
Merciful Jesus Icon, written by Jordan Bronston 
 
Personal Reflection: 
The Merciful Jesus Icon is our 
family’s most cherished Icon.  It 
has provided our family deep 
comfort over the years. Our 
prayer is that it will provide 
comfort and joy to the 
parishioners and guests of 
Messiah Episcopal Church.    
  
Jordan completed this Icon 
during a Lent workshop at the 
Minneapolis Basilica of St. 
Mary’s in 2016. Our original 
plan was to use it for Easter 
Season, and later donate to 
Messiah in 2017.  
Unfortunately, we had 
unexpected turn of events. On 
July 22nd of 2017, we 
unexpectedly welcomed our 
Samuel to the world. He was 
only at 23 weeks gestation at 
the time, and he needed the 
highest level of neonatal 
intensive care.  As parents, we 
were both anxiety stricken.  We 
lived at the hospital NICU for 
roughly 4 months watching our 
son fight for life.   
  
To provide faith and comfort 
during a turbulent time, Jordan 
went back home and picked up 
the Merciful Jesus Icon.  He 

placed the Icon on a shelf that overlooked our Son’s incubator.  It also looked 
over other babies who shared our room.  We moved rooms several times, so 
it made its way to nearly every room in the NICU.  It was a steady reminder 
that Jesus was with us, our son, the nurses, the doctors, the specialists, and 
all the babies and parents around us.   



 

 
 
 
Many of the nurses commented to us how comforting it was to see an image 
of Christ look over them as they cared for the babies.  The Icon acted as a 
steady reminder that we are not in this alone.  For all who call on Him, we can 
trust God will provide a doorway into His abundant mercies. His mercies are 
great and can heal us of many afflictions.  The children we’ve met in the NICU 
are living proof of this.    
   
Theological Significance 
The Roman Catholic Church declared 2016 as a Holy Year of Divine 
Mercy.  To signify this year, Pope Francis opened “The Holy Doors of Mercy” 
at cathedrals throughout the world.  He asked that Christians throughout the 
world open doors to their hearts, homes, country, and churches.  The physical 
“Doors of Mercy” could be entered through as a symbolic act to acknowledge 
commitment to Christ, and that he is the door to paradise.  
  
This Icon is a byzantine version of the modern day “Divine Mercy” image that 
is common throughout the Catholic Church.  The original byzantine prototype 
was created by Iconographer Debra Korluka and is located in the downstairs 
chapel at the Basilica of St. Mary’s.  If you find yourself near the Basilica, 
please visit the chapel as there are several beautiful icons on display. 
  
The Icon mystically depicts the Merciful Christ who conquered death and 
opened the door to paradise.  He stretches out his right hand to provide us a 
blessing.  All five wounds are seen in the image to demonstrate his 
unconditional love and forgiveness.  He stands exalted asking for us to put our 
trust in Him and to seek communion. 
  



Christian brothers from the Greek East share profound insights on what 
“Mercy” means: 
The word mercy in English is the translation of the Greek word eleos. This 
word has the same ultimate root word as the Greek word for oil, or more 
precisely, olive oil; a substance which was used extensively as a soothing 
agent for bruises and minor wounds.  The oil was poured onto the wound and 
gently messaged in, thus soothing, comforting and making whole the injured 
part.  
  
The Hebrew word which is also translated as eleos and mercy is hesed, and 
means steadfast love.  The Greek words for “Lord have Mercy,” are “Kyrie, 
eleison” that is to say, “Lord, sooth me, comfort me, take away my pain, show 
me your steadfast love.” 
  
Mercy is the infinite loving-kindness of God, and his compassion for his 
suffering children!  It is in this sense that we pray “Lord, have mercy,” with 
great frequency throughout the Divine Liturgy” 
  
Excerpt from Orthodox Worship, Bengamin D. Williams and Harold B. Anstall, Ancient Faith 
Publishing, Chesterton, Indiana, 2018. 
 



Weep Not for Me Icon, written by Jordan Bronston 
 

Personal Reflection: 
For the last couple 
years, Jordan has been 
painting this Icon, and 
our family has been 
studying this icon as a 
reflection for the Lent 
Season (specifically 
Good Friday & Holy 
Saturday). Jordan was 
able to finish this icon 
during the coronavirus 
quarantine in Lent of 
2020.  
 
Personally, the Icon 
reminds our family of the 
unwavering love a 
mother has for their 
children. The expression 
on Mary’s face is what 
we've seen on countless 
mothers' faces as they 
see their sons or 

daughters struggle in the NICUs & PICUs. The love goes deep and the 
mother wants nothing more than to comfort and take the suffering away from 
their child. The icon called Weep Not for Me is a reflection of how Christ calls 
out to her mother to weep not for him, for he shall arise and be glorified. We 
are reminded that our children are strong and will rise up through adversities, 
whether in this life or the life to come. We saw this in our son Samuel as he 
fought for life in the NICU. God is with us, suffering with us & comforting us.  
 
Theological Significance:  
This icon portrays the Mother of God who is weeping for her Son during his 
burial. However, this image does not only speak of suffering and sorrows. The 
name of the icon Weep Not for Me, O Mother is a quote from the heirmos of 
Ode 9 of the Canon of Eastern Christians Holy Saturday: “Weep not for Me, O 
Mother, beholding in the tomb… for I shall arise and shall be glorified, and as 
God I shall exalt with glory unceasing those that with faith and love magnify 
thee.”  



 
The words of comfort and promises of the imminent Resurrection are 
anticipated. Neither death, nor hell can contain the God-man, which is why 
Christ is shown half-length in the tomb.  
 
A 13th century prayer on this image (Stabat Mater):  
At the cross her station keeping.  
Stood the mournful Mother weeping  
close to Jesus to the last.  
Can the human heart refrain  
from partaking in her pain,  
in that mother’s pain untold?  
Bruised, derided, cursed, defiled,  
she beheld her tender Child,  
all with bloody scourges rent.  
O sweet Mother! Font of love,  
touch my spirit from above,  
make my heart with yours accord.  
Make me feel as you have felt:  
Make my soul to glow and melt  
with the love of Christ, my Lord. 
Amen. 
 



About Jordan Bronston 

I have always been a visual learner. Icons drew me in years ago while visiting an Orthodox Church in NE 
Minneapolis. I was drawn to the timelessness, simplicity, and mystery of the art.  Icons carry the 
presence of Christ, provide a divine 'reverse perspective' to the viewer, and are a witness to God's 
uncreated glory. As St. Athanasias said, "Icons do with color what scripture does with words." Once I 
started painting in 2015, I found a great sense of inner healing from God. The artform is very ascetical, 
and like running a marathon, it requires my entire self to participate in worship. When I paint, I feel like I 
fulfill Christ's command in Mark 12:30, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind 
and strength." I want icons to be out in the world to bring God's glory and bless others. I am motivated 
to not sell for profit, but rather donate them and raise money for Kingdom purposes. To this date, I have 
painted around 20 icons, and I am an apprentice under professional Deb Korluka. Each icon takes 
roughly 40 to 120 hours depending on the complexity. Our family uses them to celebrate feast days and 
liturgical seasons throughout the year. 
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