
 
COVID-19 Phase-in FAQ Sheet 

 
What is the plan for re-opening the church? 
The Elders have come up with a detailed four-phase approach to re-open the church. Please see 
the “Working Plan for Re-Opening Public Worship” document for specific details on all of the 
phases. 
 
I’m not comfortable coming to worship once the church reopens. Is this ok? How will I stay 
connected? 
Yes! The Lord meets you right where you are, and we will too. Services will still be livestreamed 
every Sunday for those who cannot or choose not to attend worship in person when the time 
comes. The church office phone number is still functioning (406-582-8000) and a sermon 
manuscript can be sent to you upon request. As always, Ryan and Dean would love to hear 
from you!  
 
I want to return to worship. What’s being done to clean the church facilities? 
We are putting together a sanitization crew who will wipe down areas with sanitizing cleaner 
during our services. We’re asking all staff and greeters to wear face masks as appropriate. Hand 
sanitizer will be available based upon supply. We are also encouraging the congregation to 
wear face masks to protect our neighbors.  
 
How will the Elders know when it’s time to move from phase to phase? 
The movement from one phase to the next will be determined with much prayer and 
discernment by Elders. Depending on data, these phases may move forward or backward in the 
months to come.  
 
Why is the Legacy site closed while the Bozeman site will open? 
Due to CDC guidelines and the need to appropriately socially distance ourselves during this 
phase-in period, the Elders feel that is not possible at the Legacy site due to the small size of 
our Legacy Building. The CDC maintains that groups of 50 or more should not meet unless 
appropriate measures for safety are able to be in place. Individuals have a greater chance of 
maintaining the appropriate social distance in the large sanctuary at the Bozeman site until 
Phase Four is reached. 
 
Why is the “Bozeman” service outside?  
For the same reasons that we moved Legacy to Bozeman, actually. We have more space to 
spread out and a better opportunity to socially distance from one another in an outdoor 
environment. In addition, we’re also looking into offering some parking on the lawn for those 
who are vulnerable and would like to join us for worship.  
 



 
 
Can my Committee, Life Group, and/or Bible study group meet together in person? 
There will be a phased-in approach to all group meetings. 

• In Phase One, gatherings of 10 people or less will be allowed at both sites, as long as 
social distancing of six (6) feet separation is maintained. 

• In Phase Two, gatherings of under 20 people would be allowed at both sites during the 
week, as long as social distancing of six (6) feet separation is maintained. 

• In Phase Three, gatherings of under 50 people would be allowed at both sites during the 
week (Women Connect, etc.), as long as social distancing of six (6) feet separation is 
maintained. 

• Finally, in Phase Four, all gatherings would be permitted, with social distance guidelines 
required. 

• The sharing/serving of food and beverages is strongly discouraged. 
 
Can my Bible study meet at either site? 
Yes, in accordance with the phases listed above and by filling out a Building Request online 
(https://springhillpres.com/need-help/facilities). 
 
What will happen with Children’s Ministry and Sunday School? 
There will be a phased-in approach with Children’s Ministry and Sunday School. 

• Sunday School materials will be provided online in Phases One and Two. 

• In Phase Three, Sunday School would occur outdoors (weather permitting) on the 
southside lawn of the Bozeman site with children separated in groups of 10 kids or less. 

• In Phase Four, the nursery would be available, and Sunday School would occur indoors 
at both sites. Online learning materials would be available for anyone not feeling 
comfortable attending in person. 

 
What will happen with Youth Group? 
Youth Group is currently meeting on Sunday nights at 7:00 pm via Zoom (contact Adam Prall for 
login details). 

• In Phases Two and Three, Youth Group would be permitted and encouraged to take 
place outside (weather permitting) with social distancing rules in place. 

• In Phase Four, Youth Group would be permitted both indoors and outdoors with social 
distancing rules in place. 

 
What’s happening with summer events? 

• VBS has been cancelled for this summer. The Children’s Ministry team is working on an 
alternative for late summer. Details will be forthcoming as soon as possible. 

• The Youth mission trip that was scheduled for July has been postponed until 2021. 
Springhill will offer refunds or carry over deposits that have already been made by 
participating families for next year.  

• Sign-ups for the Community Garden will be allowed with a decreased number of 
available plots and social distancing requirements in place. Please call the church office 
(406-582-8000) to sign up and for more details as they become available. 

• Baptism Sunday is tentatively scheduled for the end of July. More details will be 
forthcoming. 

https://springhillpres.com/need-help/facilities


 
 
When will things go back to normal? 
While we anticipate a new normal, we don’t anticipate a return to the way things were prior to 
COVID-19. We don’t know when a public handshake or a hug will be ok again. What we do 
know, is that the God of all creation is still in control. Nothing is a surprise to Him, and we will 
trust in the Lord as we seek his face together. The message is important, not the method!  
 
Will I be made aware if a case erupts within the church congregation? 
While we cannot guarantee that every case will be made known within our community, we will 
do our best to inform the congregation of new cases if they arise. We will do this in a manner 
that protects the individual’s confidentiality as well.  
 
How can I give my tithe during this time?  

Online giving is a quick, easy, and safe method to offer your tithe each week. Please visit the 

“Give” page on the Springhill website at https://springhillpres.com/give and follow the 

directions on the page. If you prefer not to give online, you are welcome to mail a check to 

Springhill Presbyterian Church, 4769 West Babcock, Bozeman MT 59718. 
 
How will we do communion together? 
We have already obtained cup and wafer packets that are individually wrapped, and we plan to 
do communion together as soon as feasible. We will likely not be able to have communion as 
often in the months to come, but the Elders continue to seek creative ways to partake in the 
sacrament together.  
 
How can I be praying for the church in the days to come? 
Please pray that God would be glorified in all we do. Pray for the Holy Spirit to lead and guide 
us. Pray for the name of Jesus Christ to be lifted high and for the Good News to spread through 
our witness together. Pray for God’s patience and peace, unity and strength. Pray for 
endurance of the leadership and for protection of the flock. Pray for an end to this pandemic.  
 
 

https://springhillpres.com/give

