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OVERVIEW 
 
 
In accordance with local, state, and national guidelines, Springhill Presbyterian Church will 
move to re-open its public gatherings for worship in a four-phased approach. This approach will 
be subject to the guidelines set forth by the Montana State Governor’s Office and the local 
Gallatin County Health Department. The initiation of each phase will be determined by data 
instead of dates by Springhill Elders. In addition, (and most importantly) this four-phased 
approach will adhere to the following theological principles set forth by God’s Word.  
 

1. Love God, Love Neighbor –  
a. We will do our best to provide worship in a safe regard, within reason, in 

accordance with the Lord’s call to “Love your neighbor as yourself” in Mark 
12:31, John 13:34-35, and Romans 12:10. We desire to be a witness of 
compassion to the Gallatin Valley in whatever we do.  
 

2. A Commitment to Meeting Together –  
a. Whatever form it takes, we remain committed to spurring one another on 

towards Christ. We will not neglect our meeting together as set forth in Hebrews 
10:25 and Acts 2:42.  
 

3. Protection of the Vulnerable –  
a. While we believe in the importance of every individual taking ownership of their 

own health, we also recognize the importance of doing all we can to care for the 
vulnerable in our midst. See Psalm 68 for more.  

 
 
In all that we do, we echo the prayer of 3 John 1:2…  

-“Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it 
goes well with your soul.”  
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PHASE ONE 
 

According to the CDC, the following is recommended under Phase 
One:  
 
ALL VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS (elderly, those with health concerns) should continue to shelter 
in place. Members of households with vulnerable residents should be aware that by returning 
to work or other environments where distancing is not practical, they could carry the virus back 
home. Precautions should be taken to isolate from vulnerable residents. 
 
All individuals, WHEN IN PUBLIC (e.g., parks, outdoor recreation areas, shopping areas), should 
maximize physical distance from others. Social settings of more than 10 people, where 
appropriate distancing may not be practical, should be avoided unless precautionary measures 
are observed. 
 
Avoid SOCIALIZING in groups of more than 10 people in circumstances that do not readily allow 
for appropriate physical distancing (e.g., receptions, trade shows) 
 
LARGE VENUES (e.g., sit-down dining, movie theaters, sporting venues, places of worship) can 
operate under strict physical distancing protocols. (Montana does not currently allow sporting 
venues, or movie theaters during this phase)   
 

 
Phase One Springhill Church Approach:  
 
Church Offices/Staff – Staff will continue to telework except for essential employees and 
offices will remain closed. When in the office, staff will wipe down any door handles and office 
space used. Staff meetings will continue to take place by teleconference, on Zoom. The church 
office will remain closed.  

 
Sunday Morning Worship – Springhill will not hold public, in-person worship services during 
this first phase. However, worship staff will begin livestreaming worship from the building 
again. 
 
Children’s Ministry and Youth Group –  

• Sunday School and materials will be provided online.  

• Youth Group will take place via Zoom calls on Sunday evenings.  
 
Life Groups/Bible Studies/Committee Meetings – All gatherings of 10 people or less will be 
allowed at both sites, as long as social distancing of six (6) feet separation is maintained. 
Sharing of food or beverages is not appropriate and strongly discouraged at these gatherings. 
An option for Zoom teleconferencing should be considered for those electing to remain home.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/#vulnerable-individuals
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PHASE TWO 
 

According to the CDC, the following is recommended under Phase 
Two:  
 
ALL VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS should continue to shelter in place. Members of households 
with vulnerable residents should be aware that by returning to work or other environments 
where distancing is not practical, they could carry the virus back home. Precautions should be 
taken to isolate from vulnerable residents. 
 
All individuals, WHEN IN PUBLIC (e.g., parks, outdoor recreation areas, shopping areas), should 
maximize physical distance from others. Social settings of more than 50 people, where 
appropriate distancing may not be practical, should be avoided unless precautionary measures 
are observed. 
 
LARGE VENUES (e.g., sit-down dining, movie theaters, sporting venues, places of worship) can 
operate under moderate physical distancing protocols. 

 
Phase Two Springhill Church Approach:  
 
Church Offices/Staff – Staff will be encouraged to office from the building but will also be 
allowed to telework from home as necessary. Offices will open to the public for brief drop-ins 
only. Within the building, staff will be encouraged to refrain from gathering in groups and will 
be encouraged to use the office intercom for interaction. When physical meetings are 
necessary, social distancing guidelines of six (6) feet will be implemented. Staff meetings will 
continue to take place by teleconference, on Zoom.  

 
Sunday Morning Worship – Springhill will begin allowing worship at the Bozeman Site in two 
services with a “Worship Only” strategy. All services would include greeters wearing masks at a 
safe social distance, and hand sanitizer stations available. Ongoing sanitization will be 
implemented during gatherings.  
 

1. A “Legacy” service at the Bozeman site, indoors at 9:00 am.  
a. This service would have a maximum attendance of 75, with overflow offered in 

other areas of building. Face masks would be encouraged for all attendees.  
b. Family units would be permitted to sit together. Otherwise, six (6) feet 

distancing would be required.  
c. All entrances to the sanctuary would be utilized in order to allow for appropriate 

distancing entering and exiting. 
d. This service would be broadcast live for those at home that are not able, or not 

comfortable attending.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/#vulnerable-individuals
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e. No bulletins would be handed out.  
f. Offering would be encouraged online or dropped in a box at the back of worship.  
g. Any gatherings after worship would be discouraged.  

 
2. A second “Bozeman” outdoor service (weather permitting) at the Bozeman site at 11:00 

am.  
a. This service would include social distancing by encouraging individuals and 

families to sit together, with six (6) feet separation. Lawn chairs and blankets will 
be encouraged.  

b. Greeters would be on either end of the outdoor pavilion offering hand sanitizer 
(as available), with masks.   

c. Offering would be encouraged online or dropped in a box on either side of 
pavilion.  

d. In the case of inclement weather, services would move online with a two (2) 
hour notice by email and Facebook.  

e. Any gatherings after worship would be discouraged.  
  
Children’s Ministry and Youth Group –  

• Sunday School and materials would be provided online.    

• Youth Group would be permitted and encouraged to take place outside with social 
distancing required. 

 
Life Groups/Bible Studies/Committee Meetings - Gatherings of under 20 people would be 
allowed at both sites during the week, as long as social distancing of six (6) feet separation is 
maintained. Sharing of food or beverages is not appropriate and strongly discouraged at these 
gatherings. An option for Zoom teleconferencing should be considered for those electing to 
remain home.  
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PHASE THREE 
 
According to the CDC, the following is recommended under Phase 
Three:  
 
VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS can resume public interactions, but should practice physical 
distancing, minimizing exposure to social settings where distancing may not be practical, unless 
precautionary measures are observed. 
 
LOW-RISK POPULATIONS should consider minimizing time spent in crowded environments. 
 
Resume UNRESTRICTED STAFFING of worksites. 
 
All individuals, WHEN IN PUBLIC (e.g., parks, outdoor recreation areas, shopping areas), should 
maximize physical distance from others. Social settings of more than 50 people, where 
appropriate distancing may not be practical, should be avoided unless precautionary measures 
are observed. 
 
LARGE VENUES (e.g., sit-down dining, movie theaters, sporting venues, places of worship) can 
operate under moderate physical distancing protocols. 

 
Phase Three Springhill Church Approach:  
 
Church Offices/Staff – Staff will be encouraged to office from the building but will also be 
allowed to telework from home as necessary. Offices will open to the public for brief drop-ins 
and all meetings would be allowed. When physical meetings are necessary, social distancing 
guidelines of six (6) feet will be implemented. Staff meetings will take place in person with a 
teleconferencing option as needed. Staff and visitors will be encouraged to use masks and hand 
sanitizer.  

 
Sunday Morning Worship – Springhill will continue with worship at the Bozeman site via two 
services. Nursery care and Sunday School would be reimplemented. All services would include 
greeters wearing masks, and hand sanitizer available. Ongoing sanitization will be implemented 
during gatherings.  
 

1. A “Legacy” service at the Bozeman Site, indoors at 9:00 am would remain as with Phase 
Two.  

 
2. A second “Bozeman” outdoor service (weather permitting) at 11:00 am would remain as 

with Phase Two.    
a. In the case of inclement weather, services would now move inside. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/#vulnerable-individuals
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Children’s Ministry and Youth Group –  

• Sunday School would now take place outdoors on the southside lawn with children 
separated in groups of 10 kids or less. Sharing of food or beverages is not appropriate 
and strongly discouraged at these gatherings. In cases of inclimate weather, Sunday 
School would be moved inside.  

• Youth Group would be permitted and encouraged to take place outside with 
appropriate social distancing. Sharing of food or beverages is not appropriate and 
strongly discouraged at these gatherings. 

 
Life Groups/Bible Studies/Committee Meetings Gatherings of under 50 people would be 
allowed at both sites during the week (Women’s Connect, etc.), as long as social distancing of 
six (6) feet separation is maintained. Sharing of food or beverages is not appropriate and 
strongly discouraged at these gatherings. An option for Zoom teleconferencing should be 
considered for those electing to remain home.  
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PHASE FOUR 
 
Phase Four Springhill Church Approach:  
 
Church Offices/Staff – Staff will work out of Legacy/Bozeman offices entirely unless otherwise 
permitted. Social distancing guidelines of six (6) feet will continue to be encouraged. Staff 
meetings will take place in person with teleconferencing available as necessary.  

 
Sunday Morning Worship – Worship services would resume indoors at both sites as follows:  
 

1. Legacy site service at 8:30 am 
a. Family units permitted to sit together. Appropriate social distancing encouraged. 

Overflow for those particularly vulnerable would be maintained with face masks 
required.  

b. Greeters would continue to wear masks and offer hand sanitizer (as available).  
c. This service would be recorded for those that cannot attend.    
d. Bulletins would be handed out.  
e. Offering would be encouraged online or dropped in a box at the back of worship.  
f. Coffee would be handed out by servers with gloves/masks. 
g. Communion would be served by individual cup and bread. 
h. Gathering would be permitted after worship.  

 
2. Bozeman site service and livestream at 10:00 am 

a. Family units permitted to sit together. Appropriate social distancing encouraged. 
Overflow for those particularly vulnerable would be maintained (area where 
required).  

b. Offering would be encouraged online or dropped in a box at the back of worship.  
c. Coffee would be handed out by servers with gloves/masks.   
d. Communion would be by individual cup and bread.  
e. Gathering would be permitted after worship.  

  
Children’s Ministry and Youth Group –  

• Nursery and Sunday School would also occur indoors at both sites.  

• Youth Group would be permitted and encouraged to take place outdoors/indoors.  
 
Life Groups/Bible Studies/Committee Meetings – All gatherings would be permitted, with 
encouragement to adhere to social distance guidelines.  

 


