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CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Dr. Scott Paeth
Designated Term Pastor
scottpaeth@edgebrookucc.org

Alan Hommerding
Director of Music
music@edgebrookucc.org

Jeanann Power
admin@edgebrookucc.org

Edge of the Wood Theatre
Jeanann Power
Janet Rourke
John Chambers

CURRENT STRATEGIC GOALS
1. Identify an interim pastor and look forward to seeking  

a Settled Pastor. 

2. Create meaningful opportunities for teens to engage in the life  
of the church.

3. Grow the congregation in order to witness to our vision of  
God’s inclusive love.

4.	 Improve	the	financial	stability	of	the	church	in	order	to	continue	 
to live out our mission.

CORE VALUES
1. Worship
2. Learning
3. Service

OPEN AND AFFIRMING STATEMENT
We	are	an	Open	and	Affirming	congregation.	Wherever	you	are	on	your	
faith journey, you are welcome here. We welcome individuals of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities, of all races and ethnicities, of all ages, 
backgrounds and abilities, and we welcome families of all kinds.

MISSION STATEMENT
Edgebrook Community Church, a congregation of the United Church of 
Christ, is an open-hearted, open-minded Christian community seeking 
to know God’s word, dedicated to living the faith and making it real in 
our lives and in our community.

VISION STATEMENT
As members of Edgebrook Community Church, we shall strive to bring 
together persons of faith to worship God and grow in spirituality while 
affirming	the	dignity	of	all	persons.		We	will	endeavor	to	share	our	gifts	
by supporting each other physically, emotionally and spiritually.  We 
shall undertake to renew our spirits to live our faith and to inspire God’s 
presence in our community.

6736 North Loleta Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60646

773.763.1522
www.edgebrookucc.org
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From the Pastor
Dear Edgebrook Church family,

My	first	six	months	at	Edgebrook	Community	Church	have	been	rewarding	
and eventful. Thank all of you for your welcome and generosity as I’ve 
gotten settled into the life of our congregation.

From a pastoral standpoint, the predominating reality remains the ongoing 
struggle with COVID-19 and how it has affected our community. Thankfully, 
we have been able to return to in-person worship, albeit masked for the time 
being.	As	we	continue	to	figure	out	the	best	way	to	gather	and	worship	God	
together,	we	will	refine	our	worship	practices,	but	our	goal	will	ultimately	be	
to return to a time when we can worship together unmasked and to share 
fellowship with one another in the fullest possible way.

One front on which I am continuing to work, is the rejuvenation of 
our youth program. Our newly inaugurated Youth Council has been 
instrumental in developing ideas for future programing, and we are in 
the midst of a search, along with Edgebrook Lutheran Church, for a joint 
Youth Director to help both churches facilitate their youth ministries. I will 
continue to keep the congregation informed as these plans develop.

As we move into 2022, I hope to work with Church Council to develop new 
programming for all ages to allow us to continue to grow as a community, 
to share fellowship with one another, and to mature in our love for God and 
one another as we seek to embody the ministry of all believers.

 In Christ’s peace,
 Rev. Dr. Scott Paeth
 Designated Term Pastor
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From the Council President
Dear Members and Friends of and Supporters  
of Edgebrook Community Church,

We are grateful for your contributions of your time, your talent, your 
guidance and generosity. As challenges and changes continue to unfold in 
our world, Edgebrook continues to be a spiritual refuge, offering inspiring 
messages, uplifting music and warm fellowship. As this year began with 
Zoom recorded services, we give thanks for Rev. Kate Alexander, who 
worshipped with us through our time of discernment early in the year. 
We were able to enjoy worshipping together again in person, proving 
ourselves resilient and adaptable in this unpredictable year.

We continued our commitment to each other earlier this year, spending 
time	reflecting	on	when	we	were	most	proud	to	be	members	of	our	
church.	This	reminded	us	that	we	find	deep	meaning	in	supporting	and	
participating	in	our	ministry	work.	That	we	find	great	joy	in	participating	
in the spiritual education of our young people, worshipping together, 
having fun together and opening ourselves to the neighborhood. 
We allowed ourselves time to explore the possibilities for the future, 
as we at Edgebrook Community Church, look to be that anchor in 
the neighborhood. Looking at what we would like our story to be, we 
reconnected with who we are and who we can become. Some thoughts we 
shared of that vision were:

We want to be an open, warm church that spreads love, kindness and 
Christian beliefs.
We want to be that beacon on the hill, shining our welcoming light to all people.
We can DO. We can HELP.
We are a spiritual people, working to live out our faith.

On our journey this year, the Pastoral Search Committee worked diligently 
and moved us to call with joy, Rev. Scott Paeth as our Designated Pastor. 
We celebrate that our spiritual paths have joined and we look forward to 
dedicating ourselves to the meaningful work we plan together. Scott has 
challenged us with new ideas, new thoughts on how to be in community, 
and to be the change we so want to see in our world. 

We	made	significant	efforts	with	the	budget	again	this	year,	and	we	are	
experiencing	a	much	healthier	financial	position.	Our	realistic	financial	
planning	and	prudence	has	moved	us	into	our	healthiest	fiscal	position	
in many years. This will allow us to continue our work and our worship, 
and opens us to exploring new ways to bring the Light of Christ to our 
neighborhood, our city and our world. Our vigilance is ongoing and we will 
continue to be thoughtful as we move through 2022.

Thank you all, for all of your contribtions to Edgebrook Community Church, 
and a special thank you to those who continue to move us outside into the 
community! May we continue to work to be a genuine force for good in the 
world, and with God’s blessing, may it be so.

 Peace,
 Judy Sachs, Council President
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From the Director of Music
The year 2021 for the music program and for me was—as it was for 
everyone—a time that the word “transition” doesn’t begin to describe.
It would be an enormous oversight on my part if I didn’t begin by 
expressing the gratitude of all the musicians and me for the congregation’s 
ongoing and generous support of us and the music program throughout 
the pandemic. So many of our colleagues did not fare as well, so please 
accept this sincere expression of thanks.

A main large-scale transition was, of course, the one from our “Zoom 
pastor,” Kate Alexander, to designated pastor Scott Paeth. Working with 
Kate was always a joy, and I believe we could have not found anyone more 
suited to that role during those early months of 2021. 

I will confess to exhaling a months-long held breath when Scott was announced as our designated pastor. I 
had enjoyed working with him previously whenever he was a substitute in the pulpit, and continue to enjoy our 
work together as colleagues.

There have been, of course, adjustments to be made in the new working relationship, but I have found the 
spirit of mutual respect and courtesy between us to be very helpful in the inevitable speedbumps that come 
with any new working partnership. I am particularly thankful that we are now singing the psalms as part of the 
Sunday service—something I had long desired to do.

The largest adjustment/transition of the year was the need to hire three new singers. I received three emails 
from previous singers—all in the course of one week!—that they were all moving on from regular Sunday 
music-making at Edgebrook. I hasten to note that this was due to all three in the midst of changes in life 
circumstances; all of them assured me that they were going to miss the community at Edgebrook, as well 
as the music we had made together. I am glad that both Robin Kessler and Michael Potsic have returned to 
Edgebrook on occasion.

It was genuine good fortune that I was able to hire three new singers who are not only very capable musicians, 
but also easy-to-work-with colleagues. I discovered this quickly while working with them on music for 
September’s concert on the lawn, wherein I happily learned they were all eager to do a breadth of music that 
evening, ranging from show tunes to outright silliness.

I was lucky that one had worked at Edgebrook previously (Rachel Karlic); one had worked with me in another 
place (Andy Schultze); and one came in with freshness and genuine enthusiasm for being part of the music 
program (Fred Peterbark).

A special note here for Kirsten Leslie, who has served Edgebrook for nearly as long as I have. The continuity 
she contributed to this time of transition cannot be overstated.

A happy transition came with the return to public, in-person worship in June! At that time we discovered an 
unexpected	benefit	of	the	distanced	singing	we	did	during	recording	sessions	for	our	Zoom	services:	having	
the singers spaced apart from each other actually works better in the church’s acoustics. Thank you, Holy Spirit!

 Respectfully submitted,
 Alan Hommerding
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE

We	have	been	trying	to	act	as	good	stewards	by	finding	ways	we	can	use	our	own	time	and	
talents to care for the building and grounds. Because of the review of contracts and the amount of 
volunteer work offered this year, we have saved about $20,000 over previous years and enjoyed 
one another’s company in socially distanced ways.

BUILDING 

HVAC 
We signed a contract with Hayes Mechanical for annual maintenance in the fall. They have assessed 
the boiler and said it is working well. A thermostat needed to be replaced; others are older as well, 
and we’ll continue to monitor them. 

The air conditioner in the Heritage Room continues to work, but we will continue to monitor it, in 
anticipation that we may need to replace the system in the next year or so. We found that the fans 
and	open	windows	were	sufficient	to	keep	the	sanctuary	comfortable	in	the	summer.

The leak in the radiator along the north wall of the Fellowship Hall seems to have abated; we’ll 
continue to monitor.

Drainage 
There is a leak along the south wall of the Fellowship Hall during heavy rainstorms. We are using a 
tarp in the area now. In the spring, we’ll see if more grading away from the building and putting in 
more	ground	cover	will	help;	if	that	doesn’t	work,	we’ll	look	into	refurbishing	waterproofing	done	
previously.

Maintenance 
Cleaning: We began with a new cleaning service, Labeille Cleaning, in the spring. 

Painting: Thanks to Judy Sachs, Anna Zaczek and her friend, Olivia, the upstairs restrooms were 
painted in the spring. We hired a painter 
to	have	the	pastor’s	office	painted	in	early	
June.

Plumbing: We replaced the water heater 
in the fall.

Storage areas: We cleared out the 
storage area in the entry to the Music 
Academy, so that they could use it. 
Nicole Toft cleared out and organized the 
education supplies in the Heritage Room. 
We are still clearing out and organizing 
the storage area near the boiler room.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

GROUNDS 

Landscape 
We continue to use the same landscape/snow shoveling service, though we cut back to having 
them only mow the yard and shovel snow. Other maintenance was done by members.

We had monthly workdays from spring through fall. Among the tasks accomplished were the care 
for the planters by the sign and the entrance to the Music Academy, planting of bulbs, trimming 
of trees and hedges, and spreading 10 yards of mulch received from the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation Department in May. We planted and cared for the produce in the new garden in the 
former playlot; we were able to give at least 6 bushels of produce to Just Harvest between July and 
October. Next year, we should be able to get the whole area planted.  

Thanks to all those who helped in the yard and garden throughout the season: Laura Bittman, Andy 
and Becca James, Pat McCormack, Richard Neuhaus, Doug and Jeanann Power, and Chris, Lucy 
and Nicole Toft. 

Sidewalks 
The city came and assessed the two courtesy walks nearest the corner of Loleta and Hiawatha. The 
problem	with	drainage	there	is	a	result	of	the	neighborhood-wide	problem	of	insufficient	drainage	
included in the design of the roads. We’ll continue to explore ways to make sure at least one of 
these walks stays dry and free of ice, as these are the only ones that can be used to get to the 
handicap-accessible entrance.

        Respectfully submitted,
        Ann James

Building and Grounds Report Cont’d
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE COMMITTEE

The Congregational Life Committee is aligned with the church’s core mission of worship, service, 
and	learning.	These	flourish	in	an	atmosphere	of	kindness,	love,	and	trust.

Our primary goal is a commitment to encouraging Christlike, healthy relationships. This means 
promoting attitudes & actions including respectful interaction, cooperation, and communication 
within our church culture & community, with special emphasis on full transparency, responsibility, 
respect, truth, and integrity within our church council. The complete elimination of both overt 
and covert bullying is also a necessary part of the process of healing and growing our church 
congregation. “Beloved, let us love one another. For love is of God, and everyone that loves is born 
of God and knows God. He who does not love, does not know God, for God is love.” I John 4:7-8

The Congregational Life Committee participated in weekly functions for the church service and 
several opportunities to enhance the life, faith and relationships within the congregation.
The Committee continued hosting the multi-session, in-depth, extended group process facilitated 
by Brandyn Simmons re: opening up a dialogue, healing unhealthy dynamics, and visioning for the 
future of our church. 

The Congregational Life Committee Chairperson provided extended outreach & social work for an 
ECC member who needed emergency and ongoing medical attention, transportation to and from 
the	hospital	and	doctors’	offices,	assistance	with	finding	&	establishing	a	primary	care	physician	
and coordinating with their medical insurance, communication with extended family members, and 
coordination of services so as to assist this church member in being able to maintain independent 
living at home rather than needing to move into a nursing care facility or other such institution.
The Committee also continued co-hosting programs to encourage connection & build rapport 
among members & community neighbors, including the various outdoor music-fests “Rock the 
Block 2.0”, along with a church group viewing of the movie about C. S. Lewis, “The Most Reluctant 
Convert”. Sincere appreciation and special recognition is also given to the ECC Book Club 
discussion leaders, Ann James and Barb Simonson. 

The Committee met with ECC members and then discussed their preferences regarding the 
worship service length (preferably less than an hour) and content (including hymns from the 
Pilgrim Fellowship Hymnal) with Rev. Scott Paeth.

The Congregational Life Committee Chairperson cleaned and organized the teen/youth Sunday 
School room with some assistance from a couple of the teenagers. 

Additionally, the Congregational Life Committee Chairperson wrote personalized notes & mailed 
out donated pre-stamped Christmas cards to past ECC attendees, with handwritten notes inviting 
them to attend our Christmas Eve Service.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

Congregational Life Committee meetings included 
discussions regarding how to build attendance and 
membership while we continue to be challenged 
with the restrictions of the pandemic (COVID). 
We will wait for further potential development 
of a “Men’s Group” until such time that it seems 
appropriate and feasible.

Furthermore, the Congregational Life Committee 
Chairperson continues to provide healing prayer 
ministry to anyone interested. These prayers are 
available in-person, privately or with others, over 
the phone, and on behalf of loved ones who are 
not present. It is available at any time. “Then Jesus 
called His twelve disciples together and gave them 
power and authority over all demons, and to cure 
diseases. He sent them to preach the kingdom of 
God and to heal the sick.” Luke 9:1-2 “Now, Lord, 
look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that 
with all boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and 
wonders may be done through the name of Your Holy Servant Jesus.” Acts 4:29-30

The Congregational Life Committee continues to request complete & ongoing transparency and 
pre-approval of all money being spent out of the committee’s budget. Please note that the reason 
for	being	significantly	over-budget	in	2021	was	primarily	due	to	paying	for	pulpit	supply	while	we	
were still in the process of searching for an interim or designated-term pastor.

Respectfully and prayerfully submitted in service to God,
Claire McCormack (Congregational Life Committee Chairperson) and 

Doug Power (Congregational Life Committee Member)
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

EDUCATION AND MISSION COMMITTEE
The Education and Mission Committee started the year with the goal of doing a mission project 
each month. With many thanks to our generous congregation, the following is what we collected  
for our mission recipients this year.

FEBRUARY

NOVEMBER

AUGUST July-October

APRIL

OCTOBER

JUNE

DECEMBER

65
Sack Suppers for 
Night Ministry

100
Sack Suppers for 
Night Ministry

School Supplies
for the after school 
and early childhood 
programs at Onward 
House

6 Bushels
of produce, grown by 

volunteers in our garden,  
to Just Harvest

50
Sack Suppers for 
Night Ministry

Diapers/Feminine 
Hygiene Products
for the food pantry at 
Onward House

75
Sack Suppers for 
Night Ministry

Christmas Gifts
We continued our tradition 
of providing gifts for Onward 
House families

Education
During Lent, Ann provided activity boxes for Sunday School children. After returning to in-person 
worship, she also developed activities and lessons for children who attend. We are using volunteer 
Sunday School teachers until we have a larger group of kids attending.

We	are	happy	to	have	a	number	of	youth	who	began	Confirmation	class	in	the	fall	and	we	have	
a new Youth Council. We are also working with Edgebrook Lutheran Church to develop a youth 
group for teens from both congregations. The Education and Mission Committee is providing 
support for activities planned by the Youth Council. In November, we had youth from our church 
and Edgebrook Lutheran help make the sandwiches and put together the sack suppers for the 
Night Ministry. The youth also wrapped gifts for Onward House in December. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

Community
The Education and Mission Committee partnered with the Congregational Life Committee to 
plan three outdoor concerts on our lawn in June, August and September.  In June, Michael Postic 
(Micheal’s Music Machine) rocked the block with his family-friendly tunes. In August, we listened 
to cool jazz and blues performed by the high school bands from The Musical Offering, and in 
September, we enjoyed a variety of music performed by our own choir members, led by Alan 
Hommerding.

Book Club
The Book Club, an informal gathering of members, met regularly throughout the year. Among the 
titles read were The Gift of Years by Sister Joan Chittister and The Bible Makes Sense by Walter 
Brueggeman. After a hiatus for the holiday, we will begin reading the gospel of Mark.

2022
Next year, we are anticipating continued involvement with our mission projects and hoping 
opportunities for in-person volunteering will open up. We are planning to form a stronger 
partnership with Night Ministry, Onward House and Just Harvest through more funding from our 
mission budget, in addition to holding supply drives and volunteering. 

We	are	looking	forward	to	working	with	and	supporting	our	Youth	Council	and	Confirmands.	We	
are hoping to build a relationship between our congregation and Edgebrook Lutheran Church 
through the joint youth program. 

Brenda Zaczek (chair), Ann James
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FINANCE COMMITTEE AND TREASURER

REVENUE   2021 Budget 2021 Actuals 2022 Proposed 
Budget

Pledges Total Pledges 
 less 10% for Mission $15,044 $28,797 $27,000

Plate   $750 $790 $750

Facilities Use   $30,500 $33,600 $30,500

PPP Loan / Grant $34,547

Accrued Income
formerly Interest/Dividends 
and  Unrealized Gains 
(Losses)

$12,000 $9,645 $10,000

Special Gifts Swanson Funds Transfer $120,000 $164,550 $120,000

 Mission Mission $1,672 $4,780 $3,000

  Billington Funds $1,000 $2,331 $3,000

  Special Mission   $554

Total Mission   $2,672 $7,665 $6,000

TOTAL REVENUE   $180,966 $279,594 $194,250

EXPENDITURES   2021
Budget 2021 Actuals 2022 Proposed 

Budget

PERSONNEL 

Pastor’s Compensation Pastor’s Salary & Home $50,920 $21,313 $26,000

  Pastor’s Reimbursements $1,000 $0 $1,000

Pastor’s Insurance $10,400 $205 $0

  Pastor’s Pension $7,200 $3,072 $3,640

  Pastor’s SECA / FICA Offset $3,896 $1,720 $1,989

TOTAL Pastor’s 
Compensation   $73,416 $26,310 $32,629

Music Director   $16,830 $16,822 $17,672

Singers   $16,800 $16,650 $17,850

Director of Education   $3,000 $0 $0

Administrative Assistant   $17,136 $10,279 $17,993

Workers’ Compensation   $800 $725 $613

Employer’s FICA   $3,000 $1,931 $2,728

Payroll Expenses (QBO fee)   $700 $917 $1,000

TOTAL PERSONNEL   $131,682 $73,634 $90,485

2021 Budget versus Actual Results and  2022 Budget Proposal
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
2021 Budget versus Actual Results and  2022 Budget Proposal

EXPENDITURES (CONT’D)   2021 Budget 2021 Actuals 2022 Proposed 
Budget

BUILDING

Custodial   $11,000 $2,934 $5,000

Electric & Water   $5,000 $5,742 $5,500

Gas   $14,000 $17,712 $20,000

Telephone & Internet   $1,500 $2,615 $3,000

Repairs & Maintenance   $30,000 $9,576 $15,320

Property Insurance   $13,000 $16,136 $19,000

Furniture & Fixtures   $1,000 $0 $1,000

TOTAL BUILDING   $75,500 $54,715 $68,820

ADMINISTRATION 

Accountant Fee   $4,500 $3,171 $4,725

Office	Supplies   $2,500 $1,849 $2,500

Contingencies   $1,000 $2,080 $1,500

Payroll Fees      

TOTAL ADMINISTRATION   $8,000 $7,100 $8,725

  

MINISTRY

Music / Organ   $3,700 $2,428 $3,000

Christian Education   $1,000 $344 $3,500

Advertising / Evangelism   $5,000 $3,756 $4,000

Worship / Meditation   $7,500 $7,334 $5,000

Mission   $4,000 $556 $6,000

TOTAL MINISTRY   $21,200 $14,418 $21,500

  

TOTAL EXPENDITURES   $236,382 $149,867 $189,530

  

TOTAL REVENUE   $180,966 $279,594 $194,250

TOTAL EXPENDITURES   -$236,382 -$149,867 -$189,530

NET REVENUE   -$38,016 $129,727 $4,720
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ASSETS 2019 2020 2021

CURRENT ASSETS

  Bank Accounts - Edgebrook Community Church $53,088 $2,843 $142,576

      Church Funding $1,169 $1,169 $1,169

      Flower Fund $402 $402 $402

      Friends of Music $2,837 $2,837 $2,837

      Ladies of the Night $503 $503 $503

      Memorials $4,369 $4,369 $4,369

      Pastor Fundraising $2,455 $2,455 $2,455

      Residual Capital $0 $0 $0

      Youth Fundraising $1,093 $1,093 $1,093

  Total Bank Accounts $65,913 $15,669 $155,404

  OTHER CURRENT ASSETS

    Accrued Income $10,261 -$1,108 $9,645

Total Current Assets $76,174 $14,561 $165,049

  OTHER ASSETS

    T Rowe Price $319,422 $274,849 $249,978

    Vanguard $385,858 $388,429 $503,167

  Total Other Assets $705,280 $663,278 $753,145

TOTAL ASSETS $781,454 $677,839 $918,194

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Liabilities 2019 2020 2021

  Current Liabilities

    Accounts Payable $785 $0 $0

    Total Accounts Payable $785 $0 $0

    Other Current Liabilities

      Payroll Liabilities

        Federal Taxes (941/944) $1,992 $1,465 $1,202

        Flex Savings $563 $2,063 $0

        IL Income Tax $731 $869 $563

        TSA -$500 -$500 $0

      Total Payroll Liabilities $2,786 $3,897 $1,765

    Total Other Current Liabilities $2,786 $3,897 $1,765

  Total Current Liabilities $3,570 $3,897 $1,765

Total Liabilities $3,570 $3,897 $1,765

2021 Year-End Assets and Liabilities Statement
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY CONT’D

Equity 2019 2020 2021

  Retained Earnings $67,621 $93,217 $66,495

  Temporary Restricted Net Assets $674,199 $674,199 $674,199

  Net Revenue $36,063 -$93,475 $164,658

Total Equity $777,883 $673,942 $905,352

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $781,453 $677,839 $907,117

2021 Year-End Assets and Liabilities Statement

2021 Overview
Financially speaking, 2021 turned out to be a better year than expected for Edgebrook Community Church. 
Rather	than	having	a	deficit	at	the	end	of	the	year,	we	have	a	surplus.	Revenue	was	greater	than	expected	
and expenditures were less than anticipated. Members donated more than originally pledged. We received 
an extra disbursement from the Swanson Funds. The church also received a PPP loan, which was forgiven. 
Our expenditures were greatly reduced by having a part-time pastor, changing custodial services, and not 
spending  as much on repairs and maintenance as budgeted. While we did start to see increases in utility costs, 
the savings in other areas and increases in revenue more than offset these increases. At the end of 2021, our 
revenue greatly surpassed our expenditures.

2022 Budget
For 2022, I anticipate less actual revenue and greater actual expenditures than in 2021. The 2022 revenue will 
be more than budgeted in 2021 because members pledged more this year than last. However, we will not 
have the same actual revenue in 2022 because we will not have the PPP loan, nor am I including any additional 
disbursements from the Swanson Funds. Expenditures for 2022 will also be less than budgeted, but more 
than actually spent, in 2021. Budgeting for a part-time interim minister for a full year, as well for raises to other 
personnel, will increase personnel expenditures from those of 2021, but still be below those budgeted for 
2021.	Similarly,	building	and	administration	expenditures	will	be	more	than	in	2021	due	to	inflation,	most	
notably for utilities and property insurance. Plus, Council has committed more resources for youth ministry 
under Christian Education. All that being said, we will end up with a slight surplus for the year. 

Investments
After	reductions	in	the	assets	of	Edgebrook	Community	Church	over	the	last	few	years,	we	finally	recovered	
much of those losses in 2021. We did not need to make an investment transfer in 2021. We should use some of 
the gains to replenish our investment accounts. In 2022, we should evaluate our investment accounts to see if 
they	are	serving	our	purpose,	both	in	terms	of	church	finances	and	mission.	

 Andy James
 Finance Committee
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SPONSORED PROGRAM REPORTS

EDGE OF THE WOOD THEATRE ANNUAL REPORT 2021
The year 2021 began with Edge of the Wood experiencing lower attendance due to Covid-19, 
and protocols continuing in place to manage classes and performances as safely as possible, with 
adaptations made as restrictions changed. 

The Fall 2020 session was closed out in early Spring 2021, with the two-hour class students 
performing a Showcase of scenes and two songs. The show was designed to decrease student 
interaction overall, as well as their proximity on stage. It was performed in front of a limited 
audience, and was recorded. 

In Spring 2021, our enrollment was still less than average. Classes with restricted enrollment were 
held for ages 8-13, with limited-audience performances of Oliver! in May. The hour-long class, ages 
6-8, were taught by Edge graduate Agnes Connolly. They held a performance of The Princess and 
the Pea in May.

By the middle of the Spring session, some restrictions were lifting. In June, the two-hour classes 
performed How to Succeed in Business.

In Summer 2021, as we began our 22nd year, we held two 
two-week summer camps outside for ages 6-13 in June and 
July, assisted by Edge of the Wood graduates Agnes Connolly, 
Maya Cornejo and Billy Gatesman, and current student Logan 
Dolibois. The 12-18 year old four-week summer theatre camp 
was able to be held under even fewer restrictions than in the 
Spring, and culminated in a performance of Hello, Dolly! We 
graduated four seniors.

In July, Edge of the Wood shared a booth at the Edgebrook 
Farmer’s Market with Jenny Gatesman and the Edgebrook-
Sauganash	Chamber	of	Commerce,	to	help	raise	the	profile	of	
the theatre and the church in the neighborhood, and distribute 
informational material.
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By the fall, we were rebounding from 2020 even more. Enrollment was up, even with class size 
limits and Covid protocols in place. We held two one-hour classes for ages 6-8, taught by Agnes 
Connolly, with a performance of Pinocchio in December. There were four classes held for ages 
8-13, with four performances of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, three in December and one in 
January (postponed due to Covid).

With the Fall class of 12 to 18-year-olds, we expect to be able to  perform Curtains in February, with 
show dates having been postponed due to lack of ability to rehearse in December, especially over 
the winter break, because of Covid isolations or quarantines.

The Resident Theatre was able to continue 
with some Zoom productions in 2021.  

In January, Shakespeare’s Much Ado About 
Nothing was produced on Zoom, directed 
by Lavina Jadhwani. March 2021 brought a 
production of Arthur Miller’s The Crucible, 
directed	by	Chris	Toft	in	his	first	directorial	
appearance in a number of years. Both 
productions were well attended and received 
very positive feedback.

In August of 2021, Edge of the Wood hosted 
an in-person table read of Once in a Lifetime, 
cast and facilitated by Resident Artist Mark 
Burrows. 

And in September, one of our actor-
musicians, Carl Chadek, arranged for the 
donation of a baby grand piano to Edge of 

the Wood, from Steppenwolf Theatre. This was a wonderful, unexpected surprise, as upgrading our 
piano had been a top fundraising priority.

In Spring of 2020, the Resident Theatre had been on the verge of opening its production of Will 
Eno’s Middletown, when it was suspended by the stay-at-home order. By June of 2021, it was 
decided that things, actors, the world, had shifted to the point where the play Middletown would 
not be able to be produced by Edge of the Wood at this time. Actors were paid a partial stipend 
when the decision was made, as the technical positions had been paid earlier. The Middletown set 
was disassembled in time for the student production of How to Succeed in Business, though a wall 
from Middletown was able to be repurposed into a wall in the Business set. 

As of this writing, plans are being made and auditions are underway for a live Resident Theatre 
production of Lauren Gunderson’s play The Book of Will, set to open in April of 2022. The play will 
be performed under the Covid-19 guidelines of the League of Chicago Theatres.
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Plans for Spring 2022 in the Theatre School include offering three 6-8 classes, on Monday, Tuesday, 
and Friday afternoons, taught by Agnes Connolly and Edge graduate Grant Kilian, who has 
taught for us before. We are also experimenting with offering classes for ages 4-5 on Tuesday and 
Saturday mornings and Tuesday afternoon, to be taught by Nora Talaga, a graduate of Edge and of 
Marquette University with a degree in Theatre, who had approached us with the idea.  

It has been a lovely development over the years that some of our alumni have wanted to come 
back to Edge, to be a part of it in a different way and contribute to it, either by volunteering 
occasional labor, as Interns in the summer theatre camps, or as Student-Instructors of our younger 
classes.	It’s	been	very	fulfilling	for	us	to	be	able	to	offer	our	alumni	further	training	and	experience	
in	this	way,	as	well	as	to	have	Edge	of	the	Wood	benefit	from	the	knowledge	and	expertise	those	
students have gained in post-high-school education.

Edge of the Wood sent out an email fundraising campaign in December, followed up with some 
letters sent by U.S. Mail in January. Our fundraising helps to support the school and to provide 
scholarships.

We have been very heartened by the enthusiastic response by our theatre families this Fall, and 
look forward to continuing the program through this challenging time, following guidelines and 
adjusting our protocols as necessary. And we are so grateful to the ongoing commitment and 
support of Edgebrook Community Church and its people.

 Jeanann Power and Janet Rourke 
 Co-Directors, Edge of the Wood Theatre School
 Producers, The Resident Theatre at Edge of the Wood
 John Chambers
 Edge of the Wood Theatre School Instructor
 Artistic Director, The Resident Theatre at  
 Edge of the Wood
 Jim Bittman, Karen Bump (emeritus),  
 Donna Oberhardt, Jenny Gatesman
 Theatre Committee
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Edge of the Wood Balance Sheet as of 11/22/21


