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The Great 50 Days of Easter 
 
 
Easter is the primary feast of the church year, and such an important celebration that it 
doesn't just last one day - it continues for seven weeks, until the Feast of  
Pentecost (June 9 this year). 
 
White and gold are the liturgical colors for the whole season, signifying purity, love, 
joy, and the Light of Christ.  
 
Alleluia! We fasted from this expression of joy during Lent, and now Alleluia will fill 
our worship. Praise songs near the beginning of our worship also return after a  
Lenten hiatus. 
 
Reading from Acts. During the Easter season, one of our scripture readings each Sun-
day is always from the Acts of the Apostles, drawing our attention to the establishment 
and growth of the church in the early days after Jesus's death, resurrection, and ascen-
sion.  
 
No General Confession. We spent the season of Lent in self-examination and  
repentance. Easter is an assurance that we are forgiven and made right with God, not 
through our own goodness but by the death and resurrection of Christ. You are  
encouraged to continue personal confession as part of your daily prayers. But as a 
community we will emphasize that we are "Easter People" by omitting the general  
confession.  
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THE WORD OF GOD 

1 ENTRANCE HYMN   see weekly handout 

OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

 

Leader Alleluia. Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
All And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 
 Alleluia. 
 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the  
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

 Amen. 
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SONGS OF PRAISE  see weekly handout 

THE COLLECT THE LESSONS  

           THE SERMON 

       THE NICENE CREED 
 
All stand.  
 

All We believe in one God,  
   the Father, the Almighty,  
   maker of heaven and earth,  
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
    the only Son of God,  
    eternally begotten of the Father,  
    God from God, Light from Light,  
    true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made,  
    of one Being with the Father.  
    Through him all things were made.  
    For us and for our salvation  
       he came down from heaven:  
    by the power of the Holy Spirit  
       he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
       and was made man.  
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
       he suffered death and was buried.  
       On the third day he rose again  
          in accordance with the Scriptures;  
       he ascended into heaven  
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
Prayers led in English or Karen.  Respond in either language.  
 
 
Leader In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

 Silence 
 

 For all people in their daily life and work;             
All For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 
Leader For this community, the nation, and the world; 
All For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
Leader For the just and proper use of your creation; 
All For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
Leader For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
All For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
Leader For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
All For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the Lord, the giver of life,  
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
   With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
   He has spoken through the Prophets.  
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
   We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Leader For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Craig our Bishop; and for all bishops 
 and other ministers; 
All For all who serve God in his Church 
 
Leader For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 
 Silence 
 
 Please add your own petitions either silently or aloud. 
 
Leader Hear us, Lord; 
All For your mercy is great. 
 
Leader We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 
 Silence 
 
 Please add your own thanksgivings either silently or aloud. 
 
Leader We will exalt you, O God our King; 
All And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
Leader We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
 kingdom. 
 
 Please add your own petitions either silently or aloud. 
  
Leader Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
All Who put their trust in you. 
 
Leader O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed 

death and brought life and immortality to light: Grant that we, who have been 
raised with him, may abide in his presence and rejoice in the hope of eternal 
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
dominion and praise for ever and ever. 

All Amen.  
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

3 OFFERTORY HYMN   see weekly handout 

Leader All things come from you, O God.                                                                
All And from your own have we given you. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Leader The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you.  

Leader Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Leader It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
 you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  But chiefly are we bound 
 to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away 
 the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to 
 life again he has won for us everlasting life.  
  

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
 with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to  proclaim the 
 glory of your Name:  

THE PEACE  
Leader The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

Maw Ywa, ata ghu ta poe, oh taw thu da kay.  
All And also with you.  

Maw oh taw, na thar da kay.  
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Leader Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me." 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 All      Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we  
offer you these gifts. 

 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the 
joy of your eternal kingdom. 

      All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,  Almighty Father, 
now and for ever.   

All  Amen 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER  
Leader As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,  
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INVITATION 

Leader The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

4 COMMUNION MUSIC   see weekly handout 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
All My Jesus, 
 I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, 
 and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, 
 I pray you come into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
 embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. 
 Let nothing separate me from you. 
 Amen. 

Leader Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us;  

All therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
All stand.  
 
 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        THE BLESSING 

5 RECESSIONAL HYMN   see weekly handout 

THE DISMISSAL 
Leader Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
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Special thanks to All Saints Episcopal Church in Smyrna, Tennessee 
and to members of Messiah’s congregation 

for providing Karen translations used in this liturgy. 
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