
If	you	have	a	Bible	or	a	phone	I	want	to	invite	you	to	turn	to	Acts	2:1-13,	42-47.	As	
you	do,	I’m	curious,	what	comes	to	mind	for	you	when	I	say	the	phrase	Spirit	Filled	
believer.		
	
Some	people	say	spirit	filled	believers	are	people	who	are	exuberant	in	worship.	
They	raise	their	hands	when	they	sing,	which	btw	y’all	know	there	are	names	for	the	
way	you	raise	your	hands	in	church,	right?	There’s	the	goal	post,	heartburn,	wash	
the	windows	J.	But	spirit	filled	believers	are	those	who	get	so	fired	up	in	church	
they’ve	gotta	stretch	their	hammies	before	hand	and	use	a	little	icy	hot	afterwards	
to	cool	down	J	
	
Others	might	say	spirit	filled	believers	are	mystical.	They	sense	things	other	people	
can’t	and	have	a	more	direct	connection	to	God.	
	
I	once	had	a	painter	tell	me	spirit	filled	believers	never	sin.	I	was	working	at	a	paint	
store	the	summer	after	my	freshman	year	of	college	and	after	I	invited	him	to	
church	with	me	he	said,	is	your	church	spirit	filled?’	I	didn’t	know	exactly	what	he	
meant	by	that	so	I	said	something	like,	we	love	the	Lord…I	mean,	we’re	all	sinners	but	
we	love	the	Spirit.	And	he	quickly	interrupted	me	and	said	I’m	not	a	sinner.	You	can’t	
be	Spirit	filled	and	sin.	I	wish	I	would	have	known	the	Bible	well	enough	at	that	point	
to	quote	1	John	1:8-9,	If	we	say	we	have	no	sin	we	deceive	ourselves	and	the	
truth	is	not	in	us.	But	if	we	confess	our	sin	God	is	faithful	and	just	to	forgive	us	
our	sin	and	cleanse	us	from	all	unrighteousness.		
	
What	does	it	mean	to	be	a	spirit	filled	believer?	As	we	come	to	Acts	chapter	2	this	
morning	we	learn	the	answer	to	that	question.	After	4	or	so	thousand	years	of	God	
waiting	to	send	his	HS	to	indwell	his	believers,	it	happens.	And	as	it	does	we	see	at	
least	7	distinct	marks	of	those	who	are	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit.	To	show	you	what	
those	are,	let	me	pray	for	us	and	we’ll	walk	through	this	story	together.		
	
PRAY	
	
Starting	in	v.1	we	read	When	the	day	of	Pentecost came,	(Pentecost	btw	was	a	
Jewish	holiday	that	happened	every	year	50	days	after	Passover	where	Jews	from	all	
over	the	world	would	gather	in	Jerusalem	to	celebrate	the	harvest.)	[the	believers]	
were	all	together in	one	place.	2 Suddenly	a	sound	like	the	blowing	of	a	violent	
wind	came	from	heaven	and	filled	the	whole	house	where	they	were	
sitting. 3 They	saw	what	seemed	to	be	tongues	of	fire	that	separated	and	came	
to	rest	on	each	of	them.	4 All	of	them	were	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit	((this	was	
just	the	account	of	the	HS	coming)	Now	I	want	you	to	notice	Luke’s	difficulty	in	
describing	what	he	saw.	He	doesn’t	write	a	violent	wind	blew	from	heaven	and	filled	
the	house	but	it	sounded	like	a	violent	wind.	Nor	does	he	write,	tongues	of	fire	rested	
on	their	heads,	but	what	seemed	like	tongues	of	fire.	Words	seem	to	escape	Luke	in	
describing	what’s	happening.	This	makes	sense	b/c	God	is	so	incomprehensibly	big	



to	us	our	small	finite	minds	can	understand	Him.	So	when	he	decides	to	manifest	his	
presence,	words	will	fail	to	describe	what	happens.	
	
Dwight	L	Moody	who	was	an	evangelist	from	the	19th	century	had	an	encounter	God	
one	day	he	described	this	way.	One	day,	in	the	city	of	New	York—oh,	what	a	day!—I	
cannot	describe	it,	I	seldom	refer	to	it;	it	is	almost	too	sacred	an	experience	to	name	.	.	.	
I	can	only	say	that	God	revealed	himself	to	me,	and	I	had	such	an	experience	of	his	love	
that	I	had	to	ask	him	to	stay	his	hand.	Moody	can’t	put	into	words	what	happened.	
	
This	reminds	me	of	the	way	some	Christians	say	God	spoke	to	me.	(maybe	you’re	
new	to	Christianity	and	thought	what	are	they	talking	about?)	They	probably	don’t	
mean	they	literally	heard	God’s	voice	but	maybe	a	thought	popped	in	their	head	or	a	
supernatural	feeling	came	over	them	that	didn’t	seem	to	be	from	them.	And	the	only	
way	they	know	to	describe	it	is	God	spoke	to	me.	B/c	of	the	majesty	of	God	often	
times	when	he	moves	and	works,	words	will	be	insufficient	to	explain	what	
happened.	But	we	see	the	fruit	of	what	happened	next.	Middle	of	v.4)…and	[they]	
began	to	speak	in	other	tongues	(or	languages.) as	the	Spirit	enabled	them.	
5 Now	there	were	staying	in	Jerusalem	God-fearing Jews	from	every	nation	
under	heaven.	6 When	they	heard	this	sound,	a	crowd	came	together	in	
bewilderment,	because	each	one	heard	their	own	language	being	spoken.	
(Over	and	over	again	in	the	book	of	Acts	the	HS	will	do	miraculous	things	to	gather	a	
crowd	so	the	gospel	can	be	preached.	That’s	the	HS’s	job,	to	point	to	Jesus).	7 Utterly	
amazed, they	asked:	“Aren’t	all	these	who	are	speaking	Galileans? 8 Then	how	
is	it	that	each	of	us	hears	them	in	our	native	language? 9 Parthians,	Medes	and	
Elamites;	residents	of	Mesopotamia,	Judea	and	Cappadocia, Pontus and	Asia,	
10 Phrygia and	Pamphylia, Egypt	and	the	parts	of	Libya	near	Cyrene; visitors	
from	Rome 11 (both	Jews	and	converts	to	Judaism);	Cretans	and	Arabs—we	
hear	them	declaring	the	mighty	works	of	God	in	our	own	tongues!”	(languages)	
12 Amazed	and	perplexed,	they	asked	one	another,	“What	does	this	mean?”	
13 Some,	however,	made	fun	of	them	and	said,	“They	have	had	too	much	wine.”		
	
Skipping	down	to	vv.42-47	we’ll	look	at	the	middle	verses	next	week.	V.	42	[The	
believers]	devoted	themselves	to	the	apostles’	teaching	and	to	fellowship,	to	
the	breaking	of	bread	and	to	prayer.	43	Everyone	was	filled	with	awe	at	the	
many	wonders	and	signs	performed	by	the	apostles.	44	All	the	believers	were	
together	and	had	everything	in	common.	45	They	sold	property	and	
possessions	to	give	to	anyone	who	had	need.	46	Every	day	they	continued	to	
meet	together	in	the	temple	courts.	They	broke	bread	in	their	homes	and	ate	
together	with	glad	and	sincere	hearts,	47	praising	God	and	enjoying	the	favor	
of	all	the	people.	And	the	Lord	added	to	their	number	daily	those	who	were	
being	saved.	
	
What	marks	do	we	see	of	the	first	Spirit	Filled	believers?	Let	me	show	you	7.	
	
Mark	#1	Spirit	filled	believers	Share	the	gospel.		



	
In	v.4	right	after	the	HS	comes	what	do	the	first	disciples	do?	They	speak	in	tongues.	
Now	if	you’re	not	familiar	with	tongues,	we	see	two	forms	of	it	in	the	NT.	In	1	
Corinthians	14:2	Paul	writes,	2	For	anyone	who	speaks	in	a	tongue	does	not	
speak	to	people	but	to	God.	Indeed,	no	one	understands	them;	they	utter	
mysteries	by	the	Spirit.	One	form	of	tongues	is	a	private	prayer	language	
understood	only	by	God,	spoken	by	the	HS	through	the	mouths	of	Christians.	This	is	
a	gift	only	certain	Christians	have.	But	there’s	a	second	form	of	tongues.	It’s	in	Acts	
2.	God	miraculously	enabling	his	people	to	preach	the	gospel	in	languages	they	don’t	
know.	
	
Look	at	vv.	7-8	again	7 Utterly	amazed, [the	crowd]	asked:	“Aren’t	all	these	who	
are	speaking	Galileans? 8 Then	how	is	it	that	each	of	us	hears	them	in	our	
native	language?	
	
Now	if	you’re	wondering	what	the	disciples	said	v.11	gives	us	a	hint.	The	crowd	
says,…we	hear	them	declaring	the	mighty	works	of	God	in	our	own	tongues!	If	
we	skip	down	to	v.22,	which	is	the	middle	of	a	sermon	Peter	is	preaching,	we	see	
what	the	might	works	of	God	likely	are.	Peter	says,	22	“Fellow	Israelites,	listen	to	
this:	Jesus	of	Nazareth	was	a	man	accredited	by	God	to	you	by	mighty	works,	
(same	phrase)	wonders	and	signs,	which	God	did	among	you	through	him,	as	
you	yourselves	know.	It	seems	the	HS	is	enabling	the	disciples	to	preach	the	gospel	
in	languages	they	don’t	understand	so	everyone	there	that	day	can	be	saved.		
	
This	is	a	great	reminder	when	you	step	out	to	be	a	witness	for	Jesus	the	Spirit	wil	
enable	you	to	do	that.	
	
Last	week	my	three	daughters	Karis,	Haddie,	Della	and	I	had	to	pick	up	groceries	
from	Walmart.	As	we	got	close,	I	asked	them	to	pray	for	me	to	have	the	boldness	to	
share	the	gospel	with	the	attendant	who	would	bring	them	out	to	our	car	(we	do	the	
free	pick	up	thing,	which	is	awesome,	you	should	try	it	J).	They	got	really	excited!	
	
As	we	pulled	up,	though,	it	was	pouring	rain	and	since	I	didn’t	have	an	umbrella,	I	
thought,	either	the	attendant	is	gonna	get	drenched	and	not	listen	to	me	or	I’m	gonna	
get	drenched	and	they’re	gonna	be	weirded	out.	So	I	said,	“God,	help	me	find	an	
umbrella.	I	started	looking	through	the	car	but	there	wasn’t	one.	That	wasn’t	
surprising	b/c	I	had	taken	them	all	out	recently.	Finally	I	looked	in	the	trunk	and	
there	was	one	of	those	tiny	ones	hiding	in	the	corner!!!	So	I	was	able	to	hold	the	
umbrella	over	the	attendant	as	we	both	loaded	the	groceries	in	the	trunk	and	I	was	
able	to	share	the	good	news	of	Jesus	with	her.	It	was	God	giving	me	what	I	needed	to	
be	his	witness.	When	you’re	filled	with	the	HS	this	will	happen.	
	
Secondly	these	first	SFB	Love	the	truth.	In	v.42	we	read,	They	devoted	
themselves	to	the	apostles	teaching…	Now	the	apostle’s	teachings,	As	you’ve	
heard	me	say	before,	is	the	NT.	It’s	the	truth	about	who	Jesus	is,	what	he’s	done	for	



us,	and	how	we	ought	to	respond	to	him.	That	same	NT	says	over	and	over	again	it’s	
God’s	word,	combined	with	God’s	spirit,	that	gives	you	the	power	to	please	God	
	
2	Timothy	3:16	says,	All	Scripture	is	God	breathed	and	useful	for	teaching,	
rebuking,	correcting	and	training	in	righteousness.		Hebrews	4:12	For	the	word	
of	God	is	alive	and	active	sharper	than	any	double	edged	sword	it	penetrates	
even	to	dividing	soul	and	spirit,	joints	and	marrow;	it	judges	the	thoughts	and	
attitudes	of	the	heart.	
	
Martin	Luther	who	led	the	protestant	reformation,	which	was	a	spiritual	renewal	
about	500	years	ago,	wrote	this,	I	simply	taught,	preached,	wrote	God's	Word:	
otherwise	I	did	nothing.	And	then,	while	I	slept	or	drank	Wittenberg	beer	with	
my	Philip	of	Amsdorf	(that	was	his	friend	Philipp	Melanchthon)	the	Word…did	it	
all…I	did	nothing:	I	left	it	to	the	Word."		
	
If	you’re	going	to	be	a	witness	for	Jesus	God’s	spirit	will	draw	you	to	study	God’s	
word	so	you’ll	be	equipped	to	share	it.	Do	you	know	it?	Do	you	prioritize	studying	it?	
Do	you	carve	out	time	everyday	to	be	in	it?	Do	you	meet	together	with	other	
Christians	to	examine	it?	
	
Third,	the	first	spirit	filled	believers	were	marked	by	Fellowship.	We	read	they	
devoted	themselves…to	fellowship.	Fellowship	means	doing	life	together.	In	fact,	
the	word	together	appears	three	times	in	vv.44-46.	The	believers	were	together,	met	
together,	ate	together.	Fellowship	is	fundamental	to	growing	in	your	relationship	
with	Jesus.	
	
Hebrews	10:24-25	says,	Let	us	spur	one	another	on	to	love	and	good	deeds.	Let	
us	not	give	up	meeting	together	as	some	are	in	the	habit	of	doing,	but	let	us	
encourage	one	another.	And	all	the	more	as	you	see	the	day	approaching…	
	
In	other	words,	fellowship	leads	to	accountability	and	encouragement,	two	
indispensable	parts	of	the	Christian	life.	You	need	people	to	challenge	you	to	grow	
deeper	in	your	faith	and	encourage	you	as	you	struggle	to	do	that.		
	
Ecclesiates	4	says	Two	are	better	than	one…10	If	either	of	them	falls	down,	one	
can	help	the	other	up.	But	pity	anyone	who	falls	and	has	no	one	to	help	them	
up…12	Though	one	may	be	overpowered,	two	can	defend	themselves.	A	cord	
of	three	strands	is	not	quickly	broken.	
	
Do	you	have	fellowship?	Lone	Ranger	Christianity	is	a	farce.	You	cannot	follow	Jesus	
alone?	If	you	don’t,	get	in	a	Life	Group.	
	
Fourth	the	first	SFB	were	Centered	on	Jesus.	
	
They	devoted	themselves…to	the	breaking	of	bread.	Now	‘breaking	bread’	is	a	
reference	to	communion	–	the	act	of	receiving	bread	and	juice,	to	remember	Jesus’	
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work	on	the	cross.	And	I	can’t	claim	this	with	absolute	certainty	but	part	of	me	
thinks	the	reason	Jesus	instituted	communion	was	to	keep	us	focused	on	the	right	
thing,	which	is	him.	
	
It’s	so	easy	in	the	Christian	life	to	get	sidetracked	by	controversies	and	theological	
minutia.	Are	you	A,	pre,	or	post	millennial?	Pre,	mid	or	post	trib?	Dispensational	or	
Covenanat	Theology?	Believers	or	infant	Baptism?	Wesylan	or	Calvinist?	
Cessationist	or	continuist?	But	we’re	called	to	have	unity	in	the	essentials,	liberty	in	
the	non	essentials	and	love	in	all.	
	
Listen	to	what	Paul	writes	in	Romans	14:1-6,	Don’t	argue	about	doubtful	issues	
(In	other	words,	if	the	Bible	isn’t	clear	on	something,	be	humble)	2	For	instance,	
one	person	believes	it’s	all	right	to	eat	anything.	But	another	believer	with	a	
sensitive	conscience	will	eat	only	vegetables.	(that	had	to	do	with	an	issue	of	
eating	meat	sacrificed	to	idols)	3	Those	who	feel	free	to	eat	anything	must	not	
look	down	on	those	who	don’t…Those	who	eat	any	kind	of	food	do	so	to	honor	
the	Lord,	since	they	give	thanks	to	God	before	eating.	And	those	who	refuse	to	
eat	certain	foods	also	want	to	please	the	Lord	and	give	thanks	to	God.	Paul	is	
saying	don’t	make	mountains	out	of	molehills.	If	the	Scripture	is	clear,	stand	firm	on	
that	issue,	but	if	it’s	not,	be	gracious.	The	earliest	believers	had	unity	around	what	
matters.	
	
How	about	you?	Do	you	find	yourself	arrogantly	excluding	people	based	on	your	
opinion	instead	of	the	Scriptures?	We’re	called	to	be	centered	on	Christ. 
	
Fifth	they	devoted	themselves…to	prayer.	They	sought	God’s	presence.	It’s	been	
said	the	first	Christians	prayed	for	10	days	(that’s	chapter	1	as	they	waited),	
preached	for	10	minutes	and	3000	people	came	to	know	Jesus.	Today	we	pray	for	10	
minutes,	preach	for	10	days	and	3	people	come	to	know	Jesus.	PRAYER	UNLOCKS	
THE	POWER	OF	GOD.	(Spurgeon	Boiler	Room	story).		
	
We	have	to	prioritize	prayer.	Do	you	pursue	Jesus	in	it?	Do	you	set	time	aside	
everyday	to	be	in	his	presence?		
	
Sixth	the	SFB	are	Radically	Generous.	In	Vv.44-45	we	read	44	All	the	believers	
were	together	and	had	everything	in	common.	45	They	sold	property	and	
possessions	to	give	to	anyone	who	had	need.	They	didn’t	have	to	worry	about	
their	things	b/c	God	promised	to	provide	for	them.	
	
I	read	last	week	(I	don’t	share	to	make	you	give	out	of	guilt.	Don’t	do	that!)	
Christians	today	give	an	average	of	2.5%	of	their	income.	That’s	7.5%	less	than	
we’re	called	to,	which	is	a	tithe,	10%.	If	Christians	actually	tithed	there	would	be	
another	165	billion	dollars	available	for	ministry	purposes.	$25	billion	could	
completely	relieve	global	hunger,	starvation	and	deaths	from	preventable	diseases	
in	five	years.	$12	billion	could	eliminate	illiteracy	in	five	years.	$15	billion	could	
solve	the	world’s	water	and	sanitation	issues.	$1	billion	could	fully	fund	all	overseas	
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mission	work.	And	the	$100	–	$110	billion	left	over	could	be	used	for	additional	
ministry	expansion.	Now	before	your	shake	your	head,	do	you	give	10%?	
	
The	reason	the	earliest	believers	were	radically	generous	is	b/c	of	the	last	mark	of	a	
spirit	filled	believer,	they	were	Content	in	Jesus.		
	
V.	46	Every	day	they	continued	to	meet	together	in	the	temple	courts.	They	
broke	bread	in	their	homes	and	ate	together	with	glad	and	sincere	hearts.	
	
Glad	means	contented.	Jesus	was	enough	for	them.	They	didn’t	need	the	applause	of	
the	world	or	acceptance	of	the	powerful,	they	were	satisfied	in	Christ.	
	
Are	you	satisfied	in	Jesus?	Is	he	enough	for	you?	Would	you	be	happy	if	you	got	
nothing	else	in	life	but	Christ?	If	so,	you’re	filled	with	the	Spirit.	If	you	believe	he’s	
done	everything	necessary	to	forgive	your	sin	and	make	you	right	with	God,	you’re	
his.	You	may	not	take	full	advantage	of	His	Spirit	all	the	time.	You	will	have	to	ask	for	
regular	fillings,	but	the	Spirit	lives	in	you.	
	
What	if	you	lived	like	it?	INVITE…	
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