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Why Neighbor? 

Introduction: Picture this... 
I have a friend who lives in Houston, Texas. She has been a 

positive supporter of our work for a few years, even though she 

wasn’t exactly sure why, or how it mattered. And then, in 2017 

hurricane Harvey settled directly over Houston, dumping 

unprecedented amounts of rain, taking lives and destroying homes. 

When I saw her a few months later she had this to say:  

“When I watched people come together after Hurricane Harvey, I 

finally understood the power and importance of the work of 

neighboring, and why it is so important to know what gifts and skills 

are present in your community. In the midst of such great 

devastation we saw what people were able to do to help each other. 

It was amazing. I only wish I had known sooner, and known better 

what skills and gifts people had, because we could have been better 

organized.”  

Rarely do we consider the gifts of our neighbors. And yet, doing so 

opens multiple doors of opportunity and benefit.  

Focus: Abundance of Gifts  

Of all the ingredients and practices, this may be the most pivotal 

and the most difficult. In growing into good neighbors it is critically 

important to begin looking for the gifts in others and our 

communities instead of starting with the issues. It is very difficult to 

make this shift.  

 

The Founding Belief of the Neighboring Movement is that every 

person has gifts, and that as people share their gifts they 

experience wholeness and the community becomes stronger. And 
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what is truly amazing is that when we start looking for gifts in the people 

around them, they truly discover abundance. This is just as important 

inside our churches as inside our neighborhoods. We are so tempted to 

look at the needs (and lack), that we risk overlooking what we already 

have among us.  

 

And here, abundance launches us into joy, because when we start 

interacting with people based on their gifts it is great fun. When people 

are doing the things they are gifted to do, they come alive in ways we 

don’t otherwise see. Time and again we’ve witnessed this as we’ve 

talked with neighbors about the things they love to do; their eyes light 

up and they become animated.  

 

And let me just plant this seed, which we will explore later: the church 

would do well to stop exploring the “needs” of its neighborhood, and 

begin seeking out the gifts and treasures. When we approach our 

neighborhood looking for the needs, our motivation could be ever so 

good, but the result is that we place ourselves above our neighbors. On 

the other hand, when we meet our neighbors and our neighborhood as 

a place of gifts we let them keep the power, and our role becomes one 

of calling forth that which God has planted inside of them.  

Scripture: The Call of Peter  
In Luke 5, when Jesus is on the shore of Galilee, he shows us what it 

looks like to see someone’s gift rather than their need. He asks a 

fisherman named Simon if he can borrow his boat to create a natural 

amphitheater for teaching. Simon obliges. Upon finishing, Jesus tells 

Simon to do some more fishing, but Simon responds, “Master, we have 

worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let 

down the nets.” With that, they brought in more fish than they could 

handle and had to call in help. Here we pick up the text:  

8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 

“Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who 

 

 

Free to Fail 
A few years ago I met a 

neighbor who suffered from 

serious health issues. I truly 

enjoyed my visit with him, 

but as I left his apartment 

and walked home, I was at a 

loss to name what gifts I saw 

in him. What could he offer 

the community? Nothing 

came to mind.  

These experiences happen 

from time to time. It is the 

opposite feeling that I get 

when I meet someone who 

is really good at something 

that is really impressive (like 

the neighbor who is an 

amazing singer). When I 

meet someone who doesn’t 

have an “impressive” gift, I 

have to remember that I’m 

the one creating a scale in 

my mind of “unimpressive” 

and “impressive.” Then I can 

let that scale go and start 

looking with fresh eyes at the 

gifts and skills of others.  

In the case of the man I 

mentioned earlier, I was 

totally missing the fact that 

he has been in the 

neighborhood for decades 

and owned his own business 

here, which means he knows 

a ton of our history!  
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Contact Us 
Give us a call for more 

information about our 

work. 

Neighboring       

Movement                

by SoCe Life 

417 E. Gilbert 

Wichita, KS 67213 

Phone: 316-619-4940  

E-mail: 

SoCeLife@gmail.com  

Like us on Facebook! 

facebook.com/

neighboringmove-

ment 

Visit us on the web at  

neighboring             

movement.org 

were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had 

taken; 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 

partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from 

now on you will be catching people.” 11 When they had brought their 

boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.  

I love that Jesus doesn’t even speak to Simon Peter’s confession. He 

just moves right on with his calling. And we know, from reading the rest 

of the gospels, that Peter does in fact, have issues and he makes 

mistakes. Jesus is unfazed—he is focusing on Simon Peter’s gifts. He 

knows that people’s gifts are a foundation upon which the kingdom of 

God is built.  

As we follow Jesus, we will have opportunities again and again to shift 

our thinking away from people’s needs to their gifts. And when we do so, 

we have the joy of finding God has been at work within our neighbors 

and our communities long before we showed up. Then we get to simply 

connect with and honor those gifts.  

The Experiment: Seeking Gifts  
And important step to becoming more gift minded, is to simply practice 

looking for them. Our minds are wired to look for what is missing and 

what is wrong. We must intentionally practice looking for what is good 

and where there are gifts.  

Set aside 15 minutes each night this week to write down five gifts in your 

home and community. In order to help stretch and strengthen our 

neighboring muscle there is some framing we want to place around this 

practice.  

First, don’t repeat gifts. See if you can name different gifts each time for 
each category. This might feel difficult, but don’t be discouraged, 
approach it just as you would any workout program.  

 

Second, each night write down one gift for each of the following 
categories: 

• Yourself  

• A close friend or family member 

• An immediate neighbor 

• Your congregation 

• Your community  

 

Keep your answers in a notebook or journal. One word is sufficient, 
although you can write more if you want to. After you have done this 
exercise for a week, spend time looking back over your answers. You 
may notice ways to call upon people to use their gifts. You might also 
want to thank people for their gifts.  
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Check out  

Neighboring 

Movement.org 

Want more resources? 

The Neighboring 

Movement team is always 

creating new content and 

sharing it online at 

neighboringmovement.org 

 

Here are some of the 

things you will find at our 

website: 

Blog: We blog several 

times a week. It is a way to 

share what we are learning 

and how neighboring is 

impacting the world. 

52 Weeks of Neighboring: 

Sign up for our weekly 

email and you will receive a 

tip on how to engage your 

neighbors.  

Good Neighbor 

Experiment: Learn about 

our year long program for 

faith communities who 

want to experience 

transformation via 

neighboring. 

 

We also are active on 

Facebook at  

facebook.com/

neighboringmovement  

 

Grocery List  
God has placed an abundance of gifts in our communities. If we can 

begin forming relationships with the people near to us, with an attitude 

of honoring their gifts we will be surprised by the treasures hidden all 

around us. And as people find ways to share their gifts, together we get 

to experience joy.  

Steeping 
Consider using these questions with a trusted friend to hear a different 

perspective on how neighboring might impact where you live. Or write 

down your thoughts.  

1. How well do you feel you know your neighbors gifts? In what ways 

have their gifts impacted your life?   

2. What is a gift or skill you possess? How do you feel about sharing this 

gift? When do you like to share this gift?   

3. Imagine being in Simon Peter’s position in the boat. You’ve just 

witnessed this astonishing catch of fish, and you’ve just told Jesus 

you are a sinful person. He responds by telling you, you will be 

fishing for people. How do his words make you feel?   

4. What surprised you as you did this week’s experiment? What, if 

anything, did you learn from this exercise?   
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