists at 

St. Barnabas remained knit in kinship and 
parishioner bonds, their church leadership 

1984 Journal, pp. 180-81; 1985 Journal, pp. 117, 157; Tarrant 
Appraisal District, www.tad.org, accessed June 5, 2017;  
63 Jan Rhinefort, “St. Barnabas adds to success story,” The Texas 
Methodist: Central Texas Conference Edition (Jul. 28, 1978), p. 1. 
64 The Presbyterian: Published Weekly by the First Presbyterian 
Church, 1200 South Collins, Arlington, TX, vol. 5, no. 39, Oct. 26, 
1977, copy from St. Barnabas UMC Library.   
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bodies remained lukewarm to the ecumenical 
idea. In a Presbyterian publication intended for 
ministers only, lead editorial, “Parson to 
Parson,” by Frank H. Heinze of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., derided the 
ecumenical movement as “ecu-mania” led by 
“ecu-maniacs,” and characterized the lightning-
induced burnings of Baptist, Methodist, and 
Catholic churches as a “local ecumenical 
event.”65 On the Methodist side of this same 
church leadership equation sat District 
Superintendent Luther Henry, who is said to 
have not supported St. Barnabas as an 
ecumenical church.66  

 
It seemed that ecumenicalism was 

perfectly acceptable to the membership, while 
the church leadership bodies themselves 
disagreed over money and power. When St. 
Barnabas hired Mark Davidson, a Presbyterian, 
as an associate pastor, Methodist Conference 
leaders were said to have balked since they had 
no say in the hiring or in the pastoral oversight of 
Rev. Davidson’s appointment. Financially, 
Conference officials were also to have sought a 
larger portion of St. Barnabas’ apportionments 
to the District, since its Methodist membership 
rose higher than the 60 percent that had been 
predetermined for the financial support of the 
church in 1977.67  
 
 Meanwhile, Presbyterians continued to 
develop plans for phase two of the ecumenical 
project under the leadership of Grace 
Presbytery. Like St. Barnabas, it was to be a joint 
Presbyterian-Methodist church, yet 60 percent 
of the financing and planning burden would be 
shouldered by Grace Presbytery. Leaders chose 

                                                           
65 Monday Morning: A Magazine for Presbyterian Ministers, vol. 
42, no. 17 (Oct. 3, 1977), p. 20, copy from St. Barnabas UMC 
Library. 
66 Pam and Ron Hall, interview, Sept. 18, 2017; Bill and Nancy 
Manning, interview, Sept. 18, 2017. 
67 Pam and Ron Hall, interview, Sept. 18, 2017; Bill and Nancy 
Manning, interview, Sept. 18, 2017. 
68 Betty Sicks, et al., “Twenty Five Years of Grace,” June 21, 2010, 
Grace Presbyterian Church of Arlington, Texas, 
http://churcharlington.com/about-grace/history-of-grace/the-
history-of-grace/, Sept. 22, 2017. Today, St. John the Apostle 
United Methodist Church literally shares a property line with 

a committee, a pastor, and a site for 
development at 5500 Mansfield Road in south 
Arlington. Methodist leaders declined to support 
this site for phase two and withdrew from the 
partnership because, according to Presbyterian 
leaders, the Methodist felt the site lay just 3 
miles, or “too near the Church of the Covenant 
[United Methodist Church].”68  

 
On Feb. 18, 1986, the Committee on 

Cooperative Church Development voted 
unanimously to dissolve the ecumenical 
partnership because (1) both churches 
continued to develop churches on their own in 
south Arlington, and (2) a second ecumenical 
church with Presbyterian leadership had never 
been a guiding principle. “Without casting blame 
on anyone for the alterations [in the original 
ecumenical covenant agreement], the resulting 
church is not what was originally approved by 
the two denominations.”69 Without missing a 
beat in their plans for church development, 
Presbyterians pushed ahead with the 
organization of Grace Presbyterian Church of 
Arlington, Texas, on April 6, 1986—the date of 
their first organizational worship service.70 

 
The ecumenical movement was by no 

means a “dead letter” for United Methodists. 
Within the Central Texas conference, for 
instance, Methodist leaders appointed several 
ordained ministers from four different 
denominations: Kenneth D. Altfather, 
Presbyterian USA, at Harris Hospital; Jann 
Aldredge Clanton, Southern Baptist, at St. John's 
United Methodist Church in Waco; Gary Lyn 
Hardwick, Southern Baptist, at the Methodist 
Home in Waco; and, Robert Lee Tice, Disciples of 

Grace Presbyterian Church, which bolsters the claim that 
denominational rivalry among the two church bodies by the 1980s 
bulldozed the cooperative spirit of the 1960s and 1970s. Arlington 
continued to grow in population and size, while church 
attendance also expanded during the Reagan years. 
69 1986 Journal, pp. 219-20. 
70 Betty Sicks, et al., “Twenty Five Years of Grace,” June 21, 2010, 
Grace Presbyterian Church of Arlington, Texas, 
http://churcharlington.com/about-grace/history-of-grace/the-
history-of-grace/, Sept. 22, 2017. 
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Christ, at the First United Methodist Church in 
Hurst.71  

 
Despite the seismic shift in St. Barnabas’ 

constitutional makeup, its membership changed 
little. Many married couples had joined St. 
Barnabas because one spouse was Presbyterian 
or Methodist, and the other was not. A married 
couple coming from different religious traditions 
was not unique, yet at St. Barnabas a Methodist-
Presbyterian couple could join together while 
maintaining their distinctive church 
memberships. That was very unique and special 
to this small segment of the church community, 
and to this very day it remains one of the touch-
stones of St. Barnabas. Church members 
reminisce about the “ecumenical era,” which has 
now faded over the years. In 1986, St. Barnabas 
Presbyterians became Methodist, or, as in the 
case of a few, they left the church.   

 
Given these challenges, Rev. Van Zile 

gracefully led St. Barnabas during the transition 
to a United Methodist Church. Financially, St. 
Barnabas continued to be self-supporting 
through the mid-1980s,72 even as the ecumenical 
support from Methodist and Presbyterian 
leaderships faded.  

 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
71 1986 Journal, p. 92. 
72 1985 Journal, p. 157. 
73 Twenty-five Years in the Light of Christ: St. Barnabas United 
Methodist Church, 1977-2002, printed booklet, St. Barnabas UMC 
Library; 1974 Journal, pp. 72, 208, 213; 1987 Journal, pp. 188-89. 

Establishing a 
Methodist 
Tradition 

 
In June 1986, the late Dr. Elden Douglas 

Traster, Jr., became the third pastor of St. 
Barnabas. Dr. Traster was the oldest and most 
experienced of the pastors who had served St. 
Barnabas up to that time. With a career dating 
back to 1950, Traster achieved deacon status in 
1952 and then elder/ordination in 1953. From 
1950 to 1970, Traster served the North Texas 
Conference, which then merged into the Central 
Texas Conference. In 1971 Traster, along with his 
wife Jean, started his first appointment as a 
pastor in the conference, serving at First 
Methodist Church in Euless. Jean Traster also 
served as the archivist for the Central Texas 
Conference at a time when the records were 
held at the Polytechnic United Methodist Church 
adjacent to the campus of Texas Wesleyan 
University in Fort Worth.73  

 
During the Traster years (1986-1990), St. 

Barnabas celebrated its 10th anniversary, which 
saw the return of Rev. Haynes for an anniversary 
service. The 10th Anniversary Worship Service 
took place on the 17th Sunday after Pentecost, 
with a message by Rev. Haynes entitled, 
“Tradition: Obstacle or Opportunity.”74 

 
With the celebration of the first ten 

years, the church purchased a second parsonage 
and began stewardship work. Also, new adult 
Sunday school classes and spiritual retreats 
began. An innovative small-group event called 
“Suppers Eight” took place. During Advent, a 
family brochure and live nativity scene were 

74 Anniversary Celebration program, Sunday, October 4, 1987, 
Celebrating Services of Constitution and Charter, Sunday, October 
30, 1977, copy in St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
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produced.  United Methodist hymnals were 
purchased. Parking areas were expanded to 
meet the church’s growth. A Congregational 
Care Committee was established. A third 
worship service at 9:30 AM was added. The 
Scholarship Trust Fund began, and the United 
Methodist Women assisted underprivileged 
families with Christmas angels.75 

 
 Following in Traster’s footsteps came Dr. 
John M. Lukert, the fourth pastor of St. Barnabas 
from 1990 to 1996. Dr. Lukert became a deacon 
in 1964 and an elder in full connection in 1967 in 
the North Texas Conference.  After spending four 
years outside the ministry, Lukert returned in 
1974. The Conference charged him with 
leadership development duties prior to his 
assignment to a church.  
 

In 1977, Lukert became pastor of the 
First United Methodist Church of Comanche, 
Texas (Brownwood District), where average 
attendance among the 492 members ran to 141. 
With 12 deaths added to new members, church 
membership made a positive gain of 7 new 
members—no small task in a rural Texas farming 
community. In 1981, Rev. Lukert became pastor 
of the First United Methodist Church of 
Hillsboro. He also served on the Inter-
Conference Task Force on Mexican-American 
Work and chaired the Board of Higher Education 
and Campus Ministry. He sought to expand 
campus ministries—such as the new chapter at 
Ranger Junior College—and to study and 
increase funding for higher education ministry. 
Using his creative gifts, Lukert designed the 
cover artwork (figure 21) of the 1983 Central 
Texas Conference Journal.76  
 
 During the Lukert years (1990-1996), St. 
Barnabas members formed a Vision Committee 
and began offering children’s Sunday school at 

                                                           
75 1987 Journal, pp. 188-89; 1989 Journal, p. 57; Twenty-five Years 
in the Light of Christ: St. Barnabas United Methodist Church, 1977-
2002, printed booklet, St. Barnabas UMC Library. 
76 1974 Journal, pp. 10, 46, 63, 82, 88 115;  1979 Journal, pp. 13, 
20, 28, 62, 79, 236; 1983 Journal, pp. 41, 68, 72, 96, 136-37, 199, 
cover matter. 

10:50 AM. The first annual report was produced, 
and the church’s mission statement was 
adopted. St. Barnabas gained its first African-
American associate pastor, Dr. Clifton O. 
Howard.77  
 

 
Figure 21: Dr. John M. Lukert designed the cover artwork of 
the 1983 Central Texas Conference Journal. After leaving St. 
Barnabas, Lukert became Fort Worth West District 
superintendent in 2000. Source: 1983 Journal, pp. 41, 68, 72, 
96, 136-37, 199, cover matter. 

The decades following Ronald Reagan’s 
election in 1980 saw an increase in church 
membership. Despite all the changes it had been 
through, St. Barnabas mirrored this trend. 
Membership grew to 1,250, with average 
worship attendance at 461 and average Sunday 
school attendance at 288.78 To meet the 
challenge of growth and vitality of facilities, St. 
Barnabas installed two portable classroom 

77 Dr. Luther W. Henry, interview, Aug. 6, 2017. 
78 Twenty-five Years in the Light of Christ: St. Barnabas United 
Methodist Church, 1977-2002, printed booklet, St. Barnabas UMC 
Library. 
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buildings, renovated the parlor, and remodeled 
the parsonage.79  

 
During the 1990s, St. Barnabas 

continued to add new programs that reflected 
the goals of its members and leaders. In 1991, St. 
Barnabas purchased hand-bells, implemented 
staff personnel policies, established a long-range 
plan, and began the Partnership with God pledge 
campaign. In 1992, Outreach Work Area summer 
projects developed and Adopt-a-Family 
Partnership involvement took place. The 
permanent lighted sign along Pleasant Ridge 
Road was installed.  

 
Continuing with its ecumenical and 

missional tradition, St. Barnabas attracted 86 
new members including Methodists (38), other 
denominations (21), and even those who were 
new to Christianity (27). In 1994, the Stephen 
Ministries began, and the farmhouse interior 
was renovated. Outreach included Okinawa 
missionary family, Arlington Night Shelter, 
Arlington Charities, Blood Drives, and the CROP 
Walk for Hunger. Membership in 1994 stood at 
1,390, with worship attendance averaging 391. 80  

 
St. Barnabas’ success as both an 

ecumenical church and as a United Methodist 
Church had ripple effects the casual churchgoer 
may not have known. In June 1994 at the Annual 
Conference the report on finance and 
administration noted a shortfall among 20 
churches totaling $120,626. This money was 
needed to support outreach endeavors such as 
Ministerial Education, Black Colleges, Mission 
Initiatives, the Lydia Patterson High School in El 
Paso, and the Texas United Methodist College 
Association. By using some contingency funds 
and with additional help from St. Barnabas and 
other churches, the Conference’s shortfall was 
met.81 

 

                                                           
79 1990 Journal, pp. 153-55. 
80 Twenty-five Years in the Light of Christ: St. Barnabas United 
Methodist Church, 1977-2002, printed booklet, St. Barnabas UMC 
Library. 
81 1994 Journal, p. 133. 

The last two years of Dr. Lukert’s 
administration saw even more growth and 
improvement. In 1995, the left-turn lane into the 
church property was built (enhancing traffic 
safety), the United Methodist Men was 
established, nine high school seniors received St. 
Barnabas scholarships, and Emmaus Walks 
involved several members. For the first time, 
worship services were recorded on cassette 
tapes, intercessory prayer chains ran over 3,000 
hours, worship service greeters began, the first 
stewardship/finance video was produced, new 
paraments for the sanctuary were purchased, 
and four Christmas Eve services began.  

 
From the beginning of January 1996 

through June of that year, Dr. Lukert oversaw the 
new capital campaign for a Family Life Center 
(F.L.C.) and for sanctuary renovation.82 After 
leaving St. Barnabas, Lukert became Fort Worth 
West district superintendent in 2000 and 
eventually moved back to Hillsboro.83 

 
From 1996 to 2004, Dr. Scott 

Youngblood served St. Barnabas as senior 
pastor. Having grown up in Arlington, Dr. 
Youngblood knew the community well. His sons 
both graduated from Martin High School, 
located just down Pleasant Ridge Road from St. 
Barnabas. These local roots gave Dr. Youngblood 
a distinct advantage while serving three 
Arlington churches: Good Shepherd (1984-
1989), St. Barnabas (1996-2004), and Trinity 
(2007-2013). Furthermore, while district 
superintendent from 2004 to 2007, Dr. 
Youngblood supervised the Arlington churches 
south of Interstate 20. 

 
 There were many changes during the 

Youngblood era (1996-2004) at St. Barnabas. In 
terms of physical plant improvement and 
development, plans for the F.L.C. were drawn up 
and the successful capital funding campaign was 

82 Twenty-five Years in the Light of Christ: St. Barnabas United 
Methodist Church, 1977-2002, printed booklet, St. Barnabas UMC 
Library. 
83 2000 Journal, pp. 8, 253. 
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completed. The building committee 
recommended and the church approved 
renovations of the sanctuary and education 
building at the same time that the F.L.C. was 
being built. The sanctuary was reoriented, a 
choir loft and elevated chancel were built, and 
new lighting and pews were installed.   
Additionally, repairs were made at the Orchard 
Hill parsonage (1998).  As the church grew, it 
became apparent that new parking was needed 
(2000).  In 2001, notes were burned when both 
parsonages were paid in full. Also, new 
playground equipment was installed that same 
year. Following the 9-11 Attacks, schools, 
businesses, and churches implemented new 
security systems like never before, so St. 
Barnabas added a new security system in 2002. 

 
In 1999, Rev. Gene Gurley replaced Dr. 

Clifton Howard as associate pastor. Dr. 

Youngblood and Rev. Gurley worked hard to 

initiate a new “Contemporary” service in the 

F.L.C. that met concurrently with the 11 o’clock 

service in the sanctuary. This increased the 

number of worship services each Sunday 

morning to four, an extraordinary effort that 

continues in 2017.   

In 2003, Rev. Annette VanZant Williams 

was appointed as the first female Associate 

Pastor at St. Barnabas. The following year, Dr. 

Youngblood left St. Barnabas to become the 

superintendent of the Fort Worth West District. 

New church program highlights from 1997 to 

2004 also included: 

 1997: Men’s and women’s choruses and 
Parent Advisory Committee; 

 1998: New Beginnings class and 
“Hilltoppers”; 

 1999: Lay Academy began and 11 certified 
lay leaders completed training; 

 2000: Director of Youth Ministry, Director of 
Music Ministry, and Director of Christian 

                                                           
84 Ben H. Feemster, “Composite Report of the Cabinet,” 1990 
Journal, pp. 151-53. 

Education and Children’s Ministry added as 
new full-time staff positions; 

 2000: Wednesday Night suppers (later called 
NBA Café); Martin High School “Feeding 
Frenzy”; 

 2001: full-time food service director; 
Parents’ Day Out program began; and, 

 2002: 16 certified lay leaders. 
 

Women and 
Minorities Emerge 

 
As the new century dawned, the role of 

women in church leadership began to receive 
greater attention. In the Conference cabinet 
report for 1990, Ben H. Feemster noted, “More 
than 3,000 women now serve as pastors of local 
congregations in the United Methodist Church.” 
“We are fortunate to have many outstanding 
women ministers in Central Texas 
Conference.”84  

 
It had been a long time in coming. The 

first woman in Arlington, Texas, to work outside 
the home as a secretary was hired by realtor Will 
Rose in 1911, and Mr. Rose went on to serve as 
mayor of Arlington from 1919 to 1923.85 From 
secretary for a local realtor to candidate for 
president of the United States, women’s roles in 
American society have drastically changed. It 
may have been too slow of a change for some, 
but women’s roles in the workplace gradually 
expanded over the decades, including in the area 
of church work.  
 

85 Evelyn Barker and Lea Worcester, Images of America: Arlington 
(Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2011), 32. 
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Figure 22: (l. to r.)  Rev. Weldon Haynes, Donna Paustian, 
Margie Porter, Winnie Seaman, Arlene Haynes, Beulah 
McColm, Winifred Seaman, and two unidentified women 
leaders from the 1970s at St. Barnabas. Source: Image from 
History scrapbook, St. Barnabas UMC Library.    

In areas of church service, as Ben 
Feemster says, women sought more 
opportunities. United Methodist Women 
meeting in Brownwood, Texas, back in 1975—
International Women’s Year—stated their 
mission for women and for minorities:  “[I]t is our 
goal,” reported Mrs. C.K. Burns, president of 
United Methodist Women, “to actively work for 
and encourage the involvement and 
participation of women of minority groups in 
leadership roles in United Methodist Women at 
all levels, and to seek to make visible to the 
church the leadership of women throughout the 
conference.”86  

 
While St. Barnabas lacked minority 

women among early leaders, women conference 
members played a huge role. The very land on 
which the church was built came from a female 
conference member: Florence (Frankie) 
Campbell Sargent. Also, Donna Paustian, the first 
lay leader to represent St. Barnabas at the 
Conference, continued to provide leadership 
and support for women and to strengthen the 
work of conference churches for many years. In 

                                                           
86 1975 Journal, p. 111. 
87 1999 Journal, p. 90. 
88 Carmen Goldthwaite, Texas Dames: Sassy and Savvy Women 
Throughout Lone Star History (Charleston, SC: The History Press, 
2012), 60-74, highlights two nineteenth-century Texas women, 
Rachel Linn DeSpain (Methodist) and Rev. Mary Billings 
(Universalist), who supported school and church building. 
DeSpain’s daughter, Esther (Hetty) DeSpain, who married Joseph 
Addison Clark and convinced him to become a strident Christian. 
They founded Add-Ran College in 1869, named for their first 
grandson. By 1879, their sons, Addison and Randolph Clark, 

1999, the Committee on the Status and Role of 
Women, led by Myrtis Parker, recognized 
Paustian’s efforts with the Bridge Builder 
Award.87 Women’s leadership had made St. 
Barnabas successful from the very beginning 
(figure 22).88    
 
 Would new leadership in the new 
century at St. Barnabas recognize such changes? 
Would a woman or minority cleric ever serve as 
senior pastor?  
 
 In 2004 Dr. Randy M. Wild became the 
sixth pastor of St. Barnabas. A native of Hurst, 
Texas, Dr. Wild was called to the ministry first 
while a student at L.D. Bell High School, where 
he graduated in 1970. From there, he completed 
a bachelor’s degree in business from Texas Tech 
University in 1974. After college, Dr. Wild 
volunteered for United Methodist Youth 
Fellowship and then as a camp counselor at Glen 
Lake that summer when he felt the call again for 
ministry. He then decided to enroll for a master’s 
in divinity from the Brite Divinity School at Texas 
Christian University, which he completed in 
1979.89   

 
As senior pastor, Dr. Wild renewed St. 

Barnabas’ efforts to diversify church leadership. 
During the Wild years (2003-2010) two women 
pastors served as associate pastors. Annette 
VanZant Williams served as associate pastor 
from 2003 to 2006 and was replaced by Rev. 
Deborah (Decee) Horton, who served at St. 
Barnabas until 2010 and then at Handley UMC 
until her retirement. These were milestone 
achievements for the Conference with emerging 
women and minority leaders in Methodist 
churches.90 

assumed control of Add-Ran College, the forerunner of Texas 
Christian University. “Joseph Addison Clark (1815-1901),” 
Handbook of Texas Online, edited by R.L. 
Roberts,” http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fc
l10, accessed July 3, 2017. 
89 The Central Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
“Dr. Randy Wild, Executive Director,” 
http://www.ctcumc.org/drrandywildexecutivedirector, Accessed 
June 19, 2017. 
90 2004 Journal, p. 89; 2006 Journal, p. 147; 2012 Journal, p. 126; 
The Central Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church, 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fcl10
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fcl10
http://www.ctcumc.org/drrandywildexecutivedirector
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In August 2005, Hurricane Katrina hit the 

New Orleans area, displacing hundreds of 
thousands of residents of coastal areas across 
Louisiana and Mississippi. Because the City of 
New Orleans had to be evacuated, thousands 
fled to Texas, especially the Houston area. The 
numbers of evacuees were so great, however, 
that churches in north Texas, including St. 
Barnabas, accepted these evacuees. The St. 
Barnabas leadership unanimously agreed, 
recalled Dr. Wild. “None of us had any idea what 
we were getting ourselves into,” as the F.L.C. was 
temporarily converted into a shelter for 
approximately 90 people. During that time 
period, St. Barnabas partnered with the 
American Red Cross, which provided bedding, 
medical assistance, laundry, meals, etc., for all of 
these dislocated people whose homes had been 
flooded. Usual routines came to a stand-still; no 
contemporary services, Sunday school classes, 
youth groups, NBA Café, etc., took place while 
the F.L.C. served as a temporary “home.” “I was 
extremely proud of SBUMC,” Dr. Wild 
proclaimed, “for stepping up to the plate in this 
endeavor!!!”91 
 

In 2006, Dr. Luther W. Henry, Sr., the 
first African-American district superintendent in 
the Central Conference, arrived at St. Barnabas 
as an associate pastor of congregational care. Dr. 
Henry graduated from Carver High School in 
Midland, Texas, received his BA from Huston-
Tillotson University in Austin, Texas, and 
received his doctorate in divinity from Gammon 
Theological Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia. Before 
the integration of SMU’s Perkins School of 
Theology, African Americans who sought a 
divinity degree had to attend Gammon during 
the era of Jim Crow segregation.92  

 

                                                           
“Decee Horton,” http://www.ctcumc.org/clergydetail/626650, 
accessed July 3, 2017. 
91 Dr. Randy M. Wild, interview, July 13, 2017. 

 
Figure 23: After serving as senior pastor for St. Barnabas 
from 2003 to 2010, Dr. Randy M. Wild became executive 
director of the Center for Mission Support and a member of 
the cabinet of the Central Texas Conference. Among all St. 
Barnabas pastor, Dr. Wild has risen to the highest level of 
church leadership other than bishop. Source: 
http://www.ctcumc.org/clergydetail/626746, accessed 
June 10, 2017.  

 
 St. Barnabas began a $2 million capital 
campaign to fund new construction and 
renovations in 2008-2009. The money was used 
to expand the sanctuary, add the newest two-
story education building, add more parking, and 
support a new community multi-purpose 
building now known as Barnabas Hall. The new 
education building was connected to the old 
building. In the sanctuary, additional pews and 
worship screens were added. The platform for 
the sacristy was reconfigured and expanded.93 
 
 While the church building itself 
underwent change, church leaders also accepted 
new charges for leadership elsewhere. A 
significant milestone in church leadership 
involved St. Barnabas’ senior pastor, Dr. Wild, 

92 “Pastors and Staff,” St. Barnabas United Methodist Church, 
http://www.sbumc.org/pastors-and-leadership/dr-luther-henry-
pastor-of-congregational-care, accessed June 10, 2017. 
93 2009 Journal, p. 276; 2008 Journal, p. 291; Dr. Randy M. Wild, 
interview, July 13, 2017. 

http://www.ctcumc.org/clergydetail/626650
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http://www.sbumc.org/pastors-and-leadership/dr-luther-henry-pastor-of-congregational-care


St. Barnabas United Methodist Church of Arlington, Texas, Turns Forty (1977-2017) 

 

32 
 

who was charged to become district 
superintendent for the Mid-Cities District. With 
Dr. Wild’s departure, in June 2010 the 
Conference installed Rev. Dr. Willard (Will) N. 
Cotton from the Northwest Texas/New Mexico 
area.  
 

Originally from New Castle, 
Pennsylvania, Dr. Cotton completed his doctoral 
studies at Austin Presbyterian Seminary.94 Like 
the famous 17th-century Massachusetts minister 
John Cotton, Will Cotton excelled as a theologian 
and minister. Because of his outstanding 
sermons, Dr. Cotton became the first St. 
Barnabas pastor to receive the Bishop’s 
Preaching Excellence Award. This award 
recognizes pastors who have a demonstrated 
pattern of excellence as a communicator of the 
Gospel. “Proclaiming the Good News revealed in 
Jesus Christ was the beginning, middle, and end 
of John Wesley’s entire life’s work,” Bishop 
Lowry explained when he established the award 
program in 2009. In 2014, Dr. Cotton became the 
fifth recipient of the award, with his name added 
to a plaque in the Central Texas Conference 
Service Center. He also received $1,000 to be 
used as he saw fit for further personal ministry 
development.95  
 
 When Dr. Cotton began his tenure as 
pastor in 2010, a retired family physician and a 
registered nurse were trying to establish a free 
health clinic. Their goal, as the clinic’s mission 
now states, was “To provide free, quality, 
compassionate healthcare to individuals and 
families of North Texas dealing with chronic and 
non-emergency acute illnesses, who have 
barriers to accessing healthcare, by promoting 
wellness and providing physical, emotional, and 
spiritual care in a loving, nurturing 
environment.”96 
 

                                                           
94 “First Church Welcomes Rev. Dr. Will Cotton,” First United 
Methodist Church of Round Rock, n.d., http://fumc-rr.org/first-
church-welcomes-rev-dr-will-cotton/, accessed June 5, 2017.  
95 2016 Journal, p. 208. 
96 Fran Martin, “About Us—Our Story: Open Arms (Free) Health 
Clinic,” https://www.openarmshealthclinic.org/our-mission, 
accessed Jul. 13, 2017; Dr. Will Cotton, interview, July 9, 2017. 

 In November 2011, the Open Arms 

Health Clinic opened as a 501.c.3 non-profit 

located at 3921 West Green Oaks Blvd., a very 

short distance from St. Barnabas. Overseen by a 

board that included St. Barnabas associate 

pastor Mike Rodden, former pastor Randy Wild, 

and Bishop Mike Lowry himself, Open Arms 

Clinic operated in just 2,500 square feet of space. 

The clinic was organized into six examination 

rooms, a 20-seat lobby, children's reading room, 

staff lunchroom, and a small conference room. 

In this compact space, a rotating group of 

volunteer doctors, physician assistants, nurse 

practitioners, nurses, medical technicians, social 

workers, interpreters and office staff provide 

compassionate, quality care to patients at no 

cost.97  

“We say that God's fingerprints are all 
over this," said Executive Director Fran Martin, a 
registered nurse whose day job is as clinical 
instructor at the University of Texas at 
Arlington’s College of Nursing. “I've always 
wanted to work at a free clinic,” said Dr. Bob Ure, 
a family physician who has retired from private 
practice but continues working part time. It was 
Ure’s mother-in-law who presented the idea of a 
free clinic to be located at St. Barnabas. Church 
leaders approved the plan. When planners 
realized how much space would be needed, 
however, there was a momentary crisis until an 
anonymous benefactor came forward to provide 
the new space for the Open Arms Health Clinic.98 
 
 As demonstrated by providing a free 
health clinic, St. Barnabas Church has proven to 
be a bulwark of Christian faith over and over 
again. Providing consistency while adapting to 
change has been a key to the church’s success. 
This is why families continue to turn to St. 
Barnabas as their faith home. Fifteen years ago, 

97 Fran Martin, “About Us—Our Story: Open Arms (Free) Health 

Clinic,” https://www.openarmshealthclinic.org/our-mission, 
accessed Jul. 13, 2017. 
98 Patrick M. Walker, “Free Arlington medical clinic is interchurch 
effort,” Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Feb. 15, 2012, p. A, NewsBank, 
infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/13CEDD104323
5C28?p=NewsBank, accessed Jun. 17, 2017. 
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in honor of St. Barnabas’ 25th anniversary, church 
leaders compiled a booklet on the church’s 
history. This booklet included important 
testimonials about what St. Barnabas means to 
families. One family described their relationship 
with the church in ways that seem connected to 
the past while sounding very familiar today:  
 
St. Barnabas is meeting the spiritual and service 
needs of the whole family. We have only been 
members for less than 2 months, [yet] Ralph has 
already been asked to work with the sound and 
do lay leadership roles, which he is thrilled about. 
Both Ralph and I intend to take advantage of the 
Emmaus Community activities. Our oldest 
daughter, Susan, went on the choir trip to 
Colorado and really enjoys her new friends in the 
youth group and the Vision Choir. Amanda, our 
younger daughter, along with Susan, has enjoyed 
helping to paint the new Sunday school area. 
Amanda is looking forward to joining the Vision 
Choir also. We already feel that St. Barnabas is 
home.99  

 
St. Barnabas as a 

Symbol 
  

April 1, 2012, seemed like any other 
Palm Sunday. Dr. Cotton delivered another 
rousing sermon. Children, led by their dedicated 
Sunday school teachers, marched through the 
aisles of the sanctuary waving palm fronds. As 
fate would have it, however, this particular Palm 
Sunday fell on “April fool’s day,” and the weather 
that coming week was nobody’s fool.  

 

                                                           
99 Ralph, Patty, Susan & Amanda Poore , “What St. Barnabas 
Means…,” in Twenty-five Years in the Light of Christ: St. Barnabas 
United Methodist Church, 1977-2002, printed booklet, St. 
Barnabas UMC Library.  
100 Bud Kennedy, “Keeping faith during and after the storm,” Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram, Apr. 4, 2012, p. B, 

The following Tuesday, April 3, 2012, an 
EF2 tornado packing winds up to 135 M.P.H. 
wrecked homes and businesses throughout 
southwest Arlington. St. Barnabas would not be 
spared the ravages of this storm. That Tuesday 
morning, 82 children fearfully crouched in the 
closets and safe spaces of St. Barnabas Church, 
as winds ripped trees out of the ground, the roof 
of the church blew off, windows shattered, and 
rainwater poured into the Early Education 
Center of the church. The very same tree that sat 
adjacent to the new sanctuary when it opened in 
1979, now sat literally upside down. The 
powerful tornado plucked it like a weed from the 
earth (figure 24).100 

 
 While the tornado raged, fear mounted. 
The director of children’s ministry, Cathy Smith, 
and other teachers started a game of hide-and-
seek in order to persuade children to crawl 
beneath choir robes to protect them from flying 
debris. “We told the children we were just 
having an emergency drill and had them get in 
the duck-and-cover position,” Smith said. “Many 
of the teachers joined hands and began to pray.” 
Five-year-old church member Blair Rayburn 
remembered being scared while hiding under 
the robes. She said, “The walls broke and the rain 
came inside.”101  

 

 

www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/13DEFFF9
2589A268?p+NewsBank, accessed Jun. 17, 2017.   
101 Jim Jones, “A year after Easter tornado, Arlington church 
celebrates love, grace and renewal,” Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 
Mar. 31, 2013, 
www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/1455FB47
54C02A10?p=NewsBank, accessed Jun. 17, 2017. 

http://www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/13DEFFF92589A268?p+NewsBank
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Figure 24: St. Barnabas United Methodist Church following 
the tornado of April 3, 2012. This tree is the same one that 
stood adjacent to the west side of the new sanctuary when 
it opened in 1979. Source: Amazon News Service. 

 
With no deaths and few injuries, this 

powerful storm generated a powerful force of 
revitalization in the aftermath of the storm. 
Amidst the devastated community of southwest 
Arlington, St. Barnabas Church stood as a 
testament to the power of faith and 
regeneration. The faith and resilience of the 
church offered a symbol of hope.  

 
Lay leader Kim Simpson, a member of St. 

Barnabas since 1981, drove to the church after 
the storm had passed on Tuesday afternoon of 
April 3rd. “When I saw the destruction,” Simpson 
told a reporter from the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram, “I wept.” "But then I stopped 
[crying]," she said, realizing, "The church is not 
the building; it’s the people."102  

 
Church leaders estimated that repairs 

would take months and cost $3.6 million.103 
While damage estimates were tallied, church 
leaders prepared for an Easter service like no 
one had ever experienced.  

 
"[The Easter Sunrise Service following 

the storm] would probably be more special than 
any other Easter morning in a long time... 
[because] what matters is we are still here," said 
church member Lisa Odom. In the past close to 
60 members would attend the Sunrise Service, 
but this year nearly 400 arrived with lawn chairs 
and blankets ready to worship. The service 
lasted for about an hour, and music filled the air, 
leaving many to feel that the service gave them 
much needed hope and perspective.  
 

                                                           
102 Sarah Bahari, “Tornado-damaged church in Arlington holds 
Easter service,” Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Apr. 9, 2012, p. A, 
www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/13E0A5C7
19BD7E28?p=NewsBank, accessed June 17, 2017. 
103 Eden Stiffman, “Arlington Church celebrates homecoming after 
tornado damage,” Sept. 2012, Dallas News, 
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/arlington/2012/09/16/arlingt

 
Figure 25: Easter sunrise service days after the tornado in 
April 2012. Source: Amanda Fitzpatrick, “Tornado Damaged 
Church Celebrates Easter,” NBCDFW Channel 5 News, Apr. 
8, 2012, http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tornado-

Damaged-Church-Celebrates-Easter.html, accessed June 
10, 2017. 

"You don't really understand the true 
meaning of it until something like this happens, 
and it just reminds you to be thankful for 
everything," said Odom. Another church 
member, Kay Jackson, said, "Today … has a 
different flavor [because] you see the wounded 
church in the back, but we're the church, the 
people, and we are not wounded. And we are 
going to go out and do more for the glory of the 
Lord.”104  

 
Simpson and other members spent the 

week mopping up water, removing broken glass, 
and clearing large limbs from the grounds. Help 
came swiftly. Dignitaries surveyed the scene and 
offered assistance: Arlington’s Mayor Robert 
Kluck, Tarrant County Judge Glen Whitley, and 
U.S. Senator John Cornyn toured the buildings 
and grounds with senior pastor Will Cotton, who 
had recently returned to work after cancer 
surgery.  

 
"We were just remarking that as much 

devastation as there is, no lives were lost,” 
Senator Cornyn said. “We're all grateful for that, 
but a lot of people's lives were disrupted.” 
“We're here to make sure there is a seamless 

on-church-celebrates-homecoming-after-tornado-damage, 
accessed June 10, 2017. 
104 Amanda Fitzpatrick, “Tornado Damaged Church Celebrates 
Easter,” NBCDFW Channel 5 News, Apr. 8, 2012, 
http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tornado-Damaged-Church-
Celebrates-Easter.html, accessed June 10, 2017. 
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https://www.dallasnews.com/news/arlington/2012/09/16/arlington-church-celebrates-homecoming-after-tornado-damage
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/arlington/2012/09/16/arlington-church-celebrates-homecoming-after-tornado-damage
http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tornado-Damaged-Church-Celebrates-Easter.html
http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tornado-Damaged-Church-Celebrates-Easter.html
http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tornado-Damaged-Church-Celebrates-Easter.html
http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Tornado-Damaged-Church-Celebrates-Easter.html
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process starting here with the mayor and the 
judge and the state level with the governor and 
then in Washington.”105  

 
Strangers sent checks. Neighbors 

delivered food and water. Area churches offered 
space until St. Barnabas could rebuild, which 
would take several months. A team of church 
members toured nearby neighborhoods, helping 
homeowners clear brush and repair damage.   

 
“Why here? Why now?” asked Mike 

Rodden, associate pastor at St. Barnabas, during 
the Easter Sunrise service after the storm (figure 
25). “God is with us always … even in the hardest 
times,” Rodden reassured worshippers.  

 

  It turned out to be an Easter like no 
other. St. Barnabas cancelled Maundy Thursday 
services, but Tate Springs Baptist Church just 
down Pleasant Ridge Road hosted the Good 
Friday service for St. Barnabas members. Martin 
High School hosted the Easter egg hunt, which 
was re-scheduled from Saturday to Sunday. 
Easter Sunday’s “sonrise” service took place but 
on the front lawn because of all the broken glass 
and debris in the back of the church atop the hill 
where this service was usually held. A sign had 
been put up along Pleasant Ridge Drive that 
read: “Our building is down but the church is 
standing. Happy Easter.”  
 

Early morning Easter “sonrise” service 
usually draws 100, but on this occasion over 300 
worshippers sang and prayed while a large 
generator hummed in the background. At the 10 
a.m. Easter Sunday service over 1,000 people 
packed Martin High School’s auditorium. Lilies 
and a cross made of roses adorned the stage. The 

                                                           
105 Patrick M. Walker, “DFW tornado recovery continues amid 
hopes of quick federal aid,” Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Apr. 7, 
2012, p. B, 
www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/13DFFD0F
38C98960?p=NewsBank, accessed Jun. 17,  2017. 
106 “Flock from tornado-hit Arlington church still counts Easter 
blessings,” Dallas News, Apr. 8, 2012,  
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/news/2012/04/08/flockfrom-
tornadohitarlingtonchurchstillcountseasterblessings/, accessed 
June 8, 2017. 

three St. Barnabas pastors, Will Cotton, Mike 
Rodden, and Luther Henry, walked onto the 
stage wearing hard hats with their robes.  

 
The outpouring of help also became a 

theme in Sunday’s services. Rev. Cotton talked 
about volunteer helpers from other churches, 
including one in Houston, Tate Springs Baptist 
offering to house the preschool for a couple of 
months, Seventh-Day Adventist Church lending 
its sanctuary for Sunday services because it 
meets on Saturdays. “They said they would 
charge what Christ would,” Cotton said. “So it’s 
free.” “It’s been an amazing week … and an 
amazing time of sharing.”106 The story of St. 
Barnabas and the storm was even picked up by a 
CBS television news affiliate in western 
Massachusetts.107 
 
 Just as in its rapid rise as a new 
ecumenical church in 1977, St. Barnabas quickly 
bounced back from the 2012 tornado, which 
caused millions of dollars in damage. By 
September 2012, just five months after the 
tornado, St. Barnabas had completed its 
renovations faster than anticipated. Six million 
dollars in insurance coverage, $80,000 in 
donations from the community, including 
$40,000 from other Central Texas Conference 
churches, enabled St. Barnabas to resume 
normal operation without adding to its debt 
burden. This amazing generosity seemed to 
transform the theme for the 2012 Conference, 
“Energizing and Equipping Local Churches,” into 
a very real promise (figure 26).108 
 
 

107 “Kids hide under choir robes, ride out Texas tornado,” posted 
Apr. 5, 2012, updated Apr. 18, 2013, 
http://www.westernmassnews.com/story/17346739/kids-hide-
under-choir-robes-ride-out-texas-tornado, accessed Jul. 4, 2017. 
108 Shirley Jinkins, “St. Barnabas congregation’s back in their 
sanctuary after tornado repair,” Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Sept. 
17, 2012, p. B, 
www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/1415B623
A9647750?p=NewsBank, accessed Jun. 17, 2017; Lance Marshall, 
“Center for Mission Support,” 2013 Journal, p. 181. 

http://www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/13DFFD0F38C98960?p=NewsBank
http://www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/13DFFD0F38C98960?p=NewsBank
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/news/2012/04/08/flockfromtornadohitarlingtonchurchstillcountseasterblessings/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/news/2012/04/08/flockfromtornadohitarlingtonchurchstillcountseasterblessings/
http://www.westernmassnews.com/story/17346739/kids-hide-under-choir-robes-ride-out-texas-tornado
http://www.westernmassnews.com/story/17346739/kids-hide-under-choir-robes-ride-out-texas-tornado
http://www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/1415B623A9647750?p=NewsBank
http://www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/1415B623A9647750?p=NewsBank
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Figure 26: The theme for the 2012 Central Texas Conference, 
“Energizing and Equipping Local Churches,” became a very 
real promise to St. Barnabas United Methodist Church, 
beneficiary of disaster relief from the Conference and 
member churches following the April 2012 EF-2 tornado. 
Image source: 2012 Journal, front matter. 

 In the days, months, and even years 
following the storm, everyone seemed to 
continue to refer to things at St. Barnabas as 
either before or after the storm. Indeed, when 
Rev. Cotton announced his plans to leave St. 
Barnabas in the spring of 2016, he still talked 
about how much the storm had impacted the 
church community as well as himself. The storm 
made the church better somehow.  
 

On the one-year anniversary of the 
storm, Dr. Cotton told a reporter about the gifts 
sent from all over the country. The church itself 
is “like a new place," with upgraded sound, 
lighting, and projector equipment. "Our Family 
Life Center now has a true gym-type floor, 
replacing stained carpeting.” “All the church 
pews had to be reupholstered because of 
embedded glass."109  

 

                                                           
109 Jim Jones, “A year after Easter tornado, Arlington church 
celebrates love, grace and renewal,” Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 
Mar. 31, 2013, 
www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/1455FB47
54C02A10?p=NewsBank, accessed Jun. 17, 2017. 

Cotton had his own renewal of a sort. On 
the day the tornado hit, he had visited his doctor 
for a checkup; it was the one-month anniversary 
of his cancer surgery. "My first Sunday back in 
the pulpit after having a kidney removed, I did a 
whole thing on the tragedies that come our way. 
I said that God does not send them, but he's 
always in the midst of them. I was tracing my 
own journey. I had no idea I was preparing the 
congregation," he said, “for the tornado.”  

 
By 2013, one year after the storm, 

Cotton's doctor told him he was cancer-free. Dr. 
Cotton felt gratitude, yet he was quick to point 
out that not everything about the storm 
produced a positive result. “We had some post-
traumatic issues,” Cotton told a reporter. “Right 
away, the kids had dreams and nightmares and 
their own ways of describing what happened.” 
During counseling, children drew pictures, and 
one picture showed a monster like Godzilla 
wrecking everything. “We went to see the 
movie, Oz the Great and Powerful [2013], and … 
the tornado scene … sounds were identical to 
what I had heard a year ago. For a moment, I had 
this sick, anxious feeling, and my wife asked me, 
‘Are you going to be OK?’” Others had similar 
experiences. “I think the children are really doing 
well,” but cautioning, Cotton said, “Still, it's 
something you don't forget.”110 

 
As time passed, St. Barnabas took steps 

towards a new normal. Sunday school, mission 
trips, the rhythm of the seasons of life and faith 
resumed. New programs arose and new leaders 
arrived.  

 
Most notable among the new programs 

was a regenerated “contemporary service.” Held 
on the stage of the Family Life Center, 
contemporary worship began on Saturday 
nights, featuring electrified instruments, a lead 
vocalist, back-up singers, and loud amplified 

110 Jim Jones, “A year after Easter tornado, Arlington church 
celebrates love, grace and renewal,” Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 
Mar. 31, 2013, 
www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/1455FB47
54C02A10?p=NewsBank, accessed Jun. 17, 2017. 

http://www.infoweb.newsbank.com/resources/doc/nb/news/1455FB4754C02A10?p=NewsBank
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sound under the guidance of musician David 
Pfleger, who came to St. Barnabas from Rush 
Creek Baptist Church.111 As attendance at the 
contemporary service rose, it was moved to 
Sunday mornings, taking place at the same time 
as the traditional 11:00 o’clock service.  

 
During this era, Rev. Mike Rodden 

tended to lead the contemporary service, while 
Dr. Will Cotton led the three traditional services. 
At times, they mixed it up, and it was almost 
humorous to watch them step in and out like 
championship wrestlers tagging teammates in 
and out of the ring. 

 
 All of this flux would be the 
responsibility of a new senior pastor beginning in 
June 2016, the first woman to hold the post in 
the history of St. Barnabas. Women have 
received full clergy rights since 1956, a decision 
that was reaffirmed in 1968 when the Methodist 
Church merged with the Evangelical United 
Brethren to form the United Methodist Church.  
 

As has been noted, women have played 
tremendous roles at St. Barnabas throughout its 
history. With the arrival of Rev. Dr. Virginia 
(Ginger) O. Bassford, Ph.D., St. Barnabas became 
one of the few large churches in the nation to be 
led by a female senior pastor.  
 

Transplanted to Texas at less than three 
months of age, Dr. Bassford grew up in the 
Austin area, becoming the first female member 
of the Manor High School Future Farmers of 
America (F.F.A.). After completing a degree in 
writing from St. Edward’s University, the 
Bassford family moved to Euless, Texas, in order 
for Ginger to attend the Perkins School of 
Theology at SMU. While working on her Masters 
of Divinity, Ginger pastored several small 

                                                           
111 “Pastors and Staff,” St. Barnabas United Methodist Church, 
http://www.sbumc.org/pastors-and-leadership/david-pfleger-
director-of-music-and-worship-for-encounter/ , accessed June 10, 
2017; “David Pfleger biography,” 
http://www.themusicisgreat.com/bio, accessed June 10, 2017.  
112 Virginia O. Bassford, Lord, I Love the Church: And We Need 
Help! (Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2012), is part of the Adaptive 
Leadership series. Duke University’s Divinity School published Dr. 

churches in Navarro and Limestone counties. 
She was ordained Deacon in 1994 and became 
an Elder in 1999.  

 
Rev. Dr. Bassford served for a number of 

years as district superintendent for the North 
District of the Central Texas Conference. Not 
only that, but Rev. Dr. Bassford is the only St. 
Barnabas pastor who is also a published 
academic.112 With a Ph.D. in family studies from 
Texas Woman’s University, Bassford teaches 
courses in church leadership at the Brite Divinity 
School of Texas Christian University, while 
leading St. Barnabas into its next phase.113  

 
Conclusion 

 
There are three key events in the history 

of St. Barnabas Church. First, the conception of 
the idea, which was—uniquely in the case of St. 
Barnabas Church of Arlington—the 
establishment of an ecumenical Methodist-
Presbyterian church. Second key event was the 
establishment and growth of St. Barnabas, 
beginning with an organizing pastor and the first 
families who showed an interest. Through their 
dedication, St. Barnabas Church members 
witnessed to the world in the name of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. The growth of the 
church continued through building programs 
and missional outreach over the last 40 years. 
Finally, church renewal and regeneration was 
the third key event of St. Barnabas’ history. 
Whether it be the 2012 storm or a baptism, 
communion, or missional witness to faith in 
Jesus, renewal, resurrection, or rebirth 
demonstrate the power of collective faith. 

 

Bassford’s articles as part of its award-winning publication Faith 
and Leadership series: 
https://www.faithandleadership.com/search/dws-google-
cse/Bassford.  
113 2015 Journal, pp. 19; 2016 Journal, pp. 184; “Pastors and 
Staff,” St. Barnabas United Methodist Church, 
http://www.sbumc.org/pastors-and-leadership/rev-virginia-o-
ginger-bassford-phd-senior-pastor, accessed June 10, 2017. 

http://www.sbumc.org/pastors-and-leadership/david-pfleger-director-of-music-and-worship-for-encounter/
http://www.sbumc.org/pastors-and-leadership/david-pfleger-director-of-music-and-worship-for-encounter/
http://www.themusicisgreat.com/bio
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St. Barnabas is the first church among 
Texas Protestant mainline churches to begin as 
an ecumenical church combining Methodists, 
Presbyterians, and others. It was born of an idea 
that became popular over the course of war and 
conflict in the twentieth century. It arose in 
Arlington, Texas, because of the town’s rapid 
change in the decades following World War II, 
and the unique vision of its leaders, 
encompassing business, real estate 
development, and churches as providing social 
cohesion.  

 
As church historian Mark Noll notes, 

churches have a historical character that 
provides perspective on how Christian 

communities evolved. It helps churchgoers work 
through the challenges of Christian interaction 
within St. Barnabas United Methodist Church 
and throughout the community at large. It gives 
followers of Jesus Christ a better perspective on 
understanding God’s sustaining work in the 
church and the relative importance of 
theological issues. 
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Appendix 1: St. Barnabas Pastors 
  

Dates Senior Pastors Associate Pastors 

1977-1983 Rev. K. Weldon Haynes Rev. Mark Davidson (1982-1983)—United Presbyterian 
 

1983-1986 Rev. Larry Van Zile Rev. George Terry Faison (1983-1986)—Presbyterian  
Rev. Frank Briggs (1985-1989) 
 

1986-1989 Rev. Elden Traster, Jr. Rev. Frank Briggs (1985-1989) 
 

1989-1996 Dr. John M. Lukert Rev. S. Mark Winter (1989-1992)  
Dr. Clifton O. Howard (1992-1999) 
 

1996-2004 Dr. Scott Youngblood Dr. Clifton O. Howard (1992-1999)  
Rev. D. Gene Gurley, Jr. (1999-2003) 
 

2004-2010 Dr. Randy M. Wild Rev. Annette VanZant Williams (2003-2006)  
Rev. Deborah Horton (2006-2010)  
Dr. Luther Henry (2006-present) 
 

2010-2016 Dr. Will Cotton Dr. Luther Henry (2005-present)  
Rev. Deborah Horton (2006-2010)  
Rev. Mike Rodden (2010-present)  
 

2016-present Rev. Dr. Ginger 
Bassford, Ph.D. 

Rev. Mike Rodden (2010-present)  
Dr. Luther Henry (2006-present) 
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Rev. K. Weldon Haynes, organizing pastor (1977-1983) 

A native of Santa Anna, Texas, Rev. Weldon Haynes graduated from Santa Anna High School in 1961, 

where he met his future wife, Arlene Welch. Haynes went on to receive a bachelor’s from McMurry 

College in Abilene and then his master’s in divinity from the Perkins School of Theology of Southern 

Methodist University. When first approached about the idea of organizing a new church in southwest 

Arlington, Rev. Haynes balked. He had served as an associate pastor at the First Richardson. Not only 

was St. Barnabas a new church that needed to be organized, but it was to be the first ecumenical church 

in Texas history, a joint effort by Methodists and Presbyterians (North and South) to meet the growing 

needs of southwest Arlington without competing with one another. Haynes moved into the church 

parsonage at 6322 Orchard Hill Drive—a three bedroom, two bath home of 1,658 square feet—where 

wife, Arlene, and their daughter, Elizabeth, lived just minutes away from St. Barnabas Church on Old 

Pleasant Ridge Road. The ecumenical experiment turned out to be an enormous success, due in no small 

part to Haynes’ ability to blend styles of worship from Methodism and Presbyterianism while 

maintaining a firm hand with United Methodist leadership—since the Methodist Board of National 

Missions purchased the property and supported 60 percent of the cost of the church’s development and 

support. On the 10th Anniversary Worship Service (17th Sunday after Pentecost), founding Minister 

Weldon Haynes delivered the message, “Tradition: Obstacle or Opportunity.” 
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Rev. Larry Van Zile, pastor (1983-1986) 

Rev. Larry Van Zile grew up in Monroe, Louisiana, and graduated from West Monroe High School in 
1960. After high school, Rev. Van Zile attended Lon Morris College in Jacksonville, Texas, and then Texas 
Wesleyan University in Fort Worth, where he received his bachelor’s degree. He completed his master’s 
in divinity from the Perkins School of Theology of Southern Methodist University in 1967. Rev. Van Zile 
became a deacon in 1965 and achieved elder and ordination in 1967. Afterwards, he served many 
churches, large and small, suburban and rural, including First Grapevine, First Mansfield, First Hillsboro, 
and First Stephenville. In 1973, Rev. Van Zile became senior pastor at St. Stephen’s in east Arlington, 
serving many families whose parents worked for General Motors, Six Flags, or the new major league 
expansion team, the Texas Rangers. Rev. Van Zile took the helm at St. Barnabas from its organizing 
pastor. Van Zile’s associate pastor, George Terry Faison—Presbyterian USA, served alongside him to 
build the waning Presbyterian segment of the ecumenical church. St. Barnabas continued to grow during 
the Van Zile years, especially among the Methodist segment. Evidence of expansion included the 
Education Wing of 6,800 square feet was built (1984), United Methodist Women went on their first 
retreat (1984), and the note on the parsonage at 6322 Orchard Hill Drive was paid (1984). Sadly, 
however, the ecumenical experiment between Methodism and Presbyterianism came to an end by 
1986. In the nine years since the church’s founding in 1977, Presbyterians did not join the church in the 
same numbers as Methodists, making their percentage of the church decline. At the same time, other 
Presbyterian churches grew and even First Presbyterian Church moved from downtown Arlington to 
South Collins as the population of Arlington expanded southwardly. Rev. Van Zile gracefully led the 
church in the transition to a United Methodist Church. The transition from ecumenical to Methodist in 
1986 was a difficult time, but, as Rev. Van Zile said, “we only lost two families.” After leaving St. 
Barnabas in 1986, Rev. Van Zile worked for the Central Texas Methodist Foundation. With his gentle yet 
persuasive style of leadership, Larry increased stewardship programs, capital campaigns, and Certificates 
of Participation, all helped to build the fund’s assets to over $25 million. In retirement, Larry Van Zile 
and his wife, Mary, returned to his beloved St. Barnabas where he is a choir member and occasionally, 
as the need arose, Larry steps in to serve in ministerial roles. 
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Dr. Elden Traster, Jr. (1928-2006), pastor (1986-1990) 

Elden Traster was the oldest and most experienced of the pastors who served St. Barnabas. Active since 
1950, Traster achieved deacon status in 1952, elder/ordination in 1953. From 1950 to 1970, Traster 
served the North Texas Conference until 1970 when it merged into the Central Texas Conference. In 
1971, Rev. Traster, along with his wife Jean, started his first appointment as a pastor in the conference, 
serving at First Euless. Jean Traster also served as the archivist for the Central Texas Conference at a 
time when the records were held at the Polytechnic United Methodist Church adjacent to the campus of 
Texas Wesleyan University. During the Traster years, St. Barnabas celebrated its 10th anniversary, which 
saw the return of Rev. Haynes for an anniversary service. With the celebration of the first ten years, the 
church purchased a second parsonage and began stewardship work, new adult Sunday school classes, 
and spiritual retreats. An innovative small-group event called “Suppers Eight” also began. During Advent, 
a family brochure and live nativity scene were produced.  United Methodist hymnals were purchased. 
Parking areas expanded to meet the church’s growth. A Congregational Care Committee was 
established. A third worship service at 9:30 AM was added. The Scholarship Trust Fund began. The 
United Methodist Women assisted underprivileged families with Christmas angels. 
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Rev. Dr. John M. Lukert, senior pastor (1990-1996) 

Dr. John M. Lukert served as the fourth pastor of St. Barnabas. Dr. Lukert became a deacon in 1964 and 
an elder in full connection in 1967 in the North Texas Conference.  After spending 4 years outside the 
ministry, Lukert returned in 1974 and was placed in charge of leadership development soon thereafter. 
In 1977, Rev. Lukert became pastor of the First Church in Comanche, Texas (Brownwood District), where 
average attendance among the 492 members ran to 141. With 12 deaths added to new members, 
church membership made a positive gain of 7 new members since June 1978—no small task in a rural 
Texas farming community. In 1981, Rev. Lukert became pastor of the First United Methodist Church of 
Hillsboro. He also served on the Inter-Conference Task Force on Mexican-American Work and chaired 
the Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry. He sought to expand campus ministries—such as 
the new chapter of campus ministry at Ranger Junior College—and to study and increase funding for 
higher education ministry. Dr. Lukert designed the cover artwork of the 1983 Central Texas Conference 
Journal. After leaving St. Barnabas, Lukert became Fort Worth West District Superintendent in 2000. 
 



St. Barnabas United Methodist Church of Arlington, Texas, Turns Forty (1977-2017) 

 

44 
 

 

Dr. Scott Youngblood, senior pastor (1996-2004) 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Youngblood was born at Harris Methodist Hospital in Fort Worth at a time when his 

parents were new residents of a new growing city named Arlington.  Years later, when he asked his 

mother why he was born in Fort Worth instead of Arlington, she said, “Honey, Arlington didn’t have a 

hospital when you were born.”  While attending Texas Wesleyan University, Dr. Youngblood married his 

wife, Kathey. After receiving his bachelor’s degree in 1976, Scott received his master’s (1982) and 

doctorate (1992) in theology from Southern Methodist University. Dr. Youngblood has served the 

following churches: Haslet-Dido, Asbury (Fort Worth), Good Shepherd (Arlington), St. John’s 

(Georgetown), First Brownwood, St. Barnabas (Arlington), Trinity (Arlington), and First Azle. He was 

named Preacher of the Year while serving at First Brownwood. In addition, Dr. Youngblood was the Fort 

Worth District Superintendent. While serving at Trinity, Dr. Youngblood led a complete relocation of the 

church to a new 29-acre, $11 million campus at 1200 W. Green Oaks. Dr. Youngblood has supported 

many community and worldwide missions, but one in particular is notable: The Lydia Patterson Institute 

in El Paso, Texas. Founded by the Methodist Church in 1913 as a bilingual college prep school for 

Spanish-speaking students, the Lydia Patterson Institute serves those who have great need, especially 

migrants from Juarez, Mexico. Scott and Kathey Youngblood have two adult sons, Philip and 

Christopher.  Philip Youngblood and his wife, Audrey, met at St. Barnabas, where they were also 

married.  Like Philip, Audrey Wilson Youngblood was raised in St. Barnabas, and her parents remain 

faithful members. Scott and Kathey also have two grandchildren, William David Youngblood and 

Waverly Diane Youngblood, who they lovingly share with maternal grandparents David and Linda 

Wilson, members of St. Barnabas. Dr. Youngblood currently has served as senior pastor of the First Azle 

since 2013. 
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Dr. Randy M. Wild, senior pastor (2004-2010) 

A native of Kenosha, Wisconsin, Dr. Wild was called to the ministry first while a student at L.D. Bell High 
School, where he graduated in 1970. From there, he completed a bachelor’s degree in business from 
Texas Tech University in 1974. After college, Randy volunteered for United Methodist Youth Fellowship 
and then as a camp counselor at Glen Lake that summer, when he again felt the call for ministry. Thus, 
he enrolled for a master’s in divinity from the Brite Divinity School at Texas Christian University, 
completed in 1979. For over 30 years, Dr. Wild served as associate pastor in two churches and senior 
pastor in five, including First Hurst, First Midlothian, Richland Hills, Genesis, and St. Barnabas. After Rev. 
Wild left St. Barnabas he became district superintendent for the Mid-Cities District for one year before 
becoming executive director of the Center for Mission Support and a member of the cabinet of the 
Central Texas Conference under Bishop Lowry’s leadership. He also completed his doctorate in 2012. 
Randy and his wife, Katy, have five adult children—Bobbie Caldwell, C.W. Caldwell, Cliff Wild, Lindsey 
Wild, and the late Jodie Wild.  
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Dr. Willard (Will) N. Cotton, senior pastor (2010-2016) 

Rev. Dr. Cotton is originally from New Castle, PA and transferred to Central Texas from Northwest 
Texas/New Mexico area in 2010. Rev. Dr. Cotton completed his doctoral studies at Austin Presbyterian 
Seminary. An elder in full connection, in 2014 Dr. Cotton became the 5th recipient of the Bishop’s 
Preaching Excellence Award. This award is in recognition of those pastors who have a demonstrated 
pattern of excellence as a communicator of the Gospel. Bishop Lowry, after consultation with the 
Cabinet, is the sole determiner of the person named to receive the award. There may be years in which 
no award is given. Names of recipients are on a plaque that is displayed in the Central Texas Conference 
Service Center. The honorees also receive $1,000 to be used as they see fit for further personal ministry 
development. Dr. Cotton and his wife, Tina, were married in 1984 and have two adult sons, Tyler and 
Reece.  
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Rev. Dr. Virginia (Ginger) O. Bassford, Ph.D., senior 

pastor (2016-present) 

A native of Albert Lea, Minnesota, Ginger was transplanted to Texas at less than three months of age 

and has been proud to call Texas home ever since. Rev. Dr. Bassford grew up in the Austin area, 

becoming the first female member of the Manor High School FFA. After Ginger completed a BLS degree 

summa cum laude from St. Edward’s University in Austin, the Bassford family moved to Euless so that 

Ginger could attend the Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University. While working on 

her Masters of Divinity, Ginger pastored several small churches in Navarro and Limestone counties. She 

was ordained Deacon in 1994 and Elder in 1999. Rev. Dr. Bassford served as the District Superintendent 

for the North District of the Central Texas Conference for seven years, a position that involved 

supervising 60 congregations and 83 full-time pastors.  

These days the number of women in leadership positions continues to rise, as noted previously, with 

women comprising 50% of seminary students. Yet, less than 3% of ordained and appointed women 

among United Methodist clergy serve in congregations averaging over 350 worshippers weekly. Rev. Dr. 

Bassford stands as one of these few women serving in such a role. Rev. Dr. Bassford continued her 

education well beyond most United Methodist clergy. She has studied at Harvard University with Marty 

Linsky and Ron Heifetz in the area of leading adaptive change. She completed her Ph.D. in Family Studies 

at Texas Woman’s University in 2008, with a dissertation entitled, “Perspectives of Strength: Female 

Elders in United Methodist Ministry.” As an author of several academic articles and a book, Rev. Dr. 

Bassford began teaching church leadership at the Brite Divinity School of Texas Christian University. 

During her first year at St. Barnabas, Rev. Dr. Bassford has begun work with The Table Group, a 

leadership effort focusing on the next 40 years. Ginger and her husband, Ken, have two married 

children, Matt and Erin. Erin and her husband, Beau Richmond, have a son named James Logan 

Richmond, Ginger and Ken’s first grandchild. 
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Rev. Mike Rodden, associate pastor (2011-present) 

A Missouri native, Rev. Rodden received a BA degree in English from the University of Missouri at 

Columbia and then began his divinity studies at Asbury Theological Seminary before moving to Texas to 

complete the majority of his degree at TCU’s Brite Divinity School. Rev. Rodden has served at St. 

Barnabas since 2011 as a provisional elder. Mike and his wife, Lisa, have two sons.  
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Dr. Luther W. Henry, associate pastor (2006-present) 

Rev. Dr. Luther W. Henry, Sr., arrived at St. Barnabas as an associate pastor of congregational care. He 

graduated from the Carver High School in Midland, Texas, received his BA from Huston-Tillotson 

University in Austin, Texas, and received his doctorate in divinity from Gammon Theological Seminary in 

Atlanta, Georgia. Dr. Henry has served churches in Alabama and Texas as a pastor, and he has also 

served the Central Texas Annual Conference as Director of the Conference Council on Ministry and as a 

District Superintendent. Now semi-retired, Dr. Henry and his wife Mable live in Fort Worth.  
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Appendix 2: Testimonials 
 
  

Ralph, Patty, Susan & Amanda Poore (2002) 
 
St. Barnabas is meeting the spiritual and service needs of the whole 
family. We have only been members for less than 2 months and Ralph 
has already been asked to work with the sound and do lay leadership 
roles, which he is thrilled about. Both Ralph and I intend to take 
advantage of the Emmaus Community activities. Our oldest daughter 
Susan went on the choir trip to Colorado and really enjoys her new 
friends in the youth group and the Vision Choir. Amanda, our younger 
daughter, along with Susan has enjoyed helping to paint the new 
Sunday school area. Amanda is looking forward to joining the Vision 
Choir also. We already feel that St. Barnabas is home. 
 

Source: “What St. 
Barnabas Means…,” 
Twenty-five Years in 
the Light of Christ: St. 
Barnabas United 
Methodist Church, 
1977-2002 

Glenn S. (Sept. 9, 2007) 
 
My wife and I joined St Barnabas in about 1981. We were a young 
couple and did know much about a real relationship with Christ. We 
quickly became involved in Sunday School and various Bible Studies. 
When our daughter was born, we found out about wonderful children 
ministries that were available. Our life is changed. Christ changed us 
thru St Barnabas UMC. 
 

Source: 
https://reviews.birdey
e.com/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
632766592?page=2  

Anonymous (Nov. 19, 2008) 
 
My family joined St. Barnabas in 1990. Over the previous years we had 
visited many churches and when we moved to Arlington we decided it 
was time to make a choice. My husband & I come from two very 
different religious backgrounds and found the Spirit that we wanted our 
children raised in here. It was so easy to get involved right away. The 
people were so warm and welcoming. We have grown with the church 
and have been blessed many times over by the relationships formed in 
Sunday School, Bible Study, Worship, Committees, Fellowships, 
Children & Youth programs, etc.... The list seems endless. There really is 
something for everyone. You just have to knock and have no fear, you 
will be welcomed in with open arms.  
 

Source: 
https://reviews.birdey
e.com/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
632766592?page=2  
 

Our Answer (Nov. 19, 2008) 
 
My family joined St. Barnabas in 1990. Over the previous years we had 
visited many churches and when we moved to Arlington we decided it 

Source: 
https://reviews.birdey
e.com/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
632766592?page=2  
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was time to make a choice. My husband & I come from two very 
different religious backgrounds and found the Spirit that we wanted our 
children raised in here. It was so easy to get involved right away. The 
people were so warm and welcoming. We have grown with the church 
and have been blessed many times over by the relationships formed in 
Sunday School, Bible Study, Worship, Committees, Fellowships, 
Children & Youth programs, etc.... The list seems endless. There really is 
something for everyone. You just have to knock and have no fear, you 
will be welcomed in with open arms.  
 

 

Anonymous (Mar. 15, 2010)  
 
St. Barnabas is a "just the right size" church that not only encourages 
you to explore your own faith journey (wherever you may be in that), 
but to also think beyond yourself in what you can give back to your 
"community" - whether that is a neighborhood community right here in 
Arlington or a world-wide sense of "community" that spans the globe. It 
takes seriously the Methodist heritage that the way God loves the 
world "is an active and engaged love, a love seeking justice and liberty." 
It has strong children and youth ministries and also offers a variety of 
interesting adult studies at various times during the week. Take a risk 
and visit some of the classes on Sunday mornings. I think you will agree 
that you will find yourself welcomed in any one of them. 
 

Source: 
https://reviews.birdey
e.com/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
632766592?page=2  

Anonymous (Mar. 15, 2011)  
 
We have been going to this church for 14 years. It has been a wonderful 
community in which to raise our children. Now that they are teens and 
no longer listen to their parents, it is reassuring to have them 
surrounded by a strong community of faith.  
 

Source: 
https://reviews.birdey
e.com/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
632766592?page=2 

Kenneth H. (Jul. 6, 2011)  
 
This Church has a building in the back that the Boy Scouts use. I have a 
13 year old that is in pack 1932 and a 7 year old that is in pack 399. I am 
very thankful for all the Church has done over the past 7 years we have 
been involved with Scouting. We have meet so many great people 
through Scouts and our children have learned so much about being a 
good person. If you have sons and you want them to learn great life 
values, look us up. We would be happy to have you. 
 

Source:  
https://www.yelp.com
/biz/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
arlington?adjust_creat
ive=mapquest&utm_c
ampaign=yelp_feed&u
tm_medium=feed_v2
&utm_source=mapqu
est  
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Damon B. (Jul. 29, 2012)  
 
We have been coming to St. Barnabas since 2000.  Great family and 
wonderful to be part of the Church family. 

Source: 
https://www.yelp.com
/biz/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
arlington?adjust_creat
ive=mapquest&utm_c
ampaign=yelp_feed&u
tm_medium=feed_v2
&utm_source=mapqu
est 

Jennifer Capps (Mar. 14, 2013)  
 
I have been attending St Barnabas my whole life (over 20 years) and it is 
a great church! Throughout the years I have made many life-long 
friends and have learned a lot. The church has gone through many 
physical changes, but the atmosphere remains the same: inviting, 
friendly and a comfortable place to worship. 

Source: 
https://reviews.birdey
e.com/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
632766592?page=2 
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Lisa L. (Sept. 21, 2015)  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Source: 
https://www.yelp.com
/biz/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
arlington?adjust_creat
ive=mapquest&utm_c
ampaign=yelp_feed&u
tm_medium=feed_v2
&utm_source=mapqu
est 

Digital Gamer (Jan. 12, 2016)  Source:  
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I have been going here since I was 3, and I have never been 
disappointed. I have developed several friendships and relationships 
through this community and never plan on leaving. 
 

https://reviews.birdey
e.com/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
632766592?page=2 

Stephen Cooper (Oct. 4, 2016)  
 
I am very proud and fortunate to be a member of our church. SBUMC 
provides my family with a positive, spiritual environment geared 
towards creating that heavily sought after village of people who we as 
parents seek to help us raise our children. I love the church. Love the 
steeple. Love its people! 
 

Source:  
https://reviews.birdey
e.com/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
632766592?page=2 

Sherry Church Peasner (Oct. 17, 2016)  
 
I attend the Grief Share classes. I Lost my 43 year old son to cancer [at 
the] end of May. This class has really helped me. 

Source:  
https://reviews.birdey
e.com/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
632766592?page=2 

Becky Jones Kennedy (Oct. 21, 2016)  
 
Yes enJOYable sermons and meaningful messages! The HOLY SPIRIT 
lives here! 
 

Source:  
https://reviews.birdey
e.com/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
632766592?page=2 

Stacey Taylor (Oct. 21, 2016)  
 
Such a welcoming church, the times that I've been they're so warm & 
inviting. 
 

Source:  
https://reviews.birdey
e.com/st-barnabas-
united-methodist-
church-
632766592?page=2 
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Appendix 3:  
Attendance Averages for Selected Years 
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Appendix 4:  
List of 165 Charter Members  
(Service of Constitution, Oct. 30, 1977)  

 
 

Acton, Margaret 

Action, Roy F. 

Bain, H.E. (Gene) 

Bain, Sue 

Batts, Carla 

Batts, Glenn 

Bell, Bruce 

Bell, Grant 

Bell, Sue 

Bell, Tammy 

Bowman, Karen 

Bowman, Norma 

Bowman, Ralph 

Bradley, Brenda 

Bradley, Renee 

Brewer, Dorothy 

Brewer, Paul 

Capps, Cindy 

Cerza, Beverly 

Cerza, Richard 

Copeland, Bryant 

Copeland, Pam 

Craig, Don 

Crocker, Mike 

Crocker, Patty 

Crudup, Roger 

Crudup, Stacy 

Disney, Bob 

Disney, Pat 

Emde, Lynda 

Emde, Ron 

Fain, Nancy 

Fain, William T. 

French, G.W. 

French, Pat 

Frenzel, Joan 

Frenzel, Rob 

Green, Jennifer 

Green, John 

Grose, Donald D. 

Grose, Mary Elizabeth 

Heinfeld, Irene 

Hall, Pam 

Hall, Ron 

Harrell, Carol 

Harrell, Skip 

Hartman, Sandra 

Hartman, Sid 

Hastings, Brad 

Hastings, Brett  

Hastings, Connie 

Hastings, Fred 

Haynes, Arlene 

Haynes, Weldon 

Hodge, Bruce 

Hodge, Jean 

Hughes, David 

Hughes, Karen 

Irwin, Charlotte 

Irwin, Mike 

Ivey, Kelly 

Ivey, Shirley 

Ivey, Tom 

Jacobs, Allan 

Jacobs, Kathryn 

Jinks, Janice 
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Kirk, Charles 

Kirk, Jean 

Kirkpatrick, Jan 

Kirkpatrick, Jim 

Kummer, Arlene 

Kummer, John 

McClure, Carolyn 

McClure, James A. 

McColm, Beulah 

McColm, Joe 

McConnell, Jim 

McConnell, Judy 

McNally, Kay 

McNally, Steve 

Mahler, Margaret 

Mahler, Milton 

Manning, Bill 

Manning, Brandon 

Manning, Nancy 

Matthews, Delma 

Matthews, Everett 

Mitchell, Jo Ann 

Mitchell, Mike 

Morris, Fred 

Morris, Frederick Jr. 

Morris, Jenny 

Nelson, Mike 

Nelson, Phyllis 

Nunn, Eric 

Nunn, Gina 

Nunn, James 

Nunn, Paul 

Nunn, Shawn 

Olt, Carol 

Paustian, Carl 

Paustian, Donna 

Paustian, Mark 

Pendergrass, Francine 

Pendergrass, James 

Pendergrass, Randy 

Powell, Dale 

Powell, Jeff 

Powell, Shirley 

Reid, Norma 

Reid, Tony 

Rice, Ann 

Rice, Steve 

Richards, Frank 

Richards, Louise 

Robertson, James 

Robertson, Mary 

Ross, Michael E. 

Ross, Suzann 

Rye, Beth 

Rye, Carol 

Rye, Charles III 

Rye, David 

Rye, Frank 

Rye, Vivian 

Sanford, Dianne 

Sanford, Tommy 

Seaman, Harriet 

Seaman, Winifred 

Seaman, Winnie 

Shambaugh, Dave 

Shambaugh, Kathy 

Sheffield, Joy 

Shields, Mary 

Shields, Mike 

Shore, Jerry 

Shore, Norman 

Sloan, Michael 

Sloan, Nancy 

Smith, Barry 

Smith, Carol 

Smith, Debbie 

Smith, Ken 

Soward, Marilyn 

Soward, Mike 

Taylor, Dan 

Taylor, Kay 

Turner, Dorothy 

Turner, Renee 

Turner, Tricia 

Whitehead, Dauphin 

Whitehead, Genera 

Williford, Jan 
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Williford, Ken 

Willis, Katie 

Wilson, Beverly 

Wilson, Don 

Wilson, Jennifer 

Wilson, Frank 

Wood, James 

Wood, Janet 

Wood, Joanne 

Wood, Neal 
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Appendix 5: 
Timeline of Key Events 
 
1815 American Methodists arrived in Spanish Texas 

1869 Rev. Andrew Hayter (Presbyterian) established Arlington 

1878 Methodists began Centenary Church in Arlington 

1908 Federal Council of Churches founded (renamed National Council of Churches in 1950) 

1937 World Council of Churches met 

1941 The U.S. entered World War II 

1950 Perkins School of Theology of Southern Methodist University desegregated 

1951 Tom Vandergriff (Methodist) elected mayor of Arlington 

1953 Texas Council of Churches formed 

1956 Methodist Church granted women full clergy rights 

1960 Weldon Haynes and Arlene Welch attended high school in Santa Anna, Texas 

1967 The Metropolitan Board of National Missions (Methodist) formed 

1968 Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren merged   

1972 Mayor Vandergriff hosted church leaders at a meeting about starting an ecumenical church 

1974 Metropolitan Board purchased the Sargent property on Pleasant Ridge Road 

1974  Bishop W. McFerrin Stowe established a Committee on Ecumenical Affairs 

1975 Methodists and Presbyterians agreed to develop a “reciprocal” new church 

1977 Rev. K. Weldon Haynes organized St. Barnabas Church 

1978 St. Barnabas Blazers (Men’s Baseball Team) formed 

1979 New sanctuary opened 

1980 Laotian refugees assisted 

1982 Polish refugees aided 

1984  Education Wing opened 

1986 Presbyterian and Methodist leaders relinquished their ecumenical covenant 
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1992 Rev. Clifton O. Howard named St. Barnabas’ first African-American associate pastor 

1994  Stephen Ministries began 

1995 Left-turn lane installed 

1997 Family Life Center completed 

1999 Lay Academy began 

1999 Contemporary service began in Family Life Center (F.L.C.) 

2000 Martin High School “feeding frenzy” began 

2001 Parents’ Day Out program started 

2003 Rev. Annette VanZant Williams became St. Barnabas’ first female associate pastor 

2010 Rev. Dr. Randy M. Wild promoted to executive director of the Center for Mission Support 

2010 Rev. Deborah (Decee) Horton elevated to senior pastor at Handley U.M.C. 

2012 Tornado caused $3.6 million in damage to church property 

2013 Contemporary worship services began again in F.L.C. 

2014 Dr. Will Cotton received the Bishop’s Preaching Excellence Award 

2016 Rev. Dr. Virginia (Ginger) O. Bassford, Ph.D., became St. Barnabas’ first female senior pastor  
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Appendix 6: 
Map of Campus Improvements 
 

 

The Farmhouse no longer exists, which is why its location is merely represented as a square drawn on 

top of this Google Earth photograph. The other dates on the map show the year in which the building or 

improvement was developed. The year 1995 labeled on top of Pleasant Ridge Road indicates the date 

the turning-lane was added to allow safer entry into the campus. This overhead does not show terrain 
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elevation. There is a ridge running from north to south that creates a ridgeline running through the 

blacktop parking lot and along a line where the playground is located (where the original farmhouse was 

located on the downhill slope of this hill.) This map is not intended to detail every improvement, just the 

major ones. 
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