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Welcome to Messiah Episcopal Church!
We are a growing community committed to the worship of God, the lordship of Jesus Christ,
and renewal through the Holy Spirit. Our vision is to bring people together from every generation and many nations to worship Jesus Christ and take his healing into the world.

If you are new to Messiah...
Welcome! Please fill out a yellow visitor card from the pew rack in front of you and place it on
the offering plate or hand it to one of the ushers. If you don't have a Bible at home feel free to
take a pew Bible home with you.

We gladly welcome Christian people from all denominations to
share in the sacrament of Holy Communion. Our ushers will release you by rows to
come forward to receive Holy Communion to be consumed in your pew.
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Christmastide to Epiphany
At Christmas we celebrate the God who made his home amongst us, in the babe of
Bethlehem. “The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood”-John 1:14 MSG. Then, as we move into the New Year, the Church celebrates yet another festival: Epiphany! Older than the celebration of Christmas, the Epiphany focuses
on the manifestation of Jesus to the world. Beginning with Shepherds keeping watch
over their flocks by night, then those gentile Magi from the East, the good news of the
Gospel is the Light of Christ that is manifested to all: no exceptions!
The world can be a dark place; Jesus is the Light the world needs. Jesus as Light
is something Christians have contemplated from the start. As the Nicene Creed
states: God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God. Light from Light is an idea
that comes from the earliest Christians. Hippolytus, writing in the second century put
it this way: “God made all things. When God thinks, He does; When God speaks, He is
heard; When God lights, He shines; In order that the world might see, and be saved”.
And these earliest Christians saw the light shine in scripture, again from the Gospel of
John: “All things came into being through him…What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it”. -- John 1:1-14
Our world needs that light! We who have found our home in God, through
Jesus, have a light to shine. That is why our focus in the New Year, and during the twomonth long Epiphany season is Jesus: Light of the World! We will reengage, as a people, with our Mission to the World as an evangelistic Church.
A Worship Note
In both our 9:00am and 11:00am worship services we will sing together beginning at
the Offertory. The 9:00am service will be spoken, with no music, until that point in
the service. That service will conclude at 9:45 am allowing time to go to Christian Education. There will be no other changes to the 11am service at this time.
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THE WORD OF GOD
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ENTRANCE HYMN

see weekly handout

OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT FOR PURITY
Leader Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
All
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.
Leader Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord.
All
Amen.
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see weekly handout
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THE COLLECT
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see Karen reading handout

THE LESSONS
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THE SERMON
THE NICENE CREED
All stand.
All

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayers led in English or Karen. Respond in either language.

11

12

Craig

-

13

14

Leader Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life.
All
Amen.

THE PEACE
Leader The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Maw Ywa, ata ghu ta poe, oh taw thu da kay.
All
And also with you.
Maw oh taw, na thar da kay.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY
The bread and wine are brought forward and the offering is received.
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OFFERTORY HYMN

see weekly handout

see weekly handout

Leader All things come from you, O God.
All
And from your own have we given you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Leader The Lord be with you.
All
And also with you.
Leader Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Leader It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
(Here a prayer appointed for the day or season is offered.)
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
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Leader Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the
joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever. Amen
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THE LORD'S PRAYER
Leader As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Leader [Alleluia,] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
All
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.]

INVITATION
Leader The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER
All

My Jesus,
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament,
and, since I cannot at this time receive communion,
I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.
Let nothing separate me from you.
Amen.
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All stand.

COMMUNION MUSIC

see weekly handout

see weekly handout

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
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RECESSIONAL HYMN

see weekly handout

see weekly handout

THE DISMISSAL
Leader Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia!
All
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Special thanks to All Saints Episcopal Church in Smyrna, Tennessee
and to members of Messiah’s congregation
for providing Karen translations used in this liturgy.
1631 Ford Parkway, St. Paul, MN 55116 (651) 698-2590
messiahepiscopal.org and @messiahstpaul on Facebook
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