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 Small Group Meeting Recommendations

Effective May 25, 2020

These recommendations apply to House Groups and other small group ministry 
meetings of Messiah Episcopal Church. 

We are called as Christians to care for one another and protect the most vulnerable in 
our midst.  

The preferred form of small group meetings is via electronic means such as Zoom or 
Google Meet.  All Messiah activities must follow guidelines issued by the State of 
Minnesota, the Minnesota Department of Health and the Episcopal Church in Minnesota 
(ECMN).  Currently our church building and outdoor space is closed to all except certain 
staff activities by direction of the ECMN.

In the event a Messiah small group chooses to meet in person, the group needs to 
develop and implement a plan that follows these recommendations:

 Meetings of 10 or fewer individuals and the same 10 or fewer individuals for 
multiple meetings.  Written attendance is to be taken and maintained for contact 
tracing purposes.

 All individuals must maintain a physical distance of six feet or more and wear a 
mask covering nose and mouth.

 Meetings need to be outside with no food or drink served.  Individuals may bring 
their own food and drink.

 High risk individuals (age 65 and older or underlying health conditions) should 
not attend.  Intergenerational gatherings (kids and adults) should not occur.

 Hand sanitizer should be brought by attendees and provided by the host.
 Meetings should be kept short and individuals (other than the hosts) shall not 

enter the house to use the bathroom or for other reasons.
 Anyone experiencing COVID symptoms or has a fever must not attend.

All questions should be directed to Messiah Wardens Susan Heil, John Gappa or Mary 
Lou Henneman or Rev. Dave Langille, Vicar and Priest in Charge.

“A new Messiah Episcopal Church will emerge.  We will learn and grow through this 
crisis. New opportunities and learnings will be gained. A fully thriving kingdom culture 
will become our new way of being Church.” The Reverend David Langille, Vicar and 
Priest in Charge


