
 

1631 Ford Parkway • St. Paul, MN  55116 • phone 651-698-2590 

November 11, 2021 
 
Dear friends, 
 
We want to thank each member of this community for the care you have shown to each other, especially 
for the most vulnerable amongst us, during this pandemic. Getting vaccinated, masking, maintaining 
social distance, and following the Church’s COVID guidance has kept Messiah a relatively healthy place. 
We have also been privileged to be able to offer three distinct ways to worship here at Messiah: Outdoor 
Worship, Livestreamed Wordship, and Indoor Worship. As your Vicar/Priest-in-Charge, I am committed 
to continuing each of these unique worship spaces. At the same time, with the drop in temperatures, we 
are aware that more of you desire to worship indoors with some of the freedom experienced at the outdoor 
worship service, including congregational singing.  
 
Messiah’s COVID Response Team, staff, and Vestry have offered me input on ways to gradually 
reintroduce some congregational singing at the 11am service. Based on data from the Center for 
Congregational Singing, we will introduce up to one half hour of singing at the 11am Indoor Service 
beginning on November 28th, the first Sunday of Advent. The congregation may sing beginning at the 
Offertory including the Offertory Hymn, the Sanctus and Lord’s Prayer, the Communion Song, 
Recessional and Postlude. Masks will continue to be worn, as we maintain social distancing in the 
Church. An overflow seating section will be added in the Gathering Space; however, we cannot provide a 
live video feed, but audio only. 
 
This addition of indoor singing requires continued care for each other in this community by getting 
vaccinated, by staying home if you are sick, and by getting tested if you have any COVID symptoms. For 
us as Clergy and Staff, we are making accommodations for the immuno-compromised amongst us. 
Messiah will also begin sharing the latest COVID data for Ramsey County with you in our weekly eblast, 
to help you make an educated decision as to whether to worship indoors, outdoors, or via livestream.  One 
thing we will also be monitoring is hospital bed and ICU capacity in Ramsey County, to determine if we 
need to adjust this plan.  
 
It will be up to each of us as households within the household of faith to determine how to worship on any 
given Sunday. Please recognize that there are different risks of transmission outdoors and indoors, 
and this difference is going to amplify as case rates are expected to continue to increase. For those 
that are particularly susceptible to the severe effects of COVID, including those who are 
immunocompromised, those not vaccinated, and older members (especially those without a booster 
vaccination), please attend the outdoor service or join our livestream worship from your home. 
 
I am aware that by allowing more freedom, there is also additional risk and complexity. By adding one 
additional risk factor, other risks, like reintroducing Coffee Hour and food indoors will need to wait. 
Finally, because we plan worship seasonally, this is our plan for Advent/Christmastide, after which we 
will assess any additional changes for Epiphany season. 
As always, if you have any questions or comments, please reach out to me or any of your Parish 
leadership, 
 
With every blessing, 
 
Dave+ 
 

https://congregationalsong.org/covid-19-nfhs-study-update/
https://congregationalsong.org/covid-19-nfhs-study-update/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/basics.html#symptoms
https://covidactnow.org/us/minnesota-mn/county/ramsey_county/?s=25331446

