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Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
LIVE ZOOM WORSHIP JANUARY 17, 2021 

 
 

PRELUDE Song without Words op. 102, no. 6 (Faith) Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
     Alan Hommerding 

 
CHORAL INTROIT Psalm 96: Sing to the Lord, Hallelu! Cameroon processional song, 
        arr. Alan J. Hommerding (b. 1956) 
 
WELCOME AND CALL TO PRAYER                 
 
OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

God is the maker of heaven and earth. 
God parts the waters and opens the heavens. 
God calls to the people of God. 
God calls us and knows our name. 
Let us gather in a spirit of worship. 
Let us listen for the voice of God. 

 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION    
 
HYMN Breathe on Me, Breath of God Edwin Hatch/Robert Jackson 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                                                    1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20) 
 

A reading from First Samuel, Chapter Three. 
 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those days; 
visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple 
of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 
 
Then the LORD called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, "Here I am!" and ran to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you 
called me." But he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay down. 
The LORD called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But 
he said, "I did not call, my son; lie down again." 
 
Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 
The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called 
me." Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 
 
Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is 
listening.'" So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, for your 
servant is listening." 
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Then the LORD said to Samuel, "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone 
who hears of it tingle. 
 
On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 
For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons 
were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 
Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or 
offering forever." 
 
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell 
the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, "Samuel, my son." He said, "Here I am." 
Eli said, "What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you 
hide anything from me of all that he told you." 
 
So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, "It is the LORD; let him do what seems 
good to him." 
As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 
And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 
 
SOLO Is This a Day of New Beginnings Brian Wren/Norman Warren 
 Kirsten Leslie, soprano 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON          John 1:43-51 
 
A reading from the Gospel According to John, Chapter One.  
 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." 
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth." 
 
Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." 
When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 
deceit!" 
Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you under the fig tree before 
Philip called you." 
Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 
 
Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater 
things than these." 
And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man." 
 
 Gloria in Excelsis Deo, Alleluia! Jacques Berthier 
 
MESSAGE                                          “Is it Really You?”                                 Pastor Kate Alexander 
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SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE • PASTORAL PRAYER • THE LORD’S PRAYER        Alan Hommerding 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION  
 

Jeanann Power, liturgist  Michael Potsic, tech manager 
 

 

Music Notes 
“Preach the Gospel. Use words, if necessary.” This saying, often attributed to St. Francis of Assisi, sums up 
what we hear about Jesus in this stretch of Sundays. Jesus heads off on his public mission, preaching with 
words sometimes, but often preaching through his actions of healing and welcoming. I’ve often thought of 
his ministry described during these days as “Jesus, God’s song without words.” 
 
Felix Mendelssohn wrote numerous Songs without Words, and though he gave only a few of them other 
titles, most of them came to be known by the titles that others gave them as well. Today’s piece came to be 
known with the title “Faith,” likely because of its firm and sturdy nature. AJH 
  

 

Announcements 
 
ANNUAL MEETING SUNDAY, JANUARY 24TH, 2021 Immediately Following Worship  

Agenda 
1. Call to Order and Establishment of a Quorum of 8  
2. Approve Draft Minutes from Jan. 26, 2020  
3. Accept Annual Report  
4. True Self Update  
5. Close nominations for church leadership opportunities  
6. Elect church leadership  
7. Approve Operating Budget for 2021  
8. Blessing and Installment of Church Leaders  
9. Adjourn 

 
WELCOME KATE ALEXANDER who will be leading us in worship through the end of February while Church 
Council identifies an Interim Minister to shepherd us through the process of calling our next settled pastor. 
Pastor Kate’s prophetic preaching style and folksy personality combine to offer sermons that are both 
challenging and hopeful. As a storyteller and long-time social justice activist from NYC to DC, Palestine, Israel, 
North Dakota, and Arizona, Kate’s call puts theology in action bringing justice ministry into the church, into the 
streets, and into people’s hearts. 
 
THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE has heard from members interested in serving on council and they appear on 
the ballot for 2-year terms at the Annual Meeting. They are: Building and Grounds Chair - Ann James 

Recording Secretary - Jeanann Power Member at Large - Kerry Hamill 
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SAVE THE DATE! The first in our series of sessions with Brandyn Simmons is Sunday January 31st at 12:00pm. 
More information to follow as it becomes available. 
 
ECC BOOK CLUB: We had a great discussion about Richard Rohr's Falling Upwards and the current state of all 
things at book club January 6. I thought we'd try a novel for March's meeting, Gilead by Marilynne Robinson. It 
winds up this is one of Barack Obama's favorite novels, and you can find an interview he did with Robinson in 
September, 2015 in The New York Review of Books https://tinyurl.com/y38p4vvu.If you go to check it out, you 
may have to register to read it, but it's free to do so.  The interview is pretty prescient, with interesting 
thoughts about fear, "the sinister other" and democracy. There are multiple copies at Chicago Public library, 
and it's available on Kindle and as an audiobook.  We'll meet 7 p.m. March 3, most likely on zoom unless the 
city's Covid protocols loosen up by then. 
 
ZOOM LINK FOR WORSHIP 
The recurring link below can be copied into your calendar for future reference. 
https://zoom.us/j/93471903903 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS for the Sunday Bulletin/ Monday e-News are due to admin@edgebrookucc.org 
Wednesday at Noon. 
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