
CONNECT GROUPS            St. Barnabas UMC 
Connecting our faith and everyday lives through real relationships.  

WHY? 
So that we can be growing disciples who evidence these Characteristics of a Disciple: 

 A disciple worships weekly; 
 Is part of a community of accountability; 
 Commits to spiritual practices; 
 Is generous with all their resources; 
 Serves God and others; 
 Is seeking to be like Christ; 
 Continually strives to learn and grow. 

 

HOW?  
Be intentional about it! Take one step at a time! 

 

WHAT?  
Start now, take one step forward! Connect Groups! Here is the line-up: 

August 9  Connect Group Leader Recruitment – Group Registration Open 
August 16  Connect Group Leader Recruitment – Group Registration Open 
August 20  Connect Group Leader Recruitment – Group Registration Open 
August 27  Training for Connect Group Leaders 
August 30  Training for Connect Group Leaders is complete.  
                     Registration for Connect Groups closes. 
September 6  KICK-OFF! Wednesday Connect Groups and Midweek  
September 10  Kick-off for Sunday evening Connect Groups 

 

WHO would make great Connect Group participants?  
Anyone who is willing to make the commitment to participate in a Connect Group for a semester at a time. Two 
“semesters” with a bonus round: 

 September to December 
 February to May 
 June to August (bonus round) 

 

WHO will be our Connect Group leaders? 
Those who are willing to be trained and: 

 Members who have participated in accountability groups; 
 Members who have taken Disciple Bible Study; 
 Members who have led small group studies; 
 Members who are willing to listen more than they talk, and who have the courage to keep a group focused  

on task. 

 

WHEN? 
Connect Group “target times” are offered on Wednesday evenings from 4:00-8:00 p.m. (with childcare from  
6:30-8:00 p.m.), Sunday evenings from 5:00-8:00 p.m. (with childcare). 



We ask that Connect Groups meet in the same group for at least seven-week introductory session, and then no longer 
than 24 months before switching to a different group. We also encourage prayerful consideration of each group to 
suggest those who would be good group leaders for future Connect Groups. Please send your suggestions to one of  
the pastors.  

 

Does this mean we cannot meet at other times?  
No. But we do ask that you connect with Rev. Mike Rodden before you launch out to form a new group so that we can 
resource each group with the introductory curriculum. Once registration is closed, we will not start new groups until 
the following semester. 

How will we change groups? At the end of each semester there will be an opportunity for Connect Groups to decide if 
they want to “re-group.” Groups may stay together up to two years, or as little as one semester. After the 7-week 
introductory curriculum, the group will choose from a list of almost 100 choices for their “next step.” There is a wide 
variety of materials available from which to choose.  

 

What is the goal?  
We would like 30 20 15 10 groups to be started in the fall of 2017. That is a LOFTY  lofty realistic goal. Each Connect 
group will have no more than 8 people in it. Connect Groups are like Suppers 8 without the supper!  

 

Why 8 people?  
Otherwise connecting takes too long, and people will not continue to participate. Six would be just fine!  

 

What will we do?  
We will begin the first session with a unified curriculum, just to get started. Every time a new group is formed they will 
use this curriculum unless all the members of the group have been through the “Introductory” curriculum. After the 
initial seven-week session, we will have a broad variety of curricula choices and suggestions. There are options based 
on topic, format, Scripture and options that may be as simple as guiding questions for discussion. 

 

Can we do a Connect Group instead of worship?  
We are growing toward the “Characteristics of a Disciple” (front page). Regular worship attendance is the first 
characteristic of those who are disciples. One would discern skipping worship isn’t really acceptable.  

 

What are you asking of me?  

Register NOW to join a Connect Group! You will find the opportunity on our NEW website, in the Atrium or in the 
weekly enews. 

 

DO I NEED TO DO THIS?  
Great question. Each of us must answer this question for ourselves. We are invited to consider this perspective, 
however: Maybe YOU don’t need to participate in a Connect Group – but what if your participation empowers 
someone else to participate who DOES need and WANT to be engaged in this way?! Wouldn’t your participation then 
be an act of discipleship? Isn’t that what we are trying to grow?  

               Connect                                 Connect                                Connect  
           to       to        to the 
        GOD                EACH OTHER         WORLD 


