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Edgebrook Community Church 

Second Sunday in Lent 
LIVE ZOOM WORSHIP                                                            FEBRUARY 28, 2021 

 
 

PRELUDE A Peaceful Prayer Robert Hilf (1942-2015) 
Alan Hommerding 

 
CHORAL INTROIT   Again We Keep This Solemn Fast    attr. Gregory I (6th c.), trans. Peter Scagnelli (1949-2017) 
 
WELCOME AND CALL TO PRAYER                          
 
OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

We are not alone in God’s world. 
For God is with us in all times, in all places. 
 
We gather in the presence of God, assured that God’s covenantal grace is present, too. 
The days of wilderness surround us during the season of Lent. 
 
We gather in trust, knowing the darkness that surrounds us will not last. 

 For it takes darkness to reveal the light. So, we gather in faith to witness together.  
 
The stillness allows us rest and room to reflect, in grounded connection. 
The barrenness allows us open space to envision the future, in hope-filled community. 
The quietness allows our spirit to listen for God’s guidance, in abundant love for all. 

 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION    
 
HYMN Be Now My Vision traditional Gaelic, trans. Mary Byrne, Eleanor Hull/SLANE 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                                                    Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis, Chapter 17 
 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, "I am God Almighty; 
walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous." Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 
 
"As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall 
your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 
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I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, 
for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. God said to Abraham, "As for 
Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will 
give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her." 
 
ANTHEM Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy Joseph Hart, alt. (1712-1768)/RESTORATION 
 
LENTEN STORY REFLECTION  A woman anoints Jesus 
  Ivy Hamill 
 
PSALM FOR THE SEASON (Psalm 51)  Create in me a clean heart, O God 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON           Mark 8:31-38 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark, Chapter 8 
 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite 
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things." 
 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 
 
For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return 
for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." 
 

Kyrie Eleison (Lord, in your mercy, hear us) Byzantine Orthodox 
 
MESSAGE                                               “Falling Down”                                            Pastor Kate Alexander 
 
SILENT REFLECTION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE • PASTORAL PRAYER • THE LORD’S PRAYER        Alan Hommerding 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION  

 
Kerry Hamill, Liturgist  Michael Potsic, Tech Manager 
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Music Notes 
When Joseph Hart wrote the text for “Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy,” he was living in a time and place 
that wouldn’t have heard the word “sinner” as the total put-down we might think it is today. Instead, it was 
an honest way to describe others, as you might also describe them as “parent” or “neighbor” or “friend” 
and so on. As with those other terms, it does carry its own associations, but not with the assumption that 
“sinner” is the only thing we are. The text beautifully conveys our need for and receiving of God’s saving 
grace as well, warmly expressed as being embraced in the loving arms of Jesus. AJH 

  

 

Announcements 
CHURCH COUNCIL will meet next on Tuesday, February 23 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
NEXT SESSIONS WITH BRANDYN SIMMONS: are today, February 28th, and our final session on March 21st.  
 
THE BOOK CLUB’S next selection is Gilead by Marilynne Robinson.  This is one of Barack Obama's favorite 
novels, and you can find an interview he did with Robinson on September, 2015 for the The New York Review 
of Books. tinyurl.com/1ludvlnw.  
We'll meet 7 p.m. March 3, most likely on Zoom unless the city's Covid protocols loosen up by then. 
 
LENTEN STORIES: We are doing a project similar to the Advent Boxes during Lent. A member of the 
congregation will tell a story during worship, and the kids will get a copy of the story plus instructions for 
related activities to do during the week after the service. If you know an elementary age child who might like 
to participate, let Ann James know and she'll get them a packet each week.  

We're taking inspiration for the telling of the stories from an interesting little bit in Mark's account of Jesus' 
arrest. He records that an unnamed young man runs away (Mark 15:51). No other gospel has the story, and 
there is speculation that the young man might have been Mark himself. Thinking about what it might have 
been like for a young person to witness the events of Holy Week, we have recruited some of our youth to help 
us write each story and then tell it 
 
ZOOM LINK FOR WORSHIP 
The recurring link below can be copied into your calendar for future reference. 
https://zoom.us/j/93471903903 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS for the Sunday Bulletin and Monday e-News are due to admin@edgebrookucc.org by 
Wednesday at Noon. 
 

 

 

 

EDGEBROOK COMMUNITY CHURCH 
An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ 
6736 N. Loleta Avenue, Chicago, IL 60646  I  www.edgebrookucc.org I  773·763·1522 
 

Kate Alexander, Guest Preacher…………………….......................................................... katealexander.chicago@gmail.com 
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