
 1 

 

 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 AUGUST 2020 

 

PRELUDE         The Morning and The Evening: Aria for August         (Johann Ernst Eberlin, 1702-1762) 
 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                     Psalm 51/Gloria Patri 
 

O God, open up my lips, 
that my mouth may declare your praise. 
Glory to God who creates, redeems, and sustains: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.   

 

WELCOME AND PRAYER OF INVOCATION                                   from “Mishkan T’Filah: A Reform Seder” 
 

We are called unto life, destiny uncertain. 
Yet we offer thanks for what we know, 
   for health and healing, for labor and repose, 
   for renewal of beauty in earth and sky, 
   for that blend of human-holy which inspires compassion, 
   and for hope: eternal, promising light. 
For life, for health, for hope, 
   for beautiful, beautiful blessing, all praise to the Source of Being. Amen.     

 

RESPONSIVE READING                                                                                                                                  Psalm 139 
 

RIGHT: O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away.  
You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 

LEFT: Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. 
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
 

R: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? 
 

L: If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
 

ALL: If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,  
and the light around me become night,” even the darkness is not dark to you; 
 the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                                                                             Genesis 32:3-31  

Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of Edom, instructing them, “Thus you shall 
say to my lord Esau: Thus says your servant Jacob, ‘I have lived with Laban as an alien, and stayed until now; and I have oxen, 
donkeys, flocks, male and female slaves; and I have sent to tell my lord, in order that I may find favor in your sight.’“ The 
messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are 
with him.” Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided the people that were with him, and the flocks and herds 
and camels, into two companies, thinking, “If Esau comes to the one company and destroys it, then the company that is left will 
escape.” 

And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O LORD who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to 
your kindred, and I will do you good,’ I am not worthy of the least of all the steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you have 
shown to your servant, for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan; and now I have become two companies. Deliver me, please, 
from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau, for I am afraid of him; he may come and kill us all, the mothers with the 
children. Yet you have said, ‘I will surely do you good, and make your offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted 
because of their number.’“ 

So he spent that night there, and from what he had with him he took a present for his brother Esau, two hundred female goats 
and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, thirty camels and their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female 
donkeys and ten male donkeys. These he delivered into the hand of his servants, every drove by itself, and said to his servants, 
“Pass on ahead of me, and put a space between drove and drove.” He instructed the foremost, “When Esau my brother meets 
you, and asks you, ‘To whom do you belong? Where are you going? And whose are these ahead of you?’ then you shall say, ‘They 
belong to your servant Jacob; they are a present sent to my lord Esau; and moreover he is behind us.’“ He likewise instructed the 
second and the third and all who followed the droves, “You shall say the same thing to Esau when you meet him, and you shall 
say, ‘Moreover your servant Jacob is behind us.’“ For he thought, “I may appease him with the present that goes ahead of me, 
and afterwards I shall see his face; perhaps he will accept me.” So the present passed on ahead of him; and he himself spent that 
night in the camp. The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford 
of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 

Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is 
breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and 
have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he 
blessed him. So Jacob called the place Penuel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” The sun 
rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

MESSAGE                                                  “Who Am I?”                                                        Rev. Greg Sabetta 
                                             

MUSICAL OFFERING                             Meditation on BEECHER                            (John Zundel, 1815-1882) 
A sung version may be found on the church webpage. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE • PASTORAL PRAYER • THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BENEDICTION 
All are urgently requested to exit the building immediately after the Benediction. 

 

Announcements 
 

EDGEBROOK MUTUAL AID FOOD COLLECTION  
The Mission and Education Committee is hosting a drop-off 
of supplies in support of the Edgebrook Mutual Aid Society 
in the church parking lot on August 8 from 10am-1pm. 
Mutual Aid, a network of “neighbors helping neighbors” 
that has sprung up due to the pandemic, is coordinating a 
collection of food drives on the North side to support the 
work of Black Lives Matter through pantries on the South 
and West sides. Particularly needed are baby diapers and 
supplies, personal care items, and non-perishable food. 
For more information, contact Ann James, 
aejames08@gmail.com. 
 
THANK YOU to all who donated toys and equipment for the 
Play Packs. 5,000 PlayPacks were put together. 1,000 were 
distributed last Saturday at Garfield Park, and the rest are 
going out in Park District Rec Vans to parks around the city. 
You can see our car full of donations on the church's 
Facebook page, and check out the Park District and My 
Block My Hood My City's thank you 
at  https://www.facebook.com/myblockmyhoodmycity/video
s/286900522633406/?v=286900522633406 
 
BOOK CLUB meets this Wednesday, August 5, at 7 pm on 
the church lawn to discuss Malcolm Gladwell's Talking to 
Strangers. Remember to bring a lawn chair. We'll still set up 
a zoom link, in case of rain, so let Ann James 
(aejames08@gmail.com) know if you'll be attending so she 
can send you the link. 
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDING SUNDAY WORSHIP are 
included below for your reference 
 
DONATIONS AND PLEDGES 
Your offerings for the work of the church matter now more 
than ever. When we do not worship in person, it’s easy for 
our offering to decrease. Your generosity in this time makes 
a big difference. You can send your offerings by USPS, the 
donation link at edgebrookucc.org, electronically through 
your bank, or drop it in the mailbox on the Loleta door. 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you are in need of a listening ear, please reach out to 
Pastor Greg, pastorgreg@edgebrookucc.org, or leave a 
message at 773·763·1522 to set-up a time to talk. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin and Monday e-
Newsletter are due to office@edgebrookucc.org by 
Wednesday at Noon. 
 

 

Music Notes 
The city of Salzburg, Austria, commissioned Eberlin and his 
pal Leopold Mozart (father of you-know-who) to write twelve 
pieces to be played in monthly rotation by a big mechanical 
musical machine that was mounted on the city walls. The 
pieces were a hit, so Leopold's nose for profit kicked in and 
the pieces were adapted to be played by indoor mechanical 
musical devices or keyboards as well. "Aria for August" is 
also alliterative in its original German. AJH 
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Guidelines for Attending Sunday Worship 
 
SAFETY REQUIREMENTS OF ALL PARTICIPANTS 
If you are at risk because of age or underlying health condition or live with someone who is, it is 
reasonable for you to remain home. The following directives are required of all who attend 
Worship: 
 

• Freedom from sickness. Anyone who is sick or exhibits flu-like symptoms should not attend. 
Likewise, anyone who has been exposed to someone exhibiting these symptoms, has 
traveled by plane, attended protests or other large gatherings in the past 14 days should 
stay home. 

• Social Distancing must be maintained by all in attendance from the time of arrival to 
departure. 

• Face Coverings must be worn by all in attendance from the time of arrival to departure. 
• Hand Sanitizing will be required upon arrival, and after visiting the restroom. Attendees are 

encouraged to use the restroom before leaving home. 
 

CHANGES TO EXPECT 
• Worship Bulletins will be placed in available pews. Please place in the recycle bin or take 

home with you at the conclusion of the service. 
• Seating is limited to uphold social distancing. 
• Communion is suspended. 
• Singing is suspended and replaced with instrumental music. 
• The front pew is reserved for the Liturgist who will read from the new stationary floor 

microphone. 
• Announcements, Joys/Concerns will be addressed from the new stationary floor mic, which 

will not be passed around. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES TO EXPECT 
• Entrance/exit to the church is limited to the Hiawatha doors. 
• Social Hour and the serving of food and drink is suspended. 
• Heritage Room, offices, and lower level are closed due to social distancing directives and 

out of consideration for programmatic/staff use, or sanitation issues. 
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ARRIVING AT CHURCH 
1. Entrance to the church is limited to the Hiawatha doors. 
2. Upon arrival, wearing your mask, your temperature will be taken by a no-touch device. You 

must register under 100°F to attend worship. 
3. You will be asked the following questions: 

a. Do you feel sick or are you experiencing a fever, cough, or shortness of breath? If yes, 
we must ask you to come back when feeling well. 

b. In the past 14 days, have you been in contact with a person confirmed or suspected 
to have the COVID-19 virus. If yes, we must ask you to come back in two weeks. 

c. All persons with any chronic medical conditions or over the age of 65, or considered 
to be in a high risk category will be advised not to attend, but it is their choice to 
proceed. 

d. Please sanitize hands and then proceed to the space nearest the front. 
 

SEATING 
• The sanctuary has been marked for social distancing.  
• As you arrive, please fill-in open pews from the front. 
• After the Benediction, please allow those in the back of the sanctuary to exit first and 

maintain social distance. 
 

DISMISSAL 
All are urgently requested to exit the building immediately after the Benediction. 
 
Risk Assumption: While we will attempt to take appropriate precautions consistent with the advice of 
public health authorities, members and friends of Edgebrook Community Church should understand 
they assume the risk of contracting COVID-19 anytime they enter a public space, since such 
precautions do not eliminate the risk of infection. 
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